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EMPLOYMENT CHART

SHOWING PERCENTAGE UNEMPLOYED OF MEMBERS OF
TRADE UNIONS MAKING RETURNS
Thick Curve =-\920. Thin Curve = 1919
Dotted Curve = Mean of 1910-19.

X The crosses indicate the maximum and mini

mum percentages of unemployed, In the months
named, during the years 1910-19.
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NOTE TO CHART.
~ Chart Is based solely on Returns
direct to the Ministry of Labour by
Trade Unions which pay unemployed benefit
].’\V members. Persons on strike or locked out,

or superannuated, are excluded from the

.gures.
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fnT trS’ sliipbulilding trades. In tbe build-
n trades employment was considerably better than
m January and was good on tbe whole, bricklayers
ud carpenters being In especial demand. In other

trades employment was generally good and about
the same as In January. It was little afiected by

Changes In rates of wages In February resulted In

0/0,U00 Moihpeople, while changes In hours of
labour resulted In an average decrease of three hours
per week for 178,000 workpeople. The general level
ot retail prices of food and other items (including
pant) |of working-ttags family expeuditiA at it
Ailarcli, 1920, calculated on the basis of the pre-war
standard of consumption, was about 130 per cent,
above the pre-war leyel, or about the same as a
month earlier.

E7/nploy7/ient,—Trade Unions with a net member-
ship of 1,539,032 reported 1'6 per cent, of theilr
members as unemployed at the end of February,
as compared with 29 per cent, a month earlier and
2*8 per cent, at the end of Febrnary, 1910. This
decrease was due mainly to the improvement iIn
employment In the engineering trade as a result
of the termination of the dispute In the foundries.

In Industries in which workpeople are insured
against unemployment under the National Insurance
Acts, the percentage unemployed at 27th February,
1920, including’ demobilised members of H.M.
Forces claiming out-of-work donation, was 4*42. The
corresponding percentage for 30th January, 1920,
was 6*10. Omitting the engineering and Ironfound-
Ing trades, the percentage unemployed at 27th
February was only 3*35. The total number of ex-
service men and women In all industries claiming
out-of-work donation on 27th February was 293,144,
as compared with 377,116 on 30th January.

The number of men on the Live Registers of the
Employment Exchanges at 5th March, 1920, was
351,018, or a decrease of 92,067 on the total at 6th
February; the number of women was 52,907, or an
Increase of 1,008 on the total at 6th February. The
number of vacancies unfilled at 5th March was
32,625 for men and 47,151 for women, corresponding
figures at 6th February being 28,900 and 46,967.

Employment continued good In February at coal,

Iron and shale mines; at tin mines it was fair, while
at lead and zinc mines conditions varied In different
localities. At quarries It remained good generally.

In the pig-iron Industry employment continued
good and there was a further increase of six In the
number of furnaces In blast, thougli the total was
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still 21 below that of a year Conseqgueut upon

the termination of the strike ét the 1ronfoundries .

towards the end of January, employment at iron an
stTel works improved to good, and there was also a
very substantial improvement in the state of emp oy

still a considerable amount of unemployment and
short time. In the shipbuilding trade employment
Improved to good on the whole. In the tinplate anc
mosrother branches of the metal trades It remained

good.

In the cotton trade employment continued fairy
o-ood In tlie spinning section and good In the \\eayi ,,
section; In the woollen and worsted, silk, hosiery,
jute and carpet trades employiuent continued good
and In the lace trade also it was good and better than
In January. In the linen trade it~”s good In
Scotland but slack In Ireland. In the bleaching,
dyeing, printing and finishing trades employment
cJntiimed fairly good. It was good.on the whole iIn
the leather trades and fairly good In the boot and
shoe trades. In the bespoke tailoring trade it was
fairly good and In the ready-made tailoring trade
It was fair. It continued fairly good with dress-
makers and milliners in London and m ilie whole-
sale mantle, costume, blouse, &c., trade in London,
Manchester and Glasgow. In the shirt and collar

trade and In the corset trade employment continued

good.

In the building trade employment was good on
the whole and better than In the preceding month,
notably with painters and plasterers; the shortage
of bricklayers and carpenters reported In previous
months became intensified. In the woodworking and
furnishing, brick, cement, pottery and glass, paper
and printing, and food preparation trades employ-
ment continued good. Skilled farm labourers were
In fairly general demand, but the supply of unskilled
agricultural labour was generally adequate. Em-
ployment with seamen was only moderate, the
supply continuing to be In excess of the demand.
With fishermen employment was good. W ith dock
and riverside labourers employment ranged from
good at some ports to slack a# others.

Trade Disputes.—The number of trade disputes
beginning In Eebruary was 122. In addition 47
disputes which began before Eebruary were still In
progress at the beginning of the month. The total
number of workpeople directly or indirectly involved
In all these disputes, new or old, was about 110,000,
as compared with ‘'about 119,000 In the previous
month, and about 280,000 in February, 1919. The
estimated aggregate duration of all trade disputes
during the month was about 450,000 days, as com-
pared with 1,793,000 days In January, 1920, and
2.316.000 days In Eebruary, 1919,

Changes In Rates of Wages and Hours of Labour.
«—The changes In rates of wages reported to the
Department as having been arranged to come iInto
operation in February, with effect from that month,
or from earlier dates, resulted In an increase of over
£72,000 In the weekly wages of 370,000 workpeople.
The principal changes affected workpeople employed
In the textile dyeing, bleaching, finishing, &ec.,
trades and iron and steel workers. Changes in hours
of labour arranged during Eebruary affected about

178.000 workpeople, whose hours were reduced by an

average of 3 per week.

Retall Prices and Rents.—At 1st March, 1920,
the average increase In retail prices of the principal
articles of food on the basis of the pre-war dietaly
was 133 per cent, as compared with July, 1914.
Taking into account all the items included In the
statistics (house rent, clothing, fuel and light, &c.,
as well as food) the average increase at 1st March
was about 130 per cent., assuming the same guanti-

ties and so far as possible the same gualities at the
present time as before the war.
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WAGES IN THE ENGINEERING, &c., TRADES:
INDUSTRIAL COURT DECISIONS.

Two I1mportant decisions have just been issued by the
Industrial Court, granting substantial Increases In wageg
to workmen generally In the engineering and foundry
trades and the shipbuilding and ship-repairing trades In
Great Britain. The Increases are granted, not on account
of the increased cost of living, but on the grounds, the

nature of which iIs indicated In an extract from the finding
of the Court, given below.

By an Agreement of February, 1917, between the Engineer-
Ing” Employers’ Federation (NOwW mcorporated In the En-

gineering and National Employers’ Federations) and a
number of Trade Unions connected with the engineering and
foundry trades, 1t was arra,nged that once In every four
months the Committee on Production should consider what
general alteration in wages, If any, might be warranted by
the abnormal conditions existing and due to the war. Since *
that date regular hearings have taken place, and advances
In wages have from time to time been granted by the
Committee on Production, and, subsequently, by the Interim
Court of Arbitration, which replaced it.

A further hearing was held on 26th February, 1920, before
the recently-established Industrial Court, which had been
asked to act as the authority under the Agreement referred
to above; claims for amounts varying from 5s. per week for
youths to 15s. per week for men having been put forward
by the Trade Unions. These claims were based on
the following, among other grounds: the increased cost of
living; the claim of the workpeople to a higher standard
of life; the fact that, apart from advances to meet the In-
creased cost of living, wages had remained unaltered for a
number of year's; and the present prosperity of the industry.
The employers, on the other hand, contended that the last
advance of 5s. per week (awarded by the Interim Court of
Arbitration in November last) was given In respect of an
Increase In prices which was expected to occur during the
winter months, and that 1t had been more than sufficient
to meet the increase which had, In fact, taken place. They
also pointed out that the reduction In hours In Januai®,
1919, represented a substantial gain to the workmen, and
claimed that the shorter week had been accompanied by a
diminution In output.

In their finding, dated 10th March, the Court decide
against any advance on the ground of iIncreased cost of
living, but on other grounds they award advances, amount-
Ing to 6s. a week on the time-rates of men, and 15 per
cent, on piece-rates, to take effect partly In Aprll and partly
in June. The grounds for these advances are shown Iu
the following extracts from the decision:—

*

“ 11. When the last general advance of 5s. a week
was granted by the Interim Court of Arbitration as
from December, 1919, the official figures then pub-
lished showed that the increase which had taken place
In the case of the items of expenditure of a working-
class household amounted to 120 per cent, over the pre- |
war level. Certain increases in prices had taken place
after the figure was published and before the issue of
the award, and further increases were expected. The
amount granted by the Court was given to some extent
In anticipation of the position as regards pricjes which
seemed likely to arise during the win”r. An Increase
In prices has, in fact, occurred, the Index number as
published In the February Issue of the Labour Gazetts |
standing at 130. It is clear, however, that the incre”e
has not been so CJonS|derabIe as to jUStIfy any further
advance on the ground of cost of living alone; and the
Court so decide.

12. During the time when the periodic hearings tooK
place before the Committee on Production, pnc”™ were
almost continuously rising, and the serious incrie 1
In the cost of living was the principal c”sideration |
which the Committee took into account. Though the !
cost of living was thus an overshadowing circumstance
the agreement makes no express reference to It, but
employs a wider phrase, that Is to say “ the abnormal

conditions . due to the whar.”
13. To determine which of the conditions m vliicli

the trade Is now working are abnormal and due to tne
war, necessarily calls for somewhat arbitrary judgment
The Industry must be considered as belonging to, ana
forming part of, the organised activities of the com
munity as a Whole and as affected by the

their direction and scope which have resulted from t
war. Whilst it was properly urged on behalf ot fti
employers that the burden left by the war must inevit

ably to shared to some extent by all

sustained and strenuous

In a strengthened and abnormal demand for their |

“TINDiiring the war ordinary COM:

mercwlzl conditions were JAN t;rm’\lagJ
COSt lIVINg was an important factor m rmin

wages. Now that the markets are again open |t app

period, when
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to the Court tliat an alteration In the cost of livine
does not In itself nec”™arily warrant any correspondine
alteration In wages. The remuneration of the various
classes of workpeople should, In ordinary circumstances
depend on the value of the work done, and the value of
the work done depends on the state of the market and
the demand for the ppducts of the workshop.

15. The present position Iin the engineering industry
IS abnormal, owing to the great demand for engineering
products In the devastated areas of Europe and in the
home and foreign markets generally, due to tho neces-
sary rehabilitation of the iIndustrial world which has
been deprived In large measure of engineering products
during the greater part of the war period.

This position iIs therefore one which the Court feel
should be taken into account under the general wages
agreement among the *“ abnormal conditions
due to the war ” In connection with the claim made
by the unions for an advance on grounds otlier than
the cost of living.

16. In addition, the Court have given consideration
to the wages movements in other iIndustries Iin com-
parison with those which have taken place iIn the
engineering and allied trades, and also to the desir-
abUity of securing and maintaining for a reasonable
period a measure of stability In the engineering

mdust_ry _ _
he Court, after careful consideration, have
come to tho conclusion and so decide that there shall
be a general alteration In wages by an advance In the
time or day rates of six shillings per full ordinary
week, or one penny and one halfpenny per hour,
according to the custom of payment In the various
AS workshops and of 15 per cent, on present list or net
f piecewol”™ prices.
18. The advance in the time or day rates shall apply
to male workers of 21 years of age and over, other
than apprentices, and the advance on piecework prices
shall a'pply to all male pieceworkers irrespective of age.
The advances shall take effect as follows, that Is to
say, 3s. per week or |d. per hour or 7| per cent, as
the case may be, as from the beginning of the pay
period immediately following 31st March, 1920, and 3s.
per week or fd. per hour or 7A per cent, as the case
may he, as from the beginning of the pay period
imgpediately following 31st May, 1920., .
N 20. The, advances granted are to be taken Into
account In the calculation of payment for overtime
and night duty, and for work on Sundays and holidays,
and such allowances as are computed on basis rates,
and will form part of tlie total earnings of time and
pieceworkers upon which the bonuses of 12A per cent,
and 71 per cent, respectively are to be calculated. The
advance to timeworkers Is to be regarded as being In
addition to present time rates and shall be taken into
account for the purpose of fixing new piecework prices
or %alculatgng bon#s earnﬁ'\ngs.”\# ” A

The question of increases for apprentices and junior
workers on time-work was left by the Court for negotia-
tion between the pail*ties. It was decided, however, as
regards labourers on time-work under 21 years of age but
In receipt of the full rate for labourers, that where it was
the pre-war practice to grant to such men the same advances
as to those over 21 years the practice should be continued
for the purpose of the present decision.

The decision applies to workpeople in Great Britain except

to those In whose case It has been the practice to follow
wages movements In trades other than the engineering and
foundry trades. Application has been mad© by the em-
ployees for a separate hearing for Ireland.
A decision granting similar increases has also been
Issued by the Court for the shipbuilding and ship-repairing
teades, the parties being the Shipbuilding Employers®
Federation and the Trade Unions concerned.

OVERSEA SETTLEMENT.

In the Report of the Oversea Settlement Committee for 1919
(Cmd. 573, price 3d. net), It Is stated to be abundantly
clear that the only openings at present available for any

considerable number of settlers from this country in the
self-governing Dominions, and probably in other parts of
the world, are for men who aro prepared to settle upon
the land, and for women who Intend to enter domestic
service. They say it would be idle to ignore the fact that
any considerable influx into the Dominions of industrial
workers from the United Kingdom or any other country
would under present conditions be likely to disorganise tee
local labour markets, and would therefore be vehemently
opposed. There Is, however, from time to time a demand
mr workers In certain industries, both in the self-governing
Dominions and abroad, which cannot he supplied from tee
local labour market, and the Committee are co-oBeratmg
With the Ministry of Labour with a view to obtaining
adequate Information as to openings of this nature outside
jne United K”Ningdom, and circulating the necessary pai-
ticulars amongst the local offices of the Ministry.

The offices of the Committee are now at 59, Victoria

street, London, S.W .I.
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CLERKS AND
STATION MASTERS.

T|ga?dX°the rates o/paf

resisted In agreements between 'the have now
Ral way Clerks' Associatinn » ? Transport, the
Railwaymen. Under National Union of
pay have been adopted In revised scales of

1919. Details of ThT sfale®™?™rgf™In~L/jiIr

Clerical Staff.

years o''age;'"E45™ on~attaLrn”® 1®
the following seSe -1 ® “«e, and come on to
Class. Annual salaries (outside London area), exclusive of

floating bonus.”’

£210 minimum , £220after 2 years; £230 maximum.

£250 9 [ £260
£270 I £285 v £300 :
£320 £335 ﬂ £350

Special. Over £350. I

The above salaries, for both junior and senior classes, are

increased by £10 to all men working at depots and stations
within a radius of 10 miles from Charing Cross.
N In addition to the scales of pay described above, a float-
Ing  war bonus of £90 a year to senior clerks whose
Nlary under the new scale does not exceed £150, and of
£45 a year to juniors, iIs paid, subject to the condition
that the amount by which the salaries of Iindividual men
are increased under the re-grading scheme Is deducted
from the bonus. Thus a man iIn the 5th Class whose
salary Is increased by £90 as a result of the adoption
of the new seal© receives no war bonus, whilst a man who
receives £20 to £25 iIncrease receives £70 war bonus.
Junior clerks on promotion to the 5th Class become
entitled to full war bonus less the amount of salary increase
they receive on promotion. Clerks whose salaries exceed
£150 under the new scale, are entitled to a Ivar bonus of
£60 a year plus 20 per cent, of the new salary, such bonus
being either absorbed or reduced by an amount corres-
ponding to the iIncrease In salary received. It Is provided
that for every advance in salary subsequent to the adoption
of the new scale, 50 per cent, of such advance shall be
deducted from tee remaining bonus.

The * floating' bonus Is to be subject to variation In
accordance with the fluctuations In “cost of living" as
Indicated by the statistics of retail prices and rents pub-
lished In The Labour Gazette. Taking the “ cost of living "
at tee date when the agreement was arrived at as 125
per cent, above normal, a rise or fall of a full five points
IS to carry an increase or decrease of £5 per annum m
the bonus, provided that there shall be no reduction In

the existing bonus before 30tb September 1920
For new entrants after 1st October, 1920, the scales

for lunior or 5th Class clerks are to apply and no war
bonus Is payable except In so far as It becomes due under

the_sliding scale arrangement. -1
Other provisions of the agreement deal vutli hours of

duty, which are not to exceed 48 per week, payment for
overtime and Sunday duty, annual holidays, etc.

Station Masters, Goods Agents, Yard Masters
and Assistants.

The salaries of men In these grades are fixed as follows:-

Anaual salaries

Class.
£150 on appointment; £160 after 2
£220mm\ArnQ m?£|| after2 ~ ?2 A~ £730 mammum.
3 | | I I 17 N0
]l
7 &

vmr bolius ailld alloxvanco for men
r ‘in*™London are'tho same as those for clerks

gards the variation f p™Mtails as to deductions

?0T1'tnt wbLrb ponses are provided, hours of duty, annual
holiilays, etc., have also been agreed upon.

(27618)
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RETAIL PSICES STATISTICS: SCOPE
AND METHOD OF COMPILATION.

In view of tho Intprest attaching to the statistics which
are published each month INn The Labour Gazette

to the iIncrease In retaill prices since July, 1914, the follow-
Ing statement has been prepared explaining the scope ot the
ototohifirB nnd thft methods bv which they are compiled.

GENERAL SIGNIFICANCE OF THE STATISTICS.
As the phrase “ Increase In the cost of hving,”

statrstk AMAAA by the Ministry of Labour are designed
to measure the arrraffc increase in the cost of maintaini
the pre-war standard of living of the working
this IS meant the average standard actually prevailing Ii
working-class families just before the war, Irrespective
whether or not such standard was adequate.

Pre-war family expenditure, of course, varied widely I

different cases according to the total family Income, and
the actual increase in shillings, and pence poi*v~k wdich

would be necessary to maintain this _
w'ould vary In a corresponding manner. For example, It
the cost of every commodity had increased by 125 pel ceillL
since 1914, the money increase necessary to maintain th,
pre-w'ar standard ivould be 25s. per week In the case of a
family whose weekly pre-war expenditure was. 20s.
(making a total of 45s.), winlst It would be 75s In the
case of a family whose pre-war expenditure was 60s. (making
a total of 135s. It Is therefore more generally convenient
to express the increase in the form of a percentage, which
can be applied to different amounts of pre-war expenditure.
Even where the total weekly expenditure was the same m
different families, however, the distribution of this expendi-

ture over different commodities varied considerably
according to the numbers of persons in the family,
their ages, sex and mode of living; and as some

articles have risen less In price than others, even the per-

centage Increase would vary to some extent with different
families. Thus, bread, margarine and tea have risen In
price less than the average, and the percentage Increase iIn

the cost of maintaining a dietary which consisted mainly

of those articles iIs, therefore, less than that of maintaining

a dietary consisting largely of eggs and milk, the prices of
which have risen by much more than the average. It Is

obvious, In these conditions, that no single figure with
regard to the increase In cost of living can apply exactly
to every iIndividual case, and that If the increase iIs to be
expressed In the form of a single percentage the only
practicable method Is to calculate a fair general average,
from which the actual figures for individual families will
diverge, the iIncrease being somewhat lower In some cases
and higher in others than the figure quoted. This is the
method adopted by the Department, but it may be observed
that In actual practice these variations from the average
would not as a rule be very great, assuming that the articles
and the quantities of each article bought at the present
time were exactly the same as were bought before the war.

It may here be remarked that owing to the shortage In.

the supplies of certain articles (e.g., sugar'and butter) it Is
not, In fact, possible to obtain every article in the same
gquantity as before the war. Moreover, certain reductions
m exi™enditure have also become necessary In many o0ases
In which wages lrave not risen as much as prices. The
Department’s statistics of the rise in prices and rents, how-
ever, are not intended to take account of the economies
which have resulted from these conditions.

ITEMS INCLUDED. ,,

The 1tems Included in the statistics fall into five main
groups, viz., food, rent, clothing, fuel and light, and other

items, and 1t will be convenient to consider each of these
groups separately.

|. —FOQOD.
CqUection of Information.—The foodstuffs included In the
statistics are Dbeef, mutton, bacon, fishj flour, bread,

potatoes, tea, sugar, milk, butter, margarine, cheese, and
eggs. These normally account for over tiiree-fourths of the
total family expenditure on food, and the inclusion of a
greater number of articles of relatively minor importance
would not materially affect the average percentage Increase.
The most important omission is that of fruit and vegetables
(other than potatoes), which it Is impracticable to include
In a series of retail prices index numbers, owing to the
wide variations in quality, the * seasonal’* variations in
supplies, and the consequent impossibility of obtaining
continuous and comparable records of prices.

N Information as to the predominant retail prices of the
above articles of food is collected at the beginning of each
month, by the Managers of Employment Exchanges and

+aAs[ a worKing-class trade. Informa-
50 non of I with a population exceeding
HoHTf 540 a representative selec-

MINr towns and villages distributed through-

Departmem”~”*b1'lulh\be?o"" retailers direct from the
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out the United Kingdom.
villages are reported upon. The total number of retailers
applied to i1s about 5500 at present, but this is not a full
Indication of the basis of the returns, as many of these
retailers have a number of shops at which identical prices
are maintained. In some cases also prices are so
regulated by Food Control Order or by arrangement among
traders, that an article i1s sold at a uniform i>rice through-
out a locality, the price being known to everybody.

Compilation of Statistics—The local officers of the
Ministry summarise the information obtained for their dis-
tricts, and forward statements showing, for each article of
food included, the predominant price at the current date
and the amount of the change In such prices since the pre-
vious report. Both these sets of figures are tabulated* In
the Department”™ as a useful check Is provided by comparing
the current prices with those of the previous month as
altered by the changes reported. The reports and tabula-
tion sheets are then scrutinised by an experienced officer of
the Department, and If this scrutiny reveals discrepancies
or apparent Inaccuracies, needing further explanation,
supplementary enquiries are made In order that the figures
may be verified or corrected. The columns of tabulation
are then added, and the average price of each article Is
arrived at, separately for large townst (those with popula-
tions over 50,000) and for smaller places, by taking the
unweighted arithmetical average (i.e., the figures
tabulated for each item are added together and
divided by the total number of entries). A calculation Is
then made of the percentage increase In the price of each
article, as shown by comparing the average price for the
current date with that for July, 1914. The percentage for
the United Kingdom as a whole i1s obtained for each article
by taking the arithmetic mean (Le., the half-way point)

between the percentage for the large towns and that for
the smaller maces.

Having thus arrived at the average percentage increase
In the price of each separate article of food, It IS necessary
to combine these percentages so as to obtain a single figure
representing the general average increase In food prices.
The individual percentages vary considerably, beef prices,
for example, having little more than doubled, while granu-
lated sugar iIs about four times the pre-war price. As very
different proportions of pre-war income were spent on beef
and sugar, 1t would not be correct simply to add together
the percentages shown for these items and divide by the
number of items. It Is necessary to allow for the differ-
ence In the importance of each item In the pre-war budget,

Altogether 600 towns and

and this 1s done by multiplying each percentage by a
number (generally described, for convenience, as a
“ weight ) based on the relative importance of the several

articles and dividing the product by the sum of these
“weights.” The * weights ” used are based on the
average expenditure shown by 1,944 urban working-class
family budgets collected by the Board of Trade in 1904.
The adoption of “ weights” based on the expenditure of
1904 was not invalidated by changes in quantities between
1904 and 1914, because the changes in quantity (which were
generally slight) were largely counterbalanced by changes
In price-level, with the result that the proportions of income
spent on the different commodities could not have
been sensibly altered except as regards margarine,
for which a special allowance was made. The particulars
for the several items are given in the following Table,
In  which the last two columns illustrate the arith-
metical process by which the general average for food Is
computed from the percentage Increases for the several
items. The percentages given are those obtained from the
current returns, relating to 1st March, 1920:

2 3 4 (5)
(1) Avergge ox- Wéigjhts” Perc(e%tage Result of
. penditure' on projiortional Increase multiplying
Article. these articles to such es- up to I"t (3) by (4)
in Budgets penditores. March, 1920. '
of 1904.
5 & 48 114 5,472
Eﬂel?tfton g 24 no 2.610
Bacon.. U 19 156 2.964
Fish % 113 1.017
Flour .. 1 52 1.040
Bread.. % 5 6.3 3,150
Tea 1, 89 1,958
Sugar .. 19 290 5,910
Milk .. 1 25 197 4,925
Butter 2 41 154 6,314
Cheese 6 10 130 1,300 4

Margarine . 10 93 4853:(3
Potatoes 18 162 2,910
Total 7 m 334 41,487

“Weighted ” Average Increase = 44,487-1-334 = 133 per cent.

 All processes of tabulation, and computation are carefuHy checked to
ensure accuracy ; the returns received are subj”-cted to a critical examina-
tion. and supplementary enquiries are made where necessary.

been thought necessary to repeat thisin every = _ _
t Separate returns are obtained for different districts in the Metropoli-

tan Area, and-by this means London is given its appropriate weight in the

HtatibUcs. MM an estimate of 6d. for margarine. The t(™1 expen”ture

shown relates, of course, only to the articles specified. For all items ot
food, the average expenditure in the 1904 budgets was -is. 6d. (As regards

articles omitted, see first paragraph under FOQOD. )
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It will be apparent from this illustration tlv,+ ri
budget figures are used merely to indicate the rpU+,
Importance to he attaclred to the percentage increas”™ |®

If arriving at the “ weighte” or *“ multipliers” S °fn
combining those Increases Into a general percentage Tf
for example, expenditure on every item In the hudnet 'w«v
doubled, and all the resulting “ weights ” were doubled tl oo
resulting calculation, as may be seen by experiment wmilH
give exactly the same percentage iIncrease as before Tbh"
calculation iIs designed to show the average percenta’oe In
crease In the cost of maintaining the pre-war workine-da*; ™
dietary as It was. and 1t'is no part of the purpose of the
statistics to consider whether that dietary was or was not
adequate. It may also be observed that small alterations

In the proportion of income spent on different items would
not appreciably affect the calculations.

|l . —RENT.

The Rent Restriction Acts provide that™ for the same
accommodation, rents of working-class dwellings may not
be raised by more than the equivalent of the Increase In
rates. Information as to th”e Increases In rates and their
effect on rents has been obtained from time to time by corre-
spondence with the town clerks of 100 of the principal
towns. The Information relates to unfurnished dwelling-
houses of the type wusually occupied by working-class
families, and account Is taken of the iIncreased rents due
to Increased rates.

I[1l.—CLOTHING.

Collection of Information—In order to estimate the In-
crease In the prices of clothing, information is obtained as
to the movement of retail prices of men’s suits and over-
coats (ready-made and Dbespoke), woollen and cotton
materials for wonien’s outer garments*, woollen and cotton
underclothing arid hosiery!, and boots. The Information
relates to those descriptions of articles which are most
generally purchased by the working classes, I.e., to rela-
tively low-priced grades.

An enquiry form iIs posted each month to a selection of
representative outfitters, drapers™ and boot retailers
In all the large towms In Great Britain. Before the form
IS despatched to a retailer the prices quoted by him at the
previous enquiry are entered on It, and he 1Is asked to
quote the current price for the same article and quality
as before, or for the most nearly corresponding article or
guality. The descriptions of articles for which quotations
are given vary with different retailers.

Compilation of Statistics.—For other commodities, e.g.,
foodstuffs, the predominant prices are averaged and this
average forms the basis of the final figures. For articles
of clothing, however, the range of prices and qualities Is
80 wide that this method Is unsuitable, and the method
adopted 1s therefore to compute a separate percentage in-
crease for each quotation supplied by each retailer, to
tabulate these percentages, and to combine them Tor each
article by taking the simple arithmetical average of the
percentages. The resulting figures are combined into groups
of similar kinds of articles, by averaging, and these group
mfigures are then 'averaged to give the general figure.

It will be observed that part of the information collected
relates to the prices of materials for clothing, instead of
the articles of clothing'themselves, because for the former
alone could comparative prices be obtained over a period
with a fair measure of accuracy. In times when prices
were moving slowly such figures could be held to represent
fairjy the increase in the prices of the articles of clothing,
but recent increases in the prices of textiles have been so
great that in utilising the prices of materials to obtain an
estimate of the amount of the increase In the price of
clothing, an allow™ance Is made for the fact that the cost of
making up has not advanced similarly. Of course, whel'e
garments are made up at home the increase In the cost of
the material closely represents the increase in the cost of
the garment.

It will he recognised that owing to the wide range of
guotations, both now and before the war, to changes In
gualities and in the stocks held by retailers, and to varia-
tions In the extent to which different articles and qualities
have been affected by price-changes, It Is not possible to
calculate with precision the average percentage change In
prices of clothing, and the percentage indicated by the
method of averaging described above can only be regarded
as an approximation.

IV.—FUEL AND LIGHT.

Collection of Information.—The items Included in this
AeAPAre coal, gas, oill, candles and matches. Statemei”s
are obtained each month from correspondents as to the

1)« N9 of the principal towns, and of gas In
of the principal towns. The figures obtained iIn this
yay are supplemented, from time to time, by information

rom all the large townsw Returns as to the prices of oll,

_ cloth, tweed, ser%e, frieze, eaHlimere, print, zephyr,

sateen drill, galatea. . , .

vests (men's and women’s), woollen pants, mens
cotton socks, women’s woollen and cotton stockings, rlannol,

aannelette, calico, longoloth, shirting.

retailers I'n obtained each mnn+l r

t3 T t ’the " with

article at July 1914 average price of the samo
tamed are combinecrinto a INCreases SO ascer-

Is. 6d. to 2lw ::rou coaT
3d. on oil, candles and matches

V.—OTHER ITEMS.

statii”™f nid:( [-1*ded In the
ironmongery, brushware bmd pottery

newspapers. Of
each r

tobacco and

. . s
Hjné meeq%h of public announcements a\é%'cllabvlvipr;[“rﬁg\f&'
sary these have been supplemented by special enquiries'
The Increases so ascertained for each W haT b”™n

of*th” diff of the relative importance
foim an estimate of the average increase in prices of these

percentage increase for all 1tems. There Is consiSwe

o _ amount of exRenditure and In
the distribution of the amount among the several items,
but the Iniportance of these items Is small relatively to the
total family expenditure, so that the precise amount of

Increase Is not a matter of substantial importance In its
Influence on the general result.

COMBINATION OF ALL ITEMS INCLUDED.

In order to arrive at a single figure representing the
Increase since Julj, 1914, in the prices of all the items
taken togethel' the average percentage Increases under
each of the main groups of expenditure referred to above
are combined In accordance with their estimated relative
Importance In average pre-war working-class expenditure,
the weights ” used being as follows: food™ 71; rent (in-
cluding rates), 2; clothing, 17, fuel and light, 1; other
items included, L In other words, the percentage increase
ascertained for food is multiplied by 71, that for rent by 2,
and so on with the other groups; the results are added
together, and the total is divided by 121 (tn© sum of the
multipliers or “ weights 7). The effect Is to obtain the
average percentage increase In the cost of maintaining the
pre-war standard of living.

With regard to the basis of these weights, the budgets
collected In 1904, to which reference has already been made,
showed that, on the average, 22s. 6d. out of a family income
of 36s. 10d. per week was spent on food, or about three-
fifths of the total. Between 1904 and 1914 there were
almost equal Increases, on the average, In prices and wages,
and 1t Is, therefore, unlikely that this proportion would
have altered appreciably during that period; the total
“weight ” allotted to food is, therefore, three-fifths of the
total_of 127 i.e., 7L _ | mX

Information as to rents, which was obtame!i In the course
of the Enquiry into Cost of Living In 1912, showed that the
average working-class rent in the industrial towns was about
bs. 6d. to 6s. per week.! In 1914 it was a little higher—
probably about 6s. per week. That Is to say, the propor-

tion of the total family income which was expended on rent
amounted to between one-sixth and one-seventh «od the

weight ” taken for rent is accordingly 2, out ot the total

As “regards clothing, there are wide variations In the

diture on clothing before the war waﬁ less than that on
cutuie on rmieh less In the absence of exact

rent, .n "Nany U out of the total of 121) Is taken
fofc'lotWnl on the basis™of pre-war expenditure by working-

Toil fue and light also there are no extensive statistical
data as to expenditure before the war. but such information

Iffs av”™lable indicates that the ave’-ae® expenditure was

'T ftut of a totol of The weight of J for the other

TAalndi™“ted by prices of saucepans, kettles, frypans. bowls, pailp.
scrubbing kR bBanister brushes, brooms, cups and saucers, plates,

pasins™ dishes jugand™MA the rents paid considerably
higherVan this average whilst in others they were appreciably lower.

(27G18) B
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items 1lichided was taken as fairly representing average
expenditure on these particular items.

ITEMS NOT INCLUDED IN THE STATISTICS.

The list of 1tems Included In the statistics ‘s considered,
sufficiently extensive and representative P N~ e a”ulld

basis fol- estimating the average increase *“ “ lags
may ~ie tLervld that they forin In the a™ ate
weekly expenditure, and that some have

be appreciably affected by the iInclusion of a

list! 1MwUI be evident that If a particular inttm o ex-
nenditure had risen by about the same amount (loO per
Lnt as the items Iimluded In the statistics, Its omission

or inclusion would have no effect on the general percentage,
and that the omission of certain small items of expenditure

as to which reliable statistics are not ""“he

price of these omitted items (taken together) were either
very much below or very much above the general average.

JOINT [INDUSTRIAL COUNCILS.

The following Joint Industrial Councils have held their
flist meeting this year :-M inistiT of Munitions (Industrial

. . /\! £ N\
Esc}lanblms rpaet?&se), ‘Fgglg)rﬁyc%ﬁy anlé3 ﬂalerical Stafts >zlléee rH%W
25th) Constitutions have been drafted, and inauguial

meetings of Joint Industrial Councils arranged, for the
following additional industries: Glass, Industry (“laich
11th): Entertadnments (March 18th); Air Ministry (Indus-

el Establishments) (March 23rd); Surgical Instruments

- o -+
(ARFrlllor%gtmie more important topics with WhiCIﬁ }oint
Indu”rial Councils have dealt recently are the reorganisa-
tion of iIndustry, education, unemployed Insurance ano
workmen’s compensation. No-tes on these matters, anc
a statement of the principal wages agreements negotiatec
this year on Joint Industrial Councils are given below: —

Beorganisation of Industry.

Building Trades Industrial Council.—The Scientific
Management and Costs Committee of the Building Trades
Industrial Council has decided that its revised report shall
be presented In two sections, viz., a code of regulations for
the whole Industry recommended for inclusion iIn the
working rule agreements between employers’ associations
and Trade Unions; and a complete scheme of democratic
control for voluntary adoption. It Is understood, that
the report will include proposals for the decasualisation of
labour, standard rates of pay, the systematic remuneration
of management, and other matters..

The Resettlement Committee of this Council has approved
for presentation to the Council a’report dealing with the
labour supply for housing schemes.  The report comprises
a critical survey of the present supply of labour available,
examines the statistics relative to the amount of labour
required, and makes recommendations as to the means by
which an adequate supply of labour may be maintained.

Civil Service: Administrative and Legal Departments.—
The I'eport of the Special Committee appointed to deal
with the reorganisation of the Civil Service was presented
to the Council at the meeting held on the 20th February,
and Is now on sale as a Stationery Office publication, price
3d. It will be discussed, and the report of the sub-

committee on the position of temporary staffs presented,
at the meeting on March 19th.

Education.

A comprehensive report on education and technical
training for the iIndustry has been prepared by a Com-
mittee of the Building Trades Industrial Council. Education
Committees have recently been set up by the Industrial
Councils for Heating and Domestic Engineering, and the
Silk Industry. The subject has also been discussed In
r®|Mion to the continued education clauses of the Fisher
Act by the Industrial Council for Needles, Fishhooks -and
Fishing Tackle.

Unemployment Insurance.

The proposals of the Unemployment Insurance Bill have
been explained by Officers of the Ministry of Labour at
several Council meetings, and 10 Joint Industrial Councils
Jiave recently had the matter under consideration. In
certain cas”™ the possibility of contraoting-out or of supple-
mentary schemes Is being explored by Committees.

Workmen”*s Compensation.

Home Office Committee this matter
brought before Joint Industrial Councils the more

Industrial Councils for

theTues?rifci°-fA " expedient to deal with

Vages Agreements.
have conc?uded™un™agidement stapilising wages' m tRE"fi-

GAZET'E. March, ly20,
dustry for the remainder of the year; the agreement gives
the tolipwing advances: —

Additional
As from 1st. as from 1st.
Feb., 1920. July, 1920.
B d. S. d.
To male workers over 21,
skilled and unskilled ... 4 6 4 6
To all female workers over
18 3 6 3 6
To all juveniles ............... 16 16

The full award of 9s. will bring the wages of unskilled male
workers dn this industry up to a’minimum of £3 3s., and
skilled workel's to a minimum of £4 a week.

Cable Making Industry.—As a result of claims submitted
by certain Trade Unions on behalf of the women workers the
Negotiating Committee of the Council has now defined three
grades of occupation, the wages for which have been fixed
as follows: Grade A, 41s. per week; Grade B, 43s. per
week; Grade C, 45s. per week. Women still engag”™ on
occupations coming within the Schedule for men to receive
45s. per week.

Carpet Industry.—An agreement reached at a Council
meeting on 16th January gives an advance of~15 per cent,
on basic rates to pieceworkers and timeworkers from 10th
January until the end of September. The Executive Com-
mittee of the Council is also to act as a Standing Wage
Committee to go into the question of arranging a sliding
scale by which wages shall be adjusted on the basis of a
rise or fall of 10 per cent, In the Labour Gazette figures for
the cost of living for the preceding month.

Flour Milling.—At a Council meeting held on 27th Feb-
ruary the Chairman announced that the Executive Com-
mittee after prolonged negotiations had agreed the following
advances with the Trade Unions to meet the demand for
a further advance In wages:—

Class A mills, 5s. per week. Retrospective pay, 45s.

9 B , 3s.6d , ' ,» 31s. 6d.
99 G 79 28 1) 79 1 188
The classification referred to iIs that fixed by the Joint

Industrial Council on the joint basis of locality and roller
capacity.

Faint, Colour and Varnish—An iImportant fiat rate
agreement for consolidated minimum wages rates In the
United Kingdom was adopted at a special meeting of the
Council on 4th February. The minimum rates are based
on a 47-hour week except In those cases where a shorter
working week 1Is already In operation, and he agreement
Includes a clause “ that the trade union leaders agree to
encourage the workers to provide greater output.” The
rates are as follows :— »

(a) For men of 21 and over, 63s. per week (or its equiv”?
lent per hour).

(b) F-or youths aged 14
99 99 99 15

99 99 99
99 99 99
9

16s.-18s.
20s .-22s.
25S.-2175.
81s.—33s.
0 38s.-40s.
y 99 99 455.—47s.
9 99 09 ... 9D28.-5065S.
The first-named figure represents the minimum
rate, the second figure represents the amount of

99 99

9

Increase an employer may pay to “ecially
gualified youths In order to encourage efficiency.
14 ... 14s
99 99 99 99 15 17s.
99 99 99 99 16 24s.
99 99 99 99 17 30s.
99 99 99 99 18 343 6d
99 99 9J 99 99 19 35s. 6d
99 99 99 99 20 37s.
9) 99 99 99 21 ... 38s

This arrangement Is not to affect the payment of the
advances of 3s. 6d. and Is. 9d. to women and girls previously
agreed upon, provided that the total wage does not exceed
38s. per week.

The agreement also provides, with certain safeguards,
for one week’s holiday with pay per year and for payment
for the six statutory holidays. The agreement is not to be
suffiect to review before 1st July, 1920.

Tramways.—Arising from an application for an increase
In wagea submitted by the National Transport Workers
Federation at a Council meeting held on 26th February,
the Council has decided to alopoint a sub-committee to con-
sider the rise In the cost of living, the bonuses which other
classes of workers of a similar character have received since
1914 and the general financial position of tramway under-
takings. The sub-committee has made arrangements to
procure the necessary information.

Waterworks Undertakings.—The Council resolved at a
meetiiiff on 20th February that time-and-a-quarter rates
be paid to all men continually engaged on night work.
Welsh Plate and Sheet—At a Council meeting held on
19th January an agreement was reached by which the base
rates of wages.are advanced 40 per cent, up to 3rd April
next when the position will be again reviewed.

ITire Manufacture—The Executive Committee meeting
on March 3rd agreed to recommend to the Council the
application of tlie York engineering trade agreement of
12th December, 1919, to the wire industry. This would
mean a bonus of 3s. 6d. per week to ancillary women workers.
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EMPLOYMENT OF EX-SERVICE MEN.

Ex-Skrvico men who are unemployed are entitled to out
of-work donation for a specified period during the fir t
twelve mouths subsequent to demobilisation, while for thnr
“ho have exhausted their rights to benefit under +Dbi!
scheme an extension for a further nine weeks at a rediicA.l
rate of payment has been granted up to 31st March 1020
In the following table the claims to benefit at 27H.

February, 1920, are analysed according to industrias iIn
whifli the applicants have been classified: —

Number olaiming out-of-work
donation at J?7th February, 1920,

labour

gazette

Division.

Number on Live
Register at 27th
February, 1920.

Industries.
Under SU ”d?rl
T pecila
CS)EIhgeIR%I_ Extension  Total.
Scheme.
Insured Inductries,
Building and Construction of Works 11,724 1,032 13.658
Shipbuilding......cccooeeee. +» 4,848 o 857 5705
Engineering and Ironfounding - 37,137 4,357 41494
Construction of Vehicles -. ‘o 2,411 212 2623
Sawmilling, Packing Case Making, etc 1,667 141 1,708
AmMmunition......evvvnnee. 61 12 73
Chemicals, etc. > 484 39 523
Iron and Steel production 1,013 105 1118
Metal M anufacture., 2,730 225 2056
Brick, Tile, etc. oo 268 17 985
Other Insured Industries.. 1,078 85 1.163
Total, Insured Industries .« » 63321 7,982 71.303
. UNINSURED INDUSTRIES.

Agriculture. ..., 12,322 839 13.161
Conveyance of Men, Goods, etc. 49,896 7,761 57’657
Mines and QUArTieS...ccooeveevven, 2,103 628 2631
TeXTIlES i, 6,371 6"5 6,996
commercial.....ccooooiiiiiiiiiiii, 17,435 1,670 19.105
Food. Drink, and Tobacco 5,760 392 6,’152
D resSS e, : 6.824 564 7.388
Domestic Service, etC......ovvvvvnrrenene. 12.137 1,217 13:354
General LabourerS. ... 55,155 8,746 63,901
Other Uninsured Industries 25,637 . 1,854 27.491
Total, Uninsured Industries 193,640 24,196 217.HH
Grand Total 256.961 32,178 289,139

Compared with the total at 30th January, the number

63,716
25,419

21,028
11,827
14,684
29,189
8,357
21,296
3,050
21,142

\/\bll

Northern
Scotland
Wales

Ireland

Total 219,708

»as LOO0SI"Tf wrivk " 11jP28 " Were in emYinpprincreom pleted
dfipbuifding™®" printing and allied trades, and I1"O? In

Particular attention is being paid by the EmDIloymont

~ settlement of disabled ex-Service men.
Britain during the period of four weeks ended

+i7’ ~disabled ex-Service men were

olac”™ by the Exc”™nges In their first employment after

discharge from the Forces, while m 292 cases the men have
peen placed a second or subsequent time.

The disabilities from which these men are suffering are

carefully classified, and an analysis by disability of the Live

Kegister of Exchanges in Great Britain at 6th February

claiming donation at 27th February shows a total decrease
of 83,034. Of this decrease, 72,890 was accounted for under
the original scheme, and 10,144 was accounted for under the
special extension scheme. The decline In the numbers of
ex-Service men on donation set Iin after the 16th January,
and Is mainly the result of the settlement of the prolonged
moulders* dispute. It has, however, been accelerated since
the 27th January by the exhaustion of claims to the special
nine weeks’ extensio'n in the case of a considerable number
of ex-service men. The Industries showing the largest
decreases since 30th January were Engineering and
Ironfounding, Transport, Building and Construction of
Works and Gerieral Labourers, these four groups account-
Ing for nearly two-thirds of the total decline.

Since the Armistice 4,219,833 men have been discharged
or demobilised from the Forces, and the total number of

a]ppli_cants at 27th February represents only 6’9 per cent,
of this total.

_In the following table the numbers claiming donation at
27th February are analysed geographically :

1920, IS given In the following table: —

Division.
Arm 4 Le
and Lung. Heart. an Other.
Hand. % Foot. Q/
Sh
London and S.E... 1,362 573 691 387 1,957 632 2,295
South Western .. 371 111 125 136 493 104 478
S. Mids. andE. .. 666 310 344 238 836 191 078
West Midlands .. 440 168 188 127 524 9% 556
Yorksand E. Mids. 693 270 248 208 721 147 1,000
Northwestern .. 1,023 513 389 271 1,338 239 1,309
Northern .. 237 43 55 32 256 40 281
Scotland .« « 905 354 362 417 1.011 218 1,676
Wales 170 76 79 50 212 64 378
Total .. 5,767 2417 2.479 1,866 7,397 1,731 8,950

Nature of Disability,

%

Number claiming Out-of-work
Donation at 27th February, 1920.

Of the above 30,607 disabled men on the Live Register,
nearly one-fourth were leg and foot cases, while nearly one-

fifth were arm and hand cases. The Live Register of
disabled men shows a decrease of 4,217 compared with a

month earlier, although 9,066 fresh applicants were
re?istered during the month. _
n order to assist the disabled men who are still un-

employed a special appeal was issued in September by the
King to employers of labour, asking for the employment ot
disabled men on a percentage basis. At 27th February,

Divisions.
Under
Under special T ¢
original  Eytension otal.
Scheme. Scheme
London and South Eastern 77.614 8,170 85.784
Southwestern .............. 32 777 3.361 36,138
~uth Midlands and Eastern 25,260 2 443 27,703
West M idlands.............. 14,986 1,486 16,472
Yorkshire and East Midlands 17,073 2,300 19,373
North Western ... 30.419 4,944 35,363
Northern.............. 0,092 1.736 10,828
Scotland ... 24.062 2 903 26,965
Wales .. 5,134 736 5,870
Ireland 20,544 4,099 24,643
Total 56961 32,178 289,139

largest number of policies lodged was in the London
South-Eastern Division, which accounted for, nearly
one-third of the total. The South-Western and the North-

western Divisions each accounted for about one-eighth 01
the total.
regards the resettlement of ex-Service men, the
records of the Employment Exchanges show that in Great
litain 20,33 non-disabled ex-Service men v'ere found em-
Pioyrnout by the I'ixehanges during the four weeks ended
“til February, 1920. Figures for non-disabled and disabled

IDYQ 13,172 undertakings to employ the su

centage of disabled men had been accepted 1e |
Employment Committees, and a further 428 applications

were awaiting consideration and acceptance.

COAL OUTPUT.

Pbovisionab figures of the weekly tonnage output of coal
during the four weeto ended 28th February are given below.

%gested per-

y the local

Week Week Week Week
Distri ended ended ended ended
Istrict. 7th Fob. 14th Feb 21st Feb. 38th Feb.
210178 228192 231.742
Northumberland %ﬂ?éj?i 684556 618,024 6/6.204
Durham e, 772389 787,605 787.726 778916
- 460682 457,985 463.394 458,512
Lanc?Che8. and N." Wales 594.408 601342 696,010 699,848
Derby". Notts, and ’
Staffs., Shropshire, Wan\KX 361601 861066 357,335 360,098
Worcester 1006739 1.004.949 1008428 063,900
South Walf_s and Uoo. .. 101591 96306 97,822 97,146
o ther English Districts .. 579823 683334 678915 670,466
Scotland !
. .. *1816167 1897.311 1855845 4835028
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PAUPERISM DURING THE WAR.

A House of Commons Return* _recentIP/ a survey
of the movement of pauperism in England and Males durmg
the war. The following passages and statistics are extracted

MM le'immedrate'result of the outbreak of war was wide-
spread dislocation of industry with N

a very short time, however, Iindustry
war conditions ani the number In receipt of reUef fell,

until on 1st January, 1915, the total number was only oOO

In excess of the corresponding number on the preceding

from the usual seasonal Increases the fall was con-

tinued throughout the war period, “he figures for 1st

January, 1914, and for corresponding dates m the mid-

winter of each subsequent year are .—

Persons receiving Relief.

Per 1,000 of

Total. Estimated Civilian

Population. Population.
1st January, 1914. 761 600 Not stated In Return.
let January, 1915.. 762,000 20"6 194
1st January, 1916.. 685.000 18*4 185
30th | ecember. 1916 637,000 17°0 172
29th December, 1917 587,000 15°6 166
28th December, 1918 555,000 14*3

Many factors contributed to this decrease. Among pro-
bable causes may be mentioned enlistment, the unsatisfied
demand for male labour of even the lowest grade, the
accompanying high wages, and the unpreceden”™d extent
of the paid employment of women; the steady Income
derived from separation allowances, pensions, &c., by poor
people whose Income had previously been uncertain; and
the existence of forms of assistance outside the poor-law.

The rates per cent, at which the various classes of persona
In receipt of relief decreased are shown in the following
Table:—

Decrease per cent.
28th December,
1918, as compared
with 1st Jan., 1915.

Lunatics In asylums, registered
hospitals and licensed houses ... 19
Casuals 80
Persons receiving outdoor mediqgal
relief only ... 31
Other persons relieved—
IN INSTITUTIONS.....coeeveeerririiiieen, 29
Outdoor 27

The number of casuals was falling rapidly before the war,
but the rate of decrease was (greatlyt accelerated by war
conditions. Regarding the country as a whole, the number
of casuals In December, 1918, was but one-fifth of the
number there had been Iin January, 1915.

The total number of persons In receipt of relief (other
than those In lunatic asylums, casuals, and persons In
receipt of'medical relief only) fell from 633,600 on 1st
January, 1915, to 456,600 on 28th December, 1918, a
decrease of 177,000, or 28 per cent. An analysis of this
total gives the following results :—

Number on Decrease per

Decrease Cglr:jtd ien)zg-
per cent.
1st Jan., 1915. 28th Dec, 1918 Persens over
Men .. 162,800 92,500 43 A7
Women 234,200 179.500 23 24
Children 238,600 184.600 22 22

Thus, while the number of adult men under 70 years of
age In receipt of relief was reduced by nearly one-half, the
number of children, women and the aged was reduced by
less than one In four.

SPANISH LABOUR DEPARTMENT
REORGANISED.

In the November Labour Gazette an account was given
of the organisation and functions of the Institute of Social
Reforms (the official Labour Department of Spain) In
connection with certain changes introduced by a Royal
Decree of 14th October, 1919. According to La Puhlicidacl of
/th December last, a subsequent amendment has since been
made consisting of-the addition of four further repr”enta-
tives of the Government in the General Meeting, making a
total of sixteen Government representatives out of sixty-
lour members. The Institute Is also empowered In special
cases to memde temporarily in the General Meeting persons

specially qualified to deal with Important subjects, these
persons not to have the right to vote.

Ol lom TrTce2®nneir (England und Wales),” No. ,S0
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THE EIGHT-HOUR DAY ABROAD.

HOLLAND.

New Act relating to Hours of Esiployment (Eight-Hour
Day) and Protection of Women and Young Persons.

This Act, which was passed on 1st November, 1919, but has
not yet come into operation, applies to all work done in and
about (1) factories and workshops,

culture, forestry, underground and surface work in mines,
and domestic service.

The provisions of the Act fall under two main heads:
(a) Limitation of hours, and (ft) protection of employed
women and young persons.

@ Limitation”™ of hours.—In™ factories and workshops

KEFles and offices the normal hours are not to exceed
eight per day, or 45 per week, for all workers. In shops,
oharmacies and hospitals, and for work done outside fac-
tories and workshops, offices, pharmacies, coffee-housefl,
notels and hospitals the hours are normally not to exceed
10 per day and 55 per week. Wide exemptions are to be
allowed under specified conditions. In bakeries, Sunday
work and all work between 8 p/m. and 6 a.m., subject to
various exceptions, are prohibited for all workers. As a
general rule, work iIs not to be done after 1 p.m. on
Saturdays.

(ft) Protection of women and young persons.—Any work
by children under 14 years of age or by those to whom the
Education Act is applicable Is prohibited. Young persons
(1.e., persons between 14 and 18) are not to work' on
Sundays, except outside factories and workshops, shops,
offices, etc. Young persons may not work outside factories,
workshops, shops, etc., between 7 p.m. and 6 a.m.; In shops
and In cofee-houses and hotels between 8 p.m. and 8 a.m;
In offices between 6 p.m. and 8 a.m. In factories workers
over 15 may do certain defined work or 'work under certain
defined conditions between tbe hours of 6 p.m. and 10 p.m.
and between 5 a.m. and 7 a.m. It iIs implied, therefore,
that the hours during which young persons may not nor-
mally work In factories are 6 p.m. to 7 am. By Royal
Decree certain kinds of work or work under certain condi-
tions to he defined by such Decree may not be done by young
persons or women on the gi'ound of its danger to health,
morality or life. Women may not work for at least two
weeks before and six weeks after confinement.

AUSTRIA.

The length of the working day in Austrian industries was
restricted to eight hours as a general rule by an Act
passed on 19th December, 1918. This measure, however,
was temporary ollly aud has now been repealed and
replaced by the Act of 17th December, 1919. The following
summary of the principal provisions of the new Act Is
based on the text as given in Amtliche Nachrichten des

Oesterreichischen Staatsamtes fur Soziale Fiirsorge for
15th January, 1920.

The hours of labour of manual and non-manual workers
In undertakings subject to the provisions of the Industrial
Code must not exceed eight in any 24, apart from intervals
for rest, etc. Women and girls of any age and lads under
18 years are not allowed to work more than 44 hours in the
week, nor after noon on Saturdays. These maxima must also
be observed In the case of persons employed In shops and
offices and In State and municipal undertakings not carried
on for profit, in State monopoly establishments, In theatres
and exhibitions, and In places where periodicals are printed
or sold. This limit may be extended to meet the case of
unforeseen emergencies which do not occur periodically,
but such extensions must be reported to the political
authorities of first Instance. Where there Is a shortage
of labour the authorities may grant permits to individual
employers for extension of the working hours up to ten
per diem, but such occasions must not exceed 30 in number
In the year, except in seasonal trades where the maximum
IS 60. Where the working hours are laid down In a col-
lective agreement the eight-hour rule does not appljj
provided the total weekly hours specified do not exceed
48; the daily hours agreed upon will then become the
legal maximum.

Provision Is made In the Act for ascertaining the views
of employers and workpeople In regard to exemptions from
tlie law. An advisory council composed of equal numbers
of representatives of employers and workpeople i1s to be
formed for certain groups of trades, and the State Depart-
ment for Social Welfare will consult these bodies before
granting exemptions.

Any work performed in excess of the recognised normal
hours Is to be paid for at a higher rate, which must be at
least 50 per cent, In advance of the wage for ordinary
hours. 'For piece-workers the rate iIs the average sum per
hour worked. The hourly rate Is also to be computed for
non-manual workers paid by the month, with proportionate
Increases where additional allowances are made at periods

other than monthly. _ _ _
For workers employed In railway and steamship under-

takings and In the postal, telegraph and telephone services
the limit of hours is fixed at‘48 per week.
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totne previous quarter, . p. ouf ol the LAnoim Gazfttk
for December, 1919.)

The number of persons included In the latest rpto,r,«
Is approximately 100,600, and the chief Industries covered
are metal and' engineering, building:;’ food" preinimatior
potteKX and cement, textile, paper and printing, clothing
wocd-Morkmg, and cliemical.

The general result of the computation shows that the
average hourly earnings in the industries had risen bv 31
ar cent, since the preceding quarter (April to June I1QIQI

d by 238 per cent, since 1914. The percenta.ae

MEMBERSHIP OF BELGIAN TRADE UNIONS
1919.

The i1ssue of the Bevue du Travall for 15th December
guotes, on the authority of a Belgian Trade Union organ,
certain statistics shou'ing the approximate membership of
organisations affiliated to the Central Federation of Trade
Unions (Commission Syndicale du Parfi Ouvrier et des
Syndicats Ouvriers) In September or October, 1919, as
compared Muth the corresponding figures for 1913.f The
aggregate shows an advance from 126,714, to 613,500—
an Increase of about 380 per cent. The groups of trades
most strongly represented at the later date are as follows: —

Membership.

MIners e,

Metal workers

Railu’ay workers ...

Building trades ...............

Textile operatives ...,

Factory workers (trades not specified
Transport W'orkers ...............

Stone workers

Diamond cutters  .............
Employees of public authorities
Tobacco M orkers

Clerks and other non-manual workers
Food preparation workers

RETAIL PRICES:

m'UNITED KINGDOM: PRICES AT 1st JIARCH.
Summary: Average Increases since July, 1914,

Principal articles of Food ..., 13391
All ltems included (Food, Rent, Clothing,
Fuel, Light, etc.) ... 130%
Food.

Owing mainly to the fall in the price of eggs, there was
N iINJ*ther slight decline in the general level of retail prices
of food as compared with a month earlier. The average
price of fresh eggs was approximately 4d. each at 1st March,
the corresponding figure for February being 5Ad. Prices

Diilk also showed a further slight drop, and there was
u decline In the prices of fish averaging between 5 and 10
per cent.

On the other hand the i>rice of Government butter was
advanced frem 2s. 8d. per Ib. to 3s. per Ib. from 23rd
1+ while margarine sho(wed an -average rise at
1J. March, as compared with 2nd February, of Ad. per Ib.
'Mtn potatoes there was an advance of about Id. ner 7 lbs.
plriceremaining articles showed no appreciable change In

In the following Table Is given a compari.son of average

of the articles of food included In the statistics In
m the beginning of November, 1918 (just before
wie Armistice), and on 1st March, 1920. In making coni-
P xisons between prices at different times of the year it

furfhiS? appearing at p. 1241t will bo seen tbat there has been a
of living in Denmark, the figure for January, 19-fl.

atl Mi6 tOuLl nnvnV.A* feadé unilonists in Belgium in 13 wA & eatimeqisd

the r*"Boull gazette.

lations In tho

Average Inc. (+)

_ or Decrease (—
Article. at 1st Mar., 1920.

as compared with

Nlos\} Mlst July 1st
" al.. y
1018. 1920. 1911, 1\;1%\/. :
Beef, British— 8. a. 8. d. |
Ribs dd g4 d.
> Flank . +
or Frozen— + 8 ]:8L4 " ,«Of
Thin Flank Ji
Mqun British-" 8 4} i 8584 _
ces 0 10i )
., Breast oo
Mutton, Frozen— 0 o4 I 819| :
Legs 0 6 t 8i
Breast ! 4 + 0% _ 5
(streaky)* . 8|U + 04 __ §
Bread " ok 71b 0 104 j: % g} + 14
TeT . 0 5i L0 3 +.O4
Sugar (granulated) + 1 4A + 2
Buttei” PAjuart 0 A4 i 866] H %
Fresh .,
Salt 1 2 % gt} 3 0t +1 A + 6
Ub)* (Canadian 30t +110 + 6
Margarine .. 0114 4
.. each + 0 & ol
Potatoes .. per7fb. + 02 . 4
+ 08 + 6

1 9 2 0 November, 1918, and 2nd February,

Average Percentage Increase at Corr nd-
1st March, 1920. as compared ing flgure

with July, 1914. for United
| Kingdom
Article Large C%

Towns Small :
(Popula- Towns and  United

tions over villages, Kingdom.  1st  2ng
50,000). Nov., Feb.,

1918. 1920,
. Per cent. Per cent, Per

Beef. %I’ItlSh— 1 | Per cent. cent.

Ribs X 107 114 110 103

Thin Flank .. 133 -
Beef, Chilled or Frozen- b, 1B 126

5% B BB

107 ' 1

Mutton, B ritish- ° w 8

Legs 104 104 1 104 102 104

Breast .. 118 99 108 106 108
Mutton, Frozen-

Legs ‘o 141 125 1133 206 13

Breast .. 99 1 95 217 %
Bacon (streaky)> .. 161 1 100 156 142 158
Fish i, 118 ' 109 i 113 167 130
FloUT oo, 50 55 62 53 52
Bread ., .o 66 60 63 I 55 62
T €8 oo, 90 87 89 73 87
Sugar (granulated) 3-2 279 290 1 241 290
M K e . 192 202 197 141 AP
Butter- 1

Fresh .. . 145 153 149 107 123

Salt 156 156 156 113 129
CheesetCanadian orU.S 131 , 128 130 130 130
Margarine .. 97 ' 89 93 97 85
E fresh 213 215 229 412 329

ggs (fresh)..

Potatoes .o 183 e 136 A 162 59 142

The average increase In prices, based on the cost of
maintaining the pre-war dietary as regards the above
articles, was 133 per cent., but the average Increase In
expenditure on such articles was estimated to be less, viz.,
107 per cent., the difference between the two percentages
arising from changes In dietary, 'as indicated by figures

supplied by the Ministry of Food,

In the following Table these percentages are given In
comparison with the correspondiilg figures for a month,

earlier and for 1st November, 1918:;: —

Average Percentage IncreaBe
as compared with July, 1914.

Largo Small Towns United
'I'lqvms, and Vfllacro®. Kin rlora

(1) Level of retail t>nceH oi foregoing

. . 137 129 133
mTng pri'* war''""quanthiee at’ both
Corr~T~din,Souris for Znd 1o Eg >
it U
77 773 m M m

«rc°h

. m
Coftédpdlititifitéior 2ndm..iIgo 38 1
(t It

It

"TTTThiTki”s seldom dealt with in a locality the Returns quote prices

for another kind locally representative.
+ Government butter, except in Ireland.
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Rent, Clothing, Fuel and Light.

r'riTvtestiuira$S rS ”

derignerto relate to thesame

_ _ "It rt,nwe
gualities, so far as possible.

wing,

qgualitiea have been affected by.

of clotiinr From

iInformation as to the movements of

LsiOTy, textile materials, and boots, received from retallOTS
(“ome”with large numbers of branch estabhshments) located

level of pricM of clothing, quality for quality, taking goods
of the kind purchased by the working classy, now averages

In the fuel and light group, the average 7 %®"se m the

at 1st March.

For gas the iIncrease y s

readings. The prices of lamp oil and candles (cheap kinds)
have approximately trebled, while matches show a still

greater increase. These three items have, however, rela-
tively small influence on the average movement m the fuel
and light group, In which, taken as a whole, the average
Increase Is estimated at between 80 and 85 per cent.

All | tems.

In order to arrive at a single figure representing the
Increase since July, 1914, for all the items taken together,
the average increases are combined Iin accordance with their
relative importance, the weights used being as follows: —
food 7L rent (including rates) 2, clothing IL fuel and
light 1, allowance (corresponding to a“weight of ) also
being made for the iIncrease In the prices of soap, soda,
domestic Ironmongery, brushware, and pottery, tobacco,
fares and newspapers. The effect of using these weights Is
to obtain the average percentage increase In the cost of
maintaining the pre-war standard of living. This percentage

for 1st March, 1920, is approximately 130 per cent, a

figure which thus represents the average increase since
July, 1914, In the prices (including rents) of all the items
Included In the statistics, taking the same quantities and,
as far as possible, the same qualities of the various items
Il 1920 as in 1914. This increase of 130 per cent, at 1st
March i1s about the same as at 2nd February. |If the amount
of Increased taxation or. commodities IS deducted, the
averagfe Increase on the prices of July, 1914, is about 6 per
cent. less.

It Is not possible to supplement this comparison of the level
of prices generally by a comparison of expenditure similar
to that given above with regard to food, but combination
of the average increase In expenditure on the specified
articles of food with the average increase In retail prices
of other items (including rents) yields a resultant increase
of about 116 per cent.

[N ote—On pages 118 to 120 of this issue a full account is
given of the sources from which the information con-

tained In the foregoing article Is obtained and of the
methods employed In compiling the statistics.~\

NORWAY .*

The Index number representing the total expenditure of
a Norwegian family upon food, fuel, lighting, clothing,
rent, taxation, etc., at the prices prevailing in December,
1919, shows an increase of 0*4 per cent., as compared with
the preceding month, and of 201 per cent, as compared
with July, 1914. For food alone the increase in cost since
July, 1914, was 199 per cent., for fuel and lighting 288
per cent., for clothing 344 per cent., while for rent the
Increase was only 29 per cent.

The figures are based on the cost of maintaining the
standard of living of an average urban family which had
(in 1914) an income of about £83 per annum, and are

computed on the assumption that no change has taken
place In such standard.

DENMARK.]

The half-yearly computation of the Danish Statistical
Department as to the effect of the rise In prices upon the

cost ot maintaining a family in Copenhagen has now been
down to Jaiulary, 1920. The figures for July, 1919,
At

in The Labour Gazette for August last.
prevailing in 1914 the total annual sum

oncf ? 5 MANAJINK'riass family of five persons to meet
clothing, rent, fuel, lighting, taxation,

| 909rw as

&C

carViidtu t | u |

- y,
frocfnle MeddeWsar, No. 2
t SMIsmc EfUrrcMmjer® N0, 2.13th February, 1820,

1919; and £268 In January,

labour

first half of 1914.

Bureau of Social Statistics, Stoc

gazette. Marcli, 1920.

1920. It is stated that during the war the consumption
of necessaries has changed at various periods, partly
owing to the rise In prices and partly as the result of
rationing. Due account has been taken of these varia-
tions In earlier computations, but In the later they have
been ignored except In so far as they might be considered
to be permanent, as for example where coarse bread has
taken the place of fine bread, and where the greater con-

sumption of margarine has coincided with a diminished
use of butter.

Increase (+) or Decrease (-) In
expenditure in January,
as compared wit

Group of Expenditure.

July, 1914. Jan., 1919. July, 1919.
Per cent. Percent. Per cent.
Food
Beleli(tanhd pork .. +200-9 +43-8 + 23*7
Milk, cheese, eggs, <& oo Wi 1AE. : *
Margarine, butter, tats 1652 +46% 2576
Fish . + 733 +23-8 -13-3
Bread ..., +10572 + 34-8 + 16-7
Flour, oatmeal, &c. .. s +224'2 +33-8 + 25-9
Potatoes, vegetables and fruit +125-9 - 1-6 -14-7
Sugar, groceries, oil, &c. *e +104-5 + 10-0 +15-2
Total, Food .. +151-3 + 35-1 + 18*5
Clotbes, boots and washing +233-0 +11-0 + 7-4
Rent and cost of repairs e + 44-5 + 10-7 + 4'4 »
Fuel and lighting .o +292*0 +46-3 +34*2 .
Medical attendance, Trade Union .l
subscriptions, taxes .« + 78*6 +38-9 +10-3 b
Other expenditure + 120-0 +22-2 +10-0
Total, other items .. +133-4 + 20-6 + 11-1
Total, all groups  ee + 141*9 + 27*4 + 14-6
SWEDEN.*

At the prices prevailing In January th6 cost of main-
taining the standard pre-war budget of a ts”ical Swedish
household In the matter of food, fuel, and lighting repre-
sents a slight decrease (2*9 per cent.) upon the cost In
the preceding month, but an increase of 198 per cent, In
comparison with July, 1914. The *“typical family” is
one consisting of a man and wife and two children, which
had an expenditure (in 1914) of about £111 per annum.
The above figures relate to the principal towns of Sweden
taken together, but iIf the same budget be taken to apply
to Stockholm alone, January shows a slight decrease of
0*9 per cent, as against December, 1919, but an increase
of 213 per cent, as compared with July, 1914

ICELAND.

The November issue of Kagtithindiy the journal of the
Icelandic Statistical Department, contains data which
continue the Iinformation as to food prices collected quar-
terly from various tradesmen at Reykjavik.® The general
level of prices of necessaries (food, washing materials,
fuel and oil), at Reykjavik in October, 1919, rose by 10
per cent, as compared with July last, and was higher by
267 per cent, than iIn July, 1914. If comparison be
limited to articles of food which were actually procurable
In October, 1919, It iIs stated that the increase ailiounts
to 13 per cent, as compared with prices Iin July last, and
to 255 per cent, as compared with July, 1914.

ITALY.

Rome.!

The general level of food prices In Rome shows an
Increase of 9*3 per cent, In January, 1920, as compared
with the preceding month, and an increase of 175 per
cent, as compared with the first half of 1914. If the
prices of other household necessaries (clothing, fuel, light-
Ing, rent, &c.) be also taken iInto consideration, the
general level In January shows an increase of 7*2 per
cent, as compared with December, and an Increase ol
163 per cent, as compared with the pre-war level.

The basis of the foregoing computation Is the cost of
satisfying the weekly requirements of a working-class
family consisting of two adults and three children, and
It 1S assumed that the standard of living has been identical
throughout the period covered.

Milan.!

The cost of maintaining the pre-war standard of living
In Milan for one week, In the case of a family consisting ot j
five persons, at the prices current in February, 1920, was
1-0 per cent, above that of January, and 282 per wnt.
higher than In the first half of 1914* Tho cost of food aloue

was 1*4 per cent, higher than in the preceding month and

shows an iIncrease of 318 per cent, as compared with the

The cost of clothing In February was 29J
er cent, above the pre-war figure, and that of heating and

ighting 325 per cent.; rent shows an increase of 8*3 per
cent, on the pre-war figure. fl

* Information supplied throii%hl the courtesy of tbe Director of the |,
olm. o
t Information supplied through the courtesy of the Municipal Oince ol ;

X Information supplied through the courtesy of the Municipal Office A .

Labour, Milan,



Narcll» r.V50.

IHK
UNITKI) SIWTKS.

lo\x] of retail food prices 111 the United
dlanuary shows an /inereaso of 2 p('r cent as
with the preceding month, and of 1) per cent
coluparod with January, 1919. and 1I1s 97 per cent
ichor than iIn July, 1914. In tlie computation of the
eneral level, tlie various articles of food are ‘“‘weighted”

rcording to their respective I1mportance In household
eolisumptiou, and it I1s assumed tliat no change has taken

Tho gouoral
tides Iu

llaro 1» the standard of living tliroughont the period
Indor review. (Based on information supplied throiigli
lie courtesy of the Federal Commissiouer of Labour

latistics. Washington, D.C.)

FOOD PRICES—GENERAL SUMMARY

the

|lncrease N retail food

mIN THE Various the
dates, as compared with July, 1914

IN.B.—2Vic figures below should be read In connection

rith the details given under each country In this and
Irevions 1ssues of The Labour Gazette.]

‘uroentagk prices of

Countries at undermentioned

Percentage Increase in Retail Food Prices
since July, 1914.

Latest figures

Country. -
July, July. July, July. July, avallable.
1915. 1916. 1917. 1918. 1910.
1 i Rise, Date.
1
Per ; Per Per Per Per Per
cent. I cent. cent. cent. cent. cent.
IJNITED KINGDOM - 32 j 61 104 1 No 109 133«  Mai*. 20
1
'0BBIGN Countries.
Belgium (Brussels)! e oo oo O 267 259 Dec. T9
.  (Antwerp)t ot oo e oo 273 306 Oct. T9
Denmark o 28 46 (6 ; 87 112 151  Jan. 20

P'rance Paris)J o0 22 32 83 ;|.106 161 190 Jan. 20
, (other Towns)! 238 428 848 i 1448 1888 AL 4th Qr.’IO
UoUand(Amsterdam) ee *« 42 76 110 99 Dec. 10
Italy (Rome) - 5n 11 37 ;103 106 175 Jan. 20
(Milan) .. e 1 . oo 1§25 210 ¢ 318 Feb. 20
Norwa feo oo 11401 189 199 Dec. T9
Spaln y oo * « 6'» 9'9’»* g%*« A 57 |\/|al’ ’10
Sweden! oK 24 42 81 168 210 108 Jan. 20
Switzerland. 191t 411t 78tt  122t1 150ft 137 Dec. ’19
United States 0 ¥ 2"l | S 43 64 86 03 Jan. ’20
HKnSEA DOMINIONS | t
Australia ., 31 80 206 , 32tt 47 Jan. ‘20
Canada «e 5 14 57 = [5 86 Jan. 20
India (Caicntta) 8 10 16 31H 5111 Jan. A
New Zealand 12 19 27 39 | 44 Jan. 20
Sontb Africa.. 7 16 28 34 '1 39 Jan. 20
GERMANY.
ljinployment In January.—The H_eiclisanzeiger _o_i 28th
February reports as follows regarding the conditions of

I'liiploymont during the month of January:. —

“The state of the labour market during the past inontli
was, as before, determined by the coal supply. The effects
of the raillwaymen’s strike In Rhenish Westphalia and
| pper Silesia anti of the failure of the principal lines of
'water transport are clearly to be seen. The scarcity of
[fuel was rendered more serious and the consequences will
Ibe felt for some time to come. Reports of the temporary
cessation of electricity works, gas works, and of the means of
tiansport are received from all parts of the country, and
Hot a day passes without information being supplied of
tbe closing down of Important industrial concerns. AS
regards agriculture, the shortage of coal for tliresinng
limperils the delivery of Dbread corn, and In the
jiitrogen and potash industries the same factor threatens
lto endanger the production of the manures whicli are so
'uecessap’ to the impoverished land in Germany. This In
turn will have a bad effect on tbe next harvest and thus
the period of shortage thieatens to extend indefinitely,
lliere are hopeful signs here and there of an awakening
as™* of responsibility, as for example the rejection by the
Hmicrs of the six-hour shift in tne Ruhr coal district,
the increase In the system of carefully regulated piey®-
Work, and In the revival of former zest for work wliicJi
certain employers report. The gloomy background of the
general situation 1s, however, scarcely relieved by these
lew bright spots.”

According to returns from 35 Trade Unions re.specting
"ow'Mdoyment among  tlieir members, 153,566 out of
/19,225 (or 3*3 per cent.) were out of work in January )
ni December the proportion was 2*9 per cent.,, and In
oJanuary, 1919, 6-6 per cent. The Increase In January
as compared with December was confined to male workers
JHIly, viz., 3*2 per cent, as compared with 2'8; among
Women tlie percentage was 3-6 in both months. Thegreatest

~JilmveK for the United Jvingdom in this table relate
an jtoins the inereabe i1s 130 per cent. {See p. 123) t The
J'en also include rent. %Fuel and light "are also included
1 X ”~ Figures lor ,3rd_Quarter. . Decrease. . J
e ven relate to AUgust. Figures for six months, April to September.
tr Figures for June.

these

. Ahour gazktte

of unemployment fH-1
bEirg kot ! bgAHte 0d PYTthe tovtile workers, the figure

-mo.jg transport " ’my; > Increased
Inno,n n.cTf. 27" -1 - .December

2-2 per cent:; amQ;;a! ;5.  1-2
Ullient

"*  \Wht-cember
from 1-5 to
“*“ 1'haiige.

U 5-9 m January, and am, ~ ~
1-4 per cent. In otbm- tradfs
Ilie number of persons Ii. N

tions, according to the renoH
Commissioners, was 371 675 on
ropresents a ciccrease of 15
total for the previous mon?h 'n
to a more effective cnntlfV* r

- Returns fiom K", Xwul , 7 W

QAN T A e, ImTAr™ of AmIRants

|*e'nobilisation
trobruary. This total

compared with tim
N ® decline Is mainly due

for vacanoiefl

1.ANSANMNS ' TnANMJalS '1919n” bout tile same

100

has

acancies

against sickness were being paid (and

nho are therefore assumed to be In work), increased from

January 1st to February 1st by'37;'9”7or’by**o-rprr cent’
frirb A L L

HOLLAND.*

Employment iIn Ocfo&er—Returns relating to employ-
meut " In” October were received py the Dutch Statistical

Office from trade union and other unemployment funds
with a total insured niemhershij) of 290,956. Of these,
(,994 Avere performing military duty or were on strike,
locked out, sick, &c., leaving 282,962 as the number cou-
ceriling whom returjis could bo utilised. The proportion of
the latter who w'ere out of Awvork during tlie mouth Aves
4 per cent., as compared Awvith 5 per cent, In the preced-
Ing mouth and 10*2 per cent, In October, 1918.

I
Average Days

Percentage Lost per Week
Unemployed. per Member
Group of Tradofj. 0O Unemployed.
Fapn
a’\.é’\ Oct,, Sep., Oct., Oct., Oct.,
® 1919 1919, 1918 1919 1918
AIH Unioné pa]ying dul\;lwem-
ployment Benefit an uni- - * * g
cipal Unemployment Funds =~ 28292 50 107 2 1l
making Returps.
Working in Diamonds.. 10827 Q0 19*2 5*3
Printing, Lithography, &. .. 8245 ('8 0*9 5*9
Building (including Road- . ‘ .
MaKiNG) oo e, 54,920 6*6 177 4%
Metal, Engineering and Ship- |
building «® *o w680 /'3
Textile ot oo .a 21,352 20°6
Food, Drink and Tobacco  «» %gggg 23*929
Woodworking, &c. oo ,
Leather, Oilcloth, <&. .. 6.764 6™/
The iIndex number of unemployment among Insured

members Avas 3*2 per cent, in October,
4*4 per cent, In the preceding month.

represents the ratio between the aggregate

Ihis peicentage

possible loss 1/working days 1r., iIf all msured persons
had been unemployed throughout the AAeek.

SWITZERLAND.

~-liu-irvy 1939, 1t Avas better
NICTId ;L0 W athir has assisted

for both o g >
o Do XSS aikipfoynuiit, T 7 JfOp vyar recordeg, 1, the

llumhcr of pors = ¢ 7 "ISauaJ work of .the exchanges
ivirtiv. owing to tlie mon”® supervision

Lnd pertly owing to moro efficient

rho January

beginning of
3*1 per cent, on
\,(U /,ct Celitratil Bureau root' <fe StatisHefi, 31st January

1929,
(27648) 1)
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The figure

month, and 3-2 per cent, in November, 1918.

[arch, [1920.

fo7 the two most' recent months are provisional, and details EMPLOYMENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM.
In regard to the degree of unemployment in the various
trades included In the returns are not available. Th”e parti- UNEMPLOYMENT IN INSURED TRADES.

culars, however, are given In the journal for the beginning
of July, August and September, 1919, respectively. In
the following Table corresponding data for 1918 have been
extracted from earlier issues of Sociala Meddelanden:—

' Percentage Unemployed on

The following Table shows the number of persons insured®
against unemployment under the National Insurance Acta :
1911 to 1916. and the number of persona whose unem™l
ployment books or out-of-work donation policies remainprij
lodged* at 27th February, 1920. Further particular®™

Mgmger- 15t of Month. relating to the donation scheme for ex-service men ar?-
Unions. reporting given separately on page 121.
at Sept. July Aug. Sept. July Aug. Sept.

1st, 1919. 1919. 1919. 1919. 1918. 1918. 1918

Numberof Unemploymen

Numbers Insured at

Books and Out-of-Work

- ing lodged at Feb. 27th,
Pbhincipal Unions N N N N « J 1009
Bricklayers and Masons -. 1,491 %:8 (1)*‘71 %*g %*% %*91 %*g
Blast Furnacemen, etc. g-ggg I Db g 30 30 2% Males. Females Total. Males. Females Total.
Foundrymen .. . - . " . " 51 4]
DreladWorkers, © T dm o 2128 o %2 B oo y
E Qgtlir}ge\g\ll%%ke r|%erat|ves 2978 6% 390 22 302 3544 36*4 gg”gtlrnugction of 675,287 3220 678,607 25,706 121 x87
Boot, Shoe and Leathe W orks 119 700
3119 12%6 04 03 1*1 (0*7 0*5 _ S : 836 120536 4.335 88 4473
Bakersand Confectioners’ 2490 23 2 28 47 g4 g0 Shipbuilding . 05719 5382 311061 12477 419 1@o
Brewerv Workers 2.030 1*1 0*1 0*1 3*7 272 3*7 Engmeermg-and |
Tobaccg' Workers* 3667 O0*1 01 00 0*1 07 0*1 c 'fort‘fOUtUamgf 1102226 193082 1,295308 71461 12962 44N
Sawmill Workers 6.196 1*9 3*1 2%2 09 1*1 1*7 onstruction o | |
W oodworkers . 700 47 30 20 3 2"4 1'8 S Vehl_cillc_es o0ss 139713 219006 5831 445 6076
Municipal Workers.. 7007 10 07 0% 07 0% 0*8 awmiiing 13,694 732 14426 1334 2% 1580
General Workers and Fac- Otherllnsured Work-
tory Operatives étrades 070 4 55 115 1041 7% PEOPIE e ALIS 194 41,990 433 2 4%
not distinguished) . 14,631 "4 Total Insured under
Actof 1911 .. 2463455 217369 2,680,824 121377 14063 136640
* facture . 189086 7,796 196,882
NORWAY. TinplateManufacture 15200 3495 13704 904 19 3177
Employment in December,—The following table shows  Miscellancous Metals 212276 125756 338032 6132 2754 7%
the percentage of members reported unemi®loyed at the olosives 12207 79443 121070 2048 4gsl
end of December in certain trade unions making returns to  Chemicals 80,327 24942 114369 - 1730 862 225.8
the Norwegian Central Bureau of Statistics, comparative Goods
figures being added for the previous month and for Decem- 31581 20223 57304 1169 570 173
ber, 1918:. — tificial | Build
Materials .. 36,120 7830 43,950
Percentage SavP]/_miIcIjing, d I\/Iak- | > ~ >
Membership.. cnine Wooawor
i Unemployed. 59077 17073 78150 1489 750 229
Group of Trades. factures thereof 28,692 27903 56,595 757
Dec. 31. Nov.30 D 0.31, Dec. 31, Nov. 30, Dec. 31, | | ’ 02 13
1919.  1919. * 1918. 19109. 1919.  1918. people 39,766 82,835 122,601 1,590 4311 5,901
Brick|ayer5 and masons Act of 1916 749,451 397,296 1,146,747 18,063 15,576 33,639
(Christiania) 887 894 828 27*5 6*0 37*4
Carpenters, &cC................... 1.474 1,496 1,502 59 - 3*0 1*7
Metalworkers 10,208 10,104 9,106 1*4 1*3 3*4
Boot and shoemakers 1005 094 1,084 0*6 0*2 0*4 : :
Printers ... e, 2507 2554 2366  0*4 0*5 0*9 In the following Table are given the unemployment
gggrnbelprg%rkse(r%hﬂstlanIa) gg% 22929 g% 8:? 0*3 %1‘8 percentages based on the figures given above, together
ST with the iIncrease or decrease as compared with 30th
Bakers (Christiania) 510 500 420 1*2 1*6 6*9 J . A
anuary, 1920:—
Total o, 18,894 18,804t 17.373  2*8 1%4 4*3
Percentage Unemployed InC.C(O-I_I’% poarreDde(\:/\'/i(tF) as
CANADA e at 27th February, 1920. 30ch January, 1920
Employment in November.—"Returns relating to unem- Males. Females Total. Males. Females Total
ployment in November were received by the Canadian
Department of Labour from 1,460 Ilabour organisations o
: : : s Building.. 3*81 * * - 1 — O —:
having a total membership of 193,204. For all occupations Construgtion of 510 S8l 13 0708 e
represented, 3*58 per cent, of the members were unem- Works 362 10*53 3*67 - 053 + 0*9% - 05l
ployed at the end of November, as compared with 2*71t  2fhipbuilcing . 408 e 45 - 2 o3 - T
er cent, in October, 1919. (Comparative figures for fonfounding 6548 671 662 PN 1 046 - 3%
ovember, 1918, are not available.) Construction of
The following Table gives the percentages unemployed Vehicles 2*75 3*18 %77 —1*39 . g+ - 1'35
in the principal groups of trades in October and Novem-  2awmilling W N6 108 — 12+ o2 - IR
b 1919 Other Insured Work
er, L people .o 1*04 1 1*03 104 - 0%63 v 1%3 - 063
Total Insured under ‘
Member- Percentage Act of 1911 -. 4% 6*4 7 5’06 - 245 &+ 0*10 - 2*2%6
ship %Rﬁmoﬁc"&%en‘{h?t Iron and Steel Manu-
Group of Trades. reporting factun 1*38 7-31 16l - 085 + gr61 - O*79
on TinplateManufacture  0*68 0*34 062 . 001 = o*2 - O3
30 Nov., Miscellaneous Metals  2*42 2-19 2*33 _ 08 . (grxg - OB
Nov. Oct. iti
1919, 1019, 1919 Ammunition and Ex-
|  Chemicalk . led 346 e ont ol =
emicals .. - - U- — 069 —
All trades reporting 93.204 . Leather and Leather |
93, 3*58 2%71 (JooHs 3*11 2'82 301 - 067 - o4 — 0%
P U BTAI\Ck'f' 'I_'|I|e Ban'?d'
rincipal Unions. rtricia urlding
Building and cc_)ngtruction 26 201 5*Q) £%42 Materials .. 1*47 3*37 181 - 0*29 __ o3 — (08
Mining, quarrying, and reflning of ores 11.582 1*14 0*01 Saw milling.
Metals, machinery, and conveyances 26.160 5x73 EX03 Machined Wood-
Textiles, carpets and cordage 2’032 0*05 0*05 work and Wooden
Clothing and laundering .. 6587 0*44 %85 Casest 2*52 4*39 2*94 - (%26
Food, tobacco and liquors .. 3,798 1*58 1%90 Rubber and Manu-
eather, boots, shoes and rubbers 2539 ” factures thereof 2*64 3*16 340 —0*16 . (@31
Steam railways ..o, 55034 (1)*‘11; 8:%% Other Insured W ork-
Street and electric railway employees. 6.644 0*24 %17 people . o 4*00 6*20 481 + 0*08 ~ 0*19
"s(?afarifnﬁ, dook labour, etc 12181 17*49 1088
Teamsters and chafirleurs.. 3905 3%43 1%36 Total Insured under ViR
Pulp, paper and fibre 5381 %93 01 Act of 1916 .. 2*41 3*92 393 - 00 - 009 - 0
Printing, publishing and paper goods 8004 1%05, N
! 1*13 Total, Insured
INDUSTRIES 4-36 4*83 442  — 1%99 002 - I1*0S

t Revised ﬁgureg)epartment of Labour.

« Payment of unemployment benefit or out-of-work donation Is con-

LaJoms |® . The :Canadian Department ot ([Jl)itiontal OB tlhe “lodging"” of an unemployed pewon's insurance Book or
_ _ onation Policy. _ _
workers"' ongineore, dook labourers and other bodies of t Excluding workpeople insured under the National Insurance Aot I

of 1911.
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| TRADE UNION PERCENTAGES OF UNEMPLOYED

]l Trade Unions with a net niembership of 1,539,032 reported
- ’LSaS (or 1-6 per cent.) of thfeir members as unemnloved

lat the end of Jammry, 1920, and 2-8 per cent, at“lhe end

of February, 19109.

gazette.

INDUSTRIES

[Note— ?710 numhers given

numlers of workim pil
mmherg employed

principal

IN THE UNITED

kingdom.

Returns receirttl n»A

« K«

Member-
Shcl)li:) éébend Unfm p(:}()yfed Inc_. (4-) or Dtec. (—)
' atend o In percentage
1920, ex- Fob., 1920.» Unepmployeqlg as
Trade. hCludlng compared ‘WIth a
those ser-
ving in 1 -
Hath.  Num- 1 Per-
Month
Forces.  her. centage ago. \ggeg.r
LI .
Coal Minin _ :
Bngineerin% and Sbip- 625,870 17,606 3-3 +.(.)*1
building.
Miscellaneous Metal 80.233 428 O'o _0*2 _ Do*g
Textiles
COttoON woveeveeeeeeeeenn, 106,069 1,849 1*7 I
Woollen and Worsted 11,483 137 1*2 + 0%
Otb6F o .o o* 113,723 1,161 1*0 .
Printing, Bookbinding and 88,875 590 0*7
Paper. *
Furnishin?( . 39,950 93 0*2 9%
Woodworking m 55829 311 0*6 __ %G
Clothing
Boot and Shoe .. 90.0/9 745 0*8 + 0“1 + 0-2
Other Clothing 94,871 663 0*7 - 041 __g*
Lea.ther oo «e 17,203 198 1*2 ’+ 0-3 - 0*7
: Glass .. 1,342 / 0*5 .o + 0*5
Pottery o0 ° « 38,106 m O*l E— 0‘2 E— O’I
i Tobacco 4,510 67 1*5 + 0*9 + 1-4
Total oo * » 1,539,032 24,533 1*6 1*3

RETURNS RECEIVED FROM EMPLOYERS.

1 luformation as to the state of employment in Februax'y
| derived from Returns furnished by employers, Is sum-
I marised In the Tables given below:—

(a) Pbetain Mining and Metal Trades.
1
W orkpeople Inc.(+) or Dec. (—)
included X as compared with a
Trade. In the Felgrzuoary,
Returns for ' Y ear
Feb., 1920. ago.
Days Worked
per week
o by Mines. Days.
Coal Mining 608,971 675 + 002
Iron °H 18,7438 5*89
Shale ,, ., 4,518 6-00 + 0°08
1 Furnaces in No. No,
» Blast,
PigIron oo, 255 + 6 - 2
_ Mills Working
Tinplate and Steel Sheet 27,000 497 + 0O + 106
Shifts Worked
(one week). Per cent. Per cent.
Iron and Steel 119,113 661,556 + 7-5 4 108

(b) Other Trades.

Number of Workpeople. Total Wages Paid to all

COAL MINING.

c'ollieries™making™Rfturas™
of 0-1 per cent "irthe nVmbin f

compared with the previous monD"
per cent, on a year ago "N

= e b ™ . ® t h e

® employed as
Increase of 9-1

Returns for

pits working 11 days or more, but less than 12 dav®

A per ™ f'Z toib O°’
The average number of days (0-75) worked per week for
the whole of the United Kingdom was practically the same

A and a year ago. The figures for Cumber-

following Table shows the number of workpeople
employed and the average number of days worked per
Meek by the collieries covered by the Returns received- —

No. of Workpeople
employed at Mines

Average No. of Days
Included In the Returns.

worked per week by
the Mines.

Workpeople.
W eek Inc. (+) or W eek Inc. (+) or
Trade. ended Dec. (—) on a ended Dec. (—)on a
21st 21st
Feb.,  Month  Year Feb., Month  Year
1920. ago. ago. 1920. ago. ago.l
_ Per Per Per Per
Textiles cent. cent. £ cent. cent.
Cotton 116,206 + 1*1  +28*7 274983 + 1*8 + 414
Woollen 20,080 + €0 + 9*7 10498 + 50 + 43*8
Worsted oo 34194 + 0*1  +13-5 77671 + 04  + 48*2
Linen « 32265 + 0*2 + 2°3 50562 + 2*1 + 11*4
Jnte 10,737 + 0%  + 4*4 20,090 + 1*6 + 20*4
Hoslery 21248 + 0*3 + 80 42,655 + 2*9  + 47%9
Lace L 8839 + 1*4  +34'1 18800 + 3*8 + 83*9
Other Textiles .. 14850 + 1*1  +21*7 20913 + 5*7 + 59*3
Bleaching, etc. 25311 + 1*1 4+ 21*0 87910 + 2'0 + 00*3
Total .. 283,730 + 0*7  +18*2 653082 + 22 + 44-2
Boot and Shoe .. 59.792 0*2  +14*9 130633 + 01 + 37*6
Shirt and Collar .. 15453 + 0*8  +16*2 23396 + 0*7 + 34:6
ReadymadeTailoring 27,029 0*5 + 3*2 50,130 + 2*9 + 253
ﬁbn_ntcllng and Book- 31638 + 1*4  +26-1 80,164 + 2*3 + 059*3
inding.
Pottery 15147 + 0*7  +14*0 33625 + 33+ 442
. ‘. 11875 + 08  +43-5 36351 + ri + 7270
Brick I 6803 + 1*6 +S7-5 20115 + 4%+ 70%2
Cement _ 0162 + 3*1 +62-5 31612 + 5%2  +103*7
Food Preparation 65004 + 0*3  428*3 148944 + 0*6 + 52-2
Total .. 241,903 + 0-4 +21*41 571970 + I*5 * 4972
I mMining.. 2412 - 2*%5 - 4% 5,004 - 3*0 + 3;0
ing gnd Zinc Min- 886 — 0*4 . g*g 2305 + 5-1 0*2
Grand Total 528031 + 0%  +19*5 1233051 + 19t 461
Short time and broken time are not reflected In the figures.

ply*~APercentage i1s based mainly on Returns relating

0 carronteis ana

I earnings Is afFeeted by increases in rates of

with

“»th lead and zinc mining.

barytes and fluor-spar mining, carried on in conjuncti

District. FOrt- |nc.(+)cir Dec.(— —
ennlggcti as(e())_r}i ared( [Qri1 QCE Inaes'(gg?anaer%é )
F21bst WiIl,n a 21t with a
eb., .
1920, Month Year FISIZJO’ Month  Year
ago. ago. "~ ago. ago.
Per Per
cent. cent Days. Days. Days.
Northumberland 42.604  +0*0 +12-6 53 +(0*12 -0*06
Durham ..., 119,201  +0*5 +13*0 6*68 + 0*02
Cumberland 7,486 —1*9 + 6% 552 -0*40 . 0*21
South Yorkshire 63,061 -0*3 + 50 598 001 +0*06
West Yorkshire.. 25435 -0*4 + 62 694 +0*01 + 0*01
Lancashire and Cheshire 57,758 -0*0 + 81 597 +0*03 +0*04
Derbyshire 35652 -0*0 + 5*5 585  +0*06 ‘o
Notts and Leicester 35350  +0*1 +1r1 5%3 +0*03 +0*02
Staffordshire 30,548 -0*1 + 54 592 +001 +0*06
Worcester, Warwick
and Salop 10,055 . +0*7 +10*1 582  0*10 -0*06
Gloucester and Somerset 6598  +0*4 + 9-1 5*08 +0*08
North Wales 6057 -0*3  +11*1 600 +6*03 +0*07
South Wales 111,722  -1*1 + 07 503 +001  +0*05
ENGLAND & WALES 551,527 -0*2 + 86 5*78 +0-G2 + 0*02
1
W est Scotland .. 24,053  +1*2 + 9% 523 +0*04
LothiansS........ 2,283 -1*2 + 0% 539 -0*09 +0*08
FifeShire .o, 30,674 +1*2  +19'3 5%2 +0*08  +0*03
Scotland 57.010 +1*1 +14'1 5%5 +0'C6  +0*03
Ireland 434  +0*9 +21*2 550 40°03 +0*21
United Kingdom 608971 -0*1 + 91 575 +0*02 + 002
The exports of coalU cohe and mamifactured fuel
February, 1920, amounted to 2,994,654 “ons, or 809,29d

tons less than In January, 1920, and 2,828,271 tons less

than In February, 1913. o e
The principal countries of destination of coal (similar

particulars cannot be given for coke and mamifactured

fuel) Mere as follows: — |

February, January, February,
1920 ° 1920 1913
TThousands rhousands (Thousands
of Tons). of Tons). 1 of Tons).
¢ B
Russja . . . 'V e 450
Sweofen, Norway, Denmar 311 594
Germany .. _ T3l 151 383
Netherlands and Belgium 1232 1,623 1,005
. 100 128 482
Spain. Portugal and Islands 310 363 766
Austria-Hungary and  Balkan 80 203
Peninsula re 05 243
| L 163 510
iIfaz™f, Uruguay and Argentina 293 480
Other Countries
2 001 3,369 6.569

TOTAL

. . this and the _fol ' 1€ he .
< BRe figures In ~ " ynnrift in Al gﬁé\l&ﬁ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁ&ﬁ?& Bsrﬁé)ﬂl dé}’ém@ﬁ hich
days (allowsnce beint mn drawn from the mines or open W@rKH
coal, Returns. |U s not necess-arily imilied that all the pi-r30N>

ImpTo?41l worked day the mines or works were open.

(27648) .02
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Iron, shale and other mining, and

QUARRYING.

(V,M,rnoNS t;rMcn.lly slinw.'d very little rliange com,>arc(l
irillt thie nrevioiis incmtli.  Kiiiplo.vmelit at non .nul shialt
nl os «a' good; at tin nii.os, fair, “ylnle trom lead and
" Ininos reports varied ivith locality Conditions at

the ipiarrios (except el.ina clay) continued good, and tlicre
Ivas less Internijition by bad iveatber. Tbe demand lor more

(gniiiT.vnien oiul otlu'r workmen coiitinuocl, and complaints
of raillway wagon shortage were again frequent,

MINING.
Iron-—Hoturns rccciived relating to mines JYd™ open

works at which 18,748 workpeople were employed In the
foHnight mided L>Ist Fehrnary, 1920, show Increases In

the total numher omployed of 0-O per cent, on the previous
month, and of jicr cent, on a year ago.

Average No. of Days

No. of Workpeople
iy worked per week by

emploved at Mines in-

cluded in the Returns. the Mines.*
- Increase (-f) or Increase (+ ) or
PiflinolH Fort- Decrease ((-g as Kort-  Decrease (—) as
night compared with t ﬂlgbt compared with a
enged ended
b T ey
eb.. eb.,
Month  Year Month  Year
190 “3g0 oot 1900 Tago 200,
Per Per
cent. cent. Days. Days. Days.
C-levcliiml . 7501 - 01 + 9*1 5-08 + 0’05  0*02
Uu nberlan land Lan-
ciKhire 6,293 1*0 - 1*2 5095 - 0°05 . 0*01
Hotland.. . y % — 0% + 1007 5Bl} + 263 + 0*06
Other Districts 9t 4255 » 1*3 + 81 57 + 018 + 0*10
All DistrictH 18748 + 06 + 5*3 5*69 1 + O'4

Shdff .—Th(* Ketarns received from firnus employing 4,518
a (»rk]Jeoplo Iin the fortnight ended 21st February, 1920,
slum that the number employed was 1*8 per cent, greater
than In the jiivvious month, hut 8*7 per-cent, less than
a year ago. 'Hie average ninnhe]* of days per week worked
by the mines iIvas 0*00, an increase of 0*04 compared
with January, 1920, and of 0 08 compared with February,
19109.

Tin—Heturns from tin mines employing 2,412 Ivork-
people at the end of Fehnialty" show that the number
employed was 2*5 per cent, less than In the previous
month, and 4*4 per cent, less than In February, 1919.
The total amount paid In wages to all tlie workpeople
employed In those mines was £22,410 in four weeks Iii
Nebniary, 1920, a decrease of 3*0 per cent, on a montli
ejirlier, shifts being lost from various causes, but an increase
of 3*0 per cent, on a year earlier.

Employment In tbe Cand)orne and Kedrutb districts
continued fair gonorally. At St. Just It was reported as
niodorale.

14'all anil /iar.--Returns have been recadved from lead
and zine mines (including some which also j)J*oduce barytes,
nuor spar, etc.) einj)loying 880 nui'kpcople In February.
These ndurns show that the Jinmber of workpeople em-
doyed at the end of February, 1920, was 0*4 per cent
ess than In January, 1920, and 9*9 per cent, less than
In February, 1919, Avliile the total amount paid In wa<res
to all workpeople employed at these mines 3ras £9,578*"In
lour weeks In February, 1920, an increase of 5*1 per cent

on zla_ month earlier, but a decrease of 0*2 per cent, on a rear
earlier.

In the [I'lintslitre district eiuliloyment continued slack.

dispute continued, but emidovinciit

conditions were better than In the 1ircvions month. ‘From
Cumberland reports were fair on tbe whole. In Durham
nn+r ? 7r better lhhan In January. In the

Scottish distinds enijiloyment continued good: a s ortage of
miners continued oto"be ‘reported.

11 QUARIIYING.

Jhl following faille smnmarises llio iiifoniiation received
from those emiiloyers wlio filnushcd KeUirns:—

No.of Workpeopleem-

ployed at Quarries in-
cluded In the Returnis,

Average No. of Davs

worked per week by’thc
Quarries.

Increase (+) or

night Deorease (L)' Forte 'Brieate ()"
ended ended compared with a
21st 21st
Fob., Eeb
1320, 1920.
g‘ﬁi >§ﬁ]§ . X 66/ D5a Da‘{f-
ite o 1,098 5*22 - VL2
Fi T 700 * 0%65
4,088 o060 0*45
. ' 5*64 010
" hinstone é(l% 2:88 1943
- 0*70
AM Quarrying 12798 g o

0te 4t |ootcfutvitvscclumn.

rrABOUE GAZETTE.

March, 190

/>nicN(/.nnc. - Employnient continued good at gnarrie
producing .limestone for Dblast furnaces and for cemem

and fairly good at other quarries. Transport diHielibi,.
on sea and land restricted output, and tbeni was sonr
shortage of qiiarrynien.

Haudsfone.—As In Janual'y, employment was %,04

grindstone quarries, and fairly good at other quarrier Tlior.
was a shortage of labour of all classes.

Granite (Road Material, Settn, etc.).—Employment w,
good Ill quarries lor road-making material, and fairly irouf
In quarries for p%lying setts, etc. More workmen cculd
have been employed.

Employment in North Wales continued good

Basalt and M Innstone ( Road J/flteriaZ).—Employmeiii
continued good at basalt quarries and fairly good at\vbin.
stone quarries. In tbe latter there iIvas a demand i
more labour,

6711/n1 Clay,—At St. Austell employment, although Im
proving, was still dull. At Lee Moor it continued fairl\//\

good.
E.mplovment continued good generally during Fobruary A
shortage of fuel was again reported from 1ieady every
district, ainfa lew firms also reported a scarcity of labour
~ Number of Furnaces, |nC.§-HQr
included in the Returns, ~ De&c. {->1In
in blast atend of Feb.,
DiHtrict. on
Feb., Jan., Feb.,  Month* Tear
1920. 1920. 1819. ago. | ago.
Eg Ian(I:I a(r;d wales—
eveland............... 66 65 )
Cumberland and Lancs. it 24 25 73%, :I_ % ~in3
S.and S. W. Yorks. . 10 10 1 |
Derby and Nottingham £ 31 1 S
Leice%%er, Lincolngand North- 3 32 t 1
ampton .. 20 29 ‘
Staffs, and Worcester . 27 26 %9 + 1 +
South Walesand Monmouth.. 10 7 1 + 3 -1
Other Districts .. . 4 1 A + 3
England and Wales . 201 194 215 + 7 -14
Scotland........ccce...... 54 55 61 1 . 7
Total 255 249 276 +0 .21
1
ooV/™ N i reoruary, lyzu, amounted to
334,068 tons, or 15,391 tons less than I1nh January, 1920

and 323,157 tons less than In February, 1913.

of pig 1ron in February, 1920, amounted to
07,53/ tons, or 17181 tons more than iIn January, 1920,
and 3,576 tons more than in February, 1913.

IRON AND STEEL WORKS.

EMPLOYArKNT at iron and steel works during February wes
gwd and showed an improvement compared with the pre-
vious month. There was a large but not complete
J*ecovery trom the effects of the recent strike at the iron-
foundiues./A .shortage of fuel was again reported by some
employers In most districts: In addition, complaints were
occasionally made as to inadequate supplies of steel and of
scrap Iron. A scarcity of puddlers and of other skilled
labour was reported by a number of firms.

At tbe works, employing 119,113 workpeople, to which the
returns relate, tbe aggregate number of shifts* during tlie
week ended 21st February, 1920, showed an increase of
7*5 per cent, on the previous month and of 10*8 per "‘cent
oll February, 1919. The average mimber of shifts* per man
employed was 5*55, as compared with 5*49 In the previous
montli and witli 5*05 a j'car ago.

|

No. of Workpeople Aggregate number of

employed by firms

making refurns. Shifts.*
[I)nc. i—h%or Inc. (-1-) or
ec. (—) as Dec. {—) ns
Mok compad etk Comperd
A with a e with a
Feb., . Feb., |
0. Month  vear T 190 \ionth | Year
» 4 ago. ago. ago. ago.
Per Per Per l’er
Depautments. cent. cent. cent.  cent.
Ogen Hearth Melting
urnaces f 13892 + 6*0 + 16*7 1 77900 + 5*9
Crucible Furnaces . 57 -f3*5 + 2%4 3232 -(-18*4
Bessemer Converters 1,114 + 28 -32°8 5532 + 6*9
Puddling Forges fro 7,908 - 1*2 +18*0 40324 - 3*5
Rolling Mills .. = 39310 + 31 +26*8 ' 209,667 + 3-6
Forging and Pressing.. 4809 + 38 + 5*3 26406 + 476
Founding .. 't 11177 +51*7 - 06 'l 65903 +63*7
Other Departments .t 12619 - 003 —0*3 : 7308 + 15
Mechanics, Labourers.. 27,597 4*3  +12*0 . 150504 -f 4*6
Total tt 119113 + 6*3 +126 j 631,656 4 6 + 103

« The Hgures 'epresent the total volume of work, as iodic iu*d by
the number of shifts duriug which work was carried on at each Ilhoit
taken in conjunction with the total number ol employees. No account s
taken of time lost by individuals and it Is not intended to imply that the
full number of shifts shown, was actually worked.
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March, 1930.
the

No. of Workpeople

employed by arms Aggregate number of

making returns. Shifts,
Inc. (+) or
i I™c. (+ \Or
Week Dec. (—) as W eek r»eeﬁ(%as
ended cciNrr}Pharaed en§§d com_{)ared
21l 215t with a
% Feh.,
Month  Year 1L, Montli  year
ago. ago. ago. 1 ago.
- DISTKICTS. Per Pel
\'(Jrthumborland and cent. cent. CF;?]{_ CF;%E
« Durham 13,0 + 3-7 '+207 75569 + 4-0 +18-0
Cleveland - - 11657 + 33 +U’6 06947 + 47 A4+ 9.0
iheffleld and Rother- 28939 -£-24° 26
ham ’ T + 32 159913 .-29C + 27
Meds, Bradford, etc, 4117 - 0*8 + 14*2 22718 0*5
('umberland, Lanes, and + 159
'Uheshire 10038 + 9%6 1+10%4 55609 + 6-0 + rv3
i| Staffordshire _ 10,/88 , - 12 “4tmmm 58490 - U4 +22-0
jther Midland Counties 4677 ' - 23 + 2-8 25970 . 2*9 4 9%3
>Va|es and Monmouth 10,026 - 0*4 'f”*5 f8783 - 0'9 + 9'6
Total, England and :
Wales 94392 E£75 +107 ' 524008 1] 97 4 9-n
Scotland 24,721 + I8 +20%6 ; 137543 « + 2°0 .+17-8
Total 119,113 ' + 6-3 + 1J-6 6(11,556 f 7Ti 4-]U*8

ENGINEERING  TRADES

labour gazette.

»S 1" At
r

nud %bamsl'ord. u-hn.'.« 4*:/ at Ipswich, Colclies%er

iiiu’\lies,_ €.5pec
of SE?tIflgl :(t Waslfairly good iIn S e At Mol
> or em& oym&% U.KS .'ggill 'reportgd<agsbad. t el

N\

shipbuilding”®

on'"tim >whole'," amT'sho7ed"% ome "h "ty was good

most bran mpV ].\ N "Vear It was good

mployment wes ;; e T C I

showed a considerable improvement on the
whole 1ll these trades during February, but at the end of the
month the shortage of castings was still felt and employment

had not been restored to 1ts normal condition.

Workpeople

'‘as very good. N work It
Employgnt was §68d at Yarmoutli, Lowestoft
\\ lvenhoe.;” ", i
and good .,k L lames and at Soutbamn
UM with sininvriglits at Bristol.  \r u. 4k xi-
ports it was good on tlie wloe (1 Vh. ai
N.Od witl, d.fllors, g,I); Witpai©™ersft 37 317

ported, espec ally
CH

b
joiners and shipwright%

ainters.
was reported

At Bar/77 a sh'rta,fe ot

N\

Cl.yde was good with shin I1oiners nn,|l

who had been thrown out of employment by the moulders

H1isplite had to a large extent been re-ahsorbed and short

paiploynient  benefit or out-of-work donation at 27th
|"ebrilarv:—
0 Number of
Unem ploy-
Numbers ment Igoo)lis Percent- Increa8e(+ )
Insured and age Un- or Decrease
Division. at Donation ergdplaoty- (;r)eads \(/:v0|{?1
14th Jan., Policies P
27th Feb,. 30th Jan.,
27th Feb.. ' '
1920.«
1
Loodon ... 160,627 14,361 8-94 — 1-17
Sorthern Counties 104,291 8,353 8-01 — 2'9.5
florth-Western 223,748 13,710 673 — 6*12
ForkRhire ..o 148.a32 6.751 4-54 - 5%5
East Midlands 62,341 3121 5°Ul — 4*70
West Midlands - 177.700 8,616 4*8.5 — 3*22
8. Mldland.s and Eastern | <6,050 4,738 6*23 — 3*24
I.E. Counties 37.788 3,203 8*49 - 1*36
400th-Western 60.263 6,02.1 10*99 — 2*68
Wales e, 28.257 769 2°T2 — 0*56
Scotland ..., 185,515 10.277 5*54 - 0*67
Ireland .. 29,896 3,895 13 03 — 4*01
UNITED KINGDOM 1,295,308 84,423 6*52 - 3*39
Elates ... 1,109./26 71,461 6'48 — 390
Females J93,0S2 12,962 6'71 + Vie
, The figures sholv an improvement in every district, the

lime had ceased In many places; but in other places, where

the process of recovery was slower, unemployment and sliorf

ime were still prevalent. Employment with ironfoiinders
vas usually described as good or very good.

The following Table shows the number of workpeople In-

alred-against unemployment under the National Insurance

\ct at 14th Januarv and the total number claiming nn-

Improvement being greatest In Yorkshire and Tyancashire
<ud least In Scotland and Wales, where the recent dispute
had less effect than iIn otlier districts.

On the Tyne and Wear employment during February,
tliougli showing an improvement, was only moderate; the
scarcity of castings had not been overcome by tlie end ol
the month, and a considerable number of workpeople were
f R P oyGd or on short time. On the Tees employment was
lairly good on the whole and showed an improvement In
nearly every branch. At Liverpool It was slack on new
'vork but good on repair work; overtime being frequently
Worked at week-ends. At Manchester, Stockport, Oldham,

nolton, Accrington and Preston it was fairly good and a

general improvement was shown. At Crewe It was goo<|l and
overtime was worked.
enced }t Barrow, and short time was worked.

» ™Mniployment at Leeds continued to improve throughout
me month, though many works were still short of ca.stings.

t Wes good at Bradford, Huddersfield and Hull, and fair
on the whole at Sheffield.

An the Nottingham and Lincoln districts employment was
good with 1Ironfounders and patternmakers; with other
‘ranches 1t was moderate on the whole, while at Lincoln and

rantn.ani much shoi't time was reported. At Derby there

hnprovement with all branches,

n“mployment at Birmingham was better than In January,

Aact that the number ol policies lodged Is based op
number Is somewhat In excess of tlje number actually

_ H oonneetion reference should be made to the live
fAKiater llgures on page 13.

A shortage of moulders was experi-

WV Al 1 N mies. It remained good with shipwrighb
at Aberdeen and Dundee. At Belfast there was, In mast

blanches, an improvenient over the previous montli. Eni-
ployment with shipwrights at Cork was fair.

1he following Table shows the number of workoeonle

insured against unemployment under the National Insur-
ance A -t at 14th January, and the total number claimin'r

unemployment benefit or out-of-work donation at “>/th
February:.—

Number of Inc.(+)
Numbers  Unemploy- Ppe'centage or
o Insured ment Books Unem- Dec. (—)
Division. at and Donation ployed at ' as compared
14th Jan., Policies 27rh Feb.. W ith
1920. lodised at | 1920. 30th Jan.,
27th <Gj.. 1920* 1 1920.
London .. 13.394 4 2 — 0*43
Northern Counties 71.352 1.997 2*80 — 0*90
North-Western = 44,622 1424 3 19 - (0*82
Yorkshire .. .o 0,288 174 1*87 ! — 1*52
East Midlands 2,513 38 151 — 0*92
West Midlands .. 1,038 76 7*32 ~ 3*47
South Midlands and 4,097 104 2*54 — 0*73
Eastern.
S.E. Counties 6,135 14 3*78 — (0*37
South-W estern 28 514 2452 8*60 - 2¥23
Wales .. 11,340 529 4*66 - 0*69
Scotland . 03,489 3,628 3*88 — 1*43
Ireland > 26,269 1,875 7 14 - 2*48
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