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Construction industry: Revised series of output statistics,
1963—1972 (Great Britain)

Introduction
The construction industry is an important sector of the 
United Kingdom economy, since it accounts for between 
six and seven per cent of the United Kingdom total 
domestic income and the statistics of the output of the 
industry have a weight of nearly fifteen per cent in the 
index of industrial production, one of the key indicators 
of the state of the economy. But construction activities 
are of many different kinds, sizes and duration; at any 
one time there are about 100,000 building sites on which 
new building and civil engineering projects are being 
undertaken by main contractors and their sub-contractors, 
and statistics of the output of the industry are not easily 
obtained on a regular and consistent basis.

This article describes and gives the reasons for a 
number of revisions recently made to the series of 
construction output statistics, and it outlines some of the 
further steps being taken to improve reliability.

I. The collection of construction output statistics
During the last war, the Ministry of Works (now part of 
the Department of the Environment) set up a compulsory 
register of building and contracting firms. Until licensing 
ended in November 1954, contractors provided each 
month, from each site on which licensed or authorised 
work was in progress, a return showing the number of 
men employed on the site on a given pay day, and the 
value of work done during the month. With the gradual 
raising of licensing limits, the coverage of these returns 
was reduced until by November 1954 they were estimated 
to relate to only two-thirds of work in progress. A wider- 
based employment return (by type of work) provided a. 
means for grossing-up the site returns.

When licensing ended a quarterly return of con
tractors’ output and employment was introduced, with 
output and operatives sub-classified by eight types of 
work, distinguishing between work for the public and 
private sectors, between new construction work and 
repairs and maintenance work, and between housing and 
other types of construction output. The present enquiry 
form follows the same pattern.

Over the last 20 years sampling methods have been 
developed to reduce the form-filling burden, and only the 
third quarter’s enquiry is sent to all firms (the October 
Census). Methods are currently being explored further to 
extend sampling techniques.

The output figures are published in quarterly press 
notices by the Department of the Environment and also 
in the quarterly Housing and Construction Statistics 
(HMSO). During the first half of 1973, in time for the 
press notice on the output for the first quarter of the year, 
the series were revised back to 1963.

II. Reasons for revisions to quarterly output estimates
(a) Register problems
There are about 70,000 firms on the Department of the 
Environment (DOE) Register of Contractors. The firms 
on this register are sub-contractors as well as main 
contractors, and so to avoid double-counting main 
contractors are asked on the output form to exclude the 
value of work done for them by sub-contractors, with a 
specific reference to the exclusion of the value of pay
ments made to ‘labour-only’ sub-contractors. The 
omission from the register of some sub-contractors (and 
indeed of any main contractors) would therefore lead to 
an under-estimate of the total value of output.

The register is up-dated by various methods, which 
are adequate for firms leaving the industry (the annual 
censuses discover most of these changes) and for new 
entrances of medium and large firms (use is made of trade 
journals, Companies’ Register, and information supplied 
by regional staff in close touch with industry). Since the 
industry includes many thousands of very small firms 
with high entry and leaving rates, the up-dating system 
has had to be supplemented by making use of other 
sources, and in particular in 1971 there was a full-scale 
analysis of the Post Office’s ‘Yellow Pages’ directories. 
The firms discovered in these various ways were sent a 
short questionnaire to check whether in fact they were 
engaged in building activities. About 30,000 were found 
to be so, and in April 1972 they were sent a questionnaire 
similar in most respects to the normal quarterly enquiry. 
In this special enquiry (as in the normal quarterly 
enquiries) a sub-sample of small firms were asked for 
output as well as employment details, and other small 
firms were asked only for employment data. Results of 
this special enquiry were available towards the end of 
1972. About one-third of the output was on repairs and 
maintenance (including house improvement work), one- 
fifth on new private housing work, and one-third on other 
new work for the private sector (shops, factories, etc.). 
Only 15 per cent was on new work in the public sector.

Besides omitting these small firms, the register of 
70,000 firms omits many thousands of self-employed 
workers who hire their labour to main contractors. The 
1971 Population Census results (one per cent tabulations) 
became available early in 1973. These figures indicated 
that the total number of self-employed in the industry 
had been rising by an average of about 20.000 per year 
between 1966 (the previous Census) and 1971, whereas 
the number of self-employed recorded in the DOE 
returns had fallen by an estimated 3,000 per year. Taking 
unrecorded small firms and unrecorded labour-only 
self-employed, it is estimated, from links with the 
population censuses and from annual sample data from 
the Department of Health and Social Security, that
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whereas in 1963 about 120,000 workers were missing from 
the DOE register of firms, by 1972 the numbers missing 
had risen to about 260,000. Translating manpower into 
output, with allowances for increasing productivity, the 
gap between recorded and total output has been widening 
over the period. It is in fact estimated that in 1963 
unrecorded output was 7  ̂ per cent of total output, and 
that in 1972 it was 13  ̂ per cent. Appendix 1 describes 
how these estimates have been derived, and section V 
below sets out various current and planned procedures 
for regularly and systematically obtaining improved 
statistics of this previously unrecorded output.

(b) Links between quarterly samples and annual census
Up to and including 1970, all contractors received an 
output(*) form in April, relating to output in the first 
quarter of the year, and in September there was a full 
Census of Employment by craft. For the second, third 
and fourth quarters the output return was only sent to 
a rotating sample of 16,000 firms, with small firms having 
the lowest chance of selection. From 1971, the April 
output and September craft censuses were combined 
into an October census, covering output for the third 
quarter in the year. The task of re-programming the 
computer for this combined census took longer than 
expected, and the census output results for both 1971 and 
1972 were'available almost at the same time, in the spring 
of 1973. Since the sampling frame (stratified by total 
employment, trade, and region of registration) which is 
used for selecting an annual cycle of quarterly output 
samples is renewed after each year's census results are 
available, the delay in obtaining the October 1971-based 
sampling frame meant that the base-date remained at 
April 1970 until the October 1972 base was ready for use, 
for the second quarter of 1973. The October 1972 Census 
revealed discrepancies between the estimates of output in 
the third quarter of 1972 given by the sample and the full 
census. These were larger than expected given the 
estimates of sampling error, and were also larger than the 
discrepancies observed in sample to census comparisons 
for earlier years (which had not been sufficiently great to 
warrant amendment to the quarterly series). In the third 
quarter of 1972 the sample gave appreciably lower 
estimates than the full census. The reasons for this down
ward bias are not entirely clear and are under further 
urgent investigation; while the reasons may be to some 
extent associated with the use of the relatively out-of-date 
sampling frame, they probably also arise from other 
aspects of the conduct and analysis of the sample inquiry.

The quarterly output .series were adjusted to take 
account of the biases observed in the third quarter of 1972 
and in earlier census quarters, although the adjustment 
factors were small prior to 1972, except occasionally for 
private new housing work, and were applied primarily for 
consistency. The method of adjustment, since the errors 
were generally positive and increasing over time between 
census dates, was to interpolate the percentage differences 
separately for each of the eight main types of work. The 
adjustments were extrapolated for the quarters beyond 
the third quarter of 1972; the adjustments for these 
periods must be subject to some uncertainty and may be

0 )A s mentioned in (a) above, some smalt firms receive simpler 
census and sample forms omitting the questions on output.
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further revised when the results of the 1973 Census are 
available (or as a consequence of the work in hand on 
investigating the reasons for the bias).
(c) Construction output by public sector employees 

( ‘direct labour*)
In the 1968 edition of the Standard Industrial Classifica
tion, Construction (Order XX) specifically includes the 
building and civil engineering establishments of govern
ment departments, local authorities and new town 
corporations and commissions, and specifically excludes 
construction work carried out by employees of gas, 
electricity and water undertakings (see Appendix II). 
DOE, in the previous published series (for example, 
Table 105 of the Central Statistical Office’s Monthly 
Digest o f Statistics^ September 1973) included the output 
of public utilities, using approximate estimates based only 
partly on returns received: in the revised series, these 
public utilities are excluded, and the totals relate only to 
government departments, local authorities, new towns, 
and nationalised industries(^). The whole series has been 
completely re-calculated, with interpolated figures for 
quarterly periods not covered by the returns sent out to 
these public authorities—for example local authorities 
only receive forms for the first and third quarters each 
year.
(d) Index o f the cost o f construction
The output figures are converted from current to constant 
prices by using a ’constant quality’ index of the price to 
the client of construction work. There are separate 
indices for new work and repairs and maintenance, but 
both had and still do have certain shortcomings—as 
described and briefly commented upon in the Notes and 
definitions supplement to Housing and Construction 
Statistics. For the revised series, the 1963-bascd indices 
were converted to 1970:= 100 and a separate (higher) cost 
index was introduced from 1971 for private housing, 
to allow for the fact that the revised output series when 
deflated by the cost index for total new work was rising 
faster than would otherwise have been expected from 
estimates based primarily on the monthly statistics (also 
collected by DOE) of private housing starts and com
pletions; statistics of new house prices, adjusted for 
changes in prices of building land were used in this revised 
index.

In addition to these ’output price* indices, DOE also 
compiles indices of tender prices for local authority 
housing, and for Property Services Agency contracts 
(telephone exchanges, government offices, etc.). These 
two tender price indices have each been adjusted from 
tender to output dates, to provide checks on the trends in 
the ’output price’ indices. These checks indicate that the 
trends in the latter are consistent with the tender price 
changes.

ni. Comparison of revised and previously
published series

Table 1 in Appendix 111 shows in summary form the 
effects of the main revisions. Table 2 sets out the revised

0  Construction output by the British Steel Corporation has now 
been included in the contractors (that is, not in the direct 
labour) sector, since part of this output is for clients outside the 
Corporation. For the same reason, this procedure is also adopted 
for the Scottish Special Housing Association.
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series at current prices in more detail, and Table 3 
continues constant (1970) price estimates of output 
(recorded plus unrecorded) sub-classified into the main 
types of construction work.

The biggest (upward) changes to the contractors’ 
recorded output scries relate to 1972 (census adjustment) 
although the clTect is largely counterbalanced for the total 
of recorded output by the downward revisions to the 
direct labour series, the provisional 1972 estimates for 
which were particularly high since they were too closely 
linked (before the actual results were available) to the 
increases in contractors’ output for repairs and main
tenance. With the inclusion of the unrecorded output 
estimates in the revised series, the latter is higher than the 
previously published series, and the gap increases year by 
year with the growth of output from the self-employed 
missing from Department of the Environment and 
Department of Employment returns.

At constant prices, the previously published index 
for 1972 was about 17 percent higher than in 1963; in the 
new index, including the estimates for unrecorded output, 
the increase was 27 per cent. The revision from 117 to 
127 for the construction output index (an increase of

per cent) was sufficient to increase the overall index of 
industrial production (1963-based) by one per cent, and 
there were corresponding but retrogressively smaller 
increases to the production index for previous years from 
1965.

The only two sources from which rough checks can be 
made on the improvemenfs resulting from the revisions 
to the series of output statistics are the Blue Book 
expenditure series (gross domestic fixed capital formation, 
new buildings and works) and the 1963 and 1968 Censuses 
of Production. The new series goes some way to reducing 
the discrepancies between annual changes in the output 
and the expenditure series respectively, and the produc
tion censuses show a gap between ‘output sub-contracted’ 
and ‘output done as sub-contractors’ (that is, a measure of 
missing sub-contracted output) which increases between 
1963 and 1968 by about the same amount as does the gap 
between recorded and total output in the new series.

IV. Publication of revised series
The revised quarterly series of statistics of contractors* 
recorded output in Great Britain are published in the 
quarterly press notices and Housing and Construction 
Statistics. Both sources also include the quarterly indices 
of total construction output (including direct labour and 
unrecorded output) and issue No. 6 contains an annual 
supplementary table of the figures for this total 
output by type of work, in the form shown in Appendix 
III, Table 3. Annual estimates of total employment 
(including unrecorded employment) are also published in 
this issue. Statistics of construction output in Northern 
Ireland (about £140 million in total for 1972) are also 
published annually in a supplementary table in Housing 
and Construction Statistics: these figures are collected by 
the Ministry of Finance, Northern Ireland,

V. Further improvements in preparation
It is recognised that the revised series, although more 
comprehensive than the old published series, will need 
constant review and improvement, and action is being 
taken to this end.

(a) Unrecorded output
The 30,000 small firms discovered by searching through 
the Post Office’s ‘Yellow Pages’ directories and other 
sources are being included in the October 1973 DOE 
Census, and a very small sample of them will also be 
included in the quarterly output series from the second 
quarter of 1974. The October 1973 Census tabulations 
will show the effect of their inclusion as a link between 
the current and future recorded output series. The 
‘Yellow Pages’ search is being maintained as new 
directories are issued, and other sources for up-dating the 
register may also become available—but even a sampling 
frame of 100,000 firms (70,000 on the old register, plus 
the 30,000 small firms), although a very large number 
when compared to the similar number ol firms which are 
covered by the Business Statistics Office for the whole of 
the manufacturing industry, will only account for an 
estimated fifty per cent of the 1972 I3i per cent gap 
between recorded and total output. A two-pronged 
attack is being planned to close this second half of the 
gap, on the one flank by direct measures of output and 
on the other by measuring employment and converting 
to output.

The output approach is being made in the new series of 
annual censuses of production to be carried out from 
the beginning of 1975 (in respect of 1974). This annual 
census will be conducted for the Department of the 
Environment by the Business Statistics Office as part of 
the new system of industrial statistics launched by the 
Government Statistical Service at the beginning of 1969. 
Contractors will be asked in this annual census to record 
the total output by their firm, distinguishing between (a) 
the output done as main contractor and (b) as a sub
contractor, and also to record (c) the output sub
contracted to other building and civil engineering firms 
(including labour-only sub-contractors). In national 
totals, (c) minus (b) will provide an estimate of sub
contracted construction work not carried out by the 
100,000 firms on the common DOE/BSO Register.

For the employment approach, it is hoped during 1974 
to conduct a voluntary pilot survey of firms, to see if a 
direct assessment can be made of the total employment on 
sites.
(b) Price deflators
The methods for compiling price deflators for the current 
value output data are being overhauled. Research is 
already in progress, in order to extend the system of tender 
prices to as many sectors of the industry as the availability 
of data may allow. Further research is also planned to 
compile a sub-set of ‘price to client* output indices for 
different types of work (building and civil engineering 
groups) of the sort now used (see section 11 (d)) to 
deflate total output of new work. This research programme 
will be a lengthy process, and any new tender-based 
system that may be developed would involve expensive 
data-capturing processes. The extension of the ‘price to 
client* output system would be less costly to keep going, 
because it makes use of data already available in summary 
form, but there is some doubt as to whether some of the 
key items can be collected with sufficient regularity and 
reliability to obtain significantly better estimates of short- 
period up-to-date movements in the price index than those 
obtained by current methods.

f*‘ l

r:

74

•  It

<

r ui >



r .

P«t scricff'IJ "ill also C

iion as

'  . "'ainiai„> TIk
« new

bill cve1,’̂ “'i"g Ihclable
® IbE oid';i!I'’"’Pl'ag>"6b a mI
" '‘mber o lf, f “"'ber

Office «e
will only' of

. “IT"' A lwo.p,o„̂ S 
! f ‘̂ ' “ 'oniitiairof^

of ocipol andoP'oyn'enl and co^n j

6 made in the new series of
"  0 be earned out from

of 1974). This annuS
L f^partnicni of ihc 
Slaiislics Office as pan of
statistics launched by the
■ at the beginning of 1969.
lis annual census to record
distinguishing betmn(a)
tractor and (b) as a sub-
ord (c) the output sub-
ind civil engineering firms
:ontraciors}. In national
ivide an estimate of sub-
: not carried out by the
DOE/BSO Register.
eh, it is hoped during 1974 
;urvey of firms, to see if a
o f i h e  total employment on

(c) Construction output by establishments not classified to 
construction

in total, including the self-employed and working 
principals.

In addition to the public utilities referred to in section II 
(c) above, there are other organisations in the public 
sector (for example, hospital boards) and in the private 
industrial and commercial sectors which do construction 
work (mainly repair and maintenance) but their output is 
classified to another manufacturing or service indust^ in 
cases where their construction activity does not constitute 
a separate ‘establishment’. This ‘external’ construction 
output is excluded from the series published by the 
Department of the Environment, but it is hoped to extend 
the present range of information collected from other 
industries by including special ‘construction output’ 
questions on the relevant statistical enquiries conducted 
by the Business Statistics Office. At the present time, the 
only recent measure of the total of this external output is 
provided indirectly by the 1971 Census of Population 
tables which recorded about 100,(XX) construction 
occupation workers who were not employed in the 
construction industry, or about five per cent of the current 
DOE estimate of nearly two million construction workers

1 "
VI. The burden of form-filliog

The Government Statistical Service has a duty to keep to 
a minimum the burden of form-filling imposed upon firms 
by their programme of statistical enquiries, and also to 
keep down the public administrative costs involved in 
collecting and analysing statistics. It is for these reasons 
that construction output statistics are collected on a 
sample basis for three out of four quarters in the year, 
and the sample for these and other enquiries are designed 
so that small firms have a very low chance of selection. 
Even for the annual October census, a high proportion 
of small firms are sent only a simple form. The endeavours 
to bridge by supplementary surveys the serious gaps 
(particularly regarding the output and numbers of self- 
employed) in the series of construction statistics must 
involve some increases in form-filling burdens for a 
sample of firms, and every effort is being made by the 
Government Statistical Service to avoid any unnecessary 
additions.
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APPENDIX I

Estimates of unrecorded employment and output

Employment
The 1961, 1966 and 1971 Population Census tables 
include statistics of the total numbers of self-employed 
construction workers in Great Britain, and the DOE 
annual censuses have produced figures for the total 
number of ‘working principals’ (and other self-employed) 
included in the returns collected from the 70,000 firms on 
the register. The special enquiry of April 1972, sent to the
30.000 firms discovered from the Post Office ‘Yellow 
Pages’ directories and other sources, gave estimates of 
about 100,000 in employment, of which the majority who 
are engaged in the very small ‘supply and fix’ firms are 
assumed to be nearer to self-employed than to being 
employees. The difference between population and DOE 
census figures gave an up-to-date estimate of self-employed 
missing from the register, and the April 1972 special 
enquiry gave a rough guide to the number of operatives 
employed by small firms. The series of total self- 
employedfrom 1963 to 1972 was obtained by interpolating 
between 1961 and 1966 and between 1966 and 1971 with 
the help of insurance card counts (Department of Health 
and Social Security) and by extrapolating to 1972 on the 
assumption of a continuing increase in the numbers of 
self-employed—the 1966 to 1971 increase being about
100.000 or an average of 20,000 per year(^).

The totals for numbers of missing workers (including 
employees in the missing firms) were sub-divided into:

(a) firms with two or more total employed (self- 
employed and their employees);

(b) one-man firms (all self-employed);
(c) self-employed labour-only sub-contractors;

(a) and (b) were based mainly on the April 1972 special 
enquiry, and for 1972 the estimates obtained were as 
follows:

(a) firms with two or more total employed (self- 
employed and their employees)—80,000 workers 
{of which 50 per cent self-employed and 50 per 
cent employees);

(b) one-man firms (all self-employed)—80,000 
workers;

(c) self-employed labour-only sub-contractors— 
105,000 workers.

Total of (a), (b) and (c)—265,000 workers {of which
40.000 employees).

The 225,000 self-employed, added to 105,000 self- 
employed covered by the existing DOE register, totals
330.000 self-employed for 1972. For earlier years, the 
proportion of labour-only to missing ‘firms’ is assumed 
to have increased progressively since 1966, the year in 
which SET was introduced.
Output
The methods for estimating the 1972 output of missing 
firms and labour-only were, briefly, as follows:
(a) For the firms with two or more total employed, output 
per total employed (operatives, office staff, and working
(*) In practice, the 1971 ‘unrecorded total’ was adjusted slightly 

downwards, with a smoothing effect on the subsequent output
senes.

principals) was taken to be the same as for the average for 
firms on the main register, that is, about £4,700 per 
person employed. This figure was 10 per cent below the 
estimate (based only on one quarter's output) obtained 
directly from the April 1972 special enquiry of the 30,000 
‘new’ firms, possibly because these first-time respondents 
had mistakenly included some of the value of work done 
for them by their sub-contractors. The current value 1972 
output of £376 million (80,000 workers x £4,700) was 
sub-divided into types of work (new housing, repairs, etc.) 
from the results of the April 1972 special enquiry for 
firms with two or more total employed. These current 
values were deflated to constant (1970) prices by using the 
DOE indices of the cost of new construction for new 
private housing, for total new work and for repairs and 
maintenance. For 1963 to 1971, the deflated output per 
total employment ratios for 1972 were discounted 
retrogressively by assuming that the output/employment 
ratio for new work had a steady upward trend of 4 per 
cent per year and for repairs and maintenance of 2 per 
cent per year. These discount factors were in effect the 
medium-term trends implied in the deflated series for 
recorded output. The constant price output figures for 
these pre-1972 years were obtained by multiplying the 
ratio of output per total employed by theestimatesof total 
employment for these firms with two or more total 
employed and the series was reflated to current prices by 
using the above-mentioned DOE cost indices.
(b) For the one-man firms, 1972 output per total employed 
was taken to be 85 per cent of the ratio for tjie firms 
with two or more total employed, using recorded 
evidence by size of firm. The procedure from then 
onwards was exactly the same as for the firms with two or 
more total employed, except that in this case the sub
classification by type of work was based on the April 1972 
results for the one-man firms.
(c) For the self-employed labour-only sub-contractors, 
the estimate of the 1972 total employment (105,000) was 
multiplied by the 1972 ratio of recorded output {less 
estimated value of materials used) per total recorded 
employed. The current value so obtained was sub
classified in the absence of any reliable statistics on the 
assumption that one-half was on private housing work, 
one-fifth on housing repairs and maintenance and the 
remainder divided equally between public housing, 
private industrial and private commercial new work. 
These 1972 current price output per total employed figures 
were linked back to earlier years by applying the Depart
ment of Employment’s index of average earnings 
(construction industry), raised to total output at current 
prices by multiplying by the estimated numbers of 
‘labour-only’ each year, and deflated to a constant price 
series by the DOE cost indices.

Note on the validity o f the assumptions
The series for unrecorded numbers was based on the 
population census bench-marks, and was lower than 
might be inferred from the 1972/3 total of Inland Revenue 
Tax Exemption Certificates Issued to building sub
contractors under the provisions of the 1972 Finance Act.
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An appraisal o f this difference may be feasible when more 
evidence  ̂is available, as the scheme proceeds, on ^births' 
and ^deaths' of certificates in use, but there is no doubt 
that there must be and have always been many thousands 
of employees, in the construction and in other industries, 
who work in their spare time (if only during the occa
sional Saturday) on certified subcontracted work, as well 
as direct for householders. This *occasional spare time* 
work, probably mainly o f the repair and maintenance 
semi-skilled type, is not included in the new series of

unrecorded output. The omission is unlikely to be 
important enough to have more than a trivial effect upon 
the indices of total construction output. The same may be 
claimed for the effects o f other assumptions, with the 
added assurance that some of these may have led to 
compensating errors. Nevertheless, there have been 
enough ‘guesstimating* stages in this series fully to 
justify the implementation as quickly as possible o f the 
proposed sets o f checks and revisions outlined in the 
main body of this

APPENDIX II

Definition of the construction industry

Although there have been some changes over the years in the Standard industrial Classification o f the construction 
industries, the figures o f output and employment collected by the Department o f the Environment (formerly by the 
Ministry o f Public Building and Works) have not been affected to any important extent by such changes. The building 
and civil engineering operations covered by SIC Order XX (1968 Revision) arc as follows:

‘Erecting and repairing buildings of all types. Constructing and repairing roads and bridges; erecting steel and 
reinforced concrete structures; other civil engineering work such as laying sewers, gas or water mains, and electricity 
cables, erecting overhead lines and line supports and aerial masts, extracting coal from open cast workings, etc. 
The building and civil engineering establishments of government departments, local authorities and new town 
corporations and commissions are included. On-site industrialised building is also included. Establishments special
ising in demolition work or in sections o f construction work such as asphalting, electrical wiring, flooring, glazing, 
installing heating and ventilating apparatus, painting, plastering, plumbing, roofing. The hiring of contractors’ plant 
and scaffolding is included.*

Standard Industrial Classification, Revised 1968 (HMSO)

Construction work carried out by employees of gas, electricity and water undertakings is included in Order XXI.
The output o f building operatives employed by private firms outside the construction industry to carry out work oq 

own establishment is included only if the firms have a separate building department.
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APPENDIX III

Construction output: Great Britain
Comparisons between previously published and revised series

TABLE 1 £ million at current prices Indices at constant (1970) prices

Previously
Published
serics(‘)

Revised series

Previously
published
scriesC)

Revised series

Recorded output(*)
Unrecorded

Total
including

unrecorded
Recorded

output
Total

including
unrecordedContraclon Direct

labour Total Contractors Direct
labour Total

1963 ..J 2,637 473 3,110 2,637 391 3,028 239 3,267 87-0 86-5 82-7

1964 .J 3.092 522 3,614 3,065 424 3,489 290 3,779 96*9 94-7 90-9

1965 . ] 3,302 548 3,851 3,320 446 3,766 346 4,112 99-1 98-2 95-0

1966 .J 3,450 589 4,039 3,476 479 3,954 407 4,361 99-8 98-8 96-6

1967 . ] 3,654 653 4,307 3,685 512 4,198 439 4,637 103-7 102-2 100-0

1968 .J 3,881 688 4,569 3,951 532 4,483 493 4,976 105-9 104-9 103-1

1969 . ] 3,993 705 4,697 4,088 539 4,627 548 5,175 103-5 102-0 101-9

1970 . ] 4,187 747 4,933 4,302 577 4,879 633 5,512 1000 100-0 1000

1971 . ] 4,588 847 5.435 4,71 L 634 5,345 776 6,121 101-9 101-3 102-5

1972 . ] 5,095 971 6,066 5.389 699 6,088 962 7,050 I0I-8 102-8 1050

Noic: Direct labour output relates to construction work carried out by labour directly employed by public authorities. In the revised scries the 
figures omit such output if not classified under the construction industry (SIC, 1968 edition).

(‘) To 1971, as published in the quarterly Housing and Construction Statistics (issues No. 1 to No. 4), but converted from 1963=100 to 
1970=100.

O  See Table 2 for more detailed sub*cIassifications.

TABLE 2

Construction output(^): Great Britain
Revised series 

At current prices
£ million

(*) Output by contractors and by the direct labour departments of public authorities classified to Construction (Order XX) in the 1968 Standard 
Industrial Classification.

(*) Including house improvement work.
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