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NEW INDEX-NUMBER
OE WAGES r
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Th e  index-number of changes of wage- 
rates published each month in the Bulletin 
of the London and Cambridge Economic 

Service was originally intended to reflect 
roughly general changes over short periods, and 
did not profess either to make an exact measure
ment of the change in average earnings on any 
exact definition, or to show precisely the 
relative levels of wages in current and pre-war 
years. Owing to the fact that no other monthly 
index-number of wages exists, this number has 
obtained an unexpected pubhcity and has fre
quently been used by writers on recent economic 
changes as if it had a greater precision and wider 
validity than it can claim. In view of this 
development, continual watch has been kept on 
the number, by comparison with the occasional 
publication of average wage changes by the 
Ministry of Labour and otherwise, in order to 
have warning if it was seriously misleading for 
the purposes to which it was applied; and it was 
found that though its movements over the years 
for which it has been given (1919 to 1928) were 
in accordance with all other measurements, yet 
evidence accumulated that its general level was

too low in relation to 1914 for some of the 
applications made of it. Since the argument 
usually based on it has been that money wages 
have risen since 1914 more than have wholesale 
or retail prices, so that real wages have risen, 
and these arguments would have been 
strengthened if the wage index-number had 
been higher, it has not been necessary to recast 
the index. Indeed it was impossible to make 
a close estimate of the change of wages or 
earnings since 1914 till the results of the general 
hours and earnings enquiry of 1924 were 
available, and some of the more vital problems 
that arise could not be solved till the 1924 
Census of Production was completed. Now 
that we have Mr. Flux's Presidential Address to 
the Royal Statistical Society (November 20th, 
1928), in which the relation of the results of the 
Census of Production to the National Income 
was discussed, all the data that will ever be 
available (so far as can be judged) are to hand, 
and the time has come to reconsider the whole 
question of the continuous measurement of 
wage changes.

TH E CU RREN T INDEX-NUM BER.

The existing index-number is the unweighted 
average of eleven percentages, viz. current rates 
expressed as percentages of pre-war rates for 
Bricklayers, Bricklayers' Labourers, Com
positors (Printers), Engineering Fitters, Engin
eering Labourers, Railwaymen, Dock Labourers, 
Cotton Operatives, Operatives in the Woollen 
and Worsted Industries, Coal-Miners, and 
Agricultural Labourers. In each case the per
centage depends on a number of separate 
entries or an aggregate for the whole or 
an important section of the industry. The 
numbers in 1919-20 were based on the analysis 
detailed in “ Prices and Wages in the United

Kingdom, 1914-20,"* where the changes in the 
industries or occupations as a whole were 
measured. Changes in subsequent years have 
in many of the industries been uniform over the 
whole country, but detailed information has 
been used for principal or typical towns for 
Building, Printing and Dock Labourers, for 
each Coal division, and for Agriculture in each 
county in England and Wales. The national 
changes for Engineers and Railwaymen have 
been sufficient for the purpose, as have the 
general changes in Lancashire and Yorkshire for 
Cotton and Wool respectively.

* Econom ic an d  S oc ia l I I  istory o f  the U’ar, Carnogio Kmlowment.
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It was thought that these eleven composite 
percentages were typical of wage movements in 
all occupations in adequately correct proportion. 
They include sheltered” and “ unsheltered” 
trades, some industries where time-rates and 
others where piece-rates are common, in
dustries predominantly skilled, predominantly 
unskilled or mixed, localised and scattered, 
town and country, some where wages move in 
connection with the Cost of Living Index, and 
two principal women's factory industries.

Under these circumstances it was considered 
that an unweighted average was more likely to 
reflect general changes than an average weighted 
in proportion to the numbers employed, which 
would have given Coal and Agriculture undue 
preponderance. But there is some risk in 
giving, e.g., Compositors equal importance with 
Miners, and it is decided to widen the basis and 
to introduce a system of weights, starting afresh 
from the year 1924, when the number for that 
year has been established.

VARIOUS MEASUREMENTS OF WAGE CHANGES
A  variety of purposes is served by measure

ment of average wages, and to each purpose 
corresponds an appropriate definition and 
method of computation. The most general 
measurement, that used in estimates of national 
income, is of the average annual earnings of all 
manual labourers in the United Kingdom. It 
is convenient to measure separately lost time 
due to illness, complete unemployment and 
holidays, especially as we are not here con
cerned with them. There remain at least six 
factors which affect earnings, which need to be 
treated differently for different purposes, v iz . :

(а) changes in time-rates;
(б) changes in piece-rates;
(c) facilities for earning on piece-rates;
(d) weekly hours of work;
(e) shifting of relative numbers and re

grading within an industry;
(/) shifting of relative numbers between 

industries.
There is also to be considered the labour 

cost of a given unit of production to the 
employer, as contrasted with the reward for a 
normal week's labour to the operative.

The Ministry of Labour’s method in con
structing its general index-number has been to 
depend on [a) and (6) only, ignoring all other 
factors, but giving some information about (d); 
but a comparison of the 1924 and 1906 Earn
ings and Hours Enquiries affords results for 
the aggregate effect of [a), (6), (c) and (e), 
and relates to Earnings, not Rates. The 
Economic Service index-number from 1914 
to 1920 paid attention to (a), {b), (c) and (e), 
thereby reaching a higher level than the 
Ministry of Labour, but there was insufficient 
information of the effects of (c) and {e). Since 
1920 changes due to (c) and (e) have been 

. ignored. It is evident from a very slight 
acquaintance with industry that since 1914 
there have been very considerable changes in 
the arrangement of occupations within many 
industries (especially in the wide group classified 
under Engineering), that the work of women and 
men has been adjusted, machinery modified and

extended, and new occupations developed, and 
that therefore we may expect the factor (e) to 
have had some influence on the average. We 
may, as a separate problem, estimate the change 
of wages for completely or nearly unchanged 
occupations, such as brickla3dng, general and 
agricultural labour, and this would give some 
measurement for persons established in industry'- 
in 1914 and not individually affected by such 
rearrangements; but this is not a problem of 
general interest, nor is its definition easy. As 
regards (c), every investigation on the subject 
has shown that changes in piece-rates do not 
measure at all accurately changes in earnings, 
since the latter are dominated by the develop
ment of machinery and factory organisation, 
and to some extent controlled by the will of the 
earners. It should be added that apart from 
general changes in time and piece-rates, there 
was, especially during the years 1916 to 1920, a 
great deal of standardisation of rates between 
localities, and an adjustment of the relative 
wages of different classes of operatives, in many 
industries.

The effect of the changes just described on 
five important industries has been studied by 
Mr. J. W. F. Rowe in his recent book. Wages in 
Theory and Practice, and in two of them (Coal 
and Railways) we have also official estimates. 
For Wool we have Mr. G. H. Wood's study in 
the Journal of the Royal Statistical Society, 1927, 
pp. 272 seq. The following table shows very

PERCENT.A.GE INCREASES 19U  TO 1926.

Normal week. 1
Kates. Kamings. 1

Engineering: Skilled ..................... 45 62* 1
Labourers ................. 76 8 4 *  1

Railways : Skilled............................... 105* 1
Labourers ..................... 122 * 1
All ................................... 105 1

Coal ...................................... ................... 34 72 • 1
Cotton : Skilled ................................... rs5 • 1

Unskilled............................... 61 196 • 1
W ool: Time ........................................ 90\

Piece ........................................ 8 0 /  1 981 1

• Bcised on Mr. Rowe’s calculations, 
t  Mr. Wood’s statement.
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roughly the contrast between the results 
obtained from a simple computation of time and 
piece changes ((«) and (6)) and the more com
plete studies involving also the other factors 
((c) and (c)).

Other evidence points in the same direction. 
In the second volume of the reports of the Com
mittee on Industry and Trade, Further Factors 
in Industrial and Commercial Efficiency, pp. 
92-3, there are definite statements of the change 
in earnings of about 100,000 cotton operatives 
and 270,000 engineering workers between 1914 
and 1925. For the former the earnings in
creased 85 or 90%, while piece-rates increased 
61% . For the latter we have—

IN C R EA SE O F K A TES AND EARN IN G S IN T H E  
EN G IN EER IN G  IN D U ST R IES, 19U  TO 1925.

Fitters. Labourers. All Operatives.

45 76 60 approx.*
56 85 71
64 98 75

— 78i

Timo-ratos ................
Tim o-earnings...........
Paym ent by results.. 
Together .....................

* Not given in report.

Workmen paid by results earn more than 
time-workers, and the former group have 
increased in numbers more than the latter; 
allowance for this movement leads to the 
final entry, 78

\l

TH E MOVEMENT FROM 1914 TO 1924.

!S, in many

'0 1926.

alffeet 
Eifling®*

72*
/85*
\96*

9 8t

The preliminary results of the general 
enquiry about earnings and hours made by the 
Ministry of Labour in 1924 were compared with 
those of the nearly similar 1906 enquiry in the 
estimate of wages in The National Income, 1924, 
Bowley and Stamp. The following table gives 
a rather more complete account of these 
changes.

To obtain it, it was necessary to assume that 
the movement in earnings from 1906 to 1914 
was in each industry proportional to the known 
changes in rates, and though that was not a 
period of rapid changes in wages or methods, 
there remains some element of approximation. 
The effects of the factors (a), (b), (c) and {e) are 
included.

In this table the general average is more 
accurate than some of the separate entries. In 
particular there is doubt about the correctness 
of the entries for wool, transport and miscellan
eous. For wool the general investigations in 
1906 and 1924 show an increase in average 
earnings of about 150%, while the current 
averages published monthly in the Labour 
Gazette indicate only slight and irregular changes 
between 1906 and 1914. It is not clear how Mr. 
Wood obtained only 98% increase from 1914 to 
1926 (p. 2 above), and there was no important 
change between 1924 and 1926, but he gives no 
details. For transport the only general statis
tics relate to railways. Mr, Rowe's figures 
above suggest an increase of about 110% from 
1914 to 1926; but the average weekly earnings 
before the war, according to the account given 
each December, were about 28s., ,and in March 
1924 [Ministry of Labour Gazette, 1927, p. 93) 
were 65s., or, without overtime, 60s., which 
indicates a definitely greater increase. For 
industries not detailed, for many of which 
there is no definite information, and which con
tain about one-quarter of the men and more

than half the women (many of them domestic 
servants), the only practical course was to 
assume the same rate of increase as in the

A PPR O XIM A TE IN C R EA SE IN A V ER A G E EARNINGS
IN T H E  NORMAL W E E K .

(1914 to 1924, Porcontagos.)

1.

Industry.
Relative 
import

ance 
In 1914.®

3.

Percentage
change.

M ales.
Coal ..............................................
Metals, Engineering,

Vehicles, Ships ..................
Cotton .........................................
W o o l..............................................
Bleaching, e tc .............................
Other T extiles ...........................
Boots .........................................
Other D ress ................................
Leather .....................................
Food and Tobacco ..................
Chemicals ................................
Paper .........................................
Printing .....................................
Wood .........................................
Brides, Pottery ......................
Bviilding .....................................
Public Utility Services ........
Rail and other Transport ...
Agriculture ................................
Other O ccupations..................

F em ales.
Metals and Engineering
Cotton .........................................
W o o l..............................................
Other Textiles, Bleaching,

e tc ...............................................
Clothing ....................................
Food and Tobacco .................
Paper e tc ......................................
Pottery  ....................................
Other O ccupations.................

107 63

1.000

Product
of

3 and 3.

120
135
108
145
130
108 t

6,741

13,398
1,932

980
530
992

1.125 
1,665

388
1.940

888
492

2,058
1,545
1,221
7.125
I .  155 
7,272 
3.876

18,810

756
1,740

816

1,200
2.970

432
580
260

II , 988

94,875

Av e r a g e  I n c r e a se  04-876, say 95 p e r  c e n t .

* Numbers proportional to the estimated wage-bills in 1914. 
t  Rough approximation.

average of other industries working mainly for 
the home market. After careful consideration
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of all these sources of error, the conclusion is that 
the general increase of 95% is the best estimate 
that can be made, but that it may have been as 
little as 90%. In fact, the above calculation 
relates to the average of the year 1924; for the 
end of the year it would give 196 or 197. It is 
proposed to take 195 as applying to the end of 
the year to allow for the margin of error. Of 
course no allowance for complete unemploy
ment is made in this calculation.

If we attend only to changes and rates, 
ignoring the factors (c) and (e), we have the 
Ministry of Labour’s estimate of an increase of 
70 to 75% from July 1914 to December 1924, 
but we obtain the Economic Service Bulletin’s 
Index 79% for the same period when we allow 
for part of the effect of these factors.

The introduction of the remaining factor (/), 
the influence of the different rates of growth of 
the various industries, does not in the period 
1914 to 1924 make any significant change in the 
estimate. In previous decades there is evidence 
that the movement to industries where wages 
were high or rising more rapidly than the 
average has continually pushed up average 
earnings; but in the period under review the 
considerable increase in the number of coal
miners whose earnings rose less than the average 
has neutralised this increase for men, and for 
women the movement is confused by the trans

fer from domestic service to industry, and out of
manual work altogether to salaried, while the
numbers m the highly-paid cotton industry
have not progressed (see Economic Journal 
1928, p . 237).

1  he hours of work were generally reduced by 
more than 10% between 1914 and 1924, so that 
hourly earnings increased between n o  and 
120% in this period; no exact computation is 
possible, since we do not know the amount of 
short-time or overtime worked in 1914. In 
1924 the average weekly hours actually worked 
were 45-8, while normal hours averaged 47*1 
approximately in a very large aggregate of 
industries, so that net lost time averaged about 
3 %* III 1906 the averages of persons who 
worked normal hours approximated very closely 
to the averages for all workers, and there is no 
evidence of any general changes up to 1914, 
Hence we may assume that the reduction in 
normal hours was nearly the same as the reduc
tion in actual hours worked.

The official measurement of the Cost of 
Living shows an increase of 75% from 1914 to 
1924. Applying this number to the figures 
already given, we find that real weekly earnings 
increased about 10%, and real hourly earnings 
between 20 and 25%.*

* W eekly: 1 9 0 - r  175 =  108-6; 195 ~  175 =  111-4 
H ourly: 2 1 0 — 1 7 6 =  120; 220-^- 175 =  126.

CHANGES IN TH E COST LABOUR.
Though the real payment for an hour’s work 

increased by one-quarter or one-fifth in the ten 
years, and the money payment was more than 
doubled, it does not follow that the cost of labour 
to the employer increased by these amounts. 
On the one side, the hourly output of time- 
workers may have increased with the reduction 
of hours owing to less fatigue, fewer breaks of 
work and more zeal; and on the other side intro
duction and improvement of machinery and 
greater efficiencyinmanagementmayhave made 
more effective use of labour, especially as the 
increased cost of labour is a powerful stimulus 
to its more economic use. Further, when we 
envisage industry as a whole, labour and 
capital may have been turned to industries 
where efficiency is high and progressive. Some 
light is thrown on the effect of these tendencies 
by the Censuses of Production of 1907 and 1924, 
and Mr. L. R. Connor has put at our disposal the 
calculation which follows.

As is well known, the Census of Production 
distinguishes between the value of the gross 
output and the net output of the industry, the 
latter being obtained from the former by sub
tracting the value of materials, partly finished

products, coal, etc. used in manufacture. When 
the industries of the country are massed together 
we have only to consider the value of materials, 
etc. imported or obtained from home agriculture 
and other industries not covered by the Census. 
We have the following estimate :

CENSUS OF PRODUCTION,

(£Mn.).

Gross Output
Materials ......
Not Output ..

1907. 1924. Ratio. 1

1,558 2,878 100:212 1
646 1,180 100 : 183 1
712 1,698 100 : 238 1

The change of price of manufactures, of 
which the gross output consists, may on the 
basis of Export statistics be estimated at 
+95%* so that the 1924 total revalued at 1907 
prices may be put at 2878 H- 1*95 =  1476.

The change of prices of materials may be 
estimated, on the basis of Import statistics and 
general v^holesale price index-numbers, at 
+  75%* so that 1924 total becomes at 1907 
prices 1180 175 =  674.
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= 126.

Ratio.

100:212 
1 0 0 :1 8 3
1 0 0 :2 3 8

s may

B y subtraction the net output of 1924, 
valued at 1907 prices, is 802.

When price changes are eliminated, there
fore, the net output increased in the period 1907 
to 1924 in the ratio 712 : 802 =  100 : 113, that
is, 13%  •

Mr. Connor also works the sum taking 85 
and 65 as the per cent, increases in prices of 
manufactures and materials, instead of 95 and 
75. and (with an alternative estimate for dupli
cation) adding £118 Mn. to materials and to 
gross output in 1924. This results in an in
crease in net output of 17% . If all these 
margins are reversed the increase is 9%.

The increase of net output apart from price 
variation may therefore be written 13 ±  4%.

Now the number of persons employed, as 
reported in these Censuses, increased 13*8%, or, 
excluding salaried persons, only io*3%.

The assumptions are hazardous, though 
reasonable, and the conclusion reached is that 
the statistics are consistent with a slight 
increase of output per head of manual labourers 
in the 17 years, in spite of the reduced length of 
the working week.

The cost per unit net output can at once be 
deduced. 'I'lie value increased in the ratio 
100: 238, the quantity in the ratio 100 4- 
i i 3(T:4), and therefore the cost in the ratio
100 : 238 “  i i3 ( ±  4) =  7)-.

Now in the previous section it was estimated 
that average earnings increased in the ratio 
100 :195 between 1914 and 1924; this, combined 
with an estimated increase of 7%  between 1907 
and 1914, becomes 100 : 209 from 1907 to 1924.* 

Since then average earnings have increased 
in nearly the same proportion as average wage- 
cost, it follows that, on this working, the output 
per liead was approximately the same at both 
periods. This is consistent with the result of 
the previous paragraph.

All the information is thus consistent with 
the estimates that output per head was nearly 
the same in 1924 as before the war in spite of the 
reduction of hours, and tliat money labour-cost 
per unit output has more than doubled since 
1907, but rather less than doubled (estimate at 

90 to +  95%) since 1914.
* 'pTho CoHfc of Living incroa.sod from 1UU7 to 192-t upproxi 

matoly in tho ratio lOU : 187.

TH E PROPOSED N EW  IN DEX-N U M BER OF WAGES.

The basis is that the number 195 represents 
the level in December 1924 (100 in July 1914). 
This is, as argued above, the best estimate we 
can make for the change in average earnings of 
all manual workers in the United Kingdom for 
the normal week. It also represents the change 
in the money-cost of labour per unit product, 
since the reorganisation of industry and the 
change (if any) in Labour effort per hour have 
apparently compensated approximately for the 
reduction of hours. It agrees with the Ministry 
of Labour’s estimate {Gazette, 1925, p. 36) that 
the average level of hourly wages (making no 
allowance for any change in relative numbers 
or reorganisation) was 90 to 100% higher in 
December 1924 than in July 1914, while the 
average level of weekly wages was only 70 to 
75% higher. The index formerly used in the 
Economic Service Bulletin, 79%  increase at the 
same date, reflected the effect of part of the 
causes that push the increase of earnings above 
the increase of rates.

In constructing the index-number it is 
necessary to limit the entries to those changes 
that can be ascertained promptly every month 
and to such a number as can be conveniently 
handled in a short time. The former number 
was deficient especially in respect of clothing, 
food and road transport, and in women’s indus
tries other than textile, and it perhaps gave 
too little importance to the specially depressed

trades. To remedy these defects, additional 
entries will be included, as listed below, Ship
building being a depressed industry. Iron and 
steel production is deliberately excluded, because 
the only statistics available are those based on 
the sliding-scale, which connects piece-rates 
with selling prices, and these govern the wages 
of only a small number of persons, and their very 
frequent changes are not typical for any larger 
mass of earnings.

The complete list of data is as follows :

F o r m e r l y  i n c l u d e d .

Bricklayers, Average of summer weekly 
time-rates in London, Southampton, Bristol, 
Birmingham, Leeds, Manchester, Glasgow, 
Belfast.

Bricklayers' Labourers. Similarly, exclud
ing Belfast.

Compositors. Average of weekly time- 
rates, weighted with the numbers in brackets, 
in London (7), Edinburgh (5), Manchester (5), 
Birmingham (2), Bristol (2), Cardiff (2), Swan
sea (2), Sheffield (2), Nottingham (3), York (3), 
Southport (i), Plymouth (i), Dewsbury (i), 
Burton-on-Trent (i), Lincoln (i), Weston- 
super-Mare (i), Cambridge (2).

Docks. Average of half-day’s time-rates, 
London, shipowners’ employees, London, others, 
Bristol, Liverpool, Hull, Glasgow.

Fitters and Engineering Labourers. Time

.f
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rates in principal centres as compiled in the 
Ministry of Labour Gazette.

Coal. Changes in piece-rates,* weighted 
according to the wage-bills in the seven 
principal divisions in 1914.

Railways. Estimate of the effect of any 
changes on the total wage-bill.

Cotton. Changes in piece-rates.
Wool. Combination of changes in time- and 

piece-rates.
Agriculture. Average of time-wages of 

ordinary agricultural labourers in the counties 
of England and Wales, as communicated by the 
Board of Agriculture and Fisheries.

Cotton ..............................  in
W o o l............................... ; ; ; ; ; ;  5
Local Authorities ...............  4
Trams .................................    3
Lorry Drivers ........................  3
Boots and Shoes ....................  1
Confectionery ........................  \

Tailoring ............................... 2
Shirt-making .....................  j
Tobacco .............................  j
Agriculture ......................... 4
Coal ........................................  2q

100

A d d i t i o n s .

Shipbuilding. Changes in piece-rates. 
(Apart from engineers, already included, the 
only available time-rates are for shipwrights and 
joiners, which are not typical for the industry.)

Local Authorities, non-trading services. 
Average of time-rates for labourers in Brighton, 
Plymouth, Cardiff, Leicester, Derby, Sheffield, 
Huddersfield, Glasgow and Dundee.

Tram Drivers and Conductors. Average of 
time-rates in Plymouth, Cardiff, Bradford 
(Yorks), Liverpool, Hull and Edinburgh.

Lorry Drivers, petrol over 2 tons. Average 
of time-rates in London, Bristol, Manchester, 
Leeds, Newcastle and Glasgow.

Boot and Shoe-making. Agreed national 
minimum time-rates for women.

Sugar and Confectionery Industries. Trade 
Board General minimum time-rates for women.

Ready-made Tailoring. Ditto.
Shirt-making. Ditto.
Tobacco. Ditto.
1  he changes in each of these twenty groups 

will be expressed as percentages of the levels at 
the end of 1924  ̂ 3 . weighted average taken.
The result will be applied to the basic number 
195. The weight chosen are as follows :

Fitters .................................... 12
Engineering Labourers

Bricklayers ........................... n
>1 Labourers........  4

Compositors .............................  3
Dock Labourers ...................  3 Sliipbuilding ...................... 4

Railways ...............................  11
In the future those will ho modified from time to time in 

accordance with the statistics of earnings per shift, as these 
become available.

The ideal weights would be proportional to 
the weekly wage-bill in each industry in the 
country at the end of 1924. These have been 
mughly estimated for each of the twenty 
industries or occupations included, but they 
have been adjusted so as to give women^s wages 
as a whole approximately the correct pro
portion, and so as to give the three groups Coal, 
Agriculture, All Others the right proportion, 
bmce the changes of miners' wages are so fre
quent, it is important not to allow them an 
undue influence on the estimate of the changes 
in the national wage-bill. After these adjust
ments we may safely leave the accuracy of the 
resulting number to the known compensating 
principles of the weighted average.

The index-number must continue to ignore 
the influence of the factors other than (a) and 
(6), discussed above, since current information 
(except for miners) only relates to rates. They 
can be trued up from time to time with regard 
to (d), changes in hours of work, and (/) shifting 
of relative numbers between industries. But 
factors (c), changes in facility of earning, and (e) 
movements within an industry, can only be 
brought in when from time to time complete 
estimates of earnings in one or all industries 
become available.

Thus the index-number will measure at 
December 1924 the change in the average level 
of a week’s earnings of all manual workers, not 
wholly unemployed, and afterwards it vdll 
reflect the changes in rates primarily, till it can 
be rectified to continue to measure earnings. 
It is believed that the movement in earnings 
cannot have differed significantly (on the scale 
of measurement used) from the movement of 
ratessince 1924, especially as it will be possible to 
rectify for miners’ earnings at frequent intervals.

The revised figures for the years 1925 to 
1928 are given in the following tables :
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The variations during these four years 
correspond very closely to the variations in the 
index-number hitherto published, raised about 
9% throughout.

The relation between the new index-number 
of wages and the Cost of Living Index-number 
is shown opposite, at selected months.

On this computation average real wages for 
the normal week (full employment) had risen 
about 8% between July 1914 and December 
1924. 16% between July 1914 and November 
1928, and 8% between December 1924 and 
November 1928.

Some details are added to show in whicli 
industries changes have taken place.

D ETA ILS O F W AG E IN D E X  AT S E L E C T E D  D A TES, AS PER C EN T A G ES O F L E V E L S  IN D E C E M B E R  1024.

Building : Bricklayers ..
Labourers 

Engineering: Fitters
Labourera

Shipbuilding ....................
Railways .............................
Docks .................................
Compositors ...................
Cotton * .............................
W ool* .................................
Local Authorities ..........
Trams .................................
Lorries .................................
Coal ......................................
Agriculture ........................
Boot-making f ..............
Tailoring t  ........................
Shirt-making t  ..............
Confectionery t  ..............
Tobacco t  ........................

Weighted Average ..........

1924. 1925. 192C. 1927. 1928.
Dec. Mar. Nov. Mar. Mar.

1

Nov. Mar. Nov.

100 100 100 100 100 100 97-8 97-8
100 100 100 100 100-5 97-4 97-4

100 100 100 100 100 103-5 105-5 103-5
100 100 100 100 100 105 1 105 105
100 100 100 100 100 100 100

100 100 100 103 100 100 97-5
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
100 100-2 99-4 100-2 99-8 99-4 98-3 98-3
100 100-3 100-7 100-7 100-7 100-4 100-4 100-2
100 100-2 100 100 100-0 99-5 99-2 99-2
100 100 98-1 98-1 98-3 90-6 87-7 87-2
100 112-2 112-2 112-2 112-2 112-2 112-2 112-2
100 100 100 100 100 94-4 94-4 94-4
100 100 107-7 107-7 107-7 107-7 107-7 107-7
100 100 107-7 107-7 107-7 107-7 107-7 107-7
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100
100 100 100 100 100 100 100 100

100-8 100-5 100-5 100-9 100-5 99-8 99-5

.3

« 4

* Males and females. t Women only.

100-6
100-9
100-5
99-5

Early in 1927 some increases in hours of work 
in coal-mines delayed the effect of the drop in 
piece-rates. The figures in the table relate to

earnings per shift, except in November 1928, 
for which the data are not yet available.
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