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Overview

• Aims of the International Business Unit (IBU)

• Why do we need the IBU?

• Some real examples of complex models including 

challenges for ONS

• Progress and future aspirations



Aims of the IBU

• To gain a greater understanding of and the extent to which the globalisation of large

businesses and their operating models such as contract manufacturing/toll processing

impact the source data ONS collate.

• To improve the quality of the data collected from our most important businesses.

• Build stronger working relationships with respondents from key Multi-National groups.



Why do we need the IBU?
We recognise that there are aspects that we may not be fully captured covering: 

• Factory-less goods production

• Merchanting of goods and services;

• Contract manufacturing; 

• Toll processing;

• Transfer pricing;

• Internet Related Activities;

• Cross-border use of intellectual property; and

• Special Purpose Entity (SPE) activity.

Plus many other challenges collecting timely, coherent and consistent data from our largest 
businesses. 
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Intellectual Property (R&D) Example



How does it work?



Progress and Future Aspirations
• Researched approx. 40.MNEs (Visited 20 face to face, many telephone conferences) 

• Strong working relationships with several large businesses

• Last 18 months, mainly learning, how and why MNEs structure as they do and what this means for the questions we ask and data 
collated?

• Made improvements to the quality of source (survey) data. 

• Learning and working with other statistical institutes

• Eurostat’s Early Warning System and GNI Pilot Investigations

• IBU can evidence the need for a tailored data collection method and account management approach for the most complex 
businesses.

• IBU will continue to strengthen relationships with all IBU cases and continue to improve the quality of the data collected from the 
MNEs.

• Further research: digital companies (cloud technology) IP, Sharing economy, Special Purpose entities and Holding Companies



Thank you

Any Questions?


