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Central Statistical Office

The Central Statistical Office is the Government Agency responsible for preparing the United Kingdom’s 
national accounts, for the collection of data from businesses, and for the compilation of a wide range of 
official statistics - including the retail prices index and the overseas trade figures. -

CSO began life in 1941 on the orders of Winston Churchill who wanted better statistics to manage the war
time economy. It remained part of the Cabinet Office until mid-1989, when it became a separate government 
department responsible to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. In November 1991 it became a Government 
Executive Agency.

Today, anyone can benefit from the following:

• A range of statistical publications. The Monthly Digest, Economic Trends and Social Trends are 
among the best known. Details from HMSO bookshops (071-873 0011).

• Public inquiry services in London (071-270 6363/6364) and Newport (0633 812973). Call London for 
details of how to subscribe to CSO First Releases, and how to phone “talking" release notices, or how to 
receive release notices by Fax. Call Newport for inquiries on business statistics and details of Business 
Monitors. Call either with general inquiries about government statistics.

• A wide range of data on disk. For details see Introduction.

Government Statistical Service

A service of statistical information and advice is provided to the Government by specialist staffs employed 
in the statistics divisions of individual departments. Statistics are made generally available through their 
publications and further information and advice on them can be obtained from the department concerned.

Enquiries about statistical series published in this volume should be made to the sources given at the foot of 
each table.

Enquiries about orders and subscriptions for Financial Statistics and other Central Statistical Office publications 
should be made to:

HMSO. PO Box 276. London SW8 5DT

(Telephone 071 873 8499 for subscriptions; 071-873 9090 for orders),
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