
Figures for Europe 
Eurostat- a familiar word to economists and statisticians. But what 
is Eurostat and what does it do? In this article, Mrs Laurence 
Eggermont of Eurostat Information Office explains. 

Eurostat is the Statistical Office of the European Communities and 
one of the EC's Directorates-General. ll is based in Luxembourg 
with a department in Brussels which deals with dissemination and 
liaison with the other Directorates-General. 

Eurostat employs 386 officials and 255 outside experts- equivalent 
to one per cent of statisticians employed by the 12 Member States. 

Yves Franchet, Diredor-General of 
Eurostat 

Eurostat has a double function - it is a Directorate-General of the 
Commission and a centralizing body for statistics in the Community. 
And it has four main tasks: 

1. Supplying data to the European Institutions 

The primary task is to supply Community institutions, chiefly the 
Commission, with the statistics required to formulate and monitor 
Community policies. 

It is responsible for collating and processing statistics on the Member 
States and their main trading partners. It does not as a rule collect the 
source data. These are sent to it by the statistical institutes of the 
Member States or by other national or international irtstitutions and 
organizations such as the Banque de France, the OECD, the IMF or 
the World Bank. 

2. Creating a harmonized statistical system 

An essential part ofEurostat' s work is the establishment of statistical 
standards to ensure that the information sent to it is formally 
coherent. The preferred method of data harmonization is through 
prior standardization of classification systems, methods and concepts. 
This prevents any distortions which may arise as a result of 
divergences between the national systems, and above all facilitates 
comparisons. 

'Economic Trends' No. 463 May 1992 © Crown copyright 1992 

3. Creating a European network for disseminating statistical 
information 

Eurostat collates, processes and disseminates information. This 
information can be accessed not only by the European institutions 
but also by those who supplied the data, for example preferential 
users such as the national statistical institutes in the Member States, 
certain ministries, etc. Eurostat also aims to make this information 
as widely available as possible, for example to researchers, teachers, 
students, local authorities, businesses, etc. 

Completion of the Single Market will lead to a significant increase 
in the demand for Community statistics. A statistical infrastructure 
for the Community would contribute to the transparency of this 
market, and thanks to ever-closer cooperation between Eurostat and 
the national statistical institutes, the development of such an 
infrastructure is under way. A truly Europe-wide network for 
disseminating information will soon provide local access to 
Community information for any member of the public in his or her 
own language. This information, which must be relevant, reliable 
and available when and where required, is vital to the smooth 
functioning of the Single Market. 

4. Assisting In the development of statistical systems 

Lastly, Eurostat assists in the development of statistical systems in 
developing countries and in countries moving towards a market 
economy. 

ORGANISATION 

To carry out its tasks Eurostat is organized into the following six 
directorates 

e the horizontal directorate for dissemination and computer 
processing 

e five sectoral directorates: 

* economic statistics and national accounts, prices and coordination 
relating to the Single Market 

* Statistics on international and intra Community transactions and 
relations with third countries 

* Business statistics 

* Social and regional statistics 

* Agricultural, fisheries and environmental statistics. 

STATISTICAL PROGRAMME 

Since it would not be possible to meet all the demands made without 
coordinating the statistical work and keeping track of priorities, a 
statistical programme is drawn up and updated each year by the 
Statistical Programme Committee (SPC). This committee is chaired 
by the Director-General ofEurostatand is composed of representatives 
of the statistical institutes of each Member State. The programme, 
which is approved by the Commission for four years and adopted by 
the Parliament and the Council of Ministers. covers 

e the policies or responsibilities of the Community as laid down in 
the Treaties (Rome, Paris) and the Single Act (Luxembourg), for 
example, Economic and Monetary Union, Common Agricultural 
Policy 
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• the themes or major sectors of social, economic and 
cnviroruncntal activity, for example, monetary integration, crop 
production 

e theactivitiesorprojectsbyoperational unit, forexample, short
term trends, labour force survey. 

EUROSTAT'S PRODUCTS 

Eurostat disseminates its information in both printed and electronic 
publications. 

Printed publications 

There are around 100 publications and statistical documents which 
appear at varying intervals. Specific publications are easy to locate 
because they are classified by theme. Each theme, which is linked 
to a particular colour, is further divided into series. 

Themes 

1. General statistics (midnight blue) 
2. Economy and finance (violet) 
3. Population and social conditions (yellow) 
4. Energy and industry (light blue) 
5. Agriculture, forestry and fisheries (green) 
6. External trade (red) 
7. Services, transport and tourism (orange) 
8. Envirorunent (turquoise) 
9. Miscellaneous (brown) 

Series 

A. Yearbooks 
B. Short-term trends 
C. Accounts, surveys and statistics 
D. Studies and analyses 
E. Methods 
F. Rapid reports 

All the methodological publications on economy and finance, for 
example, may be obtained by combining Theme 2 with Series E. 

A distinction should be drawn between statistical documents and 
publications proper. Statistical documents are aimed at the specialist 
and deal with a specific subject in a more detailed fashion than 
publications. They contain no commentary and few illustrations. 
The emphasis is on tables and the print-runs are limited. 

Electronic publications 

Data bases 

Eurostat has established databases for a very wide variety of uses. 
The general public has access to only some of these bases. 

There are basically three types of database: "production", "reference" 
and "dissemination". 

Production database 

The production database is the tool used by the departments involved 
in the production of statistics. It contains all the data received by 
Eurostat. These data cannot be disseminated as they stand, either 
because they are confidential or because they require checking. 

Reference database 

The reference database contains only public data. It is the source 
used for both the printed products mentioned above and the electronic 
products. 
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The most important reference databases at present are CRONOS, 
COMEXT, REGIO, FSSR, SABINE and lOT. 

CRONOS is the macro-economic database. It contains more than 
1.5 million time series, divided into approximately 20 domains, of 
which EUROSTATUS and EUROSTATISTICS are the most 
frequently used: they provide the main indicators required for short
term analysis. 

REGIO is the regional database and covers the main aspects of 
economic and social life in the Community. It is structured in line 
with the NliTS classification, which divides the Community into 
three levels comprising 66, 176 and 829 regions respectively. In the 
case of the United Kingdom, NliTS I comprises the 11 standard 
regions, NliTS IT is 35 groups of counties and NliTS m is 65 
counties/local authority regions. 

COMEXT is the database for statistics on intra-Community trade 
and the Community's external trade (imports and exports) with more 
than 200 partner countries. It is structured in line with the 
nomenclature for goods (the COMBINED NOMENCLATURE: 
10,000 headings) and the geographical nomenclature (GEONOM: 
200 headings). 

FSSRS (Farm Structure Survey Retrieval System) contains the 
tabular results of Community surveys on the structure of agricultural 
holdings. FSSRS will soon be replaced by EUROFARM, whose 
individual data will allow ad hoc tables to be drawn up. 
SABINE is a database system for storing and managing all types of 
nomenclatures. 

lOT: Eurostat has compiled for each country input-output tables 
showing flows between sectors of industry, as well as a whole range 
of supplementary tables. 

Dissemination database 

The "dissemination" database is aimed at a non-specialist public 
seeking information in digest form. 

EUROCRON is Eurostat 's "dissemination" database. It is aimed at 
users who are not used to handling computerized statistics and have 
no inclination to acquire the expertise required to select and process 
the statistics which they need. 

EUROCRON contains a digest of the latest statistical information 
drawn from CRONOS, REGIO and FSSRS. 

DISSEMINATION 

"On-line" 

On-line access (free of charge) is reserved primarily for Commission 
departments and other preferential users, that is, all data suppliers 
who are able to access directly the Eurostat computer in Luxembourg. 

The data bases arc also available on-line to other users, but only via 
private servers, to whom Eurostat sends the data on magnetic tape. 
These data are updated at regular intervals. 

European statistical irtformation is therefore accessible to a wide 
public, not only in the Member States but throughout the world. All 
that is required is a terminal connected to the public network 
(EURONET, DATEX-P, TRANSPAC, etc). 

Magnetic tape 

Each CRONOS domain, each chapter of COMEXT and the whole 
ofREGIO are available on magnetic tape. Moreover, other databases 
not accessible on-line (for example, FSSRS, SABINE, lOT, 
LABOUR FORCE etc) are also available on this medium. 



Diskette 

Two sub-domains of CRONOS (EUROSTATUS and EURO
ST A TISTICS) are currently available on diskette from a private 
server. 

In addition, Eurostat's Information Office produces and disseminates 
diskettes to order. 

Optical digital disks (CD-ROM) 

Every month Eurostat produces external trade statistics on CD
ROM covering all the data for the last 13 months in the form of 
annual, quarterly and monthly series. The breakdown is based on the 
COMBINED NOMENCLATURE. 

Three other CDs are being prepared for 1992 

e general statistics drawn from CRONOS, REGIO and external 
trade 

e results of the surveys on the structure of agriculture in the 
Community and data on wine growing 

e external trade data in line with the SITC classification. 

FURTHER INFORMATION 

Eurostat Information Office 
Jean Monnet Building 
L-2920 Luxembourg 
Tel4301-4567 
Fax 43 6404. 

Information Office Staff. 
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