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Foreword by the Minister o f Agriculture, Fisheries and Food,
the Rt.Hon. Frederick Peart, M.P.

On 17th June 1966 1 had the pleasure of presiding over a distinguished gathering 
at the Royal Agricultural College at Cirencester to celebrate the first hundred 
years of continuous collection and publication of the agricultural statistics of 
Great Britain. Mr. Leonard Napolitan, the Director of Economics and Statistics 
in my Department, gave us a concise account of the origin and development 
of the agricultural census, which has since been published in the Journal of the 
Royal Agricultural Society of England. The occasion has now been further 
marked by the publication of the present volume—A Century of Agricultural 
Statistics— which, 1 am sure, will be widely welcomed as a permanent and useful 
work of reference. For this purpose the main statistical series have been extracted 
from the records in which they have long reposed in libraries and assembled in 
more convenient comparative tables, together with a number of maps and 
charts illustrating the remarkable though chequered progress of the agricultural 
industry.

Although intended as a work of reference, the present compilation is not an 
appropriate place for a short history of British agriculture or even a history of 
agricultural statistics. Nevertheless, unrelieved statistics are apt to prove rather 
indigestible fare to those of us who are neither statisticians nor economists. 
A commentary on the tables and maps has therefore been written by Mr. 
A, H. J. Baines of the Ministry’s Statistics Division. This includes enough comment 
to Illuminate the data and enough annotation to prevent their misuse, though 
the emphasis is on results rather than methods.

Until 1911 the Scottish agricultural census was almost identical with that for 
England and Wales. Since 1912 the Scottish Department has been responsible 
for its own returns, and inevitably there has been some degree of divergence; 
but all the main series can still be presented for Great Britain as a whole. We 
are grateful to our Scottish colleagues for their advice and help. Irish agricultural 
statistics have a longer continuous history than those for Great Britain, but they 
have always been separately collected and analysed, and we decided that In 
view of the very different structure of Irish farming it would not be helpful to 
extend the story beyond Great Britain.

I take this opportunity to record the gratitude which I and my predecessors 
owe to the pioneers who established the agricultural census in the face of much 
indifference and some stubborn opposition; to past and present officials who 
have collected and analysed the census returns, and used them in developing 
British agricultural policy; but especially to the farmers who have provided them. 
For much of its history the census was voluntary, and even today it could not 
continue without the co-operation of the farming community. All of us. Ministers 
and farmers, industrialists, traders and consumers, have to take decisions. The 
choice is between decisions taken in ignorance and those based on knowledge.
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Chapter I—Introduction

4 t... He also had it recorded how much land his archbishops had. and his bishops, 
his abbots and his earls, and— though I may be telling this at too great length 
what or how much each man who was a landholder In England had in land or In 
livestock, and how much money it was worth. So very narrowly did he have the 
inquiry carried out that there was not a single hide, not one yardland, not even 
— It is a shame to record it, but it seemed to him no shame to do— not even 
one ox, nor one cow, nor one pig which was left out and not set down In his 
survey. And after that all the surveys were brought to him”.

This entry from the Anglo-Saxon Chronicle for 1085 describes one aspect of 
the great Domesday Survey of that year, which included the first agricultural 
census in any country since the fall of the Western Empire. The livestock returns 
have survived only for a few counties, but the records of land use provide a 
description of England which remained unique for many centuries. The Conqueror 
may well have intended his enquiry as the first of a series; but he died soon after, 
and the series was effectively resumed in England only in 1866. The present 
volume celebrates this resumption by presenting in historical perspective 
selected data from the agricultural census of that year and its hundred successors.

The 1866 census and those which have followed it differ from the Domesday 
Survey in three main respects. First, enumeration is by holdings (units of occupa
tion) and not by estates (units of ownership). Second, the census is a physical 
enumeration, not a valuation; the £ sign does not occur in the returns. Third, 
although the census is the indispensable basis of policy decisions of a general 
character, no individual farmer has anything to gain or lose from making an 
accurate return. A  century ago, and indeed much later, many farmers naturally 
found this hard to understand.

In the Middle Ages, and until the nineteenth century, governments did not 
collect statistical information for the benefit of their subjects, or even as a guide 
to policy, but only as a by-product of some administrative (usually fiscal) activity. 
When the Conqueror had “very deep speech with his witan about this land, 
how it was peopled and with what sort of men” he was far in advance of his era.

It was not an accident that our oldest series of agricultural statistics (much 
older than the census) relates to grain prices. Until 1767, Great Britain was a 
net exporter of wheat, except in the occasional year of crop failure. Since the 
fifteenth century the overseas corn trade had usually been regulated by 
“sluicegate” prices, below which exports were allowed or above which imports 
were admitted. This required some means of price reporting; but so long as 
serious crop failures occurred only once a generation, there was no sufficient 
incentive to impel governments to estimate the actual production of grain. 
1792 was the last year In which exports of wheat exceeded Imports, and the war 
with France placed Britain in grave danger of famine. Accordingly in 1795 the 
Home Office asked lord-lieutenants of counties to obtain production estimates 
from justices of the peace and high constables of hundreds. Further attempts to 
assess agricultural resources were made in 1798, 1801 and 1803. In the 1801 
enquiry, which coincided with the first census of population, the reporters were 
the clergy, and a standard form was used to record acreages of the main crops. 
Although a more satisfactory response was secured from the clergy than from 
lay officers, this promising initiative was not maintained. Under Arthur Young’s 
influence, the Board of Agriculture produced a most valuable series of county
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reports, but they were descriptions of farming practice rather than quantitative 
surveys, and the Board itself was dissolved in 1822.

In 1831 the magistrates of Norfolk succeeded in obtaining information on 
cropping and stocking from 626 of 680 farmers who were approached. At this 
period the county magistrates were almost always landowners, and as such not 
merely receivers of rent but directors of agricultural enterprise. Next year the 
Board of Trade, in seeking Treasury consent to an enquiry into the wealth, 
commerce and industry of the United Kingdom, mentioned that it was “difficult 
to arrive at any accurate estimate of the produce of our soil”. The wheels turned 
slowly, and it was not until 1836 that the Board of Trade made their first experi
ment in Bedfordshire. They decided to approach the clergy rather than the 
magistracy, and of 127 incumbents only 27 replied. The questionnaire was clearly 
too ambitious; it covered land tenure, soil conditions, the state of drainage, 
labour and wages as well as acreages and crop yields.

No further steps were taken until 1844, when Milner Gibson and James Caird 
secured general support in the House of Commons for a motion seeking 
“authentic information upon all matters connected with the agriculture of the 
United Kingdom” in order that legislation should be based on facts rather than 
conjecture. W . E, Gladstone, then President of the Board of Trade, accepted 
the argument and the motion was withdrawn. Soon afterwards the Board of 
Trade asked the Poor Law Board for help in collecting agricultural statistics, 
since there “appeared to exist in the House of Commons a unanimous concur
rence in the opinion that some plan for ascertaining the annual produce of the 
soil would be highly advantageous to the country at large and especially to those 
who have produce to bring Into the market and who might thus be supplied with 
ampler means than they now possess of judging the time at which they can 
dispose of it with greatest advantage”. The Poor Law Board agreed to seek the 
help of the Boards of Guardians, provided that it was made clear that the informa
tion was not being sought for fiscal purposes. The resulting small-scale experi
ments were judged a failure, although the questionnaire was shorter and simpler 
than in 1836. Parallel experiments In Scotland and Ireland were much more 
successful.

When the results were published in 1847, Milner Gibson was Vice-President 
of the Board of Trade. Undeterred by the opposition of the English farmers, he 
sought leave to bring in a Bill for the collection of annual returns from all 
occupiers of agricultural land, through enumerators appointed by Superintendent 
Registrars. The plan was described as “wild and useless” and the Bill did not 
secure a second reading. Yet in the same year the Irish constabulary, under the 
supervision of the Registrar-General of Ireland, carried through the first Irish 
agricultural census with success. Unlike the Irish, the English farmer no longer 
feared famine; but unlike the Scottish farmer, he did fear his landlord.

The next initiative came in 1853 from the Highland and Agricultural Society, 
whose secretary, J. H. Maxwell, was commissioned by the Board to conduct an 
experiment in three Scottish counties at the same time as an English enquiry 
conducted through the Poor Law Unions. Once again the scheme succeeded in 
Scotland, where indeed censuses covered the whole country each year from 1854 
to 1857, but there were difficulties In England. Some Boards of Guardians would 
not co-operate, and estimators had to be specially engaged for their areas. 
Nevertheless the Board of Trade decided to persist on the same lines. A wider 
experiment in 1854 was judged fairly successful, though the Poor Law Inspectors
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who distributed the questionnaires to farmers encountered some hostility. 
Much depended on the attitude of local magnates: for example, the influence of 
Lord Berners in Leicestershire and the Earl of Stradbroke In Suffolk Is said to 
have overcome much of the Initial unwillingness to co-operate in those counties.

By 1856 a Select Committee of the House of Lords could say that "the Import
ance of obtaining accurate returns of the state of agriculture in this country is 
now so generally admitted that it appears to the committee scarcely necessary 
to dwell upon it". Their report pointed out that most of the leading states 
already had more or less perfectly organized systems for collecting agricultural 
statistics. The Committee recommended the introduction of compulsory returns 
of acreage, livestock numbers and quantities harvested, to be collected by the 
Board of Trade through the Poor Law machinery in England, the Highland 
Society in Scotland and the constabulary in Ireland.

The Lords were in advance of public opinion. They passed a Bill founded on 
the Select Committee’s Report, but it foundered in the Commons because of 
the opposition of the country gentlemen. Lord Palmerston agreed to withdraw 
the Bill, proposed to set up a further Select Committee next session, and failed 
to do so. A few members led by James Caird kept up the pressure, and sought 
to meet legitimate objections to the Lords’ Bill by using the registration rather 
than the Poor Law machinery, by making the census voluntary and by allowing 
postal returns. A Bill on these lines failed In 1857, and there was no further move 
until 1861. The Home Office then asked chairmen of Quarter Sessions In England 
and Wales whether they would support the use of the constabulary to collect 
acreage returns as In Ireland. Statistics of yield and of livestock were not 
mentioned. Only 18 of the 59 chairmen agreed to the scheme: some county 
Benches considered even voluntary returns to be inquisitorial, and the proposal 
was dropped.

James Caird waited for three years, and in June 1864 moved "that in the 
opinion of this House the collection and early publication of the agricultural 
statistics of Great Britain would be advantageous to the public interest". After 
a somewhat repetitive debate in a thin House, the motion was carried by 74 
votes to 62. At this stage Caird seems to have envisaged a sample survey covering 
only one-tenth of the land. On 31st March 1865 Milner Gibson, now President 
of the Board of Trade, said that the Government would If possible give effect 
to Caird’s resolution, and on 8th June £10,000 was voted for the collection of 
agricultural statistics for Great Britain. Only acreage returns were Intended, 
but almost at once the need for information on livestock became of overriding 
importance because of the advance of rinderpest, which removed much of the 
prejudice against returns. The Veterinary Service was created to control the 
plague, and in October a Royal Commission, set up to investigate It, asked the 
Board of Trade to secure returns of horned cattle and sheep to assess the extent 
of the damage. On 23rd February 1866 Milner Gibson announced that a schedule 
drawn up by the Board of Trade would be sent through the post to occupiers 
of agricultural land and collected by officers of the Inland Revenue. Some cattle 
owners, especially those in towns, did not receive a schedule, but the results 
were published in May. The acreage returns were collected on 25th June, and 
together these returns constitute the first comprehensive annual census to 
cover the whole of Great Britain.

In their report for 1866 the Board of Inland Revenue complained that "the  
reluctance, and even refusal, in many instances, of landowners in England to
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afford the information respecting acreage of crops which the Government 
desired to have, occasioned much trouble, but we are not aware of the reason 
by which they were actuated”. In such cases estimates had to be made. The 
reluctance of farmers, sometimes amounting to insult or defiance, was most 
marked in the eastern and southern counties of England, and was greater on 
large farms than on small. In the light of this experience, the General Order to 
collectors was amended to leave it to their discretion whether to issue forms 
or to try to collect the Information personally from occupiers who were unable 
or Indisposed to fill in the form. There was reason to fear that some tenants 
whose rent was decided by their stocking might deliberatelyunderstate livestock 
numbers, and that others might understate their acreage. In any event, the 
coverage of the first returns was inevitably incomplete. The results vvere. 
however, printed and distributed among the farming community as a gesture 
of goodwill.

For several years the reports from the Statistical Department of the Board 
of Trade continued to record with dismay the reluctance of some farmers to 
send in their returns. Perhaps the employment, as Collecting Officers, of local 
officers of the Department of Inland Revenue may have contributed to the 
farmers lack of enthusiasm for the new census but, for whatever reason, it was 
not until the census had been in operation for more than 10 years that the 
response rate reached a satisfactory level.

For much the greater part of the life of the census there has been very little 
change in the methods of collecting and processing the data. Indeed, without 
the benefits of modern electronic equipment there was little to be done beyond 
the simple processes of sending out forms, getting them back and adding up the 
figures to provide population totals at various geographical levels— parishes, 
counties etc. Whilst such population totals are still the most important product 
of the census, they have been supplemented in recent years by a wealth of 
additional information which automatic data processing has made available. It is 
now possible, for example, to describe the industry and, indeed, each part of it, 
in much greater detail and to measure changes not only in overall numbers 
of livestock or acreage of crops but in the distribution of such populations 
amongst farms of different sizes or different types.

But though processing techniques have improved substantially, there remains 
the basic problem of obtaining returns from farmers who for a variety of reasons 
seem unable to complete their annual returns promptly. Throughout the whole 
century the responsible government Department has relied mainly on the 
postal service for both delivery of the forms to the farmers and their return to 
the Collecting Officer. It has always been the practice to provide the farmer 
with a post-free method of return and the final response is excellent, though not 
all farmers respond to the first request. Nearly 150,000 reminders are sent out 
during June to those who do not make their return promptly, and further 
follow-up action is needed in some cases. In spite of these efforts it takes nearly 
five weeks to gather in the returns and, allowing for editing and processing, 
results cannot be published until about eight weeks from the census date. This 
naturally seems an unreasonable delay to those who assume that ail the returns 
are sent back within the period of seven days which the statutory form stipulates.
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Chapter II— A gricultural Land

For Tables listed below see Appendix II.

Table 39. 
Table 40. 

Ta6/e 41. 
Table 42. 

Table 43. 
Table 44. 
Table 45.

Area of agricultural land— England and Wales

Area of agricultural land— Scotland

Area of crops and grass— Great Britain

Area of arable land— Great Britain

Area of tillage— Great Britain

Area of permanent grass— Great Britain

Area of temporary grass— Great Britain

Map V Tillage as a percentage of crops and grass

The total land area of Great Britain is 56-2 million acres, and of England and 
Wales 37*i million acres, in both cases excluding inland water. Over a period 
as short as a century these figures can be regarded as constant, losses through 
coastal erosion being at least offset by land gained through reclamation following 
accretion. The supply of land is thus almost perfectly inelastic, while competing 
demands upon it have mounted during the past century and are still increasing 
in variety and intensity.

Some European countries have complete cadastral surveys, often connected 
with taxation, which, if kept up to date, would give a continuous record of land 
use. In Britain, where there has been no complete official survey of land utiliza
tion during the past century, the annual agricultural statistics have often had to 
bear a weight for which they were not designed, and much attention has been 
devoted to their accuracy and their comparability over time. Unfortunately any 
improvement in accuracy, however desirable in itself, militates against com
parability, since past figures cannot normally be amended. Hence long time-series 
extracted from the annual Agricultural Statistics must be used with caution. For 
example. Table I shows that the area under crops and grass in Great Britain 
was returned as 28*7 million acres in 1866 and 28*6 million in 1966; but it would 
be misleading to infer that over the century gains of Improved agricultural land 
have balanced losses. The defects of the first few years’ returns are indeed 
sufficiently obvious; the reasons for them, perhaps less so.

The 1866 census was based on entries In the parish rate books relating to land 
used for agriculture. The earlier experiments had revealed their limitations for 
this purpose, but there was no practical alternative. Since 1929 agricultural land 
has not been rated, but a century ago it was the main source of revenue In most 
rural parishes. In 1866, Excise officers sent the schedules by post to those who 
were listed in the rate books (Valuation Rolls in Scotland) as occupying more 
than 5 acres of land, or who had been assessed to income tax in respect of their 
land. The completed schedules were summarized by parishes and were then 
destroyed. When no return was made, the Excise officer or the local assessor 
of taxes (then an inexpert parish officer) made an estimate with the help of the 
rate book. As in the earlier experimental surveys, farmers were most co
operative in Scotland and least so In certain large estates in southern and eastern 
England.

' . , 1

.i

, I



J.\*

m  1/^ ^  ^  rv o  ^  —
mtou>tOLnLnkAi/>u>iOLn

tc
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g  m  m  f n  m  f<> f n  m  m  f n

^ 'O 'O nO O ̂  ̂  ̂  'O ̂  >o 
s O h ^ o D O ' O  —  
C O O O C O C O O ' O ' O ' O ' O ^ O ' C '

5̂ ’i

sftr

to J>'

S ^ “ - i

L  almost
Blit in w '" ' 

Table |s|,esthi

■ ■ l i i r i  « ■ ' 1U

inhabitants ,
natives, since pa/rnent 
The traditioo that thos
ante from the pof 
the rating lists, not al < 
areas had been brought 
as a reference year, pa 
adopted it, and partly
farming.

Without detailed loc
of the rise from 29*7m, 
detection of omissions 3
MPV f ^  flM ̂The reclamation of mo< 
of the centU7 continue
the acreage of crops anc 
figure for England and V 
area) for the first and ( 
some grassland of ve^  
than large gardens, the 

In 1892 holdings of
land used for rough gn 
on •* •*—

- tvs IVUgll g|«
it had been included j 

pasture was reclassified 
in the Lake District v 
reclassifications in upla
Some of these transfers 
«rr^ ion s;th eyrefleci
on the downland.

In
retrospect,

^ ̂  l a It app(
' “ 'hed its maximum 'if

y  grass (indudil 
>n Scotland

(in Scotl (Appe
were t

returned
' ° “ «h grazi

This t|



In 1867 the lower limit of5 acres which had been applied In 1866 was eliminated 
from the instructions, and the year’s returns should have related to ail crops, 
grass and bare fallow. Returns were In fact demanded from all occupiers In the 
parish rate books, and the area recorded in Great Britain rose from 28-7m. to 
297m. acres, almost the whole increase being in permanent grass (Appendix 
Table 41). But in some cases whole parishes or parts of parishes were omitted, 
and in many parishes there were small or remote parcels of land which remained 
undiscovered, being occupied by cottagers, crofters or squatters, who certainly 
paid no income tax and often paid no rates either. The difficulty went back to 
the time of the Old Poor Law, before 1834. At that time, many of the poorer 
inhabitants were not assessed to the poor rate, especially if they were not 
natives, since payment would have given them a legal settlement In the parish. 
The tradition that those who could barely maintain themselves without assist
ance from the poor rate should not be required to pay it led to omissions from 
the rating lists, not all of which had been rectified by 1867. Most of the omitted 
areas had been brought within the census by 1875, which is taken in this volume 
as a reference year, partly for that reason, partly because other studies have 
adopted it, and partly because it coincides with the end of Victorian high 
farming.

Without detailed local investigation it would be impossible to say how much 
of the rise from 297m. acres in 1867 to 3l*4m. acres in 1875 was due to the 
detection of omissions and how much to a real expansion in the cultivated area. 
The reclamation of moorland and heath which had characterized the first half 
of the century continued on a much reduced scale during the second half, and 
the acreage of crops and grass reached 32-9m. acres In 1891, when the recorded 
figure for England and Wales exceeded 28m. acres (75 per cent of the total land 
area) for the first and only time in our history. This total, however, included 
some grassland of very poor quality and some holdings which were little more 
than large gardens, the lower limit having been  ̂ acre since 1869.

In 1892 holdings of one acre or less were excluded, and mountain and heath 
land used for rough grazing was brought within the census. The stock grazing 
on it had been included from the first. Some land formerly returned as permanent 
pasture was reclassified under the new head; in particular, some 100,000 acres 
in the Lake District were immediately transferred, and there were further 
reclassifications in upland and heathland districts in the following decade. 
Some of these transfers may have been made belatedly, but they were not simply 
corrections: they reflected a real deterioration in the poorer pastures, especially 
on the downland.

In retrospect, it appears that the extent of cultivated land in Great Britain 
reached its maximum in the late eighties, when there were some 28m. acres of 
crops and grass (including bare fallow) in England and Wales and nearly 5 million 
acres in Scotland (Appendix Table 41). The steady fall which began about 1892 
(in Scotland, not until ten years later) continued until 1915, when 31-Sm. acres 
were returned. The sharp decline in and after 1918 was partly due to a real 
deterioration of land formerly improved (though it was not until 1925 that the 
Ministry was prepared to admit this) and partly to changes in the census schedule 
which made it clear that such land, even though enclosed, should be properly 
returned as rough grazing.

The area under crops and grass fell steadily from 30-9m, acres in 1921 to 
287m. In 1946. This trend was due to three causes: deterioration or even
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abandonment of land during the years of agricultural depression; the release 
of land for housing, at comparatively low densities, and other urban, industrial 
and recreational uses; and the needs of the Services during the Second World 
War. Against these losses, nearly 0-5m. acres not previously recorded in the 
census were entered during the war years; some of this was land previously 
derelict, but most of It should have been entered in the thirties. There is some 
confirmation of this in Thomas and Elms’ Economic Survey of Buckinghamshire 
Agriculture (1938) which located 13,000 acres in Buckinghamshire which should 
have been returned in 1936 but were not on the list. At the time the Ministry 
thought that no more than 100,000 acres were escaping enumeration in England 
and Wales, but 270,000 acres came to light in the single year 1941, when the 
rationing of animal feedingstuffs gave holders a strong incentive to make 
agricultural returns.

After 1946 there was a recovery to 28-9m. acres In 1954 as land was released 
from wartime uses; then the trend turned downward again, at first hesitantly, 
then more decisively. The total in the lOlst census in 1966 was 28-6 million 
acres, the lowest figure yet recorded.

Map 1 shows the proportion of the total area of each county which is currently 
returned as agricultural land. The percentage is lowest in Greater London and 
Surrey; it exceeds 90 per cent in the intensively farmed Holland division of 
Lincolnshire, and, at the other extreme, in Radnor, Westmorland and seven 
Scottish counties, five of them crofting; much of the mountain land returned 
there is of little or no agricultural value.

Map II shows what proportion of the total agricultural area is improved land 
(crops and grass including bare fallow). The percentage ranges from over 95 in 
the eastern and midland counties of England to under 10 in the Scottish High
lands. No English county falls below 50 per cent.

Rough Grazings in sole right: England and Wales
The 1892 census Included for the first time a return of mountain and heath 

land used for grazing. The first estimate of 2*8m. acres in England and Wales 
included some land in the hill counties previously returned as permanent grass; 
this fully accounts for the downturn in this category In 1892 after a long period 
of increase. As is usual with a new form of return, several years elapsed before 
anything like completeness of coverage and consistency of definition were 
achieved. It was made clear in 1911 that rough mountain and heath land should 
be returned whether it was enclosed by boundary fences or not. In 1921 “ moun
tain and heath land”  was replaced by “ rough grazings, mountain, heath, moor 
or down land or other rough grazing, whether enclosed by boundary fences or 
not, on which the occupier has the sole grazing rights” . The changes were 
intended as clarifications, but they led to some rough pasture in enclosed land 
which had formerly been improved being transferred to the redefined category. 
Rough grazings in sole right reached a maximum of4-3m. acres in 1941, and have 
since declined to 3-3m. acres in 1966 (Appendix Table 39).

Common Rough Grazings: England and Wales
Common rough grazings, the last reserve of uncommitted land in England and 

Wales, have never been Included In the June returns. Their extent was reviewed 
by the Ministry’s officers in 1921, and an estimate of 0*5m. acres previously used
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was raised to I -Om. This was described at the time as "a more accurate estimate 
of an area which has always been more or less grazed, and which does not vary 
much from year to year” . These estimates are seriously at variance with an 
estimate of I ’Sm. acres for common land in 1873 derived from returns from 
landowners (C I097 ). Annual estimates of the total area of common rough 
grazings have been made since 1935 (Appendix Table 39) and since 1949 the 
level has been fairly stable near l-Sm. acres. It Is now considered that the true 
figure has been of this order of magnitude throughout the century, though 
many rights of common of pasture are not used, or are exercised only occasion
ally. The agricultural census covers rough grazing in sole right, as distinguished 
from sole occupation; even when there is only one active commoner, he should 
not enter the land in his June returns.

Rough Grazings: Scotland
In England most of the agricultural land is "improved land'M.e. in crops and 

grass; in Scotland, with a harsher climate and steep terrain, three-quarters 
of the land is in rough grazings. This term covers a wide physical range from the 
gentle grassy hills of the Borders to extremely exposed bare rock In the West 
Highlands and presents complexities of classification and enumeration additional 
to those experienced in England. The Crofter’s Holdings (Scotland) Act 1886 
set up machinery for regulating common grazings in the seven crofting counties 
and it seems that their acreage was included in the census with other rough 
grazings from 1892, By 1927 at least I million acres were being included, but 
more complete enumeration (especially during the last ten years) has caused 
the figure to increase to 1̂  million acres in 1966, accounted for by 884 common 
grazings.

Deer forests, which despite the name are usually treeless, have presented 
difficulties from the beginning. Their capacity to carry sheep or cattle varies 
greatly from forest to forest, and since occupiers were asked from 1892 to return 
land used for grazing, proprietors tended to return all or none of the land, or 
some quite arbitrary part of it, as being used for grazing. Moreover double
counting tended to occur between the special deer forest returns and the normal 
agricultural returns, and between the former and some common grazing returns, 
for certain common grazings are situated on deer forests.

As in other sectors, the census has tended to become more comprehensive— 
for instance, during the First World W ar about million acres of deer forest 
land was brought into use for grazing and was included in the census. In 1932 
the census took in deer forest land "copob/e of being used for grazing" and 
this had the effect of adding about 900,000 acres to the rough grazing area. Even 
after this step had been taken there remained an anomaly in treatment between 
the special deer forest returns and the normal agricultural returns. The former 
provided for the separate recording (for elimination) of land not capable of 
being grazed (e.g. rocky hill tops), whereas the latter were clearly attracting all 
land on the farms whether or not it was capable of being used for grazing. In 
1959 the deer forests were brought into the normal census machinery in respect 
of their total acreage and all holdings were asked to return "mountain, hill, 
moor, deer forest (whether grazed or not) situated on the farming unit, whether 
enclosed or not". In addition a number of duplications and other errors were 
eliminated and the net effect was to Increase the rough grazing area returned 
by nearly I  ̂ million to some 12̂  million acres.
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Changes in the balance of tillage and grassland: Great Britain
Arable land (tillage and temporary grass) reached a maximum of I8-4m. acres 

In 1872. Because of omissions in the census, and for the further reasons explained 
below, the true figure at that time was probably greater. There followed a long 
decline to I4*3m. acres In 1915, a brief recovery to l5-8m. acres in 1918 and a 
steeper decline to 11-9m. in 1938. The Second World W ar. which had a far 
greater and more lasting effect on British agriculture than the First, raised the 
arable acreage to l7-9m. by 1944, a level last attained in 1878. In the post-war 
years the total fell back to l6-6m. acres In 1955 but had recovered to l7-5m 
by 1966.

The proportion of the crops and grass acreage devoted to tillage in each county 
is shown in Map V for the years 1875, 1938 and 1966. The year 1875 was chosen 
as marking the end of Victorian high farming, and 1938 because the arable 
acreage then reached its lowest point.

In 1875 no county except Westmorland, Caernarvon and Merioneth had less 
than 20 per cent of its crops and grass in tillage, and only two (Suffolk and Cam
bridgeshire) had more than 70 per cent. Percentages over 50 were found in the 
eastern half of England, from Hampshire up to the East Riding of Yorkshire, 
and also in eastern and north-eastern Scotland. By 1938 percentages over 50 
were restricted to a belt of counties from Suffolk to the East Riding together 
with East Lothian and Angus; the only counties with more than 70 per cent in 
tillage were Holland and the Isle of Ely. In 1966 many eastern counties In England, 
though not In Scotland, had more than recovered the 1875 position, so that the 
concentration of tillage between the Thames and the Humber had become much 
more marked. In many of the upland counties the proportion under tillage was 
little if at all greater than in the thirties.

The early years of the census present special difficulties of definition as regards 
grassland. The original definition of temporary grass was “ clover and artificial 
and other grasses under rotation” . This was explained as “ clover, sainfoin, 
‘seeds’ and ryegrass under rotation”  but in either form it appears to have led 
some farmers to return only one-year leys, other rotation grass being entered 
as permanent. In 1870 It was made clear that all grasses under rotation for one 
or more years were ‘temporary’. The main difficulty, however, was one which 
developed in the eighties and had the opposite effect. As arable farmers lost 
confidence In the future, temporary grass dropped out of the rotation and 
became permanent pasture. Whether it was still in the rotation depended on 
whether there was an intention to plough it up at some time In the next few 
years. “ The thought of man Is not triable” ; but no doubt much grass was 
permanent in this sense some years before the farmer was prepared to say so.

In I960 Scotland abandoned the distinction between rotation and permanent 
grass and Instead distinguished grass under and over 7 years old; the apparent 
rise of 316,000 acres under temporary grass in Scotland between 1958 and I960 
was due largely to this reclassification. For this reason, the arable acreage for 
years after 1958 is not strictly comparable with that for earlier years; and in 
compiling the county maps, crop acreages have been expressed as percentages 
of the tillage acreage rather than the arable. For tillage in Great Britain the 
maximum was 14-2m. acres in 1869, the minimum 8-3m. in 1939; the wartime 
maximum was l3-7m. in 1944, the post-war minimum 10-5m. in 1961 and the 
1966 acreage 11 ■9m.
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Permanent grass reached its maximum, l7-6m. acres, in 1914, and after falling 
to l5-8m. in 1919 rose steadily to l7-5m. in 1933. The land returned as permanent 
grass ranges from some of the best pastures in the world to land which is not 
ploughed because it is too remote, too hilly, or too low-lying and poorly drained. 
Thus, within the total cultivated area, permanent grass tends to be the residual 
use, and statistically it is the residual category. There is evidence that many 
farmers first enter their crops and temporary grass and then use permanent 
grass as the balancing item. The returns for England and Wales make no pro
vision for, and should not include, the area under buildings, farm roads, ponds, 
shelter belts and other non-agricultural uses. In the World Agricultural Census 
of 1960/61, when occupiers were asked to account for the total area of the 
holdings, these non-agricultural uses accounted for 882.000 acres and osiers and 
willows for a further 24,000 acres. A comparison with the June returns suggested 
that some 235,000 acres of this area were wrongly returned in the normal 
census, usually as permanent grass. In Scotland, non-agricultural areas on the 
holding have been separately returnable in the June census since 1959, and this 
problem does not now arise.

Losses of Agricultural Land in England and Wales
Table 3 shows changes in the recorded acreage of agricultural land in England 

and Wales from 1871 to 1966. From 1922 onwards it is possible to classify the 
net loss of agricultural land under four broad headings:

(a) to urban, industrial and recreational uses, including sports grounds and 
allotments;
to Government (mainly Service) Departments; 
to Forestry Commission and private woodlands; 
corrections and reclassifications.

Since the changes from year to year are small in comparison with the total area 
and also rather erratic, it is considered advisable to average them for successive 
five-year periods. The table should in any case be used with caution; as explained 
above, the true increase In the cultivated area up to 1891 was less than that 
recorded by the census, which was then steadily improving its coverage. The 
subsequent decrease in the area under crops and grass and the associated 
increase in rough grazing may be explained by the transfer of some poor grass
land from the former to the latter category. After the turn of the century, the 
total agricultural area showed little change until the First World War, but the 
crops and grass acreage continued to decline. This fall was checked during the 
war years, but between 1918 and 1921 crops and grass fell by 843 thousand acres. 
In the latter year a survey of common rough grazings revealed that some 487 
thousand acres previously returned as mountain and heath land were subject 
to common rights and were therefore outside the scope of the agricultural 
returns. The areas returned in 1918-21 were adjusted accordingly, and preceding 
figures for mountain and heath land are no doubt overstated for the same 
reason, though not necessarily to the same extent.

In the years of agricultural depression between the wars the fall in crops and 
grass considerably exceeded that in the total agricultural area, but over the 
twenty years 1946-66 there was no net loss of crops and grass, the losses of 
Improved agricultural land being offset by the area regained or upgraded from 
rough grazing.
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Since the Second W orld  W a r land has been lost to urban and Industrial 
development at a rate approaching 40 thousand acres a year, much less than the 
rate of loss in the thirties, no doubt because of stricter planning control under 
the 1947 legislation. During the past thirty years, agricultural land has been 
transferred to forestry at a rate of nearly 20 thousand acres a year. Some of the 
v/artime losses to the Service Departments have proved permanent, though 
recoveries are still continuing. The corrections and reclassifications occasioned 
by v^artime controls have been explained on page 10.

Annual Net Losses of Agricultural Land in England and Wales: 
Five-year averages, 1871/72-1875/76 to 1961/62-1965/66

T A B LE  3 Thousand acres

S’Year Period

Changes in the recorded

>871/72 to >875/76 
>876/77 to >880/81 
188r/82 to 1885/86 
>886/87 to >890/9! 
l89>/92 to  1895/96 
<>892/93 to 1895/96) 
>896/97 to 1900/01 
>901/02 to 1905/06 
1906/07 to >9)0/1 > 
l9 1 i/ )2 to  1915/16 
>916/17 to >920/21 
>921/22 to 1925/26 
<1922/23 to >925/26) 
1926/27 to 1930/31 
1931/32 to 1935/36 
1936/37 to >9^/41 
1941/42 to >945/46 
>946/47 to >950/51 
1951/52 to 1955/56 
1956/57 to >960/6! 
1961/62 to 1965/66

Agricultural Land lost to
acreage of 

Agricultural Land
Urban,

Industrial
and

Recreational
Development

Forestry
Commission

and
Private

Woodlands

Crops
and

Grass

Total
Agricultural 
Land (excl. 
common 

rough 
grazings)

Governm ent
Departments

-i 118-2 
+ 107-0 
+ 57-8 
+ 52-7
—  67-1

29-7
—  24-7
—  29-0
—  34-9 
->186-0
—  93-6
—  87-4

+ 83-3 
+ 28-3
—  4 2 
+ 0-5 
~  33-0

(u)— 206-8
—  48-2
—  43-2 —  22-5 —  0-0 —  1-4

—  78-6 —  43-9 —  52-2 —  0-1 —  6-7
—  84 0 —  61 -5 —  62-0 —  3-4 —  3-9
—  55-2 —  47-1 —  38-2 —  60-0 —  21-0
—  54-2 —  76-3 —  25-6 —  65-6 —  13-4
+ 29-9 —  13-4 —  39-5 + 29 4 —  21-1
+ 4-0 —  52-1 —  40-8 + 4-8 ~  22-9
—  18-4 —  58-4 —  35-1 4 3-4 —  20-1
~  13-5 —  47-4 —  37-9 + 2-5 —  14-1

Correction!
and

ReclastI* 
fi cations

+

+

(a) This figure is affected by the reclassification of 487 thousand acres of mountain and heath land as common 
rough grazings (page 14). But for this, the loss would have been 109-4 thousand acres per annum.

Changes in Agricultural Land recorded in Scotland
Table 4 shoves for Scotland the annual average changes in agricultural land 

recorded by the census for five-year periods from 1871 to 1966. The gains in 
crops and grass acre?ge shown during the first twenty years were presumably 
due to the improved coverage of the census, and similar causes (discussed In an 
earlier section dealing with rough grazings) lie behind the very large Increases 
in total acreage shown for several periods. For most of the century under review 
it is therefore not possible to trace the true magnitude of the changes which 
have occurred in the acreage of improved land or of all agricultural land.

Since 1951 Scottish farmers have been asked to state the use to which land 
lost to agriculture has been put, and similarly to account for the gains from the 
non-agricultural sector. Table 5 shows that in recent years the annual loss to 
urban development has been about 5,000 acres. Although forestry has been 
taking over 40,000 acres, this consists almost entirely of rough grazings,
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Chapter III—Agricultural Holdings
Numbers and Size of Holdings: England and Wales

Table 6 shows the number of agricultural holdings of different sizes in England 
and Wales at intervals of ten years from 1875 to 1935, then in 1944, 1951, 1955 
and 1957 and at two-year intervals from 1960, as the rate of change accelerated. 
Table 7 shows the corresponding distribution of the crops and grass acreage 
for those years for which comparable data are available.

The pattern of farm size (the distribution of the agricultural land among 
holdings) was largely settled before the census began, and has changed only 
slowly during the past century. Many farm boundaries are medieval, if not older 
still, especially those which coincide with parish boundaries, thus helping to 
make the parish a suitable first-stage grouping for census purposes. In open-field 
parishes, the broad division of agricultural land into farms was determined by 
the enclosure of the common fields, which was all but completed by 1866. The 
long struggle to extend the frontier of cultivation by reclaiming the waste, 
which had proceeded throughout history, continued into the eighties; this 
process was also “ enclosure” , though it had little but the name In common with 
the Parliamentary enclosure of the very ancient open fields.

In 1885 there were 453 thousand holdings with over one acre of crops and 
grass; in addition, returns were rendered by 22 thousand holdings with not 
more than one acre. In 1892, when rough grazing was first recorded, holdings 
with not more than one acre of agricultural land were excluded from the scope 
of the census. Holdings with more than one acre of rough grazing, but with no 
crops or grass, were not enumerated until 1907, and then very Incompletely for 
many years; they are excluded in the following discussion. Their number only 
once exceeded 8 thousand, in 1939, and in 1966 stood at 5,871.

The second line ofTable 6 gives the size distribution of holdings in 1885, when 
the cultivated area of England and Wales was very near its maximum. At this 
climax, there were 55 thousand holdings of 50-100 acres, 67 thousand of 100-300 
and 17 thousand of over 300 acres. Until the First World W ar the tendency was 
for the first two of these groups to increase and for the large farms to decline 
in numbers; the corresponding figures in 1915 were 60, 70 and 14 thousand. 
Between the wars the decline extended to the 100-300 acre group, but holdings 
of 50-100 acres showed an increasing trend until 1933, while those of 20-50 
acres reached their peak in 1921. In holdings under 20 acres the decline was 
continuous until 1947. The total number of holdings fell steadily to 355 thousand 
in 1940, but rose abruptly to 373 thousand in 1941 when animal feedingstuffs 
were rationed. Most of these additional holdings were very small; some proved 
on later investigation to be of one acre or less; others were more properly 
regarded as parts of holdings already enumerated. These difficulties were largely 
resolved by 1946, when the total number of holdings was about the same as 
in 1939, more complete enumeration having offset any continuation of the long
term decline. At the time a more or less steady fall in the number of holdings 
separately returned was taken for granted; but there followed a remarkable 
reversal of the trend, which continued until 1952 and raised the number to 380 
thousand. The pressure on small farmers which is to be expected in an industri
ally developed country with rising living standards was delayed In Britain by 
the rise in the proportion of food supplies produced at home (one-third before 
the war, about one-half after it) and in particular by the tendency for dearer
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home-produced commodities to replace bread and flour in the national diet. In 
this situation the small farmer could maintain and even improve his position 
by expanding his production of eggs, pig products and milk, through more
intensive operation, i J   ̂ j J~L ̂  0 II fS ̂  I Iof holdings v îth 20-100 acres of crops and grass maintained their numbers until 
1951; those with 15-20 acres, most of which were non-viable even under these 
favourable conditions, declined continuously, while the numbers 
under 15 acres recorded in the census increased in numbers until 1953; these 
were mostly spare-time holdings or accommodation or amenity land on which
the occupier did not depend for a living. i u r

From 1954 onwards there was a continuous decline in the 
holdings and in the numbers in all size groups up to 150 acres 
up to 300 acres. The larger holdings continued to increase in number. The taii 
may indeed have started earlier and proceeded farther than the table shows. 
Two or more holdings which are being worked as a single agricultural unit may 
continue to render separate census returns for some years; statistical amal
gamation tends to lag behind the facts, especially as a farmer may be requested 
but cannot be compelled to complete a consolidated return for two or more
holdings which he still regards as distinct.

The net result of these complex changes was that in 1966 the distribution of 
holdings was still generally similar to that in 1885 for size groups over 50 acres. 
In view of the trend towards amalgamation, this similarity was probably no more 
than transient. There had already been large decreases in all size groups below
50 acres.

Numbers and Size of Holdings: Scotland
Table 8 gives the numbers of holdings of different sizes in Scotland and Table 9 

the corresponding distribution of crops and grass acreage at ten-yearly intervals 
from 1875 to 1945, then five-yearly to I960 and at two-year intervals to 1966.

The trends shown are affected by changes in the coverage of the census and 
in the instructions to farmers as to the number of returns they should submit. 
Until 1955 a separate return was requested for each entry in the Valuation Roll, 
and the fall in the total number of holdings was therefore very slow; there was 
indeed some increase in the number of the smallest holdings during the Second 
W orld W ar, no doubt for the same reasons as in England and Wales. From 1957 
onwards, however, occupiers were encouraged to render a single return for 
holdings which were farmed together. These special instructions were continued 
until 1963, and led to a sharp fall in the number of holdings.

In spite of difficulties of interpretation caused by these changes in admini
strative arrangements, it is clear that some of the trends in Scotland were 
broadly similar to those in England and Wales. The number of large farms with 
more than 300 acres of crops and grass was declining slowly from 1895 until the 
early fifties; the subsequent rise is partly due to paper amalgamations but is 
continuing in all size groups over 100 acres. The number of holdings with 
100-300 acres has been decreasing for some 50 years. Between the wars the 
number of holdings with 30-100 acres was well maintained, but since 1945 the 
numbers have substantially declined.

Comparing the acreage distribution in 1966 with that in 1895, when the 
cultivated area in Scotland was near its maximum, it appears that the smaller 
holdings have declined in relative importance as well as In absolute numbers;
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oo

<s

U) ^

D O O

h**oo<̂ o — <Nm̂ tnû N0N0>0'0 
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those with 100-300 acres have maintained their relative position, while those 
with 300-1,000 acres account for a much higher proportion of crops and grass 
than 70 years ago, though the largest holdings with over 1,000 acres have not 
yet recovered their previous position (Table 9).

Tenure: England and Wales
Until quite recently the great majority of farmers in England and Wales 

were tenants and most of the agricultural land was tenanted. Returns relating 
to the acreage of crops and grass owned and rented were rendered from 1887 
to 1914, but analyses of the number of holdings involved are available only from 
1887 to 1891 and from 1908 to 1914. Returns relating to tenure were again 
rendered from 1919 to 1922. More recently they have been obtained in the 
course of the W orld Agricultural Censuses of 1950 and i960.

In 1887-91 some 82 per cent of occupiers were solely tenants, 14 per cent 
owned the whole of their land and the remaining 4 per cent owned part of their 
holdings. About 85 per cent of the total area of crops and grass was tenanted 
and 15 per cent owned by the occupier.

Number of Holdings by Tenure—England and Wales

T A BLE  10 Number

Year Rented Owned
Part rented/ 
Part owned

Total
(excluding holdings 
comprising rough 

grazing only)

1887 ... 393.047 64,588 18,99! 431,828 (a)
1888 ... 400,297 67,389 20.327 488,013
1889 ... 405,859 66,385 20,143 492,387
1890 ... 408,040 66,130 20,665 494,835
1891 ... 404,630 68,923 21.373 494,926

Rented or Owned or
mainly rented mainly owned

1908 ... 375,212 54,869 430,081
1909 ... 374,892 55,920 430,812
1910 ... 376,241 55,433 431.674
1911 ... 381,134 54.176 435,310
1912 ... 384,914 50,972 435,886
1913 ... 386.917 48.760 435,677
1914 ... 385,920 49.204 435,124

1919 ... 368,003 48,665 416,668
1920 ... 360,757 57,234 417,991
1921 ... 349,664 70,469 420,133
1922 ... 352.035 62,680 414,715

Mainly Mainly
Rented Owned Rented Owned

1950 ... 185.004 138,733 56,256 379.993 (6)
I960 ... 123,715 157,651 20,590 31,220 333,175 (c)

Includes 5,202 holdings which cannot be distributed between the preceding columns. 
Includes 7,219 holdings which comprised rough grazing only.
Includes 5,990 holdings which comprised rough grazing only, but excludes 17,751 
statistically insignificant holdings.
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31,828(0)
38,013
91387
94,835
94,926

130,061
130,812
131.674
135,310
135.886
135.677
135.124

116.668
117.991
120.133
114.715

jdes

Acreage of Holdings by Tenure—England and Wales

T A B LE  I I Thousand acres

1

Year
Area Rented Area O wned Total A rea of 

Crops and Grass

1887 23,291 4,217 (0) 27.800
1888 23.522 4,284 27,806
1889 ... 23,618 4,227 27,845
1890 ... 23.646 4,226 27,872
1891 ... 23,809 4,193 28,001

1908 24,014 3,334 27.348
1909 ... 23,986 3,337 27,323
1910 ... 23,964 3,329 27,293
I9H 24,002 3.247 27,249
1912 ... 24,220 2.954 27.175
1913 ... 24,239 2,891 27,129
1914 ... 24.152 2.962 27,114

1919 ... 23,458 3.296 26,748
1920 ... 22,404 4,103 26,507
1921 .. 20,912 5,232 26,144
1922 ... 21,386 4,640 26,026

1950 ... (6) 17.604 (b) 10,810 (b) 28,414
I960 ... (c) 14.500

(
(c) 14.031 (c) 28.532

Includes 292 thousand acres which cannot be distributed between the preceding columns. 
Acreage of crops and grass and rough grazing.
Total area of holdings including agricultural area (crops, grass and rough grazing) and 
also woodlands, farm roads, land under buildings, waste ground etc. form ing part of 
agricultural holdings, as returned at the 1960/61 W o rld  Census of A gricu ltu re.

In the south-eastern coastal counties from Hampshire to Suffolk Inclusive, and 
also in Huntingdonshire, the proportion owned by the occupier in 1887 was 
20-30 per cent, and In Surrey and Berkshire over 30 per cent (Map Hi); but the 
percentage declined towards the north and west, and was under 10 per cent In 
a belt of counties stretching from Northumberland to Glamorgan. The only 
counties outside the Midlands and the South-East with more than the national 
average of 15 per cent owner-occupied were Cumberland and Cardigan.

By 1908 the proportion of improved land owned by those who occupied it had 
fallen to 12 per cent, and by 1914 to 11 per cent. During 1919-21 many agri
cultural estates were broken up, and by the end of this period the proportion 
owned by occupiers had risen to 20 per cent. Many tenants appear to have been 
unwiliing purchasers of their farms, and In 1922 the proportion fell back to 18 
per cent. In the National Farm Survey of 1941/43, which was confined to holdings 
of 5 acres or more, the corresponding figure was 33 per cent (Table 7 of the 
report Notiono/ Farm Survey of England and Wales, H.M.S.O., 1946). The trend 
towards increased owner-occupancy became more marked between 1950 and 
I960; during this decade the land owned by occupiers rose from 38 to 49 per 
cent of the total. The proportion of owner-occupiers Is higher amongst the 
smali farms, so that the analysis by number of holdings (Table 10) differs from 
the distribution by area (Table 11), In 1950 36 per cent of holdings were entirely 
owned by their occupiers: by I960 this figure had risen to 47 per cent and there
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were in addition over 9 per cent of holdings mainly though not entirely owned 
by their occupiers. The proportion of land occupied by those who owned it was 
38 per cent in 1950 and 49 per cent in I960. The percentages for 1950 relate to 
the agricultural area (crops, grass and rough grazing); those for I960 to the total 
area of agricultural holdings as returned at the World Census. Broadly speaking 
the proportion of land owner-occupied in 1960 was above the national average 
in southern England, East Anglia and most of Wales, and somewhat below it 
in the Midlands and North, though only in nine counties did it fall below 40 per 
cent and in only two of these (Middlesex and the Soke of Peterborough) below 
30 per cent. The proportions over 60 per cent were found in Suffolk and Essex, 
in mid-Wales and In the Isle of W ight (Map IV).

Tenure; Scotland
In Scotland the Agricultural Census has collected information about the acreage 

owned and rented since 1887, when 15 per cent of the crops and grass acreage 
was owned by its occupiers. The highest proportions were 33 per cent in 
Kinross, 24 in Fife and 20 in Argyll; percentages under 10 were found in five 
counties in north-east and three in south-west Scotland (Map III).

Until 1902 the crops and grass acreage owned by occupiers fluctuated around 
12 per cent of the total, and then began to decline gently until 1912. There was 
a steady increase in owner-occupation from 1919 until 1933, when it accounted 
for nearly one-third of the acreage, followed by a very slow decline until 1944, 
and then a resumption of the upward trend which carried the proportion of 
Improved land which was owner-occupied land to 51 per cent by I960. Per
centages below 50 were found in the highland and island counties except Orkney 
as well as in several southern counties. Much the lowest percentage In Great 
Britain was 3 in Bute. In contrast to 1887 owner-occupation was most prevalent 
in a group of four south-western counties; the only other counties with more 
than 60 per cent crops and grass in owner-occupation were Orkney, Kinross and 
East Lothian.

Since 1961, the census has taken into account the tenure status of all the land 
on farms (including rough grazings, roads, buildings and farm woodlands), and 
this shows that nearly 60 per cent of all farm land (in sole occupation) Is currently 
owner-occupied. As only 41 per cent of units are owner-occupied or mainly 
owner-occupied, it follows that they are well above average In size, In fact 
nearly 400 acres as compared with under 200 acres in the case of rented or 
mainly rented units. Two factors which go some way to explain this large differ
ence in average size are the inclusion of about 15,000 holdings under crofting 
tenure In the tenanted sector, and large estate farms-in-hand in the owner- 
occupied sector.
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Number of Holdings by Tenure—Scotland

T A B LE  12

Year

1887
1888
1889
1890
1891

»  f t  ♦

» % •

Rcnced

74.870
75,665
75.889
76.393
76.384

Owned

5.995
6.044
6.054
6.049
6,535

Year Rented or Mainly Rented

1908
1909
1910
1911 
1911
1913
1914

f t  f t  ♦

» ft •

72,129
72.216
72.024
71,908
72,426
71.740
71,259

1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925 
(926
1927
1928
1929 
(930

f t  f t  ♦

f t  f t  « ♦  f t  ft

•  % ft

69,684
68.449
68,177
67.753
67,186
66,872
65.649
62,946
61,527
60,838
59,581

1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939
1940

ft

• 4 ft
• f t  ft

58.720
58,496
57,651
56,859
56,665
56,757
56,727
56,726
56.535
57,177

Part Rented/ 
Part Owned

Owned or Mainly Owned

6,419
6,1436,110
6.041
5,236
5,148
5,891

6,218
7,554
7,824
8,381
9,024
9,289

10.368
12,920
14,285
14.908
16,097

1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950

ft

• ♦ft

58,304
58,528
58,712
58.317
58,260
58,291
57,460
57,108
56,681
54,514

17.130
17,415
17.991
17,775
17,670
17,560
17,189
17,291
17,756
17,624

1951
1952
1953
1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960

f t  f t  •

54,172
53,600
52,711
51,668
50,068
49,075
47,094
41,859
38,790
37.918

17,415
17,251
17,167
17,157
17,456
17,033
17,418
17,618
18,192
20,278

20,434
20,844
21,269
21,922
22,958
23,100
23,655
24,089
23,121
23,390

1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

37,579
36,851
36,319
34,854
33,581
33,104

24,171
24,102
24,125
23,404
23,254
23,240

Num ber

T o u l

81,291
82,193
82,453
83,006
83,540

Total

78,548
78.359
78,134
77,949
77,662
76,888
77,150

75,902
76.003
76,001
76,134
76,210
76,161
76,017
75,866
75,612
75,746
75,678

75,850 
75,911 
75,642 
74,634 
74,335 
74,317 
73,916 
74.017 
74,291 
74.801

75.719
75,779
75.879
75.474
75.716
75,324
74.078
74,726
74.873
74.792

74.606
74,444
73,980
73.590
73,026
72,175
70.749
65,948
61,911
61,308

61,750
60,953
60.444
58,258
56,835
56,344

Up to I960, tenure sm us was determined on the basis of the crops and grass acreage, and holdings consisting 
solely of rough grazings were excluded. From 1961, tenure status was determined on the basis of total acreage.

Holdings w ith less than I acre but at least i  acre were included from 1887 to 1891.

y

29

fC

¥  I  t m



v»l

Ml

JTA
rtl

4 t
X

■>
I ♦

Acreage of Holdings by Tenure—Scotland
T A B LE  13 Thousand acres

« I I

Crops and Crops and Total Cro
Year Grass Grass and

Area Rented Area Owned Grass A r
1887 4,247 618 4,865
1888 4,252 627 4.879
I8B9 4  •  * 4,263 626 4,888
1890 •  4  # 4,278 618 4,896
1891 # #  # 4,291 626 4,917
1892 4,285 616 4,902
1893 •  #  4 4,275 615 4.890
1894 #  •  • 4,284 608 4,892
1895 f t  #  # 4,288 606 4.894
1896 f t  f t  9 4,292 605 4,897

1897 # 9 9 4,280 613 4,893
1898 4,279 614 4,893
1899 ♦  9  ft 4,280 617 4,898
1900 9 9  ft 4.286 613 4,899
1901 4.278 622 4.900
1902 #  #  * 4,279 618 4,897
1903 9 9 9 4,289 603 4.892
1904 9 9 # 4,288 601 4.889
1905 m s s 4.274 607 4,881
1906 9  f t  ft 4,271 602 4,873
1907 # # # 4,269 597 4,866
1908 4,270 593 4.863
1909 f t  9 9 4.276 584 4,860
1910 f t  f t  ♦ 4.275 578 4.853
1911 s m s  1 4.276 570 4,846
1912 1

4 S  % 4.346 475 4,821
1913 9  f t  ft 4,290 508 4,798
1914 9  f t  ft 4,260 527 4.786
1915 4,306 475 4,781
1916 4.322 454 4.776
1917 ♦  f t  9 4.343 433 4.776
1918 9  f t  • 4.330 431 4.761
1919 9 9  ft 4,303 448 4,751
1920 9 9 9 4,133 606 4,739

1921 f t  f t  ft 3,973 757 4.730
1922 9  f t  ft 3,904 821 4,725
1923 9 9  ft 3,840 884 4,724
1924 ♦  ♦ ♦ 3.765 950 4,715
1925 f t  9 9 3,711 994 4,705
1926 f t  f t  ft 3,598 1,095 4,693

Year
Crops and 

Grass
Area Rented

1927 3,455 1,226 4.6811928 3.346 1,319 4.6651929 3,303 1,350 4.6531930 3,230 1,411 4.6411931 3.172 1,460 4.6321932 3,140 1,482 4.6221933 3.103 1,511 4.6141934 3,097 1,503 4.6001935 3,108 1,491 4.5991936 3,109 1,483 4^92
1937 3,122 1,449 4.5711938 3.122 1,438 4.5601939 3,106 1,452 4.5S81940 3.106 1,421 4,5271941 3.081 1,389 4.4701942 3,064 1,369 4.4331943 3.060 1,367 4,4271944 3,064 1,359 4.4231945 3,039 1.386 4.4251946 3,025 I.39S 4.420
1947 2,990 1.424 4.4141948 2.974 1.443 4.4171949 2,925 1.491 4.4161950 2,828 1.571 4,399
1951 2,786 1,608 4,3941952 2.728 1,663 4,391
1953 2,654 1,734 4.388
1954 2,588 1,800 4.3881955 2,491 1,896 4,387
1956 4,453 1,937 4,390
1957 2,370 1017 4.387
1958 2,218 2,158 4.3761959 2,174 2.185 4,359
I960 2,115 2,215 4.330

Crops and 
Grass

Area Owned

Total Crops 
and

Grass Area

I96M f t  «  ft 6,567 9.130 15,697
1962 f t  % ft 6,460 9.189 15.649
1963 i(o) 6.397 9,215 15,612
1964 1̂ ... 6.345 9,255 15.600
1965 1 - 6,339 9.197 15,536
1966 J1 ... 6,349 9.118 15,467

(o) Total area including deer forests, area under roads, yards etc., and ancillary woodlands, but excluding common 
rough grazings.

Farm Classification: England and Wales
The introduction of automatic data processing has made it possible to analyse 

the structure of farming in England and Waies in greater depth. In Table 14 
hoidings are classified by type of farming according to the relative importance 
of the various enterprises (dairying, cereal grov/ing, etc.) on the holding as 
recorded In the June census. The Importance of each enterprise Is measured by 
the contribution It makes to the standard labour requirements of the whole 
holding. The method used was to take the acres of crops and numbers of livestock 
on each holding at the June census, and to multiply each item by standard labour 
coefficients (in standard man-days of eight hours of adult male labour); based 
on average levels of labour efficiency. The holdings were then divided into two 
groups according to whether the total standard man-days on them, including 
an allowance of 15 per cent for overhead labour use, were fewer than 275 or 
not. For the 275 s.m.d. or more groups of holdings the cropping and stocking 
standard man-days were aggregated into their appropriate cropping and livestock
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enterprises. Female "other cattle" were allocated to the dairy and beef enter- 
prises according to the number of dairy and beef cows and of male “ other cattle . 
Grass was allocated to the dairy, beef and sheep enterprises according to their 
requirements for it, any surplus being treated as part of the cropping enterprise. 
A distinction was also made between field-scale and market garden vegetables, 
the former being allocated to the cropping enterprise and the latter to horti
culture. This distinction was based on the type and number of vegetable crops 
grown on the holding. After this aggregation into enterprises, holdings with 
275 standard man-days or more were classified according to the following
scheme.

Type*of«Parm ing C lass D is trib u tio n  o f to ta l standard  m an*days

1. Specialist dairy
2. Mainly dairy

• s e
4  *  « 4 8 ♦

s e a # S s ess
s s e
s a e

HoW/ngs with 275 uandcrd mcn-doyi or more
75 per cent or more in dairyinf.
More than 50 per cent and less chan 75 per cent 

in dairying.
3. Livestock rearing and fattening:

mostly cattle ••• ••• i • i • j
4. Livestock rearing and fattening: More than 50 per cent in livestock rearing and

fattening of which ......................................^ .. ..................  , ,
O ther holdings w ith  more

I than SO per cent In IWe-
(  stock rearing.

mostly sheep 
5. Livestock rearing and fattening: 

cattle and sheep ..............

'‘75 per cent or more in cattle 

75 per cent or more in sheep

6. Predominantly poultry «.

7. Pigs and poultry 4 • • see

75 per cent or more in pigs and poultry, of 
which 75 per cent or more in poultry.

75 per cent or more In pigs and poultry, of which 
less than 75 per cent in poultry.

‘More than 50 per cent and less than 75 per cent 
in pigs and poultry.

8. Cropping, mostly cereals

9. General cropping

10. Predominantly vegeubi

11. Predominantly fruit

12. General horticulture

13. Mixed ee s ee s

More than SO per cent in cropping of which •••

75 per cent or more in horticulture of which

75 per cent or more in horticulture, of which 
neither horticultural vegetables nor fruit 
are 75 per cent o r more.

More than 50 per cent and less than 75 per cent 
in horticulture.

No more than 50 per cent In any main enterprise 

(o) In 1963 the qualifying lim it was 75 per cent.

so per cent o r more in 
cereals (o)

Less than SO per cent in 
cereals (a)

75 percent o r more in horti
cultural vegetables.

75 per cent o r more in fru it.

The standard man-day weights used in 1963 were again applied In 1964 and 
1965, but in 1966 some of them were revised to conform to current levels of 
labour use, the most significant revisions relating to laying fowls. As there were 
many holdings with a laying flock of under 500 fowls, the effect of halving their 
standard labour requirements, together with other minor changes, was to move 
some five thousand holdings below the threshold of 275 standard man-days. 
But for these changes, the fall in the number of holdings with less than 275 s.m.d. 
would have continued in 1966.

This short time series confirms the trend towards specialisation In farming; 
this is evident from the Increase In specialist dairy holdings, the rise In cereal 
holdings as compared with the “ general cropping”  group, and especially the 
marked decline in the number of mixed holdings.
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Numbers of Holdings in England and Wales by Type of Farming 
T A BLE  14 Number

Type of Farming

Specialist dairy ...
•  9 9

Mainly dairy
4 9

Livestock rearing and fattening: mostly cattle

Livestock rearing and fattening: mostly sheep

General livestock rearing and fattening: cattle 
and sheep ...........................

Predom inantly p o u ltry ...

Pigs and poultry •  9 •  9

Cropping, mostly cereals

General cropping

England and W ales

1963

29,677

34.903

2,854

6,531

14,159

4,209

4,507

24,807

Predom inantly vegetables

Predom inantly fru it

General horticulture

Mixed holdings w ith 275 s.m.d. o r more

Total holdings w ith  275 s.m.d. o r more

1,951

1964

29.445

32,911

3,369

6,417

13,523

5,018

5.211

6,345

18,763

2,755

11,229

22,667

Holdings w ith less than 275 s.m.d

A ll holdings •  9

160,249

175,435

335.684

1,915

2,581

11,054

20.839

1965 1966

29,528 31,462

31.247 27,886

3,456 3.611

6,206 5.946

15,061 15,396

4,521 3,343

5.073 5,401

7,857 8,605

18.774 17,275

1,846 1,835

2.528 2.357

10,614 10,632

19,496 15,277

157.391

171,413

328,804

156,207 149.026

167,573 169.027

323,780 318,053

Farm Classification: Scotland
Farms in Scotland were first classified into farming types on the basis of the 

June 1927 Agricultural Returns, and the exercise has been repeated, with 
increasing degrees of sophistication, at intervals since then. Since 1947 farms 
have been allocated to types on the basis of a calculation of labour requirement 
of each enterprise.

Some of the results of these classifications are summarised in Table 15. Since 
the method used and the classifications adopted have changed, the results are not 
readily comparable. However, some features, such as the relatively steep decline 
In the number of dairy farms in recent years, do emerge. Perhaps the most 
striking feature is the stability in the number of non-full-time units, whereas 
the number of full-time farms appears to have fallen by almost one-third in 
forty years. This table charts the decline in the number of units over the past 
forty years with greater accuracy than the tables given earlier In this chapter, 
since at the 1927, 1947 and 1956 classifications steps were taken to amalgamate 
those returns which Internal evidence suggested were merely portions of larger 
agricultural units.

Articles giving further particulars of the Scottish classifications are listed in 
the bibliography on pages 88 and 89.
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Numbers of Holdings in Scotland by Type of Farming
T A B L E I 5

Type of Farm 1927 1947 1956 1962 1965

H ill s h e e p .......................................
Upland
Rearing w ith  arable
Rearing w ith  Intensive livestock
Arable rearing and feeding
C ro p p in g .......................................
Dairy ...........................
Horticu ltural ...........................
Pou ltry .......................................
P i g ...........................
Mixed intensive ...........................
O ther full-time ...........................

1,866
io)
(0)
(0)

{o)
9,095

940
297
32

(0)
24,261

2,025

’ 13.640

6,141
8,667

757
244
175
280
279

1.815
3.281
3.933
2.538
3.523
4,415
8.754
1,210

432
337
279

1,424
3,771
5,708
1.710
2,356
3,940
7,393

935
341
343
280

Total full-time ...........................
O ther holdings ...........................

36,491
31,306

32.208
31,645

30,517
32.292

28,201
32,752

24.600
32,200

A ll holdings ........................... 67,797 63.853 62,809 60,953 56,800

(o) Included w ith  “ O th er full-time »1

Chapter IV—Acreage and Production of Crops
For Tables listed below see Appendix

Table Acreage 
Wheat 
Barley 
Oats 
Potatoes 
Sugar beet 
Turnips and swedes 
Mangolds 
Grass cut for hay 
Hops, orchards and small fruit 
Vegetables (excluding potatoes) 
Production 
Wheat 
Barley 
Oats 
Potatoes 
Sugar beet 
Turnips and swedes 
Hay

Wheat 
Barley
Oats ^per 100 ocres of t///age
Pototoes 
Fodder crops
Grass for mowing per 100 acres of crops and grass
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The broad trends in the balance of tillage, temporary and permanent grass during 
the past century have been outlined in Chapter II. The recorded areas under 
permanent grass and arable were much the same in 1866 as in 1966 but since 
many holdings were omitted from the returns in the former year detailed 
comparisons are best made in percentage terms. Table 16 therefore gives the 
proportion of the total crops and grass area devoted to the main crops, to bare 
fallow and to rotation and permanent grass in 1866, 1875, 1938 and 1966 The 
two intermediate dates are those to which the maps relate. The 1966 figures for 
England and Wales have also been reworked, excluding holdings with less than 
5 acres of crops and grass, which would have been excluded In 1866, but as the 
changes in the percentages are quite trivial (the largest being a fall of 0-25 for 
permanent grass) the amended figures are not shown.

Cropping in Great Britain 186̂ 1966
T A B LE  16

1866 1875 1938

♦  f t  •

• • •

• • •

6 •

W heat 
Barley 
O au  ...
Rye ..............
Beans and peas
H o p s ..............
Potatoes
Turnjps and swedes...
Mangolds ..............
Carrots ..............
Cabbage. kohUrabi. rape 
Kale ... ,,,
Sugar beet ..............
Orchards ..............
Small fruit ........................
Vegetables for human co 

sumption (excluding pota 
toes and carrots)

Hardy nursery stock, flowers 
Vetches, lucerne, and any 

other crop except clover 
and grass 

Bare fallow ...
Temporary grass 
Permanent grass

• •  •

Total Crops and Grass

Thousand
acres %

Thousand
acres

%

0//o
Thousand

acres

1

%
3.350 M-7 3.342 10-6 1,923 6-62,237 7-8 2,510 8-0 934 3*42,760 9-6 2.664 8-5 2.098 7*260 0 2 55 0-2 20 0* 1845 2-9 881 2 8 (o) 170 0*657 0-2 69 0-2 18499 1-7 523 r-7 610 212,152 7-5 2.143 6 8 727 2*5259 0-9 362 11 218 0* 117 0-1 15 16166 0 6 190 0 6 \  173 ^ 6— /

— 336 M
253 0 9

(b) 58 0-2

470 16 • 439 1 4 271 0 9
24 0 1

251 0-9
965 3-4 558 1-8 370 1-2

3.694 12-9 4,354 13-9 3.361 M-5n ,l4 9 38-9 13.313 42-4 17.410 59-5
28,680 1000 31.416 100-0 29,271 1000

1966

Thousand
acres

(o)

2,235 
5.958 

825 
iO 

103 
20 

612 
(o)(c)299 

42 
28 

302

7-820-8
2-9

}
(cO
(e)

446
188
45

333
34

0-4 
0 1 
2 (  
10 
0-1 
0-t 
I I

16
0-7
0-1

180
262

5,601
11.116

12 
0 1

0-6
0-9

19-6
38-8

28.635 lOO-O

(o) For stockfeeding.
thousand acres of small fruit grown under orchard trees; this acreage is also returned as

(e) In England and W ales this figure includes fodder beet.
England and W ales figure only; in Scotland the acreage of any crop or grass grown under trees is included 
against its proper heading. .W here there is no crop or grass the acreage is included under bare fallow.
Includes 4^^thou$and acres of small fruit grown under orchard trees: this acreage is also returned as 
"Orchards'*.

{d)

(e)

Cereals (Appendix Tables 46-48 and 56-58)
The oldest regular series of agricultural statistics (discussed in Chapter IX) 
relates to grain prices, which were collected at ports and other market towns 
In order to regulate the overseas corn trade. Since 1793 wheat imports have 
always exceeded exports, and for most of the nineteenth century Russia and 
Prussia were the main overseas suppliers. The full impact of the cultivation of the 
virgin prairies was delayed bythe American Civil War, and when the census began 
wheat was still the most important British cereal crop. During the years 1868-74
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the wheat acreage remained at 3*5— 3-6m. acres, but from 1873 onwards the 
market was flooded with North American grain of a quality and at a price with 
which Britain could not compete. By 1885 the wheat acreage had fallen to 2-5m.. 
and by 1893 below 2m. The end of the century, which was marked by Increased 
confidence in British agriculture generally, brought no permanent recovery to 
wheat, though the decline was halted and there were rallies in 1897-99 and 
again in 1909-12. The First W orld  W a r raised the wheat acreage from l -9m. 
in 1914 to 2*6m. in 1918. The acreage was maintained at around 2m. until 1922, 
when the price guarantee was withdrawn. The lowest figure recorded was I *2m. 
in 1931, but with the reintroduction of deficiency payments there was a recovery 
to l•8-l■9m. acres in 1934-40. The wartime ploughing-up campaign raised the 
area under wheat to 3’4m. in 1943. Between 1946 and i964 it varied between 
2-0-2*5m. in even years and l-8-2-2m. in odd years; the reason for the well-
marked cyclical fluctuation is not apparent.

Over the century as a whole, the area under wheat has varied less than might 
have been expected in view of the great variation in its profitability. Two million 
acres seems to be a norm for the past eighty years. The reasons for this com
parative stability seem to be the importance of wheat in the rotation, its con
centration in the climatically favoured eastern counties with their low rainfall.
and the consequent strength of tradition.

Map VI indicates that in 1875 over 20 per cent of the tillage area was under 
wheat everywhere except in Scotland, the western seaboard of Wales and the 
northern English counties of Northumberland. Cumberland. Westmorland and 
the North Riding of Yorkshire. The percentage exceeded 30 in an area extending 
from Somerset to Lincolnshire and from Shropshire to Essex, with the greatest 
concentration in the Severn basin. By i938 the importance of wheat had declined 
in most of the coastal counties and was greatest in central England from Glouces
tershire to Hertfordshire and from W iltshire to Derbyshire. W ith  the great 
expansion of tillage during and after the Second W orld  W ar, the relative import
ance of wheat declined further, especially in the upland counties. It still accounted 
for over 35 per cent of the tillage area in Northampton, for over 30 per cent In 
four adjoining counties and in Essex, and for over 20 per cent in most of lowland 
England.

For most of the century, however the wheat acreage might vary, there was 
little change in the yield. Sixteen cwt. per acre was normal in the nineteenth 
century, 17-18 cwt. during 1900-40 and 19 cwt. in the forties. Up to 1948 the 
officially estimated yield had only twice exceeded 20 cwt./acre; since then it has 
never fallen below that figure, and indeed has advanced by some 3 per cent per 
annum to about 32 cwt./acre. There has been far more Improvement in the last 
twenty years than in the preceding eighty, mainly because of improved weed 
control in the early fifties, the adoption of improved varieties, especially in the 
middle fifties, and the greater use of fertilisers.

The loss of confidence which affected wheat after 1873 did not immediately 
extend to coarse grains. The acreage under barley reached its maximum at 2-7m. 
in 1879, a year when it rained all summer; the barley disappeared under the 
thistles and harvesting was impossible until September. From that year the 
decline was almost continuous, save for a brief recovery in 1916-20. until 1933, 
when barley was down to 0*8m. acres. The tide turned after 1937, with the 
extension of deficiency payments to coarse grains, and the wartime peak was 
2'2m. acres in 1945. A decline to I •8m. In 1950 was followed by an unprecedented
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increase: the 1879 level was passed in 1958, and by 1966 the barley acreage had 
reached 6-0m„ 20-8 per cent of the total crops and grass and 50-2 per cent of 
the total tillage. This rise was accompanied or rather occasioned by a rapid 
Improvement in yields. Up to 1938 barley had yielded 14-17 cwt./acre and had 
only once reached 18 cwt. Nineteen cwt. was first attained in 1945, 20 cwt. in 
1949, 25 cwt. In 1955, 30 cwt. In 1965, when production was nearly thrice that 
in 1955 and eleven times that in 1933. Never before had one crop held so 
dominant a position in British agriculture.

In 1875 barley was fairly evenly distributed (Map V II); it accounted for over 
10 per cent of tillage everywhere except in a western coastal belt extending 
from Cheshire to Argyll and In Caithness, Banff, Aberdeen, Middlesex and 
Sussex. The percentage exceeded 30 only in Pembroke, where barley was the 
leading cereal crop, in Cardigan and in Rutland. By 1938 the percentage had 
fallen below 20 everywhere except in five eastern coastal counties and in Rutland 
where (exceptionally) barley still held the lead, with 30 per cent of the tillage 
acreage. In contrast, by 1966 barley represented over 20 per cent of the greatly 
increased area under tillage in all but ten counties (six in Scotland, three in 
Wales, and Holland). It was the dominant crop, with over 60 per cent of the 
tillage, along the east coast from Berwickshire to the Humber, along the south 
coast from Devon to Hampshire inclusive, and also In W iltshire and Oxfordshire.

The decline in barley after 1879 was partly made good by oats, which occupied 
2-6-2-8m. acres in the seventies and a steady 2*9-3-3m. acres in the thirty years 
1883-1913. Wartime necessities lifted this figure to 4-Om. in 1918, and. after a 
fall to 2*0m. in 1937, to 3-7m. in 1942. The oats acreage remained above 2m. 
until 1958, but then declined rapidly. Barley overtook oats in 1956 for the first 
time since 1879. Even in Scotland, more barley than oats has been grown since 
1963. This rapid displacement of oats was largely due to the superior yield obtain
able with barley. The difference in yield was of the order of 2 cwt./acre before 
the First World W ar; it narrowed to about I cwt. between the wars, reverted 
to 2 cwt. in the forties and then widened to 4 cwt. in 1955 and to 5 cwt. by 
I960, because of the rapid adoption of new varieties of barley.

In 1875 oats were the dominant cereal crop throughout Scotland (Map VIII). 
The only counties outside Scotland where oats accounted for more than 40 per 
cent of the tillage acreage were Cumberland and Westmorland, Anglesey, 
Merioneth and Carmarthen; throughout lowland England from the Tees to 
Cornwall the percentage was below 20. The relative importance of oats (though 
not the absolute acreage) had increased almost everywhere by 1938, with 
Scotland, Wales and Cumbria well in the lead. In 1966 oats had largely disappeared 
from lowland England; they accounted for 50 per cent of the tillage area only 
in Orkney and Shetland, Caithness and Argyll.

To a European observer, one of the surprising features of British agricultural 
history is the unimportance of rye. During the century under review the “ acres 
of the rye" have exceeded 100 thousand only in 1918-20 and 1943-44, and rye 
has since shrunk to small areas on sandy soils.
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CHART V, SUGAR BEET IN GREAT BRITAIN
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CHART VI. TURNIPS AND SWEDES IN GREAT BRITAIN
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Potatoes (Appendix Tables 49 and 59)
The area under potatoes in Great Britain reached its nineteenth-century 

maximum of 628 thousand acres in 1871, declined to 503 thousand In 1876 but 
gradually recovered to 608 thousand in 1905. The v^artime peak >was 803 thousand 
in 1918 and the inter-war minimum 548 thousand in 1930. From 1942 to 1950 
over a million acres a year were harvested, the maximum being 1,338 thousand 
in 1948; this was also the period of greatest stringency, when both bread and 
potatoes were rationed and the British population was perceptibly losing weight. 
Since chat year the potato acreage has halved. As with many crops, yields have 
shown a slow upward trend which accelerated in the fifties. Seven tons an acre 
was first achieved in 1908, eight tons in 1953, nine tons in 1961 and ten in 1965. 
Throughout the century many Scottish growers, especially In the East, have 
specialised in the production of seed potatoes for export to England and overseas. 
Half the present Scottish acreage is grown primarily for seed.

The present report does not embrace Northern Ireland, which for most of 
the century was not a separate political entity; but it should be noted that the 
contribution from Northern Ireland has steadily declined, and if it were included. 
1871 would mark a peak in potato acreage not again reached until 1918. Irish 
potato yields have remained well below those in Great Britain.

Map IX  shows that in 1875 potatoes were an important crop, with over 10 per 
cent of the tillage acreage, in four distinct areas: Scotland, from the Forth and 
Clyde estuaries northwards to Sutherland, and the Shetlands; Lancashire and 
Cheshire; North-West Wales; and Middlesex, because of the growing London 
market. Potatoes were almost wholly absent from a Midland belt extending from 
Wiltshire to Rutland, and from Norfolk. By 1938 the pattern had somewhat 
changed; the Scottish concentration had moved eastwards, that In North Wales 
had declined in importance, and the Fen counties of Holland and the Isle of Ely 
had become a major potato-growing area. Potatoes were being grown In almost 
ail areas, and by 1966 this trend had gone further. The remaining specialist areas, 
with over 10 per cent of their tillage acreage under potatoes, were Holland, 
Lancashire, Pembroke (a new development) and a belt across central Scotland 
from Ayrshire to Angus.

Sugar beet (Appendix Tables 50 and 60)

Sugar beet has been included In the census returns since 1871, but very little 
was grown until 1912, when the first factory was erected. From 1925 onwards 
sugar beet was actively encouraged to offset the depression In East Anglian 
cereal growing. Since 1942 the acreage has been deliberately stabilized at between 
400 and 450 thousand, while the pattern of production has been frozen by the 
location of the factories built forty years ago. Yields were then about 8 tons to 
the acre; they are now around 14 tons.

Fodder Root C rops (Appendix Tables 51, 52 and 61)

Turnips, grown as a fodder crop, were of cardinal significance In the agri
cultural revolution in Britain during the century before the census began. 
Indeed, their field cultivation had been recommended in the seventeenth
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open-field counties it sometimes had to wait for enclosure 
The Norfolk four-course rotation, of which turnips formed the second course* 
was widely practised in 1866. and British agriculture had few more stable features 
than the two million acres which were planted with turnips or swedes for 
stockfeeding. The peak of 2-2m. acres, reached in 1870, was followed by a decline 
which was very slow until the nineties, then more rapid, but almost continuous 
until the present day Wi^th the disappearance of folded sheep, turnips almost 
vanished from Townshend s own county. In the north the decrease was more 
gradual, so that since 1956 Scotland has accounted for over half the British

" quarter a century ago. Before 
1950 the yield rarely exceeded 15 cwt./acre; since then it has not fallen below
that level, and is now approaching 20 cwt./acre; but because of the fall in acreage
production, which before the First World W ar rarely fell below 20m tons is 
now about 6m.

primarily as winter feed, reached

f ‘'ll century
to 488 thousand in 1912. The subsequent slow decline was accelerated in the
fifties by the crop s high labour requirements and the counter-attraction of cash
crops. Mangolds do best in the warm southern counties; they have never been
widely grown In Scotland or northern England.

0 a

I "
0 i

*

r.-

O th e r  Fodder C rop s

The traditional heavy land rotation of wheat, beans and fallow was still being 
practised in 1866. In the earliest years of the census, over 900.000 acres were 
under bare fallow in Great Britain (compared with under 200.000 acres in a good 
year nowadays) and over 800,000 acres were under beans and peas for stock
feeding. which have slowly declined to 57.000 acres in 1963. though they are now 
once more being used, largely as a break crop, in the Eastern counties. Vetches 
have also decreased almost to insignificance. Since the Second World War kale
has become the most important fodder crop, especially In the South and South 
West.

I able 17 and Map X  indicate how green and root fodder crops have declined
in importance with the increasing use of coarse grains and concentrates for feed.
In 1875 fodder crops (not including coarse grains) extended to over 4m. acres
and accounted for over a quarter of the tillage area in most English counties
(though not in Wales) and in S. and N.E, Scotland. In a large area of central
southern England, and also in Suffolk and Selkirk, the proportion exceeded 35
per cent. In 1938 the pattern in Scotland and northern England was much the
same as in 1875, but the concentration in the south of England had largely
disappeared, except that in Dorset over 25 per cent of the tillage acreage was
still under fodder crops. Brecon and Radnor returned similar percentages, largely
because of their concentration on turnips; they showed a further rise in 1966,
when the only percentages exceeding 25 were in four Welsh counties and in
Selkirk and Peebles. Percentages of 20-25 were returned in four other Welsh
and four Scottish counties, in Westmorland and in the Isle of Man, but over most
of lowland England fodder crops occupied less than 5 per cent of the tillage 
acreage.
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Table 18 illustrates the increase in the usage of concentrates for livestock 
feed since I9S0, the rise in the proportion supplied by coarse grains, and the 
declining contribution of fodder crops. In 1965/6. grass still accounted for over 
half the feed requirements of livestock in Great Britain.

Map XI. showing the proportion of the cultivated area devoted to grass for 
mowing, reveals less marked changes over the century than those found for most 
crops. The contrast between east and west has become more marked as East 
Anglia has concentrated on tillage, and the high percentages in the counties on 
both sides of the Bristol Channel have persisted.

Livestock Feed

TABLE 18
Million tons starch equivalent

1950/1 1955/6 1960/1 1965/6

Total concentrate usage (including 
substitutes) of which: 7-3 9-3 10-5 12-6

Coarse grains for feed 2-1 2-8 3-2 4-6

Fodder crops 1-9 1 -5 1-8 1-2

Grass (approx.)
• 9 16-4 17-5 17-3

Hay (Appendix Tables 53 and 62)

Grass is the predominant British crop, the one best suited to the climate in 
most counties, and the cheapest food for livestock. The acreage of grass cut for 
hay was fairly steady around 7m. acres before 1914; It averaged 6-6m. between 
the wars, and 5*2m. since 1945. Yields have gradually increased, so that a pro
duction of some 8m. tons from the present reduced acreage is comparable with
that between the wars, and not much lower than the 1885-1914 average of 
8-8m.

Horticultural Produce (Appendix Tables 54 and 55)

Only a few horticultural statistics in summary form have been included in this 
volume because the subject has recently been dealt with exhaustively in Horti
culture in Britain, Part i: Vegetables (H.M.S.O., 1967) which is to be followed 
by a second part dealing with Fruit and Flowers.

From a peak of about 70,000 acres in the period 1876-1880 the area under hops 
had fallen to about half that figure by the end of the first war. There was then a 
further decline to rather more than 20,000 acres at the end of the second war. 
The acreage has remained at about this level, owing mainly to the operation of 
a quota system under the Hops Marketing Scheme.

The area of orchards remained fairly constant at about a quarter of a million 
acres since the turn of the century until the beginning of the last war. The peak 
acreage (279,000 acres) was recorded in 1952, since when there has been a 
marked decline to the present level of less than 190,000 acres. Special orchard 
fruit censuses have been taken at Intervals of from 4-7 years since 1944.
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Small fruit was first included in the census In 1888 and the acreage increased 
steadily until 1909, From then until the end of the last war there was a downward 
trend from the 1909 peak of 87.000 acres to the lowest recorded level of 36,000 
acres in 1945. By 1950 the area had increased to 61,000 acres but by 1954 a drop 
to 50,000 acres had occurred. The acreage has remained at or rather below th's
level ever since.

There was a marked expansion in the vegetable acreage during the later war 
years and in the years immediately following the war, but since 1948 there has 
been an opposite tendency. Nevertheless the 1966 acreage was still about a third 
above the pre-war level. This overall expansion is, however, less than that which 
occurred between the wars as evidenced by the large Increases in such major 
crops as brussels sprouts, cauliflower and carrots.

A special census of glasshouses was started in England and Wales during the 
last war and this has been carried out twice yearly ever since, in January and July.

Relative Im portance of H om e  Production and Im ports
The repeal of the Corn Laws was fiercely contested by the landed interest, 

but twenty years later, when the agricultural census began, there was an all but 
universal consensus that economic growth demanded the continuance of free 
trade. Although the United Kingdom was then still supplying some four-fifths 
of Its food from its own resources, self-sufficiency was no longer regarded as 
necessary or even desirable. Industrial expansion depended on increasing exports 
of manufactured products to the primary producers, who sent Britain cheap 
food and raw materials. The resulting depression in British agriculture was not 
regarded as calamitous, since the balance of payments remained persistently In 
surplus and the labour released from agriculture was needed by manufacturing 
Industry. By 1905-09, home production accounted for no more than 25 per cent 
of the wheat requirements of Great Britain, 60 per cent of the barley and 74 per 
cent of the oats (Table 19). In 1924-27 the corresponding percentages were 21, 
57 and 85, and in the late thirties, on a United Kingdom basis, 23, 46 and 94. 
By 1943/44, nearly half the wheat and all the barley and oats consumed in the 
United Kingdom were grown here. After the war, barley was again imported 
on a large scale, but with the great expansion of the barley acreage in the sixties 
this ceased to be necessary; indeed, a substantial export trade developed. The 
present degree of self-sufficiency in cereals is comparable with that at the peak 
of the war effort, though the quantity of barley involved is vastly greater and 
that of oats much less.

Before the First World War Britain Imported practically all its sugar, but by 
the thirties the sugar beet industry was meeting 18 per cent of its needs. In 
1942/43 the proportion reached 40 per cent, not because home production had 
expanded greatly but because imports had been curtailed. Possibly no wartime 
restriction was more severely felt by consumers than the rationing of sugar, 
which continued until 1953. Home production of sugar is now more than twice 
as great as before the war, and supplies some 30 per cent of requirements.

Great Britain has long been nearly self-sufficient in potatoes. Even in 1924-27 
home production accounted for 88 per cent of the total. During the Second 
World War imports almost ceased, while production more than doubled to 
over lOm. tons in 1946/47. In recent years new potatoes have been imported, 
but ware potatoes have rarely been needed; during the sixties the self-sufficiency 
percentage has varied between 92 and 96.
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Chapter V—Livestock and Livestock Products

For Tables listed below see Appendix II
Table 63 Total cattle and calves
Table 64 Ano/ys/s of cattle and calves
Table 65 Total sheef>
Table 66 Analysis o f sheep 
Table 67 Total pigs 
Table 68 Sows and gilts 
Table 69 Fowls and turkeys
Table 70 Horses for agricultural use

Map XII Cattle
Map XIII Cows and heifers
Map XIV Sheep 
Map XV Pigs 
Map XVI Fowls

On the whole, the climate and terrain of Great Britain favour livestock rather 
than arable farming; and the rise in the standard of living during the past century 
has strongly favoured the production of the animal protein foods, meat, eggs, 
milk and milk products. Cattle are the dominant livestock almost everywhere 
except In the hills and in parts of Kent, where sheep are more important. But 
although it was the cattle plague which precipitated the first full agricultural 
census, much more attention was paid to crops than to livestock. In the absence 
of long time-series for types of livestock (other than age-groups), changes can 
only be discussed in broad outline.

Cattle
During the century under review, the total number of cattle and calves has 

displayed a rising trend. The herd recovered from 479m. in 1866 to 6*l2m. In 
1874, a record which stood for ten years. With the movement out of arable, 
numbers rose to 6*94m. in 1892, a new high level not exceeded until 1905. The 
herd then remained around 7m. until the First World W ar, rose to 7-4m. 
between 1916 and 1919 and then fell back in the immediate post-war years. 
Since 1930 its growth has been more rapid; 8m. was first exceeded in 1938, 
9m. in 1949, lOm. in 1959, 1 im. in 1966. The highest densities per 1,000 acres of 
agricultural land are found in Cheshire and adjoining counties, with an extension 
Into Leicestershire. The other major centres are Somerset, with an extension 
into Dorset; Cornwall; Pembroke, and Anglesey. In contrast, the lowest den
sities in England and Wales are found in some of the hill counties and In East 
Anglia. In Scotland the main concentrations are and have long been on the west 
coast from Renfrew to Galloway (dairy), in Aberdeen and Angus, Fife and the 
Orkneys (beef). In all these areas the tradition of cattle rearing has been main
tained throughout the century. In some cases geographical reasons can be
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assigned; for example, Cornwall has the longest grazing season for grass which 
Is the cheapest food for livestock.

Heifers in calf were first distinguished in 1914. The series for cows and heifers
in milk began in 1907; previously there were combined figures for those In milk
or m calf. The beef herd has been distinguished only since 1933 In Scotland and 
since 1952 In England and Wales.

The total number of cows and heifers in milk or in calf has increased fairly 
steadily throughout the century, as the urban market for milk has expanded. 
In the early years of the census, milk for liquid consumption was produced in 
or falHy near the great cities where it was needed; hence the concentration of 
cows in Middlesex in 1875 (map XIII) comparable with that in Cheshire. The 1938 
map illustrates the dominant position attained by Cheshire; this has since 
become less marked, with the growth of dairying in Somerset and Dorset and 
in the subsidiary centres of Cornwall and West Wales. Liquid milk production 
has moved westwards, partly through improvements in bulk transport partly 
because of the pricing policy of the Milk Marketing Board, which has reduced 
the importance of location, and partly through the security which milk produc
tion offers to many small farms In the West Country and in Wales where no other 
intensive enterprise is possible. Nevertheless the average herd size has steadily 
increased. In Scotland the recent rapid growth in numbers is accounted for 
solely by the beef sector where total numbers have more than doubled in the 
past two decades. Because of the development of artificial insemination and the 
increase in herd size, the number of bulls in Great Britain declined from 185
thousand in 1945 to 86 thousand in 1966. despite an increase of 20 per cent in 
the number of cows and heifers.

Sheep

The total number of sheep in Great Britain was virtually the same (28-9m.) 
in 1966 as in 1867 (the 1866 figure of 22m. appears unreliable). Seventy years' 
decline (accelerated in the 1940 s) was made good by twenty years’ recovery. 
The downward trend began in the middle seventies; a run of cold springs and 
wet summers culminated in 1879, a sunless year which brought a disastrous 
epidemic of liver rot. During the three following years when the Duke of 
Richmond’s Commission was sitting, numbers fell by nearly four million. The 
recovery which began in 1883 was checked by the availability of refrigerated 
lamb from New Zealand, and after a short-lived rally in the early nineties 
numbers drifted downwards from 287m. in 1892 to 23-9m. in 1913. A sharp fall 
from 25-Om. in 1916 to 197m. in 1920 was made good by 1931, but during the 
Second World W ar national policy strongly favoured dairy cattle as against all 
other livestock, and by 1944 the number of sheep was down to 19-4m. A recovery 
was in prospect when the severe winter of i946/7 caused heavy losses on the 
upland farms where sheep had become Increasingly concentrated; the lowest 
number of sheep recorded in a June census was l6-2m. in 1947. Since then the 
rise has been almost continuous, though it has slowed down in the sixties.

The seasonality of lambing and slaughter varies regionally, and the June census 
can give only a partial picture. The quarterly censuses are more difficult to 
interpret, and seasonal movements between counties cannot be plotted in detail, 
though the function of the hill counties as a source of breeding stock and of 
store lambs for fattening in the lowlands is well established.
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Dr. J. T. Coppock commented in his Agricultural Atlas of England and Wales 
(Faber and Faber, 1964, p. 180) that “this concentration of sheep in the uplands 
is of comparatively recent origin. A  map of 1875 would have shown densities 
on the clay lowlands of the Midlands nearly as high as those in the uplands, while 
throughout the arable counties densities would have exceeded 50 sheep per 100 
acres". Map X IV  has now been provided to justify the comment. In 1875 the 
highest densities in England were In Kent and Rutland, and apart from Middlesex 
and Surrey no Midland or Eastern county fell below 40 sheep per 100 acres. The 
low densities near the Metropolis suggest that the obvious difficulty in keeping 
sheep near large towns was already being felt nearly a century ago, though they 
may also reflect the competition of dairy cows for the available pasture. In 1875 
many arable farmers needed, or thought they needed, folded sheep to maintain 
the fertility of the soil, and a very strong tradition of sheep-keeping persisted 
on the downlands; hence the contrasted counties of Lincolnshire and Wiltshire 
both recorded averages of over one sheep per acre of agricultural land. Such 
figures were, however, already being attained in three Welsh counties.

By 1938 the densities in most of Wales were higher than in any English county. 
The Welsh mountain sheep were making effective use of land which otherwise 
could hardly have been farmed at all. This concentration in Wales reached its 
peak just before the disaster of 1946/47, but in 1966 it remained more pro
nounced than in 1938. In England the highest densities are in Westmorland and 
Hereford. Comparatively few sheep are reared in southern and eastern England, 
except on Romney Marsh, which accounts for the high average shown for Kent. 
In most lowland counties sheep have been displaced by urban expansion with its 
attendant difficulties, by the shortage of men who are prepared to undertake a 
most onerous job, and by the steady growth of dairy farming: but the tradition 
persists in the grass counties of the central Midlands, with Rutland still leading.

In Scotland, the concentration of sheep in the Border counties has been 
maintained throughout the century. Sheep rearing constitutes the only agri
cultural activity over large parts of the Scottish Highlands although the very 
poor quality of the land results in a low stocking density. Scotland accounted for 
24 per cent of all the sheep in Great Britain In 1875, 31 per cent in 1938 and 29 
per cent in 1966.

The rearing and fattening of pigs for pork and bacon is no longer closely 
related to climate or soil type, since most pigs are protected from rain and cold 
and live in artificial conditions. In 1875 (map XV) pigs were most numerous in 
Cheshire and in a belt of counties from Suffolk to Surrey. By 1938 this belt had 
been replaced by two concentrations, one in the environs of London, the other 
in Suffolk with an extension through the Fens to Holland. Cornwall had also 
moved forward, probably because of its abundant supplies of skimmed milk. 
In 1966 the highest densities were found in an area extending from Norfolk to 
Berkshire, with other concentrations in Cornwall, Lancashire, the East Riding 
and Midlothian. The location of the industry seems to have been determined 
partly by tradition, partly by the availability of feed (barley, potatoes, skimmed 
milk or crop residues) and partly by proximity to large towns. Few pigs have 
ever been kept in the upland counties.

The pig is a prolific animal with a fairly short period of gestation; hence 
producers can react quickly to price changes, and the resulting cyclical fluctation
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in pig numbers (chart IX) has been operating throughout the century and no 
doubt much earlier. In spite of the saying “two years up, two years down”, the 
period is far from regular. Between 1867 and 1914 there were ten complete 
cycles, varying in length from three years to eight (1883-91) and averaging 4 7  
years. Between the wars the four-year cycle was well established, with peaks in 
leap years and with a rising trend. Pig numbers were reduced during the Second 
World W ar to save imported feedingstuffs, and after the hard winter of 1946/47 
were down to I -3 million. At the time of decontrol they were up to 5-4m. The 
cycle was then resumed, with peaks in 1958 (57m.) and 1965 (6-5m.).

Poultry

Fowls were first enumerated in Great Britain in 1884 and 1885, when they 
numbered about 12 million, in 1908 (32m.), 1913 (33m.), 1921 (29m.) and annually 
since 1926 (41m.). The flock increased to 69m. in 1933 and after a sharp fall in 
1935-37 was stabilized at about 60m. The war reduced it to 32m. in 1943, but the 
previous maximum was exceeded by 1950 (71m.). From 1955 onwards the broiler 
industry was rapidly expanding, and the total number of fowls rose from 73m. 
in that year to over lOOm, in 1964-66. No less than 95-0 per cent of the poultry 
population in Great Britain in 1966 were fowls (63-3 per cent represented the 
laying flock, 6-2 per cent the breeding flock and 30*5 per cent were table birds); 
only 3 7  per cent were turkeys, I-I per cent ducks and 0*2 per cent geese.

In 1884, which is adopted as the reference year in Map XV I in the absence of 
figures for 1875, the distribution of fowls was remarkably uniform. Only five 
English counties had less than 250 birds per 1,000 acres of agricultural land, and 
only two (together with the Isle of Man) had more than 500 per 1,000 acres. This 
slight and almost accidental concentration of fowls in Lancashire and Cheshire 
was greatly accentuated after the First World War. when the Fylde became the 
centre of the industry. Densities in 1938 were also relatively high In the south
east, in Cornwall and especially in the Orkneys. Historically, poultry have been 
associated with small or part-time holdings: indeed, a substantial though declin
ing proportion of birds are on holdings of one acre or less and so escape enumera
tion in the census. By 1966, however, the pattern had changed with the domin
ance of intensive systems of management on larger units. Lancashire retained its 
clear lead, but the remoter counties had fallen back. The broiler industry, though 
almost Independent of soil and climate, naturally preferred sites in the southern 
and eastern counties of England, not too far from its principal market. The high 
figure for fowls in Worcestershire is similarly related to the West Midland 
conurbation and that for Midlothian to the Scottish cities. There is a belt of 
counties stretching from the Severn through the east Midlands to the Wash 
where comparatively few fowls are kept. In Wales the numbers of fowls 
recovered after the war and exceeded 5 million in 1950 and 1952, but since 
1962 they have been below the 1938 level.

The market for turkeys has greatly expanded since the Second World War 
(Appendix Table 69), numbers having risen from 411 thousand in the 1943 census 
to 3,831 thousand in 1966. There Is a tendency towards concentration In larger 
enterprises in the eastern and southern counties of England. The traditional 
lead of Norfolk has been maintained.

Horses
For about half the century covered by the census, the use of the horse in
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agriculture was on the whole Increasing. The number in Great Britain reached 
its peak (1,137 thousand) in 1910. W ith the replacement of horses by tractors 
(chart X ) the number fell, at first slowly (there were still half a million farm 
horses in Britain as late as 1946), then more rapidly. The fall was most rapid in 
the east. After 1958 horses were no longer regularly recorded in the June census, 
and by September 1965 there were only 21 thousand still being used for agri
culture. In the fifties the farm horse lingered longest in the Fens and in Cornwall. 
"Horse-hoeing husbandry", which had begun the agricultural revolution In the 
eighteenth century, was still not quite dead in the horticultural areas.

Horses kept on agricultural holdings but not used for agricultural purposes 
numbered about 400 thousand in the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries; 
they rose to a peak of 653 thousand in 1920, before falling sharply to 3 15 thousand 
In 1930, a level which was maintained until 1940, but was halved by 1950. The 
lowest number of non-agricultural horses recorded in the census was 103 
thousand in I960; the numbers have since risen to 125 thousand in September 
1965. The highest county totals are those for Devon and Hampshire, which 
Include the ponies of Dartmoor and the New Forest.

Non-Agricultural Horses on Agricultural Holdings
in Great Britain

TABLE 20 Thousands

Year England and Wales Scotland Great Britain

1870 • % • 4
1880 ... (o) 388 (0) 53 (a) 441
1890 ... 351 43 394
1900 ... 381 41 422
1910 ... 361 47 408
1920 ... 577 76 653
1930 ... 279 36 315
1940 ... 278 39 317
1950 ... 128 19 147
1955 ... 100 13 113
1958 ... 95 10 104
I960 ... 93 10 103
1965 ... 115 10 125

(o) Includes mares kept for breeding.

Meat Supplies

For some years after 1875, when the great agricultural depression began, 
farmers could still rely on the traditional belief ‘‘down corn, up horn". Dairy 
farmers benefited from the cheapness of grain; the new urban working class was 
steadily increasing Its demand for animal as opposed to vegetable foods; and the 
prices of fat cattle were well maintained for another decade (for sheep, rather 
longer). So long as cattle and sheep were imported alive, and mainly from Europe, 
the home market enjoyed a considerable degree of protection. The turning 
point came about 1882. when refrigeration made it technically feasible to import 
carcase meat from almost any country In the world, though some years elapsed 
before farmers felt the full impact of Argentine beef and New Zealand lamb. In
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1905-9 only 53 per cent of the beef, 52 per cent of the mutton and lamb and 36 
per cent of the pigmeat moving into consumption In Great Britain was home- 
produced, and by 192-^7 the percentages had fallen to 43. 44 and 32 respectively. 
In the thirties the percentage for beef rose to 49, not because home production 
increased but because imports fell. For lamb, the decline in the British farmers’ 
share of the market continued. United Kingdom producers supplied 78 per cent 
of the pork but only 29 per cent of the bacon.

During the Second World W ar the emphasis had to be placed on dairy cattle. 
At first beef production fell sharply, but by the end of the war it was approaching the 
pre-war average and accounted for over 60 percent of a much reduced total supply. 
This proportion has since risen to about 74 per cent, but per capita consumption 
of beef remains well below its pre-war level. Home production of mutton and 
lamb was severely restricted during the war, and In 1946/7 accounted for only 24 
per cent of total supplies; it has since recovered to 43 per cent. During the war 
years production of pork in the United Kingdom was minimal, and when the war 
ended imports of pork almost vanished also; but home production was rapidly 
re-established, making Britain almost self-sufficient. In 1966 pork took second place 
among the meats. In terms of supplies moving into consumption (poultry stood 
fifth, behind bacon and lamb, but was gaining rapidly). The home producers’ 
share of the market for bacon and ham was 29 per cent before the war, 38 per 
cent when it ended, and was stabilized at 36 per cent in and after 1962/3.

Milk and Dairy Products
In the early years of the census, the milk produced in counties at a distance 

from the great urban markets was generally used to make butter and cheese. 
English milk products were highly variable in quality, and the seasonality of milk 
production precluded regular deliveries. Wholesalers therefore turned to more 
uniform and continuous sources of supply, and by 1905-9 only 13 per cent of the 
butter and 24 per cent of the cheese consumed in Great Britain was home- 
produced. The percentages were 13 and 23 in 1924-7, and 9 and 24 respectively 
in the thirties. During the years of control the rising demand for liquid milk, 
stimulated by the welfare schemes and price control, left only a limited surplus 
for manufacture (Table 23), but in the late fifties milk production continued to 
increase while the demand for liquid milk was almost stationary. By 1960/1,47 
per cent of cheese was home-produced, and the proportion has since settled 
down between 42 and 44 per cent. Home-produced butter rose to 13 per cent 
of total supplies in 1962/3 but has since fallen to around 7 per cent.

Milk yields averaged 540 gallons per cow per annum before the war; after the 
wartime setback, this level was exceeded in 1948/9. Estimates of the average 
gross yield per dairy cow cannot be carried back beyond 1954/5, since when the 
average has risen by about one-sixth (Table 24).

In 1905-9 less than a third of the eggs consumed in Great Britain were home-
produced. The proportion rose to 6 1 percent just before the Second World War,
but during the war years home production was curtailed and egg products were
imported in large quantities, so that the percentage fell to 38 in 1943/4. It rose
to 51 in 1946/7, 80 by 1953/4 and has been around 95 per cent since 1959/60. The
yield per adult fowl, which was 149 eggs per annum before the war, fell to 118
in 1943/4 and remained below the pre-war level until 1952/3; it has since risen
steadily to over 200, largely because of the adoption of intensive systems of 
management (Table 25).
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Home Supplies and Imports of Butter, Cheese, and Eggs
and Egg Products in the United Kingdom

TABLE 22

Year
(O)

Bucter Cheese and
Shell Eggs 
Egg Products

Home
Pro

duction
Im ports

Home 
P ro

duction 
a s %  

o f total

Home
Pro

duction
Im poru

Home 
Pro

duction 
as %  

o f to u l

Home
Pro*

duction
(b)

Imports
Home
Pro

duction
« %  

of to u l
Thousand tons Thousand tons M illion doaen

\  905-09 (c) # e e 36 242 13-0 37 116 24-2 118 246 32-41924-27 (c) a ♦ • 34 219 I3 '4 43 143 23-1 189 235 44-6P re -W ar Average (cf) 47 480 8-9 45 142 24-1 545 346 61-2
1940/41 . . . a # e 25 229 9-8 32 174 15-5 627 163 79-4
1941/42 . . . # # e 16 135 10-6 27 259 9-4 510 378 57-4
1942/43 . . . 17 161 9-6 20 265 7 0 392 480 45-0
1943/44 . . . 17 164 9-4 22 223 9 0 355 580 38-0
1944/45 . . . e # # 16 149 9-7 19 233 7-5 385 496 43-7
1945/46 . . . •  e # 17 217 7-3 24 203 10 6 448 347 56 4
1946/47 . . . #  # e 18 205 8-1 20 191 9-5 451 436 50-8
1953/54 . . . 9 e # 29 2B8 9»2 90 150 37-5 764 168 80-2
1959/60 . . . o 30 404 6-9 96 143 40-2 1,069 51 95-4
1960/61 . . . #  • e 49 412 10-6 114 127 47-3 1.043 85 92-5
1961/62 . . . # e e 59 407 12-7 113 139 44-8 1.093 69 94-1
1962/63 . . . 56 388 13-0 106 139 43-3 1.092 68 94 1
1963/64 . . . 37 448 7-6 103 139 42-6 1.146 46 96 1
1964/65 . . . #  i e 31 462 6-3 115 156 42-4 1.219 47 96-3
1965/66 . . . #  e e 40 447 8-2 109 140 43-8 1.165 44 96-4
1966/67 (e) • a e 33 445 6-9 110 148 42-6 1.201 55 95-6

June/May ye a n  for home produccion; Ju ly/June ye a n  fo r im ports, except fo r pre-war average. 
Includes produccion from  all holdings (including non-agriculcural).
G rea t B rita in  only.
Average 1936/37— 1938/39 fo r home produccion, and average of calendar years 1934-36 for imports. 
Provisional.

Output and Disposal of Milk 
in the United Kingdom

TABLE 23

Milk Yields
in the United Kingdom

TABLE 24

Year
(June/May)

Li<)uid
consumption

Used for 
manufacture

1905-09 (average) e e ♦

(m illion
gallons)

773

(m illion
gallons)

a •

1924-27 (average) • e e 874 a a

P re-W ar average (o) 991 565
1940/41 • i e U 2 4 311
1941/42 e e e M 93 213
1942/43 #•# 1.290 219
1943/44 eee 1,326 243
1944/45 e 49 1,353 227
1945/46 e e e 1,418 224
1946/47 eee 1.446 207

1953/54 eee 1,637 507

1959/60 #*# 1.644 647
1960/61 • 9 a 1.659 786
1961/62 e a a 1.691 846
1962/63 ea 9 1.705 840
1963/64 • e • 1.726 752
1964/65 4 ea 1,737 761
1965/66 9 a e 1,737 812
1966/67 (b) . . . 4 a a 1,749 798

(o) 1936/37-1938/39. 
(6) Provisional.

Year
(June/May)

Average 
gross yield 

per cow

Average 
gross yield 

per
dairy cow

Pre-W ar average ( c ]

(gallons)
5 ^

(gallons)

1940/41 e 4 e 467
1941/42 456
1942/43 a  e e 469
1943/44 4 4  a 476
1944/45 a  a  e 481
1945/46 a  a  a 4 4 4 503
1946/47 505
1947/48 a 4 4 4 4 4 517
1948/49 564
1949/50 578
1950/51 582
1951/52 4 4 4 598
1952/53 a  4 4 604
1953/54 609

6911954/55 4 4 % 598
1955/56 e  a  4 608 707
1956/57 % a  a 624 7M
1957/58 626 747
1958/59 4 4 4 4  % 4 608 729
1959/60 4 4 4 4 a 4 620 743
1960/61 a  4 a

634 768
1961/62 4 4 4 636 779
1962/63 4 4 4 4 4 4 632 786
1963/64 4  a 785
1964/65 %  a 797
1965/66 a  a 808
1966/67 (b) 4 4 4 4 4 4

• •

608

(o) 1936/37— 1938/39, 
(6) ProvisionaL
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Egg Yields in the United Kingdom 
Average annual yield of hen eggs—adult fowls

TABLE 25 Number

Year
(June/May) Eggs per bird

Pre-war average (a) 149
1940/41 ............... 137m IS1941/42 ............... 127

1 A  1

1942/43 ............... 121 A i1943/44 .............. 118
1944/45 ............... 119
1945/46 ............... 121A a A1946/47 ............... 116
1947/48 ............... 120
1948/49 ............... i26
1949/50 .............. 133
1950/51 .............. 136
1951/52 ............... 139
1952/53 ............... 150
1953/54 ............... 161
1954/55 ............... 165
1955/56 ............... 168

A A1956/57 ............... 171
1957/58 ............... 174
1958/59 ............... 179
1959/60 ............... 184
1960/61 ............... 188
1961/62 ............... 191
1962/63 ............... 193
1963/64 ............... 197
1964/65 ............... 201
1965/66 ............... 202
1966/67 (fa) 204

(0) 1936/37— 1938/39. 
(fa) Provisional.
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Chapter VI—Agricultural V/orkers and Wages
Map XVII Regular whole-time workers per 1,000 acres of agricultural land.

Numbers of Workers
Since 1921, the agricultural census has enumerated agricultural workers 

(excluding, in Great Britain, the farmer and his wife). For the preceding decades, 
the decennial census of population classifies the working population by occupa
tion, anyone with more than one pursuit being classified according to that 
occupation by which his living was mainly earned. In the census of population, 
the occupations of all heads of household are self-enumerated; in the agricultural 
census, self-enumeration does not occur. The census of population distinguishes 
family workers (relatives of the farmer engaged in farm work) from workers 
with a contract of employment, but in the earlier censuses the former group 
appears to have included some farmers’ wives, who are expressly excluded from 
the agricultural census. Thus there are considerable difficulties of definition 
which prevent any close reconciliation between the two series, or even the 
construction of a strictly consistent time series from the census of population 
alone. In particular, gardeners (a large category) were treated differently in 
different decennial censuses, and those working on horticultural holdings over 
one acre, which are within the scope of the agricultural census, cannot always 
be separated from those in public or private gardens, which are not. Neverthe
less the general trend in the numbers is well established.

When the agricultural census began, the agricultural population was already 
declining, even in absolute terms. Relatively to the total population, it had of 
course been decreasing since industrialization began; but the migration of farm 
workers into the industrial towns was checked by the increased use of labour- 
saving machinery in manufacturing processes and by the availability of immigrant 
labour. Thus over most of rural England the population of the villages continued 
to rise until the middle of the nineteenth century. In 1851 there were some 
l-48m. agricultural workers in England and Wales, including farmers’ relatives 
and some workers in occupations ancillary to agriculture, but not gardeners, 
nurserymen and woodmen. By 1951 the number had fallen to 070m. The adjust
ments necessary to secure consistency are discussed by F. D. W . Taylor. "United 
Kingdom: Numbers in Agriculture", The Farm Economist, vol. 8, No. 4 (Oxford, 
1955).

In 1921 all occupiers of over one acre of land used for agriculture In Great 
Britain were required to state the number of workers (distinguishing regular 
whole-time workers) employed on 4th June on that land. These returns, which 
have been rendered annually since that year, except for England and Wales 
In 1922, are summarized in Table 26. The returns include bailiffs, foremen and 
all those engaged on the ordinary work of running an agricultural or horticultural 
holding, including drainage and other maintenance and repair work, or on the 
marketing of produce grown on the holding. Persons engaged in farm work who 
are related to the occupier or to his wife are Included even If unpaid, as are 
working partners and trainees; but the occupier or principal partner and his 
wife are excluded, as are domestic staff, workmen engaged In the course of their 
normal work in building, groundsmen, gardeners maintaining pleasure grounds, 
gamekeepers and office staff.
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Numbers of Agricultural Workers in Great Britain, 1921-1966
TABLE 26 Thousands

England and W ales Scotland

1 1
!■ :

Year T o u l
» I

Regular
w hole

tim e
•• . 1921

1922
1923
1924
1925

869 685

772
806
803

3T

l l i  I

1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

774 1 (o) 
777

(0)

Part-
tim e

Seasonal
and

casual
Tota l

Regular
whole-

tim e
184

956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

(b )

79 81

75 80
79 80
73 85
72 88
72 64
63 68
60 85
59 81
6t 82
58 80
54 81

w

Part-
tim e

Seasonal
and

Casual

G reat Britain

T o u l
Regular
whole

tim e
Part-
time

Seasonal 
and 

Casual
996 789 107

554 86 91
528 63 90
520 86 90
503 80 96
493 79 97
473 80 92
449 71 97
430 67 92
416 66 87
389 67 88
365 64 86
3 « 60 86

(o) En g lan d  and W a le s :  includes
W om en's Land A rm y (c ) Prisoners of W a r

(b) S c o tla n d : Prisoners of w ar w ere not returned 
separately p rio r to  December 1945. Includes

( e )

1944 . . . 47,861 25,273 W om en's Land A rm y (c) Prisoners of W a r
1945 . . . 43,124 57,763 Regular Casual Regular Casual
1946 . . . 23,017 82,686 1946 . . .  1,659 590 4.620 4.060
1947 . . . 17,682 78,734 1947 . . .  1.163 602 4.442 1,548
1948 . . . 16,492 11,411 1948 . . .  868 372
1949 . . . 11,210 1949 . . .  615 264
1950 . . . 6,824 — 1950 . . .  354 152 —
A  m incricy  of the W .L .A . were part-time, seasonal o r  tem porary agricultural w orkers.

Before 1955 regular part-time workers were grouped with seasonal or casual 
workers. Most casual workers are employed directly by farmers, but in England 
and Wales the returns include all those working on the holding on the census 
date, even If employed by contractors or gangmasters.

Details of the composition of the agricultural labour force in England and 
Wales are to be found In The Changing Structure of the Agricultural Labour Force 
in England and Wales, 1945-1965 (M.A.F.F., 1967), which analyses the numbers
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of workers by category and nature of occupation, and also by age, region and 
size of labour force on the holding.

The decline in the total number of workers returned in the agricultural census 
for Great Britain was almost continuous up to I938, and again from I947 on
wards; but the fall since the latter date has been much steeper than that between 
the wars, and the contrast would be still greater if expressed In terms 
of whole-time “ man-units” , since the proportion of part-time, seasonal and 
casual workers included in the totals declined from 2I per cent in I92I to I3 
per cent in I938, but rose after the war from I7 percent in I947 to 30 per cent
in 1966.

Map XVII indicates that in I92I there were more than 20 regular whole-time 
workers per 1,000 acres of agricultural land throughout lowland England; the 
figure rose above 25 in Lancashire, Buckinghamshire, Berkshire and Huntingdon
shire, and above 30 in a block of eastern and south-eastern counties from the 
Wash to the Isle of Wight, and also in Cheshire and Worcestershire. In I938 
densities exceeding 25 were confined to the east and south-east of England, 
Lancashire and Cheshire, and by 1966 to Greater London, Surrey and Holland 
with their many intensive holdings.

The relatively steep fall in the labour force during the past two decades has 
coincided with a much more rapid increase in the net output of agriculture than 
occurred between the wars, when the number of workers was falling more 
slowly. The recent decline in numbers has been accompanied by an accelerated 
trend towards mechanization and increasing use of other Inputs from 
non-agrlcultural sectors of the economy. The post-war period has thus 
exhibited an unprecedented rate of increase In the productivity of agricultural 
labour.

Chart X , page 6 I , illustrates the changes in the labour force since 1921 and two 
associated trends; the decline in the number of horses used for agriculture (rather 
slow until after the Second World W ar, then more rapid) and the growth in 
the number of tractors.

Wages and Earnings
Regular official statistics relating to agricultural wages have been collected 

since I9I8. For earlier years, estimates of average earnings in agriculture have 
been constructed by various writers, particularly G. H. Wood and A. L. Bowley 
(e.g. in the latter’s Woges and Income since I860, Cambridge, I937). B. R. Mitchell 
and Phyllis Deane have collected and described some of the available series In 
their Abstroct of British Historical Statistics, Cambridge. 1962.

Between I866 and I9 I4  farm workers’ wages fluctuated quite widely with the 
changing fortunes ofagriculture. Taking the level in I89I as lOO.farm wages stood 
at 90 in I866 but rose by some 35 per cent to I22 In I874. The agricultural 
depression which began in 1879 necessitated reductions in wages, which by I886 
were almost back to the level of twenty years earlier. But in real terms the farm 
worker, unlike the farmer, was much better off than in 1866, because he benefited 
from the cheap Imported food which had caused the depression. The cost of 
living in 1886 appears to have been about one-fifth lower than in the late sixties.
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After a brief recovery in the early nineties, wages reached their lowest level 
in money terms about 1895, though In real terms the worker was still gaining 
since prices fell faster than wages. After 1900 the agricultural worker lost ground 
since his wages did not keep pace with the slowly rising cost of living During the 
half-century preceding the First World War, the gap between agricultural and 
industrial wages does not appear to have widened; but farm wages were con
sistently higher near the large cities and industrial areas than in the purely 
agricultural counties of southern England. This pattern of differences seems to 
have persisted throughout the nineteenth century.

Minimum Wages
The Corn Production Act, 1917, prescribed a national minimum wage for 

agriculture, and established an Agricultural Wages Board with power to vary 
the minimum in different localities, after receiving advice from District Wages 
Committees. The resulting national averages of these minima are summarized 
in Part I of Table 27. These averages relate to the minimum wages prescribed 
for general farm workers; skilled workers such as cowmen, horsemen and shep
herds received additional payments, which appear to have amounted to about 
6s. a week for stockmen in 1918, rising to 9s,-I0s. in 1921. Ordinary workers
may also have received more than the basic hourly rate, as well as bonuses and 
overtime payments.

The Corn Production Acts, 1917 and 1920, were repealed as from 1st October 
1921. Voluntary joint conciliation committees took the place of the D istria 
Wages Committees and the Agricultural Wages Board, and wages declined 
rapidly. Part II of Table 27 gives estimates of the average for England and Wales 
of the agreed rates, where these existed, and of the rates actually paid in counties 
where conciliation failed. As before, skilled workers received rates higher than 
those shown. The Agricultural Wages Board was re-established in 1924 in England 
and Wales, and under its aegis county agricultural wages committees fixed 
minimum wages until 1940. Part III of Table 27 gives annual averages for England 
and Wales of the statutory minimum wage in each county, taking into account 
the dates on which changes took place. Payments in kind such as the provision 
of cottages, board and lodging and milk were admitted and valued by the Board 
as part of the minimum wage. Up to 1931 money wages were almost stationary 
while prices decreased, but in the thirties minimum wage rates followed the cost 
of living.

In 1940 the Board was empowered to fix a national minimum wage, which was 
binding on the county committees. This power was transferred to a Central 
Wages Board in 1942 by a Defence Regulation later made permanent. Part IV 
of Table 27 gives the averages of these national statutory minima for years 
ending 30th September, while Table 28 shows the dates of the successive minima 
prescribed. For the first time during the century under review, basic wage rates 
outpaced the cost of living during a prolonged period of steadily rising prices: 
the earlier gains in real wages had been achieved because money wages were 
often maintained when prices were falling. Further, there were successive 
reductions In the basic hours, which decreased from 50 per week In 1940 to 45 
In 1964.
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Year

1918/19 (Jjiy/M>)0 -
1919/10 (May/Apnl 
1920 (Apnl;Augi«) _
1920/li (August.August)

n. Com Production Acts (Rep< 
I ^

M enges of local minimum waj
October,September
1921/12
1922/23

ft# »

• •

• •

ID. Agricultural Wages (Regulati 
Act 1924
Avenges of county minimum w: 
ntes

October.'September
192415 
1925/16 
1926/17 
1927/28 
I92B19 
1929/30 I930;il 
1931/32
1932.03
1933.04 
1934/35 
1935/36 
1936,07 
1937/08 
193809

(OaH)
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Estimated annual average minimum v/ages and basic hours of 
ordinary adult male agricultural workers: England and Wales

TABLE 27

Year

• « «

191 ̂
I. Corn Production Acts 1917 and 
1920
Averages of district minimum wages

I9I8/I9 (July/May) ...............
1919/20 (May/April) ...............
1920 (April/August) ...............
1920/21 (August/August)

II. Corn Production Acts (Repeal) 
Act 1921
Averages of local minimum wages 

October/September 
1921/22 
1922/23
1923/24 .......................................

III. Agricultural Wages (Regulation) 
A a  1924
Averages of county minimum wage 
rates

October/September 
1924/25 
1925/26 
1926/27 
1927/28 
1928/29 
1929/30 
1930/31 
1931/32 
1932/33 
1933/34 
1934/35 
1935/36 
1936/37 
1937/38 
1938/39
1939/40 (Oct./July)

IV. Agricultural Wages (Regulation) 
Act 1940, National Minimum Wage

October/September 
1940/41 
1941/42 
1942/43 
1943/44 
1944/45 
1945/46 
1946/47 
1947/48

65

Average 
minimum wage 
for basic hours

Cost of 
living 

index: 
calendar 
years (6) 
(c)(l938  

=  100)

Basic

er week
Index 

(1937/8 
=  100)

Hours
per

week

s. d.
16 9(o) 49 64(d) 58(e)

30 6 89 139 52
37 lOi II I j .  15943 Oi 126 • •

46 I0| 137 144

33 9| 99 117 49 9
28 0 82 112 50-7
28 0 82 112 50-7

30 1 88 112 5 1 0
31 6 92 no 50-1
31 8 93 107 49-9
31 8 93 106 50-2
31 8 93 105 50-2
31 8 93 101 50-6
31 7 i 93 94 50-4
31 3 91 92 51 -0
30 9 90 90 51 • 1
30 8 90 90 50-4
31 54 92 92 50-1
32 0 94 94 50-6
32 9 96 99 50-3
34 2 100 100 50-2
34 8 101 103 50-2
39 ^ 115 (116) 50-2

48 5 142 129 50-2
57 10 169 137 50-2
60 0 176 142 49 9
63 11̂ 187 145 49-4
67 104 199 148 49-4
72 2 211 154 48-4
80 10 237 163 4 8 0
90 0 263 175 4 8 0

Wage
per

basic
hour

~ 7

• »

- 8

V

- 9:

(concluded overleaf)
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Estimated annual average minimum wages and basic hours of 
ordinary adult male agricultural workers: England and Wales

TABLE 27 (concluded)

' V
y.*

Year

Ave 
minimu 
for basi

rage 
m wage 
c hours

Cost of 
living 
index: 

calendar 
years (6) 
(c) (1938 
=  100)

Basic hours

Per week
Index 

(1937/8 
=  100)

Hours
per

week
Wage

per
basic
hour

1948/49 .......................................
$. d. 

92 270 180 47-5
s. d.
I 1141949/50 ....................................... 94 0 275 185 470 2 0̂1950/51 ....................................... 99 4 291 203 470 21951/52 ....................................... 108 | i 316 221 470 2 341952/53 ....................................... 113 9 i 333 228 470 2 5̂1953/54 ....................................... 120 0 351 232 470 2 6 i1954/55 ....................................... 124 iO 365 242 47-0 2 7J1955/56 ....................................... 132 8 388 254 470 2 101956/57 ....................................... 141 0 414 264 470 3 0

1957/58 ....................................... 149 4 437 272 470 3 21958/59 ....................................... 155 7 455 273 47-0 3 3J
1959/60 ....................................... 158 5 464 276 46-4 3 4
1960/61 ....................................... 166 81 488 285 460 3 7 i
1961/62 ....................................... 172 7 505 297 460 3 9
1962/63 ....................................... 181 9 532 303 460 3 Mi
1963/64 ....................................... 189 1 553 313 45-1 4 21
1964/65 ....................................... 198 lOi 582 328 450 4 5i
1965/66 ....................................... 207 111 609 341 44-3 4 8 i

Estimated from returns collected by the Board of Trade in 1914. In addition, workers 
received about Is. 3d. per week in kind.
Calendar years up to December following the end of the period stated in column I.
Successive series of retail price indices as linked by the London and Cambridge Economic 
Service.
For July 1914.
Approximate.
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Ijth
l» No»«"̂  IWlOthiunel’SI
22ftd October 1951 -
18th August 9K -
I7th August 1953
24th January -

25th July 1955 
23rd January 1956 
24th September I w  
2Bth October 1957 ... 
27th October 1958

4  I •

% 9 4

22nd February I960 ... 
2nd January 1961 ...
26th Februiry 1962 ... 
26th November 1962 
I8d) November 1963 
4th January 1965 
3rd January 1966 
6th February 1967

1 4 4 9 9 9
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National minimum weekly wage and hourly rates 
as prescribed by Orders under the Agricultural Wages 
Regulation) Amendment Act, 1940, and subsequent Acts

TABLE 28

Date from 
which operative

4th March 1945 
7th April 1946 
I4th July 1946 
31st August 1947 
13th March 1949

12th November 1950 
lOth June 195!
22nd October 1951 
18th August 1952 
I7th August 1953 
24th January 1955

25th July 1955 
23rd January 1956 
24th September 1956 
28th October 1957 
27th October 1958

22nd February 1960 . 
2nd January 1961 
26th February 1962 . 
26th November 1962 
18th November 1963 
4th January 1965 
3rd January 1966 
6th February 1967

•  «

# ♦
% •  »

•  % r

Weekly
minimum

wage

ft •

. A  *

ft to » to to to

•  »

70 0 
80 0 
90 0 
94 0

6 ft to » to

to I to

•  to •  to •

•  to

Hourly rates for

Ordinary Weekday Weekend
time overtime overtime

s. d. s. d. s. d.
1 5 I 6 1 10
1 6 1 10 2 2
1 8 2 1 2 6
1 II 2 4 2 iO
2 0 2 6 3 0

2 2 2 8 3 2
2 2 2 8 3 2
2 4 2 10 3 5
2 5 3 0 3 7
2 7 3 2 3 10
2 8 3 5

s.
4 1 

d.
2 8 4 1
2 II 4 4
3 0 4 6
3 3 4 9
3 4 5 0

3 6 5 3
3 8 5 6
3 10 5 8
4 0 6 0
4 3 6 4
4 6 6 9
4 9 7 2
4 II 7 4

Contract Wages and Total Earnings: England and Wales
‘ ‘Contract wage”  is a convenient term for the minimum wage for basic hours 

plus (a) any amounts in respect of basic hours paid in addition to the statutory 
minimum; (b) statutory minimum payments for contractual overtime: (c) any 
additional payment for contractual overtime. It does not include bonuses, non
allowable payments in kind, or payments for non-contractual overtime or piece
work. The estimation of contract wages in this sense became possible in 1945 
with the inception of the Wages and Employment Enquiry, an annual survey 
based on a stratified random sample of 4,000-5,000 holdings in England and Wales. 
Annual averages for contract wages and total earnings for hired regular whole
time men are shown in Table 29 (i). These total earnings show a fairly steady rate 
of increase, steepening slightly after 1956, and each year outpacing the rising 
cost of living. In the twenty years after the war earnings trebled while prices 
rather more than doubled. From 1946 onwards there was little change in the 
total hours actually worked. Thus the percentage increase in earnings was 
greater than in basic wage rates, mainly because of higher overtime earnings, 
though increased premiums also made a contribution. Nevertheless earnings as 
well as wage rates remained much lower in agriculture than in other major 
industries.
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Wages, Earnings and Hours: Scotland
In Scotland after the period of Agricultural Wages Regulation under the Corn 

Production Acts (1917-1921) there was no similar statutory provision until 1937 
when a Wages Board and eleven District Committees were established with 
similar functions to those of the corresponding bodies in England and Wales 
There were considerable differences in the provisions made from district to 
district (and in lesser respects within districts). In 1947, most of the powers of 
the Committees devolved upon the Board, and wage rates and hours were 
standardised in 1949 when the current consolidating Agricultural Wages (Scot
land) Act came into effect. The influence of local custom on the provisions
relating to payments In kind was also gradually eroded until these too were 
standardised In 1961.

Estimated annual average contract wages and total 
earnings of hired regular whole-time men

(I) England and Wales
TABLE 29

Minimum Contract
wage
per

week

j  Total earnings
Total 

hours (0) 
per 

week

Index
of

Retail 
Prices (6) 
1946=100

Years 
ending 

30th Sept.
wage
per

week
Per

week
Index 

1945/46 
=  100

1945/46
s. d. 

72 2
s. d. 

82 9
s. d. 

88  9 100 53-11946/47 80 10 92 0 96 6 109 51-4 1061947/48 90 0 100 10 106 5 120 51-4 1141948/49 92 2i 103 4 109 9 124 5 M II71949/50 94 0 106 1 112 10 127 50-9 120

1950/51 99 4 111 6 119 4 134 51-0 1321951/52 108 4 120 7 129 6 146 51-4 1431952/53 113 9 j 127 7 1 136 10 154 51-2 1481953/54 120 0 135 3 146 9 165 51-6 1511954/55 124 10 141 10 157 7 178 52-5 1571955/56 132 8 151 11 166 8 138 51-6 1651956/57 141 0 ' 160 10 179 8 202 52-1 171
1957/58 149 4 171 1 189 0 213 51-8 177
1958/59 155 7 177 9 198 10 224 52-1 177
1959/60 158 5 183 2 203 9 230 51-3 179
1960/61 166 8^ 192 5 216 3 244 51-2 185
1961/62 172 7 201 9 224 5 253 51-0 193
1962/63 181 9 212 0 239 4 270 51-7 197
1963/64 189 1 223 7 253 4 285 5f-2 203
1964/65 198 \0i 237 3 265 9 299 500 213
1965/66 207 1 4 251 8 285 6 322 50-1 221

(o) Basic hours plus contractual and non-contractual overtime.
(f>) Calendar years up to the December following the end of the periods stated in column I
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1964.65
1965.66

194 5 
:206 6

(o) Exduding old-age
(b) Indudlng old-age
(c) Up to 1958,59 th> 

The series is thei 
workers on 1958/

(d) As grieves and sh 
week for all hired

»**Grieves ^  •••

stockrrttn'"

General
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'Workers
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tal

Index
of

Retail 
Pricej 
1946=

edincol""’"

Year
(June/May)

1945/46 
1946/47 
1947/48 
1948/49 
1949/50

1950/51
1951/52
1952/53
1953/54
1954/55
1955/56
1956/57
1957/58
1958/59

1959/60

1960/61
1961/62
1962/63
1963/64
1964/65
1965/66

Minimum
wage
per

week

108 0 
113 8 
118 4 
125 10

148 I

174 I

(ii) Scotland

General Workers

Contract
wage
per

week

Total earnings

Per
week

Index
(c)

d.

97 II 
103 4

s. d.

100 8 
106 8

108 7 
119 10 
128 4 
135 0

172 10(1)) 
178 5

187 5 
191 8
203 10 
213 3 
226 6 
237 9

181 8(a) 
178 5(b)
182 7

Total
hours

per
week

All hired men (d)

Total earnings

Per
week

Index
1945/46

100

117 9 
130 0 
138 7 
146 10 
155 I 
165 8 
176 2 
188 II 
200 I

203 6

208 I 
214 10 
224 8 
239 10 
254 II 
269 0

237

Excluding old-age pensioner general workers, as in the years 1945/46 to 1957/58. 
Including old-age pensioner general workers, and in 1959/60 and subsequent years.
Up to 1958/59 the Index of total earnings (general workers) is based on 1945/46=100. 
The series is then continued by basing the index Including old-age pensioner general 
workers on 1958/59=223.
As grieves and shepherds work '‘customary” , it is not possible to give total hours per 
week for all hired men.

Movements in rates, earnings and hours on both sides of the border have 
generally been along parallel lines, but there have also been differences. One 
fundamental difference is that each specialist class of worker—grieves, shepherds, 
stockmen, tractormen— has its own minimum rate in excess of that set for 
general workers. The following, for example, were the minimum basic weekly 
rates and the total weekly earnings of the main classes of full-time men in 
Scotland in 1965/66;

Minimum rate for 
basic hours 

s. d.
G rie v e s ...................................................  236 9

‘  - 1 .

L '

Shepherds 
Dairy stockmen... 
Other stockmen 
Tractormen 
General workers

Average 
total earnings 

s. d.
294 8 
279 0 
317 I 
283 4 
256 9 
240 4

Another interesting difference between the two countries Is that payments 
in kind are a considerably higher proportion of earnings in Scotland than in
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England and Wales. In 1965/66 the comparative weekly figures were: Scotland— 
21s. 7d., England and Wales—6s. lid . Annual averages of total earnines of 
general workers and all hired men In Scotland are given in Table 29 (ij)

An annual random sample survey of earnings and hours is conducted and the
Scott,-sh Agriculturd Economics

(H.M.S.O.). More detailed analyses, e.g. by region and size of farm, appear in the
same publication from time to time. Figures for the period 1938-1954 are summ
arised in an article by G F. Hendry in The Journal of Agricultural Economics, Vol 
VI, Januai7  1956, and the 70 years prior to that are described in articles by 
Dr. J. F. Duncan in Scottish Agriculture, Vol. X X IX , Nos. 1-3 (H M S O )

Chapter VII—Agricultural Machinery
The gradual process by which agricultural machinery has repiaced the labour of 
men and horses began more than a century ago, but as with other technological 
changes it was greatly accelerated by the two world wars, especially the second 
In the early years of the census the majority of farms employed little or no 
equipment in tilling or in harvesting other than the traditional implements 
though the larger farms had begun to use the steam-plough. The reaping machine 
was slowly replacing the scythe and sickle, and the threshing machine the flail. 
The corn drill was coming into use, two centuries after its invention. The 
reaper-binder did not become generally acceptable In Britain until 1879 when 
It was adapted to use string Instead of wire. In the next generation the emphasis 
naturally shifted to dairy products; milking machines were invented, and 
appliances for butter and cheese-making were greatly elaborated. During and 
after the First World War the tractor steadily replaced the horse (chart X). 
but the combine harvester remained almost unknown in Britain until about 1938.'

Unfortunately most of these developments, and others whose scope and timing
are approximately known, cannot be Illustrated from the agricultural returns.
Regular censuses of machines on farms have been taken only since 1942, and the
more important series are collated in Table 30 (England and Wales), Table 31 
(Scotland).

Agricultural Machinery: England and Wales
In 1942 there were about 100 thousand tractors in England and Wales; the 

numbers exceeded 400 thousand by 1956 and have varied very little since. Corn 
drills exceeded 90 thousand for the first and only time in 1950. and by 1965 had 
fallen to 60 thousand. 1950 was also the peak year for binders, which then 
numbered 120 thousand; by 1965 there were only 42 thousand. Combine 
harvesters have increased twelvefold in the past two decades; they numbered 
5 thousand in 1948. 10 thousand in 1950, 21 thousand in 1954. 40 thousand in 
1958 and 58 thousand In 1965. The proportion of combines which were self- 
propelled rose from 60 per cent in 1959, when the distinction was first made, 
to nearly 80 per cent In 1965. The smaller combines tend to be used in the 
western half of England and in Wales where farms and fields are smaller than 
In the corn counties, and cereal acreages more scattered. The great increase In 
corn driers came in the late fifties; there were just over a thousand in 1946, some 
3,500 in 1954, 17 thousand by 1961 and 27 thousand in 1964, which was probably 
the peak year.
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For potatoes, and for root crops generally, mechanization was Ion? delayed 
Potato planters numbered 6 thousand in 1946, 20 thousand in i954, and settied 
down at 27 thousand by I960. Potato spinners reached their maximum in 1954 
and have since d^lined steadily; potato elevator diggers and shaker diggers 
increased from 500 in i942 to nearly 10 thousand in 1950, and after a setback 
have since increased slowly to 14 thousand. Complete potato harvesters were 
first enumerated in 1950. but numbered only a thousand as late as 1957- by
966 however they exceeded 6 thousand, two-thirds of them in the Fen couniies 

Lincolnshire, Lancashire, Yorkshire and Cheshire. Sugar beet harvesters began 
somewhat earlier in the eastern counties; they were first recorded in 1946 and 
numbered 6 thousand in 1957 and nearly 15 thousand in 1966

For milking machines, practice has varied as between recording the number 
of installations and the number of separate units (now defined as teat-cun

the peak was reached about 
1960-61, when there were some 107 thousand installations with 300 thousand units.

The market for tractor trailers was saturated at about 350 thousand by 1961.
Waggons and carts declined continuously from over 600 thousand in 1942 to
87 thousand jn 1962. when their enumeration was discontinued. For liquid
manure carts, the maximum was 12 thousand around 1950. The use of lorries
and vans under 2 tons showed an upward trend throughout the period, though
with disquietingly wide fluctuations from year to year In the numbers recorded
Those of 2 tons and over rose from 12 thousand in 1942 to 34 thousand in 1950,'
but have since declined to 27 thousand. Landrovers and similar vehicles were
not enumerated until 1961, when they numbered 28 thousand; by 1966 there 
were 34 thousand on farms.

Stationary petrol and oil engines reached their maximum of 222 thousand in 
1952, but had fallen to 149 thousand in 1964. Electric motors rose steadily from 
48 thousand In 1946 to 253 thousand in 1961. the last figure available.

Many of these series conform to a common pattern. A new type of equipment 
is introduced to meet a need; numbers first increase slowly, then more rapidly 
as the new practice is adopted by the smaller farms; saturation point is reached, 
and the numbers then tend to fall slowly, either because more powerful or 
efficient machines are introduced or because the equipment is used more fully 
and effectively. In any given year, different machines are at different stages in 
this cycle. For tillage machinery of various types, the spread tends to be from 
the larger farms in the eastern counties to the rest of the country. Machines 
which are being replaced in the arable counties may survive longer In the west; 
a good example is the replacement of binders by combine harvesters.

Agricultural Machinery: Scotland
The pattern of change found In England and Wales also applies in Scotland but 

with differences in timing. For some types of equipment the market in Scotland 
was not saturated in 1964 although the figures for England and Wales had passed 
their peak. These included tractors; corn drills and combined seed and fertiliser 
drills; corn driers, which doubled in Scotland between 1961 and 1964; potato 
planters; milking machines, which in Scotland are enumerated in terms of 
installations, not units; tractor trailers; and lorries and vans over two tons. 
Where the saturation point has been reached and passed in both countries this
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date may be earlier in Scotland (liquid manure carts, 1948 against 1950-52) or 
the same (stationary petrol and oil engines, 1952) or later (potato spinners 
1959 against 1954). As in England and Wales the number of potato elevator 
digprs and shaker diggers fell back after 1950, but in Scotland the previous 
high level had not been recovered by 1964. Complete potato harvesters were 
little used in Scotland until the sixties, but quadrupled between 1961 and 1964 
The proportion of combine harvesters which were self-propelled was over two  ̂
thirds in 1959 and five-sixths by 1964. in advance of the corresponding percent
ages in England and Wales. These results support the generalisation that 
mechanisation to the north of the border follows the same trends as to the 
south, but with a varying time lag; in some cases Scotland has been in the lead.
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Chapter VIII—Value of Agricultural Output and 
Farming Net Income in the United Kingdom

Since the Second World W ar one of the most important uses of the agricultural 
census has been to provide a basis for estimating the gross output of agricultural 
holdings and hence the revenue of the national farm. Total farm revenue is 
equal to the total gross output plus two other elements; production grants (with 
other credits) and the increase in the value at cost of farm stocks and work in 
progress between the beginning and the end of the accounting year, which is 
taken as June/May. Table 32 gives detailed estimates of gross output and revenue 
for the United Kingdom for the years since 1938/39. together with corresponding 
estimates of expenditure and hence of farming net income. It has not been found 
practicable to revalue these series at constant prices for the whole period. Tables 
33 and 34 summarize the changes in pattern which have taken place by expressing 
the data in percentage form at seven key dates: 1938/9, 1943/4, 1946/7 and at
five-yearly Intervals thereafter.

Pattern of G ross O utput
By 1956/7 the order of importance of the main classes of output had reverted 

to that obtaining before the war, and it was still the same in 1966/7, thus:

1938/9 1956/7 1966/7
% % %

1st Fatstock ........................... 2 9 0 31 -4 3 0 4
2nd Milk and milk products... 28-8 25-1 22-8
3rd Farm crops ............... 15-8 17-7 20-2

(of which: Grain) ... (81) (100) (12-2)
4th Eggs and poultry ............... 13-0 13-8 14 2

(of which: Poultry) (2-5) (31) (4-9)
5th Fruit, vegetables and flowers 10-9 9 3 10-1-

The main difference over the whole period is that fa rm  crops have increased 
significantly relatively to milk and milk products, because of the larger acreages 
now sown to cereals, improved crop yields and changes in relative prices. In 
1938/9 grains accounted for just over half the revenue from all farm crops. The 
value of the output of grain rose steeply during the war years, fell back when the 
war ended, but increased rapidly from 1948/9 onwards, outpacing that for all 
other crops in 1953/4. By 1964/5 grain represented 63 per cent of the gross 
output of farm crops. In value terms, wheat was the leading cereal until 1959/60; 
since 1963/4 barley has decidedly predominated.

At the peak of the war effort, in 1943/4, the relative importance of farm crops 
(both grains and other crops) rose to almost double the pre-war proportion, 
while that offatstock and eggs was nearly halved. At the same time the proportion 
of gross output represented by vegetables and fruit increased by nearly two- 
thirds.

Before the Second World W ar, the revenue from fatstock was the same 
order as that for m ilk  and m ilk  products. The relative importance of the 
latter group was maintained at 27-30 per cent of total gross output during the 
war and early post-war years, but fell to 25 per cent in the mid-fifties and has 
since fallen further to some 22-23 per cent. Fatstock fell below milk and milk 
products from 1941/2 to 1951/2 but has since been in the lead.
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Estimated Farming net Income (a) if

ted King'

T A B L E  3 2

(i) R E V E N U E  
F a rm  C ro p s  [b)

Grain
O ther

L iv e s to c k  and

Fatstock . . .  
M ilk and Milk 
Products 

Eggs 
Poultry 
O th e r . . .

F r u it .  V eg etab les  
and F lo w e rs

O th e r  . . .

T O T A L  G R O S S  
O U T P U T  (c)

P ro d u ctio n  
g ra n ts  and 
o th e r  c re d its

In c re a se  in  va lu e  
a t  co st o f fa rm  
sto cks  and  w o rk  
in  p ro g ress  . . .

T O T A L  R E V E N U E

(ii)  E X P E N D I T U R E
Labour . . .
Rent etc. 
Machinery 
Feed
Fertiliser 
O th e r . .

• 4 ̂

T O T A L
E X P E N D I T U R E

F A R M IN G  N E T  
IN C O M E  ( iH i i )

1938/39 1939/40 1940/41 1941/42 1942/43 1943/44 1944/45 1945/46 1946/47 1947/48 1948/49

74 33 59-5 83-5 91-5 78 69-5 55 58 78-5iA
2 2 S 2S-5 43 59 72-5 83-5 85 88-5 94 89 M l

\
85*S 99 124-5 87-5 98-5 95 103-5 115 119-5 123 154-5

91 114 129 145-S 156 163 I7S 189 208 240-5
43*5 57-5 48 36-5 35-5 37-5 45-5 50-5 62-5 79^ \ 

7-S 6*5 M-5 12 12 10 I I 13 18 19-5 24
4-5 6 6-5 6 6 6-5 6-5 6-5 6-5 7 9

32 43-5 55 84 95 102 96-5 97-5 109 123 M3

3 3-5 5 4-5 6 5 e-5 6 14-5 6 6-5 16-5

295 347-5 450 489-5 555-5 588-5 586-5 624-5 647-5 696-S 825-5

6 8 i l - 5 14-5 15-5 17 17-5 16-5 18-5 21 31

- 1 - 5 21 31-5 33 16 23-5 10 15 7 44-5 26-5
299-5 376-5 493 537 587 629 614 656 673 762 883

66 72-5 99-5 120 142 154-5 168 179 207 222 23344 45 46 47 46 46-5 47 47 49-5 51 53-523-5 26-5 41-5 50-5 59-5 65-5 69-5 75 82 97 102-568-5 66-5 61 41 28-5 31 32 42 34 43-5 61-59-5 12-5 17 22 27 30-5 30 30 30-5 36-5 ^ - 535 41 42-5 52 63-5 68 69-5 70-5 73-5 8 0 S 91

246-5 266 307-5 332-5 366-5 396 416 443-5 476-5 530-5 582

S3 110-5
_________

185-5 204-5 220-5 233 198 212-5 196-5 231-5 301

t949/!

72-5
102-5

899

36-5

42-S
978

661-5

316-5

• 950/51

87-5
109

228

281-S
107-S
27-5
11-5

956

34

33 5
1,023-5

743

280-5

fs°d u T to  previously published. Thisretrospective amendments having been subsequently carried  in to  th e  calculations.

7 6

OJ=

J37-3

1953,

370-5

I3S-S
I03-5

434-5

1955

336 436

1,256

55 64

1322 1433-5 13* 5

3

74 36

40-S

1485-5 1,443

I.OGI

1.463-5 I.

92-5

W -S  '1
327-5 I 3 lO-S : V
I7S-5 I

I.07I-5IIJ97-S 1.166 1.189-5

3fl-S 347 314 350 5 341 1376-5 3
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£ million
'

1
1*49^ lts i9 1952/53 1953/54 195-4/55 1955/56 1956/57 1957/58 1958/59 1959/60 1960/61 1961/62 1962/63 1963/64 1964/65 1965/66 1966/67

ss sa
89 78$

III ,S ‘S
%
} \ 98

101-5
B4 133 135-5 137 139-5 135-5 127-5 151 160 155-5 200-5 182 210-S 222 126102-5 •

)n 103 122 103-5 116-5 106-5 129 140-5 114 117 132-5 134-5 M7 127 137 147-S

l l !S 111 154$
A

1

189 208
62$

189-5 i 183-5 337-5 370-5 434-5 386 436 454-5 447 431-5 430-5 492-5 516-5 538 550 568-5 562
50-S
18̂ A

240, 172-5
l l
• t

297-5
117-5
18-5

316 335-5 328 339 348-5 345 335 341-5 350-5 360-5 362 373 399-5 412-5 422-S
19$

9
103 133-5 129-5 131-5 143 5 148-5 159 162 5 164 170 165 171 166-5 167-5 179-5 173(*S 7 ' 13-5 29-5 26 33-5 39-5 42-5 , 49-51 62-5 69 73-5 74-5 75 75-5 62 85-5 9011 11 iO-S i- i;

iO ^
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109
1

111 111 IIS-S III 121-5
1

114 129 142 129-S 148 132-5 , 1451 141-5 I 172 5 163-5 165-5 184-5 181-5 188
9 6$ 16, 8-5 1 10 9 7 8-5 12-5 20 24-5 24-5 31-5 35 31 311

1
1 301 33 23-5 24-5

M7-S 696 $ 825, 899 %
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18-S 11 11 36-5 . 18-S 55 64 60-5
1

74 86 92-5 93-5 II3 -S 119 120-5 117-5 M3-5 112-5 108 117

7 44-5 26-S 42-51 5 49 24 28 3 40-S 32 5 10 31 36-5 40

1

36 23 40-5 52-5 48 38
673 1 T 978

1
V. M59 1.232 1,348 1,385-5 1.448 1,507 1,566 1,575-5 1.618 1,655-5 1,761-5 1,613-5 1,819-5 1.938-5 1,984-5

207 222
1
211

1
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<0

* /I
Vi

9)

N
- CO

IN
p 

%
o

 rs
o

ro
IN

m
o

 rs 
m

 rs
CO

* 
« 

• 
^

 O
 ro

ro vO

 ̂—
—

 ir» 
m cN

CO
 m

 fs. 

m 
fS

r4
^

 GO
NO ^ —

nO hs
C

S fS

U-I IN
CO— IN

<d

fs in
hs m so

 ̂
•

!>. 
IN

GO
QV 00 
<N

 IN

O
 O

n m
 

m
 O

 IN

iA

*A

V
)

w 00 3 
0^0 

H
 tu

 a
.

IQ<Q
I/)

•

? .S2
iQ78

« «.

fU)

o
 m

 m
On

o
* o

 n
o CO“ rn

<Q
1 

0
1 

W
1 

IQ
 

1 
1

N
O

 r
o

N
. ^

 o
 O

 rs
.

o
1 

^
 

1 
0

1 
^

B 
A A

O
n

C
O

 IN
 C

O
 

nO
 O

n iO
 C

O
 

IN
 IS

 
—

 
^

 m

•oo

1 
U

1 
<Qi

111 
0

1 
D

.

rs
.

C
O

 
O

 h
s

 O
 —

 ^
o

5
"

m
O

n 
fs

, ^
 C

O
 ^

 —
 

IN
 <

N
 

^
 

^
 ^

9
oo

c>
0 

1 
c

 
1

IN
^

>
0

 IN
 G

O
 r>

 ^
 ^

 ^
o

1 
c

 
0iQ

o
r

4
0

O
N

^
 O

 h
v

 O
n 

nO
 V

 O
n 

IN
 r

n
 

^
 

. N
"

9 
1

O
 

1
o

o
1

0u
*

1 
 ̂

 ̂

IQ
—

 ^
 ^

 IN
 ^

 m
 3

"
o

1 
^

 
•00
.

O
n

r
s

 m
 o

 h
w

 ^
 m

 o
N

- —
 —

 
“

 ^

■
oo

ce
N

"
0

0
 o

 N
. m

 i*
v

 m
 in

'
O

 
1

1IQ

$
r

o

O
N

h
*

. O
n —

 >
o

 K
 

m
 

m
 —

 ^
 

—
 m

o
 

1 
o

 
1

<Q$1O0
.

O
N

5
“

mO
n

C
O

 ®
 C

O
 m

 O
N

 r
s

 m

h*» 
nO

 f
v

 O
n

 m
 ^

 %
o 

fN
 r

s
 —

 
—

 r
o

O
 

1 1
o

 
1 

o
 

1

LU
, 

"c « « 
r* 

2 c U «
^

 S
S « 

rs
u

.—
lO

^
Z

u
-

O
-

J

(4

= 
flip

i
f

3
 

»
'■

 
*

«
«

£
»

'

s
«

n
‘

r
,

:
The growth m the

the war in common 
other main prodncc-
tenth of the 

, 
risen to over a sixth

The total gross out 
the war years and do 
half. The increase in i 
because of the rise in

1».

increases]



tf:
•v <

>0-5?

NmiA « ♦ ♦NNkA•-U1

The output of eggs was necessarily reduced in the later years of the war but 
recovered strongly soon after the war ended. In the sixties, as in the thirties, 
eggs account for roughly a tenth of farmers’ gross output. But the proportion 
is declining, and the revenue from eggs has been almost stationary since 1958/9, 
after having more than doubled (at current values) in each of the preceding
decades.

Poultry are now twice as important as before the war, though still represent
ing only a twentieth of gross output, compared with nearly a third for fatstock. 
Since 1954/5, the year of decontrol, the output of poultry by the national farm 
has nearly trebled at current values and nearly quadrupled at constant prices.

The growth in the horticultural sector was very marked in the early years of 
the war in common with other crops, but has since been less rapid than for most 
other main products. F ru it , vegetables and flow ers accounted for about a 
tenth of the gross output before the war, and do so again today, after having 
risen to over a sixth at the war-time peak.

The total gross output of the national farm doubled in money terms during 
the war years and doubled again by 1953/4; it has since increased by nearly a 
half. The increase in total revenue has been greater than that in gross output 
because of the rise in production grants, especially during the fifties.

Pattern of Expenditure
Labour and m achinery taken together have accounted for the largest 

“ tranche”  of expenditure throughout the period, rising to over 60 per cent 
just after the war. The current proportion, 36 per cent, is almost exactly the 
same as in 1938/9, but the importance of machinery in relation to labour has 
nearly doubled. The immediate effect of the war was greatly to increase the total 
cost of labour, which was the most Important single head of expenditure from 
1939/40 until 1953/4. With the advance of mechanization, the cost of machinery 
(including depreciation, fuel and oil, repairs and contract services) was the second 
most important head from 1941/2 to 1949/50; it continued to rise rapidly during 
the fifties but has since slowed down.

After labour and machinery (taken together), feed is by far the most important 
input item today (30 per cent), as it was before the war (28 per cent); but during 
the war and Immediately afterwards it was forced down to about a quarter of 
this share. The total cost of feedingstuffs increased almost eightfold between 
1947/8 and 1954/5; it overtook the cost of machinery in 1950/51 and that of 
labour by 1953/4, and is now much the largest single item of average farm 
expenditure, whereas it was only marginally ahead of labour before the war. 
Fe rtilize rs , which then accounted for only 4 per cent of expenditure, nearly 
doubled in importance as a result of the war-time concentration on cropping; 
the proportion fell off somewhat after the war, but subsequently rose to over 
8 per cent as greater impetus was given to the production of cereals.

Rents and in terest payments accounted for nearly 18 per cent of total 
expenditure in 1938/9, but were held almost constant by war-time controls. 
They increased only slowly after the Agriculture Act, 1947, so that the pro
portion had fallen to 7 per cent by the late fifties. Since 1958 rents, etc. have 
increased more rapidly, and now account for over 10 per cent of expenditure.

Of the other expenses not itemized in Table 32. the cost of imported live
stock and seeds are the most important single items.
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Farming Net Income
The net income of the national farm doubled In the first year of the war and 

redoubled by 1942/3 at current values. After a setback when the war ended it 
showed a rapid rise following the agricultural expansion programme and Agri
culture Act of 1947, but fluctuated a good deal during the fifties owing largely 
to the vagaries of the British climate, a risk which the Act left the farmer to bear 
There was then a move upward to a new high level in the early sixties. By 1966/7 
the official index of agricultural net output (at constant prices)was estimated to 
be 135 compared with 100 for the base period 1954/5-1956/7.

Chapter IX —Agricultural Prices
The census of agriculture does not record prices: but its centenary falls only 
five years before the bicentenary of the first officially published series of com
modity prices on a national basis—the grain prices collected through the Corn 
Returns. In a predominantly agricultural economy, the key statistic for producers, 
consumers and government is the price of the staple bread grain. From 1436 
onwards the export of grain, and from 1463 its import also, was subjected from 
time to time to “ sluicegate prices”  at the port of shipment or of entry. There 
were earlier statutes regulating the overseas corn trade, but they gave the 
Crown purely discretionary powers. The longest continuous price series for 
any port is that for wheat at Exeter, which may be summarized as follows:

Wheat Prices at Exeter, 1316-1820 (per cwt.)
TABLE 35

1316-24 1$. lid. 1500-24 Is. 9d. 1700-24 8s. 3d.1325-49 Is. 3d. 1525-^9 2s. 3d. 1725-49 7s. 6id.1350-74 is. lO^d. 1550-74 4s. 6|d. 1750-74 7s. 4^ .1375-99 Is. 3 d̂. 1575-99 6s. 9^ . 1775-99 12s. 5^ .1400-24 Is. 6d. 1600-24 7s. 9^ . 1800-20 20s. 8id.1425-49 Is. 6d. 1625-49 9s- 9^ . %

1450-74 Is. 6^d. 1650-74 lOs. 0|d.
1475-99 Is. 6^d. 1675-99 8s. 7^ .

Based on: Sir William Beveridge. Journal of Economic and Business History (1929); Abstract of 
British Historical Statistics (1962), 484-7.

During the last fifty years of this long period the average price of wheat at 
Exeter was some 7 per cent above the national price shown in the Corn Returns; 
but the series may be taken as fairly representative of long-term trends, it 
illustrates the comparative stability of the price level before the great Tudor 
inflation, but in this summarized form the table does not indicate the wide 
fluctuations from year to year caused by the instability of yields, the difficulty 
of transportation and the inelasticity of demand. The price could be doubled or 
halved from one harvest to the next, and a fairly poor harvest was the most 
profitable to farmers.
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Year
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1760
1761
1762
1783
1784
1785
1786
1787
1788
1789

1790
1791
1792
1793
1794
1795
1796
1797
1798
1799

1800
1801
1802
1803
1804
1805
1806
1807
1808 
1809

f8IO
le ii
1812
1813
1814
1815
1816
1817
1818 
1819
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Corn Returns Prices
Average price of wheat, barley and oats per cwt in

England and Wales, 1771 to 1966

T A B L E  3 6

8s. 3d. 
7s. 6id. 
7s. 4id. 

12s. Sid.
20s. 8id.
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Corn Returns Prices

.•v

TABLE 36 (concluded)

Note: Prices between 1771 and 1910 were quoted per Imperial quarter and have been 
converted using rates of 480 lb., 400 lbs. and 312 lbs. per Imperial quarter for wheat, 
barley and oats respectively.
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The Corn Returns series begins in 1771, (Table 36) just after Britain had ceased 
to be a net exporter of wheat. From 1788 to 1849 the average price of wheat 
only once fell below 10 shillings per cwt. The highest annual average was 29s. 6d. 
in 1812 at the crisis of the Napoleonic wars. By this time the great majority of the 
people had become accustomed to white bread, and the habit persisted In spite of 
the Continental blockade and a run of cold winters and wet summers, especially 
as wartime privation was alleviated by allowances in supplementation of wages. 
A sharp fall in 1818-22 was followed by a partial recovery and then by another 
fall in 1832-35, coinciding with the end of the Old Poor Law and of the Speen- 
hamland allowances. The repeal of the Corn Laws in 1846 was followed by a 
short but severe depression of grain prices in 1848-52. James Caird pointed out 
at this time that "w ith the great mass of consumers, bread still forms the chief 
article of consumption. But in the manufacturing districts where wages are good, 
the use of butchers’ meat and cheese is enormously on the increase . . . The safe 
course for the English agriculturist Is to endeavour, by increasing his livestock, 
to render himself less dependent on corn". The advice was good, but for two 
more decades the British arable farmer was still largely protected, not by 
statute, but by the inability of Russia and America to take full advantage of their 
lower costs of production. The fifties were the golden age of high farming, 
with advances in systems of cultivation and in mechanization, in drainage 
(assisted by cheap loans from the Exchequer) and in farm buildings. But in the 
decade following the American Civil W ar the prairies were opened by the railway 
and the steamship. In 1875 the price of wheat fell below that of barley, and when 
a series of crop failures culminated in 1879, the prices of all grains were at their 
lowest since 1865. After a slight rally they continued to fall until 1894, when 
wheat realized only 5s. 4d. per cwt. The trend was then slowly upwards until 
the First World W ar, which raised the price of wheat to the Napoleonic level 
of 18s. lOd. in 1920 and almost trebled the price of coarse grains. The subsequent 
collapse brought wheat down to 4s. iOd. in 1934, the lowest price recorded by 
the Corn Returns, and probably the lowest since the sixteenth century. From 
1931 to 1952 the average price of barley was uniformly higher than that of wheat.

The Second World W ar and the years of shortage which followed raised the 
price of wheat from 5 shillings per cwt. In 1939 to 10 shillings In 1940, over £1 
in 1948 for the first time since 1818, and to a new high level of 31s. 2d. In 1953. 
Since the harvest year 1954/55 the prices shown have excluded payments (first 
made in that year) under the Cereals Deficiency Payments Scheme. From 1957 
onwards prices have been fairly steady at around 2l-22s. per cwt. for all grains.

The Corn Returns Act was not applied in Scotland until 1954. Prior to that 
date two cereal price series were published, each of which started in 1906. One 
gave monthly prices, first at Edinburgh Corn Market, and latterly at a number of 
representative markets. The second gave fiars prices for each county, supplied 
by the Clerk of Teinds, Edinburgh.

Market prices of other crops, and of livestock, were not officially estimated 
until the turn of the century. A market reporting service, covering fatstock, 
milking cows, eggs, potatoes, hay and wool was established in 1904, both In 
England and Wales and in Scotland, but some price series for cattle and meat 
were compiled for earlier years, using information obtained under the Markets 
and Fairs (Weighing of Cattle) Act, 1891, and data from agricultural societies 
and wholesale markets. Table 37 gives official prices of live fat cattle from 1899: 
these relate to England until 1914, to England and Wales from 1915 to I960 and
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to the United Kingdom from 1961 onwards. Between 1940 and 1953 Ministry of 
Food scheduled prices have been used; for earlier years the series Is based on 
market reports, and for later years on certifications. The average price of fat 
cattle rose rapidly during and after the First W orld W ar from about 39s to 96s 
per live hundredweight in 1920, despite a check in 1918 caused by the introduc
tion of price control. The peak of 106s. was reached in January 1921; by December 
the average price had fallen to 62s., and it continued to fall slowly to 36s in 1935 
A  subsidy of 5s. per cwt. was paid from September 1934, and market prices 
recovered steadily from 1936 onwards. From 1940 prices were regulated by the 
Ministry of Food, and by 1948 they exceeded the previous high level attained 
in 1920. Since decontrol in July 1954 the annual average has varied between 118s. 
and 175s., excluding deficiency payments; the average level for the period has 
been about four times that prevailing in the mid-thirties.

TABLE 37
Average price of fat cattle per live cwt., 1899-1966

Year Price per 
live cwt.

1899
s. d. 

33 4
1900 34 II
1901 33 9
1902 35 5
1903 34 1
1904 33 1
1905 32 8
1906 32 6
1907 33 6
1908 34 2
1909 34 8
1910 36 0
1911 35 0
1912 37 9
1913 38 II
1914 39 8

1915 52 8
1916 61 3
1917 79 6
1918 75 2
1919 80 10
1920 95 I I
1921 88 0

Year Price per 
live cwt.

Year

1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944

s. d. 
64 5
59 10
60 0 
59 I I  
55 10

1945
1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953

Price per 
live cwt.

$. d. 
72 10 
77 0 
89 II  
98 8

44 10 
39 10 
39 2
36 I
37 6 
42 2
42 10
43 10

1954
1955
1956
1957
1958
1959
1960

1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

146 8 
158 8
149 9

125 4 
143 2 
134 iO 
163 3 
174 9 
167 8

1899-1914. Average price of fat cattle in England collected under the Markets and Fairs 
(Weighing of Cattle) Act 1891.
1915-1939. Average price of 1st quality Shorthorns, England and Wales. From 1915 
to 1917 the price was converted from a deadweight basis assuming a killing-out 
percentage of 56 per cent.
1940-1953. Ministry of Food scheduled prices, England and Wales.
1954-1960. Average market price of fat cattle, England and Wales.
1961-1966. Average market price of fat cattle, United Kingdom.

The coverage of the market reporting service set up In 1904 had been succes
sively extended to include store stock, fruit and vegetables, straw, poultry, feed, 
fertilisers and seed, products such as butter, cheese and bacon, and, In the present 
decade, flowers.
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1921
1922
1923 ...
1924 .
1925 .
1926
1927 
1929 ... 
1929 ...

1930
1931 -.
1932 ...
1933 ...
1934 ...
1935 ...
1936 ...
1937 ...
1938 ...
1939 ...

1940 ...
mi ...
I9C  ...
1943 ...
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103 6 
105 3 
114 0 
125 9 
132 7

134 7 
154 i 
117 6 
128 7 
146 8 
158 8 
149 9

125 4 
143 2 
134 10 
163 3 
174 9 
167 8
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Price Indices
Price Indices for agricultural products were first published In 1913. A  pattern 

of fixed weights proportional to the value of sales off farms In the base period 
1906-08 was used to combine commodity price relatives Into a composite All 
Products index. After the First W orld  W a r this index was rebased on the years 
1911-13. but the weighting pattern remained unchanged.

TABLE 38
Agricultural Price Indices (All Products), 1909-1966

Year

\

1909 ,
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915
1916
1917
1918
1919

1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925
1926
1927
1928
1929

1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935
1936
1937
1938
1939

1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945
1946
1947
1948
1949

1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955 
I9 l6
1957
1958
1959

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

4 • •

Average 
1906-08 s  <00

Average
I9 I I- I3 » I0 0

Average
1927-9-100

Average
193608-100

England and Wales 
(0 ) England and Wales

England 
and Wales Scotland England and Wales

99
104
106
112
112
I I I 101
140 127
176 160
221 201
255 232
284 258

321 292
241 219
186 169
173 157
177 161
175 159
166 151
158 144 99 98
163 147 102 106
158 144 99 96

145 134 91 87
134 120 84 66
129 112 81 77
123 107 77 68
124 114 78 72
131 117 82 74 93
132 122 63 76 94
145 133 90 92 103
144 90 84 102
145 91 86 103

201 126 114 143
242 152 130 172
258 162 146 183
263 164 148 187
268 168 151 190
276 173 162 196
292 182 170 207
339 212 168 241
351 219 212 249
366 229 222 260

380 237 230 270
417 261 256 296
431 270 264 306
439 275 271 312
437 2’ 3 265 310
465^ 288 284 327
455 289 278 328
455 281 284 319
459 288 294 327
450 279 284 317

427
435

(o) 267 273 302

439
440
446
451
461 )

Average 
1954/55 to 

1956/57-10

♦  # •

Unicod Kinfdom

f

fr- r

I

fl
{a )  United Kingdom from 1955.

Note; From 1932 onw yds all the above index numbers are based upon prices inclusive of subsidies. Indices for 
earner yean are based upon market prices.
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By 1938 substantial changes In the pattern of farm output had made the system 
of weighting based on 1906-08 inappropriate. For example, hay, which had a 
weight of 9 per cent in the index, accounted for less than 2 per cent of farm sales 
(because of the declining number of horses) while the corresponding percentage 
for fruit and vegetables had risen from 5 to 13. The index was therefore rebased 
on 1927-29. with a pattern of moving weights proportional to the value of sales 
off farms in the most recent five-year period revalued at base-period prices 
Later a second index was calculated, using the same v/eighting pattern as that 
based on 1927-29 but expressed in terms of 1936-38 as base period. These two 
Index numbers were published for the years from 1935 to I960, An index based 
on 1927-29 was also calculated for Scotland.

In 1962, these indices were replaced by a new index for the United Kingdom 
based upon the three farm (July-June) years 1954/55 to 1956/57. Like the 1906-08 
and 1911-13 indices it was base-weighted, but it was not intended to have a life 
of much more than ten years. This index is now nearing the end of its useful life, 
and the intention is to rebase it on the years 1964/65 to 1966/67.

Table 38 shows the annual AH Products index numbers for each of these series, 
and a iinked index from 1909 to 1966. The linked Index shows the trebling of 
prices during and after the First W orld War, the subsequent fall to a low point 
in 1933, the rise to a peak in 1955 and the subsequent period of stability.
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From 1911-1919 it was collected as ‘‘Rough Grazing— mountain and heath land used for 
grazing” .
In the year 1920 reference was made to rough grazing on which the occupier had sole 
grazing rights.
Adjusted following the 1921 Survey of Common Rough Grazings.
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Total A re a  of Agricu ltura l Land, Scotland, 1866-1966
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TABLE 41

15.003
15.052
'5.008
5,023
4.995
5,161
5,131
5,252
5,183
15,398

15,376
15,312
15,357
15.365
15.323
15.308
15.372
15,284
15.389
15.340

t

Year England 
and W ales Scotland G rea t B rita in Year

England 
and W a le s Scotland G rea t B rita in

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875

24,521
25,347
25,542
25,901
25,957
26.322
26,466
26,541
26,687
26,808

4,158
4,380
4,413
4,438
4,451
4,516
4,538
4,562
4,580
4,608

28,680 
29.727 
29,956 
30,339 
30,408 
30.839 
31,004 
31,103 
31.267 
31,416

1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

27,074 
27,081 
26,988 
26,748 
26,507 
26,144 
26.026 
25,943 
25,877 
25,755

4.776
4.776 
4.761 
4,751 
4.739 
4,730 
4,725 
4,724 
4,715 
4,705

31,850 
31,858 
31,749 
31,499 
31,246 
30,874 
30,751 
30,668 
30,592 
30,461

1876 26 914 4,638 31,552 1926 25,676 4,693 30,369
1877 27  043 4,669 31,712 1927 25,590 4,661 30,272
1876 27 164 4,690 31,855 1928 25,505 4,665 30,171
1  w #  W

1879 27 263 4,713 31.976 (929 25,438 4,653 30,091
I860

A c  ^ A X / w

27,364 4.738 32,102 1930 25,380 4,641 30,021
1881 27 449 4,763 32,212 1931 25,283 4,632 29,916
1  W  1 

1862 27 530 4.784 32,313 1932 25,206 4,622 29,828
1  W w

1883 27,595 4,790 32,385 1933 25,120 4,614 29,733
1684 27.654 4,812 32,466 1934 25,030 4,600 29,631
1885 27,699 4,846 32,544 1935 24,957 4,599 29,555

1886 27,738 4,854 32,591 1936 24,863 4,592 29,455
1887 27,753 4,862 32,615 1937 24,780 4,571 29,351
1888 27,806 4,879 32,684 1938 24.711 4,560 29,271
1889 27,845 4,888 32.733 1939 24,643 4,558 29,201
IB90 27,872 4,896 32,768 1940 24,572 4,527 29.098
1891 28.001 4,917 32,919 1941 24,587 4,470 29,057
1892 (o) 27,784 4,902 32,686 1942 24,493 4,433 28,926
1893 27,754 4,890 32,644 1943 24.379 4,427 28.807
1694 27,738 4,892 32,630 1944 24,321 4,423 28,745
1895 27,633 4,894 32,578 1945 24.333 4,425 28,758

1896 27.666 4,897 32,562 1946 24,316 4,420 28,736
1897 27,627 4.893 32,520 1947 24.327 4,414 28,740
1898 27,584 4,893 32,477 1948 24,373 4,417 28,789
1899 27,559 4,898 32,457 1949 24,380 4,416 28,796
1900 27,538 4,899 32,437 (950 24,445 4,399 28,844
1901 27,517 4.900 32.417 1951 24,466 4,394 28,860
1902 27,491 4,897 32,388 1952 24,492 4,391 28,884
1903 27,452 4,892 32,344 1953 24,511 4,388 28.899
1904 27,429 4,889 32,318 1954 24,515 4,388 28,904
1905 27.406 4,881 32,287 1955 24,497 4,387 28.884

1906 27,394 4,873 32,267 1956 24,486 4,390 28,876
1907 27,377 4,866 32,243 1957 24,491 4,387 28,878
1908 27,348 4,863 32,211 1958 24,506 4,376 28,882
1909 27,323 4,860 32,183 1959 24,472 4,359 28,632
1910 27,293 4,853 32,146 I960 24,446 4,330 28,776
1911 27,249 4,846 32.095 1961 24,394 4,309 28,702
1912 27.175 4,821 31.996 1962 24,413 4,315 28.729
1913 27.129 4,798 31.927 (963 24,403 4,306 28,708
1914 27,114 4,786 31,900 1964 24,378 4.305 28,683
1915 27,053 4,781 31,834 1965 24,357 4,305 28,662

1966 24,326 4,309 28,635

Rough grazing was firs t returnab le at the 1892 census, and as a result, some grassland was re-classined.



A ra b le  Land in G re a t B r ita in , 1866-1966

TABLE 42
Thousand acres

■*

I

Year England 
and W ales

Scotlan<

1866 14,266 3.265
1867 14,433 3,326
1868 14,423 3,396
1869 14,278 3,326
1670 14,849 3,486
1871 14,946 3,457
1872 14,943 3,485
1873 14,721 3,465
1874 14,615 3,474
1875 14,606 3,498

1876 14,527 3,509
1877 14,453 3,531
1878 14,407 3,537
1879 14,255 3,554
1880 14,096 3,579
1881 13,978 3,590
1882 13,892 3,600
1883 13,721 3,599
1884 13,570 3,605
1865 13,576 3.626

1886 13,412 3,644
IS87 13.278 3,666
1888 13,251 3,687
1889 13,195 3,673
1890 13,080 3,671
1891 12.904 3,581
1892 12,764 3.563
1893 12,627 3,524
1894 12,627 3,538
1895 12,460 3,507

1896 12,335 3,501
1897 12,505 3,502
1898 12,406 3,512
1899 12.316 3,511
1900 12,217 3,491
1901 12,118 3,472
1902 12,103 3,478
1903 11.932 3,477
1904 11,761 3,458
1905 11,656 3,430

1906 11,589 3,433
1907 11.547 3,418
1908 11,406 3,389
1909 11,358 3,373
1910 11,320 3,348
1911 11.299 3,349
1912 11,335 3.325
1913 11,058 3,302
1914 10,998 3,295
1915 10,966 3.290

G reat B r iu iin

t7,53t 
17,760 
t7,820 
17,603 
18,335 
I8,403 
18,429 
18,187 
18,089 
18.104

18,036
t7,984
17,943
17,809
17,675
t7,568
17,492
17,320
17,175
17,202

17,056
16,944
16,938
16,867
16,751
16,485
16,327
I6 ,i5 l
16,165
tS,967

15,836
16,007
15,918
15,826
15,708
15,590
I5,58f
15,409
15,220
15,086

Year

1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

England 
and W ales

11,051
11,246
12,399
12.309
12,020
11,618
11,311
11,181
10,929
10,682

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

10,548
10.310
10,109
9.948
9,833
9,582
9,367
9.250
9.250 
9,398

15,022
14,966
14,796
14,731
14,669
14,648
14,660
14,360
14,294
14,256

1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

9,120 
9,024 
8,878 
8,935 

10,139 
11,758 
12,850 
14,016 
14.566 
14,523

Scotland

3.304
3,361
3,453
3.408
3,380
3.349
3,338
3.298
3,273
3,229

3,195
3,169
3,133
3.105
3.072
3,052
3,046
3,030
2.992
2,983

Great Britain

I4.3S5
14,607
15,852
15.717
15,400
14,967
14,649
14.479
14.202
13,911

13.742
13,479
13,242
13,053
12,905
12.634
12.413
12,280
12,241
<2,381

14.370
13,992
14,109
13,924
13,949
13,680
13,792
13.840
13,685
13,423

1956
1957
1958
1959 
1960(0)
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

13,452
13.447
13,490
13,506
13.665
13,645
13.778
13,864
13.948
14.132
14,131

2.976
2,992
2.983
2,935
3,063
3,233
3,324
3,371
3,370
3,343

12,096
12,016
11,861
11,870
13.203
14,991
16,175
17,387
17,936
17,866

3,305
3.283
3.283 
3,228 
3,210 
3,189 
3,223 
3,222 
3,182 
3,148

17.675
17,275
17,393
17,152
17,159
16,869
17,015
17,062
16,868
16,571

3,165
3,156
3,146
3.349
3.431 
3,428
3.432 
3.435
3.433 
3,412 
3,389

16,617
16.603
16.635
16.855
17.096
17,073
17,210
17,300
17.381
17,544
17,520

V
(o) From  I960 arable land in Scotland comprised tillage plus grass unde r?  years old. See footnote (e) to Table 44.
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«SSJ.«7
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5,«0
1967

11645
11479
I4JDI
n.5lt

13,741
13.479
13.141
I3.QS1
■2.90$
11634
■1413
'USO
11141
lUfll
11096
■1016
11.861
11.870
13̂ 03
11991
16.175
17387
17.936
17.866

17,675
17375
17393
17,151
17,159
16,869
17,015
17,061
16,868
16371

16317
16.603
16.63$
16355
17396
i7,on
17310
17300
17331
17344
17310
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TABLE 43

Year

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875

1876
1877
1878
1879
1880 
1881 
1882
1883
1884
1885

1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895

1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915

T illa g e  in  G re a t  B r ita in ,  1866-1966 (o)

in^iand 
d W ales

Scotland G rea t B r iu in

11,713 2,124 13.837
11,655 2.115 13,770
11,724 2,135 13,860
12,012 2,143 14,155
11.684 2,146 13,830
11,877 2,157 14.034
11.750 2,165 13,915
11.682 2,138 13,620
11,632 2,116 13,748
11.637 2,113 13,750

M.380 2,116 13,495
11.364 2,126 13,490
11,265 2,105 13.370
11,233 2,103 13,336
11,118 2,123 13.241
11,097 2,129 13,226
11,031 2,133 13,164
10,827 2.097 12,924
10,715 2,078 12,793
10,494 2.054 12,548

10,330 2,037 12,367
10.140 2,023 12.163
10,196 2,018 1X214
9,989 2,001 11,990
9,939 1,985 11.924
9,799 1,951 11,750
9,689 1,949 11,638
9.616 1.948 11,564
9,679 1,960 11,639
9,280 1,933 11,213

9,283 1,930 11,213
9.214 1,908 11,122
9,070 1,904 10,974
9,082 1,904 10,986
9,016 1,897 10.912
8,812 1,878 10,690
8,619 1,877 10,696
8,663 1.878 10,541
8,625 1,868 10,493
8,683 1,872 10,555

8,648 1,877 10,526
8,552 1,859 10.411
8,473 1,836 10,309
8.617 1,834 10,451
8.616 1,837 10,453
8,637 1,838 10,475
8.756 1,857 10,613
8,505 1,828 10,333
8 563 1,814 10,377
8,550 1,826 10.377

Year

1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

England 
and W ales

Scotland

8.407 1,823
8,696 1.873

10,263 2,099
10,012 2.005
9,527 1.942
9,022 1,872
8.957 1,627
8.523 1,793
8,316 1,758
8,054 1.727

7.999 1,710
7.806 1.672
7.635 1,627
7.542 1,606
7.370 1,573
6.955 1,518
6.917 1.535
7,141 1.553
7,143 1,575
7,028 1,562

6.981 1,546
6,768 1,544
6.945 1,524
6,830 1.480
8,m 1,664
9.963 1.925

10,709 2,098
11,538 2,121
11,595 2 .M 3
11,052 2,011

10,662 1,937
10,388 1,859
10,652 1,852
10,227 1,775
10,464 1,768
9,865 1,730

10,010 1.743
10,075 1,736
9,699 1,680
9,268 1,616

9,410 1,643
9.171 1,611
9.216 1,580
9,012 1,546
9,257 1,548
0.940 1,535
9,164 1,520
9,293 1,509
9,607 1,505

10.067 1,520
10,351 1,520

Thousand acres

G rea t B rita in

10,230 
10,569 
12,363 
12,017 
11,469 
10.895 
10,785 
10,316 
10,074 
9,781

9.708 
9,478 
9,262 
9,148 
8,942 
0,473 
8,451 
8,693 
8.717 
8,590

8.527
8,312
8,469
8.311
9.795 

11,888 
12,807 
13,659
13.708 
13,063

12,599 
12,247 
12,504 
12,003 
12,232 
11,595 
11,754 
11,612 
11.379 
10,883

11,053 
10.782
10.795 
10,558 
10,805 
10.475 
10.684 
10.802 
11,112 
11,587 
11,871

(a) T ilta je  includes lucerne in all countries fo r the years 1866-1889, and in Scotland fo r a ll years since 1922.

A c re a g e s  o f  lu c e rn e

England and W ales Scotland G rea t B rita in

1890 ... • ♦ # a 18,277 34 18,311
1921 ... •  a  1 47,174 S 47,179
1966 ... e  s  a •  a  e 47,044 5 47,049
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Permanent Grass in Great Britain, 1866-1966

TABLE 44
Thousand acres

Year England 
and Wales

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875

10.256 
11,018 
11,119 
I f ,624 
11,108 
11,376 
11,523 
11,819 
12,072 
12,203

Rv.-i

1876
1877
1878
1879
1880 
1881 
1882
1883
1884
1885

12,387
12.590
12.758
13.007
13,268
13,471
13,638
13.874
14.084
14,122

Scotland G rea t B rita in  Year

893
1.053 
1,017 
l.l 12

965
1.059
1.053 
1,097 
1,106 
1,110

1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895

14.325
14.476
14,555
14,650
14,792
15.098
15.020
15,127
I5 .IM
15.223

1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

15,331
15,122
15,178
15,244
15,321
15,399
15,388
15.520
15.668
15.750

1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915

15,805 
15,830 
15,942 
15,965 
15,972 
15,950 
15,839 
16.071 
16,116 
16,087

1,129
1,138
1,154
1.159
1.159 
1,172 
1,184 
1,191 
1.207 
1,220

I.2 I0
1,196
1,19^
1,216
1,225
1,336
1,338
1,366
1,354
1,387

1.396
1,391
1,381
1,387
1.408
1,428
1,419
1,414
1,430
1.451

11,149
12,071
1^136
12,736
12.073
12.435
12,576
12,916
13,178
13,313

1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

England 
and Wales

16,023 
15,835 
14.589 
14,439 
14.487 
14,526 
14.715 
14.762 
14.948 
15,073

13.516
13,728
13,911
14,167
14,427
14,643
14.822
15,065
15,291
15,342

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

15,535
15,671
15.746
15.866
16.017
16,434
16,358
16,493
16,465
16,611

1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

15,128
15.280
15.397
15,490
15,547
15.701
15,840
15,870
15,781
15,559

Scotland G reat Britain

1,472
1.416
1,308
1,343
1,359
1,381
1,387
1,426
1.442
1.476

15.743
15.757
15.833
15,709
14,433
12,829
11,643
10,363
9.756
9,810

1,499
1,513
1.532
1,548
1,569
1,580
1,576
1,584
1.609
1.616

17.495
17,251
15,896
15.782
15.846
15,906
16.103
16,188
16.390
16,549

1,440
1,448
1.474 
1,487
1.475 
1,497
1.496
1.496
1.491
1.491

16,726
16.513
16,559
16,631
16,729
16,827
16,807
16,934
17,098
17,201

1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

17,245
17.278
17,416
17,452
17.447
17.447 
17,336 
17.567 
17,606 
17,579

1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

9.947
10,248
10,263
10.456
10.496
10.786
10,700
10,554
10,779
11,045

11.022
11,040
11,017
10,966
10,780
10,749
10,635
10,539
10.431
10.225
10,258

1,616
1,579
1,577
1,623
1,463
1,238
1,109
1,057
1.053
1,082

16,627
16.793
16,929
17,037
17.116
17.281
17,416
17,453
17,390
17,174

1,115
1,130
1,134
1,188
1,189
1.205 
1,169 
1,165
1.206 
1,239

17.360
17,336
17,410
17,331
15,896
14,066
12,752
11,420
10,809
10,892

1,225 
1,231 
1.230 
1,010 (o) 

900(b) 
881 
884 
870 
872 
893 
921

11,061
11.378
11.397
11,645
11,685
11,990
11,869
11,719
11,985
12,284

12.247 
11271
12.247 
11,977 
11,680 
11,629 
11,519 
11,409 
11,302 
11,118 
11,179

(o) The June 1959 census forn> for Scotland included questions on the age of rotation grasses; one of the 
questions related to "seventh year grass and o lder". It is thought that this question resulted in some occupiers 
returning as "rotation grasses" some land previously returned as "permanent grass".

(6) From I960, the Scottish figures relate to grass, clover, timothy etc. 7 years old and over.
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Tem porary Grass (including lucerne) (a) in Great Britain. 1866-1966

TABLE 45
Thousand acres

Year England 
and Wales

Scotland

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875

1876
1877
1878
1879
1880 
1881 
1882
1883
1884
1885

1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895

2.553
2.779
2,699
2,266
3,165
3,069
3,193
3,039
2.984
2.969

3,147
3.089
3,142
3,022
2.979
2,880
2,860
2,894
2,855
3,082

(a)

3,083
3,138
3,056
3,206

1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

3,141
3,105
3,075
3.0M
2.948
3,179

l . M l '
1,21 i
1,261
1,183
1,340
1,300
1,320
1,328
1.357
1,385

Great Britain

3,694
3,990
3.960
3,449
4,505
4,369
4,513
4,367
4,341
4.354

1,393 
1.404 I (o) 
1,432 
1,451 
1,456 
1,462 
1.467 
1.502 
1,526 
1,572

1,607
1.644
1.669
1,672

1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911 
<912
1913
1914
1915

3,052
3,291
3,336
3,234
3,201
3,306
3.284
3.268
3,136
Z973

1,686
1,630
I.6 H
1.577
1.578 
1.575

2,941
2,995
2.933
2,741
2,704
2,662
2,579
2,553
2,435
2,415

1,571
1.594 
1.608 
1,607
1.594 
1,593 
1.601 
1,600 
1,591 
1,558

4.540
4.493
4,573
4.473
4,434
4.342
4.327
4,396
4.3BI
4.654

(0 )

4,689
4,781
4.724
4,877

Year England 
and Wales

Scotland Great Britain

4.827
4.734
4.689
4,588
4.525
4.754

1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

1,556
1,559
1,554
1,539
i.sn
I.5M
1.468
1.474
1.482
1,464

4,623
4.885 
4,944 
4,841 
4,796 
4.900
4.886 
4.868 
4.727 
4,531

1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

2,644
2,550
2.135
2,297
2.493
2,596
2,353
2.658
2,612
2,628

2.549
2,504
2.474
2.405
2,463
2,627
2,450
2,109
2,107
2,370

2,139
2,256
1,933
2,104
2,008
1,795
2,141
2,478
2,971
3,471

4,496
4.555
4,487
4,280
4,216
4,173
4.047
4,027
3,917
3,879

1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

3,707
3,604
3,457
3,696
3,559
3,815
3.782
3,764
3.987
4,156

4,042
4,276
4.274
4,494
4,409
4,705
4,614
4,572
4,340
4,065
3.779

1.803(b) 
1,882^ 
1.893 
1.912 
1,926 
1,929 
1,892 
1.868 J

(e)

(o) The acreages of lucerne are not available for every year.
1866-1889 Temporary grass excludes lucerne (all countries) 
1922-1966 Temporary grass in Scotland excludes lucerne.

See footnote (o) to Table 44.

From I960 the Scottish figures relate to grass, clover, timothy etc. under 7 years old.
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<0

4,125
4,038
3,490
3,700
3,931
4,073
3,864
4,164
4,127
4,130

4,034
4,001
3.980
3.905
3.963
4.162
3,961
3,587
3,524
3.790

3,569
3.704
3,392
3,560
3,408
3,103
3,368
3,728
4.228
4,803

5,075
5,028
4,888
5,149
5,000
5,274
5,261
5,250
5.489
5,688

5,564
5,821
5,840
6,297
6,291
6,598
6,526
6,498
6.269
5.957
5,647
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Barley (including Bere) in Great Britain, 1866-1966

TABLE 47

Year

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875

1876
1877
1878
1879
1880 
1881 
1882 
1883 
<884
1885

1886
1887
1888
1889
1890 
<89<
1892
1893
1894 
<895

1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915

England 
and Wales

Scotland Great Britain Year England 
and Wales

Scotland

2 024 214 2,237 1916 1,332 170g a* 9
2.041 218 2,259 1917 1,460 159

1 932 220 2,151 1918 1,501 153ft
2 022 230 2,251 1919 1,510 174

2,128 244 2,372 1920 1,637 204i i
2 134 252 2,386 1921 1.436 171

2.064 252 2,316 1922 1,364 157

2,090 246 2,336 1923 1,327 159
2,042 246 2,288 1924 1,314 152
2,245 265 2,510 1925 1,318 153

2,263 270 2.533 1926 1,148 122
2,148 270 2.418 1927 1,049 117B m
2,211 259 2.470 1928 1,185 M 2
2,389 279 2,667 1929 1,120 101
2,203 264 2.467 1930 1,020 107
2,172 271 2.442 1931 1,029 88
1,993 262 2,255 1932 961 69
2.046 246 2,292 1933 751 60
1,938 231 2,169 1934 861 96
2.020 237 2,257 1935 792 77

2,023 218 2.241 1936 819 72
1,879 207 2.085 1937 823 61
1,860 225 2,086 1938 685 99
1,898 223 2.122 1939 910 100
1,895 216 2,111 1940 1,218 103
1,890 223 2,113 1941 1,342 115
1,824 213 2,037 1942 1,364 148
1,863 212 2,075 1943 1,558 214
1,878 216 2,096 1944 1,721 236
1,950 217 2,166 1945 1,984 217

\ 1.886 218 2,105 1946 2,003 200
1,803 233 2,036 1947 1,879 175
1,665 238 1,904 1948 1,897 160
1,742 240 1,982 1949 1,885 170
1,750 240 1.990 1950 1,624 150
1,737 235 1,972 1951 1.733 173
1,680 229 1,909 1952 2,076 199
1,644 214 1,858 1953 2,025 195
1,640 201 1,841 1954 1,674 184
1,502 212 1,714 1955 2,108 183

1,533 219 1,751 1956 2,120 197
1,502 210 1,712 1957 2,390 219
1,470 197 1,667 1958 2.526 213
1,464 200 1,664 1959 2,803 228
1,537 192 1,729 I 960 3,059 254
1,424 174 1,598 1961 3.396 321
1,457 192 1,648 1962 3,501 357
1,559 198 1.757 1963 4.148 417
1,505 194 1,699 1964 4,385 482
1,232 149 1,381 1965 4,652 559

1966 5,287 671

Thousand acres

Great Britain

1,502
1,619
1,654
1,683
1,842
1,606
1,521
1,486
1,466
1,471

1,270
1,166
1,297
1,221
1,127
1,117
1,029

811
957
868

891
904
984

1,010
1,321
1,457
1,513
1,771
1.957
2,201

2,203
2.053 
2,077
2.054 
1,774 
1,906 
2,275 
2,220 
2,058 
2,290

2,317
2.609
2,739
3,032
3,313
3.717
3,858
4,565
4,867
5,211
5.958

.Id
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TABLE 49

Year England 
and Wales

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875

1876
1877
1878
1879
1880 
1881 
1882
1883
1884
1885

1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895

1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

1906
1907
1908
1909
1910 
I9M
1912
1913
1914
1915

Potatoes (o) in Great Britain, 1866-1966

Scotland Great Britain

Thousand acres

Year England 
and W ales

Scotland Great Britain

1916 428 130 558
1917 508 148 656
1918 634 169 803
1919 475 155 630
1920 545 162 707
1921 558 154 712
1922 561 157 719
1923 467 137 604
1924 452 138 591
1925 493 142 635

1926 499 142 641
1927 514 147 661
1928 489 144 633
1929 519 145 664
1930 425 123 548
1931 447 128 575
1932 504 149 653
1933 519 153 671
1934 488 140 628
1935 463 132 594

1936 457 133 590
1937 455 135 591
1938 475 135 610
1939 454 134 589
1940 537 157 695
1941 777 189 966
1942 898 218 1,116
1943 957 236 1,193
1944 980 239 1,219
1945 983 224 1,207

1946 1,009 221 1,230
1947 941 207 1,149
1948 1,117 222 1,338
1949 929 192 1,121
1950 866 190 1,056
1951 732 174 906
1952 682 172 854
1953 672 174 846
1954 649 166 eis
1955 603 154 757

1956 635 162 796
1957 565 144 709
1958 575 147 722
1959 570 150 719
I960 590 152 742
1961 492 136 628
1962 518 142 660
1963 537 150 687
1964 553 153 706
1965 538 142 680
1966 489 122 611

(o) Includes first and second earlies, and maincrop potatoes

.{O'
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Turn ips and Swedes (f?) in Great Britain, 1866-1966

TABLE 51

Year

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875

1876
1877
1878
1879
1880 
1881 
1882
1883
1884
1885

1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895

1696
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915

England 
and Wales

1,673
1,689
1,676
1,682
1,712
1,663
1,582
1,611
1.632 
1,639

1.633 
1,567 
1,535 
1,525
1.538 
1,545
1.531
1.539 
1,543
1.531

1,517
1,490
1.464 
1,443
1.465 
1,439 
1,461 
1,495 
1,473 
1,434

1,408
1,358
1,305
1,271
1,223
1,206
1,153
1,146
1,152
1,144

1,142
1,117
1,110
1,115
1,123
1,125
1,073
1,053
1,045

932

Scotland Great Britain

2,152
2,174
2,165
2,172
2,211
2,164
2,084
2,122
2,133
2,143

2,146
2,073
2,032
2,017
2.024 
2,036
2.024 
2,029 
2,028 
2,015

2,003
1,972
1,944
1,921
1,948
1,919
1,937
1,975
1,957
1,916

1,683
1,833
1,773
1,741
1,689
1,665
1,609
1.603
1.604 
1,589

1,591
1.563 
1,551 
1,556 
1,565
1.563 
1,513 
1,486 
1,476 
1,353

Year EtxiUni 
and Wales

Scotland

1916 938 414
1917 972 414
1918 911 397
1919 983 426
1920 991 425
1921 895 411
1922 821 404
1923 862 410
1924 832 406
1925 806 396

1926 767 391
1927 716 377
1928 722 378
1929 699 371
1930 671 373
1931 621 361
1932 581 348
1933 555 352
1934 520 354
1935 498 352

1936 449 346
1937 440 331
1938 424 322
1939 396 309
1940 434 305
1941 500 320
1942 518 328
1943 491 332
1944 483 335
1945 478 329

1946 432 319
1947 414 308
1948 365 297
1949 347 294
1950 307 289
1951 312 282
1952 3121 278
1953 309 279
1954 292 277
1955 293 273

(b)
1956 257 269
1957 250 261
1958 240 j 257
1959 235*1 248
I960 210 245
1961 190 232
1962 175 (c) 221
1963 165 205
1964 162 197
1965 148 187
1966 136. 170

Thousand acres

Great Britain

(o) Includes turnips and swedes for human consumption.

(b) For these years fodder beet was returned as a separate item in England and Wales

Thousand acres 
69
64
40
24
17
14
12

Includes fodder beet.

Includes (odder beet in England and Wales.

1,352
1,387
1,308
1,410
1,417
1,306
1,225
1,272
1,238
1,202

1,158
1,093
1,100
1,070
1,044

982
929
907
874
850

I  •
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Grass cut for H ay  in Great Britain, 1885-1966

TABLE 53 Thousand acres

Year
England 

and W ales 
(0)

Scotland Great Britain 
{0)

Year
England 

and W ales 
(0)

Scotland Great Britain 
(0)

tOita 1916 6,589 579 7,168
\0QO • ^

1917 6,476 561 7.057
100/ % «

 ̂A 1918 5.745 538 6,283
lOOO
rfiAO

% •
1919 5,672 542 6,214I0Q7

Ifi70
% ^

1920 6,069 577 6,647lO/V
tfl7L

r •
 ̂• 1921 5.610 554 6,363

tfiTl
p •

 ̂• 1922 5.941 576 6.517lO* A
iA7a

 ̂•
1923 6,172 567 6,739lU/ J

1874
A •

• • 1924 6.253 1 5701 6,8231 o* •
1875

• •
1925 6,034 559 6,593

1876 1 9 1926 5.936 580 6.5161 w
1877

1
• « 1927 5,904 567 6,4711 V/ r

1878 • « 1928 6,068 567 6,635
1879

• ^ 1  ̂*11 ft • • 1 1929 6.220 576 6,796
1880

1 • •
1 1 * 1930 6,646 581 7,228

1881 • 4 1931 6,504 586 7.092
682

% •
9 r 1932 6,081 564 6,644

1883 ! • « 1933 5,865 570 6,436
1884

1
• 4 1934 6 ,m 575 6,686

1885 5,678 504 6,182 1935 6,028 575 6,603

1886 6.089 577 6,666 1936 6,008 567 6,575
1867 6,294 593 6,887 1937 6,142 593 6.735
1888 6,467 602 7.069 1938 5,413 560 5,973
1889 6.863 601 7,464 1939 5,914 560 6,474
1890 6.490 581 7,071 1940 5,538 555 6,093
1891 6,113 521 6.633 1941 4,903 526 5,429
1892 6,080 545 6,625 1942 4,710 486 5.195
1893 5,771 547 6.317 1943 4,412 492 4,903
1894 6.418 555 6.974 1944 4,219 480 4.699
1895 6,503 560 7,064 1945 4,6201 493 5,113

1896 6,247 563 6,810 1946 4,576 485 5,060
1897 6,264 532 6.796 1947 4,869 530 5.399
1898 6,386 531 6,917 1948 4,734 521 5,255
1899 6,032 522 6,554 1949 4,954 517 5,472
1900 6,037 538 6,575 1950 r  4,098 f535 f4.633
1901 6,151 556 6,707 1951 , b J  4.589 i k \  J 499 ( b J  5*0®’
1902 6,395 549 6,945 1952 4.666 494 5,160
1903 6.610 556 7.167 1953 14.461 I 461 L‘<.921
1904 6,521 566 7,087 1954 (e) 4.173 <c) 452 (c) 4.625
1905 6,302 575 6,877 1955 4,834 467 5,301

1906 6,407 568 6.975 1956 4,549 483 5,032
1907 6,621 565 7,186 1957 4,765 485 5.250
1908 6.602 579 7,181 1958 4,710 492 5,210
1909 6,244 569 6,812 1959 4,810 '493 5,303
1910 6.496 583 7,079 1960 4,832 515 5,348
1911 6,468 609 7,077 1961 4,973 527
1912 6,496 590 7,087 1962 4,880 (<o. 523 5,403
1913 6,770 572 7,342 1963 4.715 542 5.257
1914 6,340 565 6,905 1964 4,940 559 5,499
1915 6,190 545 6,734 1965 4,349 558 4,907

1966 4,294 1L542 4,836

Excludes hay from lucerne in England and Wales.
In the years I9S0-I953 inclusive the acreages relate to the actual area cut for hay only and do not include 
grass mown for silage drying o r seed.

Since 1954 the acreages are estimates of the areas mown for hay and actually harvested. 
Based on December census returns.
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Hops, O rchards and Small Fruit in Great Britain: 
Five-year averages. 1866-70 to 1961-65 and 1966

TABLE 54

Five-year period

England and W a le s: 
1866-1870 
1871-1875 
1876-1880 
1881-1885 
1686-1890 
1891-1895 
1696-1900 
1901-1905 
1906-1910 
I9 M - I9 I5  
1916-1920 
1921-1925 
1926-1930 
1931-1935 
1936-1940 
1941-1945 
194^1950 
I9 5 I-I9 S5  
1956-1960 
1961-1965 

1966

Scotland :
1866-1870
1871-1875
1876-1880
1881-1885
1886-1890
1891-1895
1896-1900
1901-1905
1906-1910
I9 1 I- I9 IS
1916-1920
1921-1925
1926-1930
1931-1935
1936-1940
1941-1945
1946-1950
1951-1955
1956-1960
1961-1965

1966

G rea t B rita in :
1866-1870
1871-1875
1876-1880
1881-1885
1886-1890
1891-1895
1896-1900
1901-1905
1906-1910
1911-1915
1916-1920
I92 I-I9 2 S
1926-1930
1931-1935
1936-1940
1941-1945
1946-1950
1951-1955
1956-1960
1961-1965

1966

Hops

61,546
64.042
69.481
67.833
60.926
57,689
51.600
48.772
39.201
34.993
20,342
25.726
23,278
17.848
18,455
19,064
22,039
21.398
20.372
20,564
20,433

Orchards

162.901
166,506
189,274
200,960
210,740
224,207
237.236
247.734
245,811
245.240

246.621
251,780
256.588
264.578
269.859
271.402
244.998
210.806
187,750

3.044
1.554
1,804
1.820
1.905
2.145
2.430
2.300 
1.669 
1,613 
1,408 
1.136 
1,073 
1,330
1.301 
1,306 
1,202

996
838
752

106

Acres

Small Fruit

61,029
66,755
70.558
76.235
76.718
65.673
70,580
66,910
60.407
49J72
33.489
41.330
42.973
38,645
38,883
35,996

4.831 
5.464 
6.102 
7.507 
7.145 
6.538
6.831 
8.008 
8,755 
9.192 
7.025 
8.013 
9.339

10,235
9.317
9.342

61,547 6 1 • •
64.042 165,944
69.481 168,061 • •
76.833 191.078 « 4
60.926 200,780 • •
57,689 212.645 65,860
51,600 226.432 72,219
48.772 239,666 76.660
39,201 250.034 83.741
34,993 247,479 83.862
20,342 246.852 72,211
25,726 77.411
23,278 247.757 74.918
17,848 252.854 69.162
18,455 257.918 58,564
19.064 265.879 40.514
22.041 271,165 49,343
21.398 272.604 52.312
20,372 245.994 4S.680
20,564 211.644 48.200
20,433 188.502 45,338

table ̂

Scotland
im . .
IWO...
1941-1945

1946-1950
1951-1955
1956-1960
I96M965

1966

Great Britain
1939.. .
1940.. . 
1941-1945

1946-1950
1951-1955
I9S6-I960
1961-1965

1966

Note: Pi

Ibj impo

I !< I

CMi
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Vegetables (excluding potatoes) in Great 
Britain (grown in the open for human 
consumption) 1939, 1940, five-year averages

1941-1965 and 1966

TABLE 55 Acres (at the June census)

Period Vegetables (excluding potatoes)

England and W a le s
247.7411939...

1940... 254.524
1941-1945 .................... 394,485

1946-1950 .................... 527,304
1951-1955 .................... 418.825
1956-1960 .................... 399,756
1961-1965 .................... 358.493

1966 .................... 348,921

Scotland
1939............................. 4,083
1940............................. 5,242
1941-1945 .................... 8.982

1946-1950 .................... 10,938
1951-1955 .................... 10,283
1956-1960 .................... 11,523
1961-1965 .................... 11,993

1966 .................... 11,255

G reat Brita in
1939........... 251.824
1940... 259,766
1941-1945 .................... 403,467

1946-1950 .................... 538,243
1951-1955 .................... 429,107
1956-1960 .................... 411.279
1961-1965 .................... 370,486

1966 ... 360,176

Note; Prior to 1946 the total area did not include a number 
of less important vegetables for human consumption.
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TABLE 56

Year

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875

4  9  *

1876
1877
1878
1879
1880 
1881 
1882
1883
1884
1885

« • «

1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895

6  •  •

6  •  *

1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915

•  6

9  »

• •

England and Wales

4.

It)

Lr*co

Estimated Yield per acre and

1885-

Scotland

108

Yield 
per acre Production

Yield 
per acre

cwt.
thousand

tons cwt.

»  4

4  4

4  4 

#  •

«  4 

4  4

4  4

#  •

•  «

•  4

4  4 

4  ^

•  A

•  «

17-3 2,093

•  4  

9  4

•  •

4  9  

9  4 

9  9  

9  S  

9  4 

4  4 

9  ¥

•  •

9

•  4 

4  4 

4  4

•  4 

4  4 

9  4

18-8

14-8 1,647 18-6
17-7 2,005 19-9
15-5 1,930 17-1
16-4 1,963 20-3
16-9 1,967 19-5
17-2 1,940 20-3
14-5 1,560 190
14-2 1,317 20-1
16-9 1,590 20-4
14-4 997 18-0

18-6 1,537 21-1
16-0 1,477 20-8
19-1 1,954 23-3
18-0 1,763 20-6
15-7 1,406 20-0
170 1,411 21-5
181 1,517 20-9
16-6 1,276 19-8
14-6 979 21 -2
18-0 1,572 23-3

18-8 1,603 22-4
18-6 1,468 20-8
17-7 1,400 22-5
18-2 1,617 22-5
16-4 1,448 20-3
18-5 1,700 23-9
15-4 1,431 21-0
17-4 1,478 23-0
18-1 1,634 23-6
17-3 1,880 21-3

Production

thousand
tons

52

Great Britaiin

Yield 
per acre

cwt.

17-3

18-9
18-7
17-8

Production

thousand
tons

2.145

1,699
2,055
1,989
2,024
2,028
1,994
1,619
1,361
1,636
1,028

1,577
1,519
2.019 
1,812 
1,455 
1,450 
1,567 
1,317
1.019 
1,628

1,659
1,518
1,449
1,673
1,502
1.776
1,496
1,541
1,706
1,961

A

lO

CO

«N

Produrt'O"

fV^hea

Year

1916
1917
1918
1919
1920 .
1921 .
1922 .
1923 .
1924 ...
1925 ...

4 ^

1926 ...
1927 ...
1928 ...
1929 ...
1930 ...
1931 ...
1932 ...
1933 ...
1934 ...
1935 .4 4

1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

4 4 4

¥ 4 4

4 4 4

4 4  4

I • •

•  4  •

• % •

4 4

1946 ...
1947 ...
1948 ...
1949 .
1950 .
1951
1952 ...
1953
1954
1955

4 4 4

^ ^ 4

1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

• m

• ••

• «»

*•«

•••

Yiel<i 
pcratr®

cwt
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Production of W h ea t in G reat Britain, 

1966

^^uction

toni

2.145

1,699
2,055
1,989
2,024
2,028
1.994
1.619
1,561
1,636
1,028

1.577
1,519
2.019 
1.812 
1,455 
1.450 
1,567
131?
1.019
I.62S

1,659
1.518
1.449
1.673
1302
1.776
1.496
1.541
!.70̂
1.961

.<0

c*\
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Estimated Yield per acre and

1885-

i

»  ^

T*

r  &
^  ^

Produrt"”'
of 63^"''

Year

1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

# •  9

I )

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

^ 9 4

4 4 9

9 4 4

4 9 4

4 4  4

4 ^ 4

^ 1 ^

4 4 4

1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

4  9 4

4 9 9

4 4 9

^ 4  4

4 4  4

4  4 4

4 9 9

9 4 9

1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

4 4 ^

4 4 4

9 4 9

4 9 9

9 9 9

9 9 4

4 4 9

4 9 4

* 4  »

4 9

^ 4 9

1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

^ ^ 4

4 4 9

9 4 ,

4 9 %

lO

l l  >

U  * $

=  If .
CO

f'-l

IN

aji(

Yiel«i 
per acre

cwt
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Production of Barley in Great Britain, 
1966

l«Cti0f|

tons

1.900
1.728 
I.S85 
I.M2 
1.618 
1,772 
(.729 
1.689 
1.427 
1,733 
1.646
(.697
1,601
1,631
1,623
1.493
1.4M
1.594
1.415
1371
1,393

1.471
1.435
1307

I3 J51.259
1,195
1.408
1367

986

1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

4  4

2,525
2,667
2.873
3,651
3,819
4,430
5,069
5,868
6,451
6,967
7,463

England and Wales
9

Scot;land Great

Yield Yield Yield
V /  _

per acre Production per acre Production per aero
lear

thousand thousand
cwt. tons cwt. tons cwt.

1916 14-8 989 14 3 121 14-8
1917 « ♦ « 144 1,051 17-3 138 14-7
1918 ^ * 15-6 1,168 17-2 131 15-7
1919 4 1 * 13-9 1,052 17-2 150 14-3
1920 14-7 1,205 18-2 186 15-1
1921 14-3 1,029 16-7 142 14-6
1922 % ^ 4 14 0 956 17-8 140 14-4
1923 • • • 14-5 965 16-9 134 14-8
1924 15-4 1,014 17-1 129 15-6
1925 15-3 1,010 18-6 143 15-7

1926 ♦ • » 16-0 916 17-9 109 16-1
1927 ♦ * ♦ 16-4 862 16-1 94 16-4
1928 17-2 1,019 18-4 103 17-3
1929 • • 4 17-8 998 20-1 101 18-0
1930 4 9 9 1 14-4 737 17-8 95 14-8
1931 ♦  9 • I 15-0 773 16-8 74 15-2
1932 4 4 4 16-0 767 19-3 66 16-2
1933 ♦  ♦  4 16-8 631 19-1 57 17-0
1934 4 4 4 16-9 727 18-6 90 17-1
1935 4 4 ♦ 16-6 656 19-8 76 16 9

1936 4 4 4 16-2 663 18-3 66 16-4
1937 4 9 4 14-0 576 19 7 79 14-5
1938 ♦  ♦  # 18 1 803 19 9 98 18-3
1939 9 «  4 17-5 794 191 95 17-6
1940 16-2 985 20-3 104 16-5
1941 1 4  4 151 1,013 19 8 114 15-5
1942 ♦  4 ♦ 18-6 1,273 21-5 159 18-9
1943 . . . 18-2 1,417 20-1 215 18-4
1944 4 9 4 17-7 1,523 18-1 214 17-7
1945 1 4  4 19-0 1,883 19-6 213 19-0
1946 4 4 9 17-5 1,755 20-1 201 17 8
1947 4 4 4 15 6 1,463 17-3 151 15-7
1948 • 9 4 19-4 1,839 20-2 182 19-5
1949 • «  # 20-6 1,938 21-8 185 20-7
1950 4 4 ♦ 19-0 1,543 21-8 164 19 2
1951 *  4 4 20-2 1,747 21-9 169 20-3
1952 4 ^ 4 19-9 2,065 26-4 263 20-5
1953 4 4 4 22-6 2.291 22-9 223 22-7
1954 4 9 « 2 *4  1 25- ' 231 21 -7
1955 4 4 4 25-4 2,680 27-4 250 25 6

Production
thousand

tons

1 .1 1 0
1,189
1,299
1,202
1,391
1,171
1,096
1,099
1,143
1,153

729
655
901
869

1,089
1,127
1,432
1,632
1,737
2,096
1,956
1,614
2,021
2,123
1,707
1,936
2,328
2,514
2,238
2,930
2,793
2,942
3,152
3,982
4.166
4,879
5,598
6,430
7,196
7,830
8,392

-•4‘
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TABLE  58

Estimated Yield per acre and
1885-

Year

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872 
[873
1874
1875

1876
1877
1878
1879
1880 
1881 
1882
1883
1884
1885

•  9  ♦

^ 4 4

4  4

1886
1887
1888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893
1894
1895

1896
1897
1898
1899
1900
1901
1902
1903
1904
1905

•  •  «

% •

1906
1907
1908
1909
1910
1911
1912
1913
1914
1915

•  •  «

•  «  •

•  %

England and Wales

Yield 
per acre

cwt.

'1 1

Production

thousand
tons

Scotland

Yield 
per acre

cwt.

Production

thousand
tons

Great Britain

Yield 
per acre

cwt.

13-9 1.316 11-6 609 13-1 1,925
13-7 1,384 13-0 688 13-4 2,072

1
4

12-5 1,270 12-0 637 12-3 1,907 1

13-6 1,270 12-6 638 13-2 1,908 1
114-3 1,338 13-3 678 14-0 2,016 \

\

14-9 1,408 14-4 729 14-7 2,137 1

14-3 1,360 12-8 636 13-8 1,996 4

14-3 1,426 12-8 639 13 8 2,065 •

12-1 1,310 13-7 698 12-7 2,007
15-3 1,708 13-6 696 14-8 2,404
13-2 1,315 13-0 653 13-2 2,169

%

12-9 1,344 13-5 682 13-i 2,027
13-8 1,429 13-3 646 13-7 2.075
150 1,469 13-4 642 14-5 2,111 1

1

14-3 1,430 12-7 607 13-8 2,037
13-7 1,419 13-1 620 13-5 2,039 ,

12-8 1,305 13-6 652 13-1 1,957 '

15 8 1,664 13-6 650 15-1 2,313
14-5 1,570 13-2 643 14-1 2,213 1
I4-I 1,607 13-3 654 13-9 2,261 f

13-6 1,425 13-4 643 13-5 2,068 !
1

15-6 1.627 13-0 620 14-8 2,247
A
4

16-4 1,778 12-9 616 15 3 2,394
141 1.524 14 0 665 14-1 2,189 1

1

14-5 1,477 14-6 689 14-5 2,166 1
g
1

14-6 1,503 13 7 658 14-3 2,161 1

13 8 1,412 13-7 660 13-8 2,072 1

1
1

l t -6 1,203 13-8 660 12-3 1,863 1
1

1
1

13-4 1,320 14-2 666 13-6 1,986 4

13-9 1,340 15-1 693 14-3 2,033 41
13-9 1,452 14-6 715 14-1 2,168 4

Production

thousand
tons

^  >

Ml

productio"

1964

Year

4 4 9

4 4

4 4

|9I6 ••• 
1917 -  
I9IB
1919 •
1920 .
1921 -
1922 •••
1923
1924 .. .
1925 -
(926 ...
1927 ...
1928 ...
1929 ...
1930 ...
1931 ...
1932 ...
1933 ...
1934 ...
1935
1936 ...
1937 ...
1938 ...
1939 ...
1940 ...
1941 ...
1942 ...
1943 ...
1944 ...
1945 ...

1946 ...
1947 ...
1948 ...
1949 ...
1950 ...
1951 . 
1951 .
1953
1954 ...
1955

4  4

9 4

^ 9 %

9 % 9

4 9 t

9 9 4

^ • 9

4 4 4

1956
1957 
1953
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

•  * »

•  • •

Engl

Yield
per acre

cwt

Pr

(



Bi i'5

K  <■'5
iJJ:

acre and
I88S.

luction

toiy

2,072
1.907
1.908 
2,016 
1137 
1,996 
2,065 
2,007 
1404 
2,169

2,027
2.075
2,111
2.037
2,039
1.957
2,313
2^13
2,261
1068

2^47
2,394
1189
2,166

2.072
1.863
1,986
2,033
i l 68

■r)| ■i,J
i*

Production of Oats In Great Britain,
1966

A-1
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TABLE 59

Estimated Yield per acre and
1884-

«  «  t 
* ^V * >•

''4, 'I

I  ^

—-40

tN

Productiof’
,f potato

1934 . . .
1935 ...

1936 ... ■
1937 ... i
1938 ... '
1939 ... ‘
1940 ...
1941 ... :
1942 ...
1943 ...
1944 ...
1945 ...

•  «  »

1946
1947
1948 ... .
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

4  «  •

1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965 
>966

% %4



4

CO

in

luction

ôuand 
tons

♦  »

3,743
3,)99

3,166
3,565
3,059
3,5B8
2.611
3,053
3.049
3.476
2.789
3.593

3.562
2.606
3.283
3,077
1735
3.671
3,194
Z9I4
3,588
3,763

3.429
1977
3.918
3.674
3.477
3.825
3.180
3.865
4.031
3,830

<.\T' (

Production of Potatoes (o) in Great Britain, 
1966

Year

1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925 %  »

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

4 4

9  •  »

1936
1937
1938
1939
1940
1941
1942
1943
1944
1945

•  6

1946
1947
1948
1949
1950
1951
1952
1953
1954
1955

•  9

•  «

1956
1957
1958
1959
1960
1961
1962
1963
1964
1965
1966

•  4

I I

England and Wales Scotland Great

Yield 
per acre Production

Yield 
per acre Production

Yield 
per acre

tons
thousand

tons tons
thousand

tons tons

5-9 2,505 41 531 5-4
6-6 3,341 7-5 1,110 6-8
6-6 4,209 7-0 1,161 6-7
5-7 2,733 5-4 832 5-7
5-8 3.151 7-6 1,237 6-2
5-3 2,958 6-8 1,040 5-6
71 4,012 7-6 1,191 7-2
5-9 2,758 6-0 821 5-9
6 0 2,696 6-1 845 6-0
6-5 3.214 7-0 995 6-6

5-5 2,763 6-3 899 5-7
5-9 3,055 5-4 799 5-8
7-2 3,513 1 1 1,032 7-2
6 9 3,588 8 0 1,155 7-1
6-5 2.743 7 0 860 6-6
5-5 2.454 5-5 699 5-5
6-6 3.308 1 1 1.142 6-8
6-7 3,478 7-1 1,077 6 8
7 1 3.439 7-3 1,025 7-1
6-2 2.879 6-7 886 6 3

6-2 2,814 l A 990 6-5
6 9 3,126 6 8 922 6-9
7-3 3,486 6-8 918 7-2
7-3 3,314 7-7 1,040 7 4
1 1 4.155 7 8 1,220 7-7
7 0 5,414 7-2 1,369 7-0
7-4 6,651 6-9 1,511 7-3
7-1 6.775 7-5 1,762 7-2

( 6‘6 6,510 6-3 1,516 6 6
1 7-2
t 7,106 7-1 1.596 7-2

6-8 6,840 8-0 1,774 7 0
5-8 5,478 6-1 1,264 5-9

t 8,481 7-5 1.651 7-6
' 6-6 6,165 7-5 1,440 6 8
! 1 1 6,677 7-8 1,487 1 1
1 7-9 5,754 7-7 1,333 7-8

7 9 5,386 8 1 1,389 7-9
8-7 5,824 7-5 1,311 8-4
7-9 5,147 7-6 1,266 7-9
7-3 4,424 7-1 1,097 7-3

8-3 5,285 8-5 1,374 8-4
7-2 4,092 6-5 938 7-1
6-9 3,980 6-8 1,002 6 9
8-4 4,803 9-3 1.391 8-6
8-6 5,101 8-9 1,354 8-7
91 4,459 8 7 1,179 9-0
9-2 4.763 8-8 1,250 9-1
9-0 4.833 7-3 1,096 8-6
9-2 5,085 8-7 1,326 9-1

10-6 5,726 8-7 1,228 10-2
1 lO-l 4,930 8-8 1,078 9-8

Production

thousand
tons

3.036
4,451
5,360
3,565
4,388
3,998
5,203
3,579
3,541
4,209

3.662
3.854
4.545
4.743
3.603
3.154
4,450
4,555
4.464
3.765

3,804
4.048
4,404
4,354
5,375
6,783
8,162
8,537
8,026
8,702

8,614
6,742

10.132
7.605
8,164
7,087
6.775
7,135
6,413
5,52!

6,659
5,030
4.982
6.194
6.455
5,638
6,012
5,929
6,411
6,955
6.008

/'



Estimated Yield per acre and Production 
of Sugar Beet in Great Britain,

1921-1966

TABLE 60

s

Yi5ar

England :and Wales Scoeland Great Britain
Yield 

per acre Production
Yield 

per acre Production
Yield 

per acre Production

cons
thousand

cons cons
thousand

tons tons
thousand

tons

1921 ♦  4  • 7-8 65 ^  •

1922 6*5 55 4  •

4 0
0  0 4 4

1923 6-2 104 4 ^

9  %
0  9

1924 8-2 184 A  4

4 4 4 4

1925 7-8 428 ^  4

4 s 

4 4

9  • #  #

4 4

1926 •  •  ^ 8-7 1,090 8-1 28 8-6 U I71927 • 9 0 6-5 1,449 5-1 53 6-5 1,5031928 4 9 0 1 1 1,359 4-9 II 1 1 1,3701929 0  0  4 8-7 2,000 6-6 4 8-7 2,0041930 ♦  ♦  ♦ 8-8 3,049 6-5 II 8-8 3,0601931 0  0  4 71 1,663 4-7 5 7-1 1,667
1932 0  0  9 8-7 2,227 7-8 5 8-7 2,232
1933 0  4 9 9-0 3,279 iO-4 18 9-0 3,298
1934 0  9 9 10-2 4,027 8-4 63 10-1 4,095
1935 4 9 9 9-1 3,346 7-3 54 9-1 3,404

1936 •  •  * 9-7 3.391 8-4 57 9-7 3.448
1937 8-3 2,528 7-5 55 8-3 2,583
1938 6-5 2,139 7-0 52 6-6 2,191
1939 9 9 4 10-3 3,469 7-9 60 10-3 3,529
1940 0  $ 9 9-7 3,120 9-0 57 9-7 3,176
1941 4 9 9 9-3 3,168 8 0 58 9-3 3,226
1942 9 4 9 9-4 3,841 6-0 83 9-3 3,923
1943 4 4 4 9-2 3,656 1 1 104 9-1 3,760
1944 9 4 4 1 1 3,177 6-9 90 7-7 3,267
1945 0  4 9 9-4 3,783 8-4 103 9-4 3,886

1946 4 4 4 10-6 4,447 6-2 75 10-5 4,522
1947 4 9 4 7-6 2,896 7-3 64 7-6 2,960
1948 • * 0 10 6 4,249 81 70 10-5 4,319
1949 0  9 4 9-5 3,867 i l l 95 9-5 3.962
1950 4 9 9 12-3 5,118 10-0 100 12-3 5,218
1951 9 9 9 10-8 4,438 8-9 96 10-7 4,534
1952 9 4 9 10-5 4,140 9-5 96 10-4 i 4,236
1953 0  0  4 12-8 5,148 11-9 127 12-8 5,275
1954 9 9 4 105 4,402 8-8 119 10-4 4,521
1955 0  4 4 10-8 4,432 9-9 124 10-8 4,556

1956 •  •  • 12-3 5,036 9-3 133 12-2 5,169
1957 4 4 0 10-6 4,382 10-6 157 10-6 4,539
1958 9 9 4 13-3 5,567 ll-O 175 13-2 5,742
1959 4 9 4 12-7 5,282 14-3 228 12-8 5,510
I960 9 9 0 16 8 6,988 14-3 227 16-7 7,215
1961 0  4 4 14-1 5,764 11-2 173 14-0 5,936
1962 0  4 9 12-7 5,146 10-8 167 12-6 5,313
1963 4 9 4 12-6 5,130 8-6 123 12-5 5,254
1964 0  9 4 14-2 6,099 11-4 120 14-2 6,218
1965 0  4 9 14-9 6,608 11-2 97 14-9 6,705
1966 0  4 9 14-7 6,419 IM 76 14-6 6.495
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of Turnips and Swedes (a) in 
1884-1966
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Great Britain,
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7.894
9.952

11.431
9.872
8.329
7.015
4,599

10,390
7.676

6.665
8,955

10,638
8.022
8.528
6,618

10.069
9.753
9.373
8.231

8,585
10,429
9.720
8,368
9,517
7,182
9.019
9.999
8.135
7.352

left, for

■«o

Production of Hay (o) in 
1885-1966

n .
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Total Cattle and Calves in Great Britain, I866-<I966

T A B L E  63

s -

T h o u s a n d :

Y e a r
England 
an d  W ale s Sco tlan d G r e a t  B r iu in Y e a r

England 
an d  W ale s Scotlan d G r e a t  B r iu in

1866
1867
1868
1869
1870
1871
1872
1873
1874
1875

3 .8 4 8
4 .0 1 4
4 .373
4 .2 9 6
4 .3 6 2
4 .2 6 8
4 .5 0 4
4 .8 1 6
4.971
4 .8 7 0

9 3 7  
979 

1,051 . 
1,018 
1,041 
1,070 
1,121 
I .M 8  
1,155 
1,143

4 .7 8 6
4,993
5 ,4 2 4
5 ,313
5 ,403
5 ,3 3 8
5 ,625
5 ,9 6 5
6 ,125
6.013

1916
1917
1918
1919
1920
1921
1922
1923
1924
1925

6 ,2 1 6
6 ,2 2 7
6 ,2 0 0
6 ,195
5 ,5 4 7
5 ,5 1 7
5 .723
5,813
5 ,894
6,163

1.226
1,210
1.210
1,230
1,166
1,143
1,147
1,194
1,164
1,205

7 .442
7,437
7.410
7 .424
6.713
6,660
6,869
7.017
7.059
7.368

1876
1877
1878
1879
1880 
1881 
1882
1883
1884
1885

4 .713
4 .5 9 6
4 .643
4 .773
4 ,8 1 3
4 .815
4 .7 2 6
4 .6 6 8
5 .133
5 ,4 2 2

1,131
1,102
1.095 
1,084 
1,099
1.096 
1.081 
1,094 
1,137 
1,176

5 ,8 4 4
5 ,6 9 8
5 ,7 3 8
5 ,856
5 .9 1 2
5 .9 1 2  
5 ,8 0 7  
5 ,963 
6 ,2 6 9  
6 .5 9 8

1926
1927
1928
1929
1930
1931
1932
1933
1934
1935

6.253
6,275
6 ,026
5 ,958
5 ,8 5 0
6 ,065
6 .3 5 8
6 ,6 2 0
6 ,6 6 0
6,541

1,198
1,210
1,214
1.233 
1.236 
1,209
1.233 
1,294 
I .3 I3  
1,318

7.451
7 ,486
7 ,240
7.191
7 ,0 8 6
7 .274
7,591
7 .914
7,973
7,860

1886
1887

5 ,4 8 9
5.321

1,157
1,120

6 .6 4 7
6,441

1936
1937

6 ,540
6 ,6 1 9

1.313
1,290

7.853 
7  9091888

(8 8 9
5 .0 1 9
5 .019

I.M O
1,121

6 ,1 2 9
6 .1 4 0

1938
1939

6 ,7 1 4
6 ,7 7 0

1.316
1.349

8 ,030  
8  I (91890 5 ,323 1,186 6 ,509 1940 7,001 L 3 6 0 8 361I8 9 f 5 ,6 3 0 1,223 6,853 1941 6 .84 ( 1.312
W p  w  V  9

8  J531892 5 ,723 1,222 6 .945 1942 6 ,913 1.335 8  2481893 5 ,483 1,218 6,701 1943 7 .0 5 0 1,377 8  4281894 5 ,1 4 6 1,202 6 ,3 4 7 1944 7 ,1 9 8 1,418 8  6161895 5 .1 7 6 1,178 6 ,354 1945 7 ,2 3 7 1,460
v p  V  1  W

8 .697

1896 5 ,2 8 7 1,207 6 ,4 9 4 1946 7 .2 4 4 1,472 8 7 1 61897 5 ,2 7 7 1,224 6 ,5 0 0 1947 7 ,175 1,459
W f #  1  S r

8  6331698 5 ,3 7 6 1.246 6 ,6 2 2 1948 7 ,340 1,499
9 w  p  V

8  8401899 5 ,5 7 9 1,217 6 .7 9 6 1949 7 ,695 1,569
X / p  V  T V

9  2631900 5 ,6 0 7 1,198 6 ,805 1950 8 ,0 1 4 1,616 9 .6 3 01901 5 ,535 1,229 6 .7 6 4 1951 7 ,9 1 2 1,600
9  p

9  5121902 5 .3 3 4 1.222 6 ,556 1952 7 ,7 2 7 1,576 9  3031903 5 ,4 5 7 1,247 6 .705 1953 7,861 1,647 9 .5081904 5 ,6 4 6 1,213 6 ,853 1954 8 ,0 6 7 1,710 ^ j n1905 5 .7 6 0 1,227 6 ,987 1955 8 ,039 1.725 9 .764

1906 5 ,8 0 9 1,202 7,011 1956 8,253 1,736 9.989
1907 5 .7 2 7 1,185 6 ,9 1 2 1957 8 ,130 1,779 9 .909
1908 6,731 1,174 6 ,905 1958 8 ,1 5 7 1,820 9,9761909 5 .845 1,176 7,021 1959 8 ,435 1,892 10.328
1910 5 .8 6 7 1,171 7 .0 3 7 I960 8 ,7 6 9 2.003 10.7721911 5 .9 1 4 1,200 7 .1 1 4 1961 8 ,8 1 6 2,045 10,861
1912
h  ^ k  m

5 ,8 4 2 1,184 7 .0 2 6 1962 8 ,7 3 2 2 ,017 10,749
1913 5 ,7 1 7 1,247 6 .9 6 4 1963 8 ,616 1,989 10,605
1914 5 .8 7 8 1,215 7 ,093 1964 8 ,525 1,990 10,515
1915 6 ,0 6 4 1,224 7 ,2 8 8 1965 8,791 2 ,035 10.826

1966 8 ,9 2 6 2,091 11,017

I
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SSTib kIpM gS

1896-1^

1906-190
I9 II-I9 IS
191̂ 1920
i92i.»ns
1926-1^
1931-1935
1936-1990
1941-1945
1946-1950
1951-1955
1956-1960
1961-1965

1966

9*^

9^

9 ^

9 9 9

^ 9

Scodand:
1666-1870
1871-1875
1976-ieSO
I891-I8BS
1686-1890
1691-1895
1896-1900
1901-1905
1906-1910
I9M-I9I5
1916-1920
192N925
1926-1930
1931-1915
1936-191]
1941-1945
1946-1950
I95I-I9S5
1956-1960

196I-I96S
1966

9 9 ^

9 9 ^

^9 %

'961-1^
1966

(0)2.
'919-20.
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Analysis of Total Cattle and Calves in Great Britain. 1866-1966

Five-year averages

TABLE 64

Five-year period

e e e

e 4  e

England and W ale s:  
1666-1870 
1871-1875 
1876-1880 
1881-1885 
1886-1890 
1891-1895 
1896-1900 
1901-1905 
1906-1910 
I9 II- I9 I5  
1916-1920 
1921-1925 
1926-1930 
1931-1935 
1936-1940 
1941-1945 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965 

1966

Scotland:
1866-1870
1871-1875
1876-1880
1881-1885
1886-1890
1891-1895
1896-1900
1901-1905
1906-1910
I9 II- I9 I5
1916-1920
1921-1925
1926-1930
1931-1935
1936-1940
1941-1945
1946-1950
1951-1955
1956-1960

♦  A  e • « e

# e  e

• e e

e e * • « e

9 ^ 9 ♦  «  e

e • •

1961-1965
1966

e ♦ ♦

9 ^ 9

G reat Britain : 
1866-1870 .
1871-1875 .
1876-1880 .
1881-1885 .
1886-1890 .
1891-1895 
1896-1900 
1901-1905 
1906-1910 
I9 II- I9 I5  
1916-1920 
1921-1925 
1926-1930 
1931-1935 
1936-1940 
1941-1945 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960

9 9  9

P 9 9

e #  9

4  » •

e e  9

1961-1965
1966

# 9 e

» • •

(a) 2-)rear average: 1919*20.

Cows
and heifers 

in milk 
or in calf

1,694
1,812
1.837
1,953
2,085
2,127
2,149
2,189
2,330
2.365
2.476
2.603
2.730
2.933
3,100
3,376
3.528
3,547
3,686
3,842
3,810

2,072
2,204
2,228
2,353
2,499
1,562
2,585
2,627
2,765
2,825
2,921
3,053
3,187
3,412
3,605
3,924
4,135
4.193
4,401

4,616
4,605

123

Thousands

Two years 
and over

One year 
and

under two

Under 
one year

1,084 1,400
1,191 1,683
1,204 1,666
1,168 1,872
1,230 1.919
1,266 2,030
U O I 1,087 1,088
1,129 1,124 1,103
1,122 1,193 1,151
1,068 1,217 1,214
1,067 1,289 1,210

916 1,086 1,137
934 1,177 1,147
892 1,282 1,241
937 1,301 1,258
936 1,281 1,298

1,099 1,276 1,446
1,190 1,484 1.593

979 1,720 1,883
771 1,845 1,933
654 1,900 2,502

243 364
268 467
270 442
257 460
262 463
274 500
255 286 241
267 268 235
250 276 221
249 284 241
229 287 239
221 258 224
210 288 246
194 313 269
199 323 281
211 318 274
249 330 306
255 374 346
216 438 447

180 491 543
138 509 624

1,327 1,784
1,459 2.150
1,475 2,107
1,425 2,332
1,492 2,382
1,540 2,538
1,357 1,372 1.330
1,396 1,412 1,331
1,372 1,469 1,372
1,316 1,501 1,455
1,297 1,576 1,450
1,13-̂ 1,344 1,341
1,144 1,464 1.393
1,087 1,596 1,511
1,137 1,624 1,538
1,146 1,599 1,572
1,348 1,605 1,751
1,445 1,859 1,939
1,196 2,158 2.330

951 2,336 2,476
792 2,409 3,125

Bulls for 
service

Bulls beini 
reared 

for service

io)

{ 0 )

V

(«) 104
100
102
110
106
123 64
123 S3
97 39
78 32



TABLE 65

Year

1866
1867
1868 
1869 
(870 
(871
1872
1873
1874 
(875

1876
1877 
(878 
(879 
1880 
I88( 
1882 
1883 
(884 
1885

1886
(887
(888
1889
1890
1891
1892
1893 
1694 
1895

l :

1896
1897 
(898 
(899
1900
1901
1902 
(903
1904
1905

4̂  •

1906
1907
1908
1909
1910 
(9 I( 
(912
1913
1914 
(915

En|(and 
and Wa(es

(6.793 
22,025 
23,599 
22,543 
2 (.647 
20,237 
20,780 
22.(37 
22,924 
22,066

2(,(93 
2(,(92  
2 (.370 
2(,3(9 
(9,547 
(7,850 
(7.466 
(8.(76 
(9,085 
(9,577

(8,9(7
(9,(93
(8,527
( 8 ,68 (

(9,9((
2(.I09
2(,(9(
(9.907
(8.589
(8,558

(9,239
(8,9(7
(9,(55
(9.678
(9,277
(8.976
(8,497
(8,4(2
(8,239
(8,233

(8,426 
(8,802 
(9,680 
20,290 
(9,958 
(9,33 ( 
(6,053 
(7.(30 
17,260 
(7,523

Total Sheep in Great Britain, 1866-1966

Scot(and

5,255 
6.894 
7.1 (2 
6,995 
6,75 ( 
6,883 
7,(4( 
7.29 ( 
7,389 
7,(0(

6,990
6,969
7,036
6.838
7.072
6.73 ( 
6,854 
6,892 
6.983 
6,957

6.604
6,766
6,73 (
6,95 (
7.36 (
7,624
7,543
7.373
7,273
7.234

7.466
7,424
7,588
7,56 (
7.3(5
7,401
7,269
7.227
6,969
7,024

6,994 
7,3(3 
7,439 
7.328 
7.(45 
7,(64 
7,004 
6,80 ( 
7,026 
7,076

Great Britain

28.(83 
28. (6( 
28.406 
28,(57 
26,6(9 
24,S8( 
124,320
25.068
26.068 
26,535

25,52(
25,959
25.257
25,632
27,272
28,733
28.735
27,280
25,862
25.792

26.705
26,340
26.743
27,239
26,592
26.377
25.766
25.640
25,207
25,257

25,420
26, ( (5
27, (20 
27,618 
27,(03 
26.495 
25,058 
23.93 ( 
24,286 
24,598

22.048 
28.9(9 
30.7 (( 
29,538 
28,398 
27.(20 
27,922 
29,428 
30,3(4 
29.(67

124

1 /

/ .

CO

Thousands

Year
England 

and W ales Scotland Great Brluin

(916 (7.951 7.056 25 0071 (917 17.170 6,873 24 04319(8 (6,475 6.878 23.3531919 (5.(24 6,410 21,534
1920 13.383 6.361 19.7441921 13,832 6,659 20.4901 1922 (3.438 6.684 20,122
1923 13.836 6,786 20.6211 1924 14.843 6,886 21,729
1925 15,975 7,119 23.094

(926 16,859 7.203 24.0621927 17.072 7,535 24.608
1928 16.400 7,579 23.978
(929 16,105 7.556 23.661
1930 16,316 7,650 23.965
(931 17,749 7,831 25.580
(932 18.495 7.916 26,412
1933 18,090 7.811 25,901
1934 16,527 7,655 24.183
(935 16,477 7.766 24,243

(936 16,648 7.557 24,205
(937 17,194 7,518 24,712
(938 17.913 7,969 25.882
1939 17,986 8,007 25.993
1940 17,683 7.783 25.465
(94( 14.686 6,759 21,445
1942 13,932 6,831 20,764
1943 12.933 6.766 (9.700
(944 12,602 6,833 19,435
1945 12,597 6.899 19,496

1946 12,764 6,954 (9,718
(947 10,162 6,025 16,(86
(948 10,856 6,731 17,589
1949 11,744 7,(03 18,847
1950 12.376 7,337 19,714
(951 12,453 6,859 19,311
1952 13,586 7.273 20,860
(953 14,094 7.466 21.560
(954 14,513 7.429 21,943
(955 14,743 7,336 22,078

(956 15,197 7,525 22.721
(957 16,006 7,862 23.868
1958 17,196 7,929 25.125
1959 18,217 8,384 26.601
I960 (8,365 8,407 26.772
1961 19,074 8,709 27.784
1962 19.650 8,639 28.289
1963 19,665 8,539 28.204
(964 20,032 8.531 28.563
1965 20,250 8,587 28,837
1966 20,526 8,377 28.903

CO

CM

L I. . .

A n a ly s '*

t a b l e  66

Rve-r*""

)8 7 l-g  
1876- g

♦ 4#

6̂-1890

1906-190
|9((-(9«
1916.(920
|92(-(925
1926-1930
in(-l935
1936-I9«
[M(-(945 
1946-I950 
1951-1955 
1956.(960 
|96(-(9  ̂
1966

•♦ 4

Scotland:
I866*I920
(87l-(875
(876-1880
1881-1885
(886-(890
1891-1895
1896.(900
1901.(905
1906-1910
l9((-(9(5
1916-1920
1921-1925
1926-19)0
{931-19)5
I936-I94
l99t-l94S
I946-(9S0
(95(-l9SS
(956-1960
(96I-I96S
(966

9^4

^ 9

Great Britain 
1866.1870 
(87(.(87S 
(876-1880 
I88I-I8S5 
1686-1890 
1891-1895 
I896.|9(» 
1901-1905 
1906.(910 
•91(-1915 
•9(6.(920 
'921.(925 
(926.(930 
«|.19)S 
•936.(9̂  
I94(.(5s 
996.(So 
5''*9SS 
^ '9 6 0  
^1-1965 
(966
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Analysis of Total Sheep in Great Britain, 1866-1966
Five-year averages

TABLE 66 Thousands
t>in

JS,007
H o «

}i^
20.<9o

J0.«|
ll.7 »
i3,0H

ifOQ
H u s
a,978 
a.86i 
a.Hs

14,411
a.9ot
H I8 3
1U43

1L205
24,712
a,882
a , 993
a,465
11.445
20.7M
19,700
19.435
19.496

I9.7IS
I4.IS6
1 7 ^
I8,S47
19,714
19,311
10.B60
11.560
11,943
11,1378

22,711
a,868 
a,ia 
16.601 
a,772 
27,784 
2B.2B9 
M4D4 
a.563 
20.07 
a , 903

I

I

I

I

Five*year period

England and W alea
I86&-I670 
1871-1675 
1876-1880 
I88 I - I S 8S 
1886-1890 
I89( - I 895 
1696-1900 
1901-1905 
1906-1910 
I9 I I - I 9 I5 
1916-1910 
1921-1925 
1926-1930 
1931-1935 
I936- I 9'40 
1941-1945 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965 
1966 ...

Scotland: 
1866-1870 
1871-1875 
1876-1880 
1881-1885 
1886-1890 
1891-1895 
1896-1900 
1901-1905 
1906-1910 
1911-1915 
1916-1920 
1921-1925 
1926-1930 
1931-1935 
1936-1940 
1941-1945 
1946-1950 
I95 I - I 95S 
1956-1960 
1961-1965 
1966

G reat Britain : 
1866-1870 
1871-1875 
1876-1880 
1881-1885 
1886-1890 
1891-1895 
1896-1900 
1901-1905 
1906-1910 
1911-1915 
1916-1920 
1921-1925 
1926-1930 
1931-1935 
1936-1940 
1941-1945 
1946-1950 
1951-1955 
1956-1960 
1961-1965 
1966

(o) 3-year average; 1893-95. 
(b) 2-year average: 1919-20.

125

Breedifif
Ewes

Ocher Sheep 
1 year old 
and over

Other Sheep 
under 1 year

Rams

13,826 7.496
13,772 7,857
13,302 7,620
11,563 ft 1 6,868
11.652 •  9 7,393

(o) 6.992 (a) 4,706 7.652
7,216 4,426 7,611
7.042 3.976 7,454
7,473 4,067 7,892
7,006 3,571 7,283
6,256 3,316 6,386 (b) ' l 5 6
5,732 2.454 6,033 166
6,818 2.437 7,103 192
7,420 2,102 7,724 222
7,140 2,147 7.984 214
5,220 2,189 5.795 146
4,509 2,029 4.915 128
5,249 2,563 5,920 146
6,574 2,371 7,866 185
7.714 2.445 9,364 211
7.988 2,527 9,791 219

4,392 2,209
4,735 •  « 2,426
4,659 9  « 2,322
4,554 1  ♦ 2,329
4,481 ft • 2,401

(o) 2,828 (o) 1,823 2.670
2,960 1,745 2,766
2,930 1.502 2,747
3,003 1.388 2,852
2.968 1.243 2,803
2,929 1.123 2,633 (b) ' ' 7 8
2,928 1,007 2,810 82
3,247 977 3,191 90
3,388 950 3,362 96
3,349 942 3,377 98
2,984 988 2,752 95
2.985 1,041 1.707 97
3.105 1,185 2,881 101
3.356 1,083 3,475 107
3,623 1,046 3,821 i l l
3,604 1,034 3,630 no

18,218 ft 9 9.705
18,507 •  1 10,283
17,963 ft • 9.942
16,118 9  4 9,197
16,134 9  9 9.795

(o) 9,820 (0) 6.529 10,322
10,176 6,171 10,377
9,971 5,477 10,201

10.477 5,455 10,744
9.973 4,814 10,086
9.184 4.439 9,019 (6)235
8.660 3,461 8.843 248

10,066 3,414 10,294 282
10,807 3.052 11.087 318
10,488 3,089 11.362 313
8.204 3,177 8.547 240
7,494 3,070 7.622 225
8.355 3.748 8,801 247
9.930 3,455 11,340 292

11,337 3.491 13,185 322
11,592 3,561 13,421 329

Total
Sheep

21,322
21,629
20,922
18.431 
19.046 
19.871 
19,253 
18,471
19.431 
17,859 
16,021 
14,385 
16,550 
17,468 
17.485 
13,350 
11,581 
13.878 
16,996 
19,734 
20,526

6,601
7,161
6,981
6.884
6.883
7,409
7,471
7,178
7,244
7,014
6,716
6,827
7,504
7.796
7,767
6,818
6,830
7,272
8,021
8,601
8.377

27.923
28,790
27.903 
25,314 
25,928 
27,280 
26.724 
25,649 
26,675 
24.874 
22,736 
21,211 
24,055 
25,264 
25,251 
20,168 
18,411 
21,150 
25,017 
28.335
28.903

f i
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Total Pigs in Great Britain, 1866-1966
Sows

TABLE 67

t  •

Thousands

: - 4 0

\V.
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Sows and Gilts for Breeding in Great Britain, 1893-1966
landj

Britt,

X(6\ 
I.B1S 
1.̂ 34
x m
2.451 
2,450
2.798 
3.417
2.799

2.345
2.883
3.157 
2.5« 
2.454 
2.945 
3350 
3336 
3416 
4,074

4,040
3.883 
3,811 
3,767
3.631 
Z107 
1.871
1471
1.631 
1,903

1.644 
1394 
1416 
2,364 
2.463 
3306 
4.287 
4,406 
5.431
5.157

4,821 
5,131 
5,695 
5,135 
4.739 
5,009 
5440 
5.670 
6327 
6.731 
6377

TABLE 68 Thousands

Year
England 

and Wales Scotland Great Britain

1

Year
England 

and Wales Scotland Great Britain

1886
1887
1888 
1889

• «

• ♦ •

1926 I
1927
1928

301
393
380

18
27
22

319
420
402

1929 307 16 323
IB90 1930 316 18 334
1  V  r  W

1891 1931
1932

402
425

20
20

423
445

1 9^ m
1693 293 " is '309 1933 406 22 428
1894 332 19 3SI 1934 450 28 479
1895 396 19 415 1935 494 32 526

1896 376 18 394 1936 483 29 512A B B

1897 317 17 334 1937 455 31 487
1898 345 17 362 1938 434 30 463
1899 358 18 376 1939 449 30 479

A  A  A

1900 316 17 333 1940 395 31 426
1901 304 IS 320 1941 197 19 216
1902 332 17 349 1942 21 221
1903 372 18 390 1943 144 19 162
1904 365 18 382 1944 207 20 226
1905 319 16 335 1945 200 18 218

1906 319 17 336 1946 167 19 186
1907 361 19 380 1947 146 16 162
1908 353 16 369 1948 249 24 273
1909 301 15 317 1949 263 25 288
1910 315 17 331 1950 307 32 339
1911 1 376 22 398 1951 450 47 497
1912 334 20 354 1952 467 52 519
1913 281 15 296 1953 553 60 613
1914 340 19 360 1954 659 66 726
1915 298 18 316 1955 566 51 616

1916 283 18 301 1956 565 51 617
1917 254 IS 269 1957 607 55 662
1918 290 16 306 1958 665 56 720
1919 251 IS 266 1959 561 46 607
1920 290 IS 304 I960 566 48 615
1921 336 18 354 1961 612 54 665
1922 302 16 320 1962 678 57 735
1923 389 24 413 1963 702 53 755
1924 449 24 473 1964 719 59 778
1925 316 16 333 1965

1966
756
669

63
54

819
722

f"

.< ■  .V

<0

t c

127

A fT.
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Total Fowls and Total Turkeys in Great Britain  ̂ 1884-1966

TABLE 69
Thousand;

cr

$  ^

(o) Estimated.

9

128

Year

Total Fowls Total Turkeys
England 

and Wales Scotland Great Britain
England 

and Wales Scotland Great Britain
1884 . . . 9  e  e 10,361 1,942 12,304 4361885 ... e  e  # 10.431 1.971 12,402 414

•  «
«  4

a  4

1908 ... i  9  e 28,249 4,107 32,356 628 69 697
1913 ... 9  9  9 29.026 4,054 33,080 652 57 709
1921 ... e  9  9 24.816 4,216 29,033 445 70 515
1924 ... e e  9 30.755 •  • •  • 6381925 ... 9  e e (o) 33,670 (o) 5,366 (o) 39.036 (0) 653 (0 )  “ 7 7 (o) ’^0
1926 ... 9  9 * 36,563 5,015 41.578 668 91 7?fl1927 «  *  9 39,491 5,320 44.812 604 76

/ w O

1928 ... 9  9  ♦ 39,916 5,424 45,340 593 75 f J A1929 ... 9  9  9 42,757 5,643 48.400 696 86 7B71930 ... •  9  9 47,901 6,317 54,218 667 98 7651931 ... # 9 9 52,564 7,078 59,642 529 931932 ... 9  9 # 57.747 7,438 65.185 553 661933 ««* 9  9  9 61,171 8.094 69,266 811 130 9 4 i1934 9  9  9 61,330 8,029 69,359 788 127
1

9151935 ... 9  9  9 58,290 7.789 66,078 684 82 766
1936 ... 9  • # 57,744 7,955 65.698 707 97 804J937 ... 9  9  e 52.633 7,197 59,830 680 116 7971938 ...
4  A  A

9  9 # 52,539 7.380 59,920 789 146 9341939 ... 9  # 9 52.912 7,322 60.234 693 131 8251940 ... # 9 9 51.178 7,367 58.545 583 122 70S1941 ... # #  9 40,111 6,122 46,233 388 89 A T !1942 »»• # #  9 33,972 6,189 40.160 323 100 4231943 ... 9  e # 26,459 5,782 32,241 294 117 4111944 ... 9  9 # 28,821 6.165 34,986 352 131 4831945 ... 9  9  9 33,810 6,806 40,615 486 IS6 642
1946 ... # 9 9 36,191 7,207 43,397 485 138 6231947 ... 9  # # 37,856 7.438 45,294 511 133 6441948 ... 9  9 # 47.863 8,731 56,595 742 163 9051949 ... ♦  9  9 56.991 9,497 66,488 800 139 9391950 ... ^  ^  * 61,512 9.664 71,176 753 102 8551951 ... e  9  9 63,484 9,607 73,092 734 97 8301952 ... 9  9  9 65,060 9,648 74.708 944 121 1,0651953 ... 9  9  9 64.164 9,532 73.696 1,057 131 U881954 ... # e  9 60.393 8,655 69,048 1,(04 104 1,2081955 ... # 9 9 64,001 8,685 72,686 1,200 117 1,317
1956 ... # # # 68,448 8,900 77,348 l,88( 151 2,0331957 ... # 9  # 70.669 8.897 79,566 1,762 155 1,917
1958 ... 9  9 # 75.306 8.762 84,068 1,795 131 1,926
1959 ... 9  9 # 81,998 8,780 90,778 2353 170 2,523
I960 ... 9  9 # 80,026 8.270 88,296 2,646 164 X8I0
1961 ... 9  9 # 89,587 8.920 98,508 3.616 190 3,806
1962 ... 9  9  • 86.126 8,580 94.706 3.057 171 3.229
1963 ... •  9  9 89,548 8,264 97.812 3.510 169 3,680
1964 ... 9  9 # 93,822 8,777 102599 3.626 153 3,780
1965 ... 9  9 # 93.026 8,930 101,956 4.181 142 4.323
1966 ... ♦  9  9 94,259 8,635 102.894 3,681 150 3,831

i

\

Horses for Agri<



n

{«) 730

iOH
1.917
I.9 U
IS 1 3
1810
3.806
3429
3,680
3,780
4423
3431

«7

H o rse s  for Agricu ltu ra l use (including m ares kept fo r breeding) in
G reat B rita in  1870-1965

TABLE 70

\

Year
England 

and Wales Scotland Great Br

1866 «  • 4  ♦ •  •

1867 ^  • •  « %  ♦

1868 ^  • •  «

1869 »  •

1670 8271 139' 966
1671 802 138 940
1672 801 138 939
1873 806 135 942
1874 808 136 944
1875 815 136 951

1876 830 139 969
1877 832 (a ) 139 (0) 971
1876 840 140 979
1879 643 142 985
1880 839 M l 980
1881 844 143 987
1882 845 143 989
1883 852 143 995
1884 848 143 990
1885 835 142 976

1886 840 142 982
1887 887 147 1,034
1888 875 147 1.022
1689 886 148 1,034
1890 892 147 1,039
1891 936 152 1,087
1892 941 153 1,094
1893 930 153 1,083
1894 921 154 1.075
1895 928 156 1,085

1896 930 156 1,085
1897 912 156 1,068
1898 920 155 1,075
1899 930 155 1,085
1900 925 153 1,078
1901 936 154 1.089
1902 923 153 1.076
1903 951 156 1,106
1904 964 156 1,120
1905 966 157 M 2 2

1906 961 156 1,117
1907 960 156 1,116
1908 964 156 1,119
1909 976 156 1,132
1910 981 156 1,137
1911 937 ISO 1,087
1912 906 148 1,054
1913 807 138 945
1914 791 136 927
1915 729 129 858

(c) Excludes mares kept for breeding.

r *

K  J

(0)

129

Thousands

Year
England 

and Wales Scotland

1916 773 133
1917 796 135
1918 822 137
1919 814 M l
1920 789 138
1921 823 139
1922 805 139
1923 798 139
1924 782 137
1925 773 137

1926 761 132
1927 746 130
1928 733 126
1929 707 123
1930 683 120
1931 667 117
1932 655 116
1933 646 I M
1934 596 112
1935 586 111

1936 561 MO
1937 555 108
1938 562 105
1939 549 100
1940 541 101
1941 564 102
1942 485
1943 520 96
1944 485 92
1945 457 88

1946 436 84
1947 403 79
1948 384 73
1949 335 66
1950 289 58
1951 248 S I
1952 210 44
1953 180 37
1954 153 31
1955 134 26

1956 ' 105 19
1957 87 16
1958 72 12
1959 • ^ 10
I960 46 8
1961 • • 4  a

1962 • ♦ « •

1963 4  $ 4  9

1964 4 » $  9

1965 19 2
1966 4  4 e 9

Great Britain

}.

54

• e

K  ‘V

21

<•

4

• —  4
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