
NEW ARRANGEMENTS FOR RELEASE OF 
CENTRAL STATISTICAL OFFICE DATA 

Each year the Central Statistical Office publishes about 130 press 
releases giving details of the latest movements in the major economic 
indicators. This information - on series such as visible trade, 
industrial production, retail sales and the national accounts - is 
published quickly on pre-announced and regular release dates. 

In order to reinforce CSO's commitment to the integrity of these 
series the Chancellor of the Exchequer has agreed that the procedures 
for the publication of each press release should be improved and 
standardised. 

Principles for the Release of Data 

Release of statistical data by the CSO will be governed by three basic 
principles: 

e the CSO publishes data as early as possible and always on pre
announced release dates and times 

e data are available to all users at the same time with limited 
exceptions only on a strict need-to-know basis 

e the CSO is solely responsible for the contents of its press 
releases, subject to advance consultation with the Chancellor of 
the Exchequer on changes in format. 

These changes will take effect from April this year. The following 
table sets out new dates for CSO releases for April-June 1993. From 
now on all CSO release dates will be announced three months in 
advance. 

Monthly Press Releases 

The CSO's monthly releases give early information about changes 
in the economy and cover retail and producer prices, trade, production, 
retail sales and credit. The new procedures result in a number of 
small improvements to the timing of the following releases: 

e Index of Production is advanced by one day 

e Producer Price Index is advanced by one day 

e and Overseas Trade (non-EC) is advanced by one day. 

Release of the Retail Prices Index is to be advanced by one day from 
June and two days thereafter. Over the next 12 months CSO will 
work towards bringing out the Retail Prices Index earlier still. 

In addition to these improvements the CSO will produce a monthly 
summaryofthe latest economic statistics, explaining and describing 
them in an objective fashion in Economic Trends. 

Quarterly Press Releases 

The CSO's quarterly releases focus on the national accounts and 
balance of payments, including gross domestic product (GDP), 
personal income, expenditure and savings, industrial and commercial 
companies and overall UK output, income and expenditure. There 

will be a number of significant improvements to the timing of the 
main quarterly releases on the national accounts and balance of 
payments. 

The arrangements from 1 April are: 

(i) a provisional estimate ofthe growth ofGDP from the previous 
quarter will be published 3 weeks after the end of the quarter. 
This is 4 weeks earlier than the present 7 weeks. A limited 
breakdown by industry will be provided 

(ii) a month later, after7-8 weeks, expenditure, output and income 
breakdowns of GDP will be published, accompanied if 
necessary by any revisions to total GDP. At present, income 
and expenditure estimates are published after 12 weeks. 
Provisional estimates of capital expenditure and stockbuilding 
for all industries, replacing the partial estimates provided in 
the separate press releases currently published after about 7 
weeks, will be included in this release. For the next few 
quarters, however, data on overseas trade is unlikely to be 
available at this stage, so the expenditure breakdown of GDP 
will be incomplete 

(iii) full national accounts, including balance of payments, 
personal sector and industrial and commercial company sector 
accounts, will be published after 11-12 weeks. These will also 
be published as a new quarterly supplement to Economic Trends 
instead of the articles that now appear in successive monthly 
issues 

(iv) an estimate of the balance on invisibles and on the balance 
of payments current account will be published with the 
overseas trade statistics for the third month of the quarter. The 
date of this release will be advanced each quarter as the 
Intrastat system settles down. The first estimate from lntrastat 
for Q 1 1993 is likely to be available about 11 -12 weeks after 
the end of the quarter and will form, together with statistics on 
invisibles, part of the release at (iii) above. 

Availability of Statistics 

CSO data is made available to all users at the same time with limited 
exceptions on a strict need-to-know basis. The exceptions, who 
receive advance copies no earlier than 5.00 pm two working days 
before the publication date, are: 

The Prime Minister; 
The Chancellor of the Exchequer; 
The President of the Board of Trade; 
The Economic Secretary; 
The Governor of the Bank of England; 
The Permanent Secretary to the Treasury; 
The Chief Economic Adviser; 
The Deputy Secretary, Monetary Policy and 
Markets Management; 
The Under-Secretary, Forecasts and Analysis; 
The Press Secretary to the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 
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Not all of these individuals will receive all of the CSO's press 
releases. In addition, for each release one or two named individuals 
responsible for policy advice on the statistics concerned may be 
included on the appropriate list. Further, other Ministers and, on a 
need-to-know basis, a limited number of Ministerial, Departmental 
and Bank of England staff, may be briefed on a confidential basis 
from 10.00 am on the day of publication. 

These arrangements take effect from April 1993 except in the case 
of the Retail Prices Index where the arrangements will come into 
effect once the improvements already referred to have been 
introduced. 

When the Budget date is announced each year the CSO' s publication 
timetable will be re-examined. If in the circumstances of the Budget 
round there is a compelling case on operational grounds for Treasury 
officials to have access to data earlier than 5.00 pm two days before 
their release, this will be provided. A statement to that effect will be 
included in the press release when the relevant figures are published. 

Users of CSO statistics will wish to note that the monthly press 
release on the Public Sector Borrowing Requirement is prepared 
j~ly by the CSO and Treasury and these arrangements do not 
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Find your way to the facts you need. Get the 

Guide to Official Statistics. 
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