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Hello from ESCoE.  

It has been a challenging period for many since our last newsletter back in March when the impacts of the 
Covid-19 pandemic were only just becoming apparent. That newsletter included news about events that 
we and others necessarily had to cancel. Six months on, we are delighted to be able to share the latest 
news on a full programme, reflecting how ESCoE has flexed its approach to the new circumstances.  

Like so many others this year, we have had to find new ways of working, from accessing secure data 
remotely to the collection of new research data and everything in between. We have fortunately been able 
to keep most of our research projects moving forward as well as developing new ones to address issues 
arising with the pandemic. Thanks to the availability of suitable online platforms, our Conference on 
Economic Measurement 2020 is going ahead, in full, this week. We have produced a brand new ESCoE 
website, launched today; contributed to the establishment of the new ESRC funded Productivity Institute; 
secured UKRI Covid-19 funding for new data collections and research with the University of Nottingham; 
launched a new Covid-19 economic measurement webinar series that has reached audiences old and 
new; and published a number of new research papers. Please read on to find out more about our 
activities.  

We all look forward to the day when we are able to meet friends and colleagues in person again. Until 
then, keep in touch and stay safe.  

As always, if you have any material that you would like to include in upcoming editions please let us know 
via the contact details below.  

Best wishes, Rebecca Riley  

Director, Economic Statistics Centre of Excellence  



Conference on Economic Measurement 2020 /  
  
2020 sees a remarkable first for ESCoE, a 
completely online annual conference taking place 
between 16-18 September.  

As many of you will be aware, we, in partnership 
with the Office for National Statistics, were due to 
return to the excellent facilities of King's Business 
School for EM2020. Covid-19, social distancing 
rules and travel restrictions all of course meant that 
these plans had to be shelved. While there is no 
substitute that could ever completely replicate the 
experience of a traditional conference and the 

opportunities they provide for meeting colleagues in person, we are however very pleased to be able to 
host this year's conference on a virtual platform.  

We've done our best to recreate at least something of the experience of physically attending a conference. 
Our virtual conference space includes lecture rooms where attendees can access a comprehensive 
programme of live plenary, panel, contributed, Covid-19 and special sessions. Attendees will also be able 
to visit our conference poster exhibition and engage directly with other attendees and speakers via 
dedicated direct messaging and topic chatroom functions.  

For more information and to register, please visit our conference homepage.  

New ESCoE website /  
  
We've been very busy over the summer working 
on a brand new website for ESCoE. Since our 
establishment in 2017, our existing site has served 
us well and attracted many visitors. Time, however, 
never stands still. Over the past years, a significant 
amount of ESCoE research has been undertaken, 
outputs produced and impacts made. 
Subsequently we have new stories to tell about the 
work of ESCoE, our achievements to date and our 
plans for the future. We felt the time was right for a 
new look and an approach that would better 
showcase the centre’s activities. All of us at 

ESCoE are excited to be able to share this new site with you. Please take the time to have a look, to 
explore through the new pages and to share with interested colleagues.  

https://em2020.vfairs.com/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/


Productivity Institute /  

We are very proud to be a partner in the new £32m 
Productivity Institute funded by the UKRI Economic 
and Social Research Council (ESRC) led by the 
University of Manchester's Alliance Manchester 
Business School. Launched earlier this month, this 
new institute is an important concerted, 
coordinated effort to address the UK's 'productivity 
puzzle'. Bringing together an extensive and diverse 
group of researchers, it will boost our 
understanding of the different drivers of 
productivity, helping people and businesses 
produce and earn more in every area of our 
economy.  

ESCoE will contribute to the Productivity Institute 
with a major research theme on Productivity 
Measurement & Methods led by ESCoE Director 
Rebecca Riley and Professor Mary O'Mahony 
(King’s College London and ESCoE). In this theme 
we consider how new modes of value creation 
challenge traditional empirical approaches to 
unravelling the sources of growth and its 
distribution and develop new data infrastructure, in 
collaboration with ONS and the Data Science 
Campus and the Institute’s own new Productivity 
Lab.  

Look out for more details coming soon from Rebecca and Mary.  

 
New ESCoE research with University of Nottingham /  

  
We've been successful in securing £804,000 of funding from 
the UKRI (June 2020 – November 2021) for a new ESCoE 
Research project 'COVID-19: Measuring the effects of 
Covid-19 on businesses and the UK economy'. This project 
will utilise a wealth of data, including from our Management 
and Expectations Survey 2020 carried out in collaboration 
with ONS (about which you can read more here). We are 
still at the outset of this project, which also includes Decision 

Maker Panel data collected by the Bank of England. When we have further details, we will make these 
available on the ESCoE website.  

https://www.alliancembs.manchester.ac.uk/research/productivity/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/projects/developing-firm-level-micro-data-for-productivity-analysis/


IARIW-ESCoE Conference on Intangible Capital /  
  
The International Association for Research in 
Income and Wealth (IARIW), in partnership with 
ESCoE, is hosting a conference on the 
measurement of intangible investments and their 
implications for growth and productivity at King’s 
College London, 24-25 June 2021. The main aim 
of the conference is to bring together academics, 
statisticians, policymakers and other data users, 
interested in the measurement of intangibles, to 
take forward an agenda for understanding  
the importance of these rapidly growing 
investments.  

Proposals for papers are invited ahead of the 31 
October 2020 deadline. Selected papers from the 

conference will be published in a supplementary issue of the Review of Income and Wealth.  

More details can be found here.  

'Modelling with Big Data & Machine Learning' Conference /  
  
The Bank of England, Federal Reserve Board and 
King’s College London are inviting submissions to 
its annual analytics conference 'Modelling with Big 
Data & Machine Learning'. This year’s theme looks 
into how novel data sources and modelling 
approaches, like those from machine learning and 
natural language processing, can be used to 
measure economic instability, for example in the 
wake of the Covid-19 pandemic. The conference 
will take place 4-6 November 2020 and  
aims to connect leading academics from different 
fields with economic policymakers to stimulate 

interdisciplinary discourse and improve decision 
making processes.  

The deadline for submissions has been extended to 21 September 2020.  

More information including registration and event logistics is available here.  

Covid-19 Webinars /  
  
With the onset of the Covid-19 pandemic earlier 
this year we launched a new series, the 'ESCoE 
Covid-19 Economic Measurement Webinars', to 
share some of the latest leading research on 
measuring the economy during the Covid-19 
pandemic. From our first webinar with Jonathan 
Athow (Deputy National Statistician and Director 
General, Economic Statistics, Office for National 
Statistics) and onwards, we saw record audiences 
attend our new series from around the UK and 

https://www.escoe.ac.uk/call-for-papers-iariw-escoe-conference/
https://www.bankofengland.co.uk/events/2020/november/modelling-with-big-data-and-machine-learning-measuring-economic-instability


overseas. Video recordings of the full webinar series, along with the presentation slides, are available on 
our website, and you can watch (or re-watch) them at any time:  

Jonathan Athow (Office for National Statistics) 'Meeting the challenge of measuring the economy through 
the Covid-19 pandemic'  

Kevin Fox (University of New South Wales) 'Measuring real consumption and CPI bias under lockdown 
conditions'  

Pawel Adrjan (Indeed) 'What can online data tell us about the labour market?' 

Thomas Crossley (European University Institute) 'The Understanding Society Covid-19 Web Survey' 

Vasco Carvalho (University of Cambridge) 'Tracking the Covid-19 crisis with high-resolution transaction 
data' 

Juan Mateos Garcia (Nesta) 'Measuring the economic impact of Covid-19 in the UK with business website 
data' 

Look out for announcements on webinars planned for later this autumn.  

ESCoE Publications /  

Since our last newsletter in March, we've 
published ten papers as part of our Discussion 
Papers series and a further three as part of our 
Technical Reports series. For all papers click here.  

'Immigration Stocks and Flows, APS and Electoral 
Register Data' (ESCoE DP 2020-13) by Augustin 
de Coulon, Richmond Egyei and Jonathan 
Wadsworth  

'The Impact of GDP Data Revisions on Identifying 
and Predicting UK Recessions' (ESCoE DP 
2020-12) by Ana Beatriz Galvão and Amit Kara  

'Telecoms Deflators: A Story of Volume and Revenue Weights' (ESCoE DP 2020-11) by Mo Abdirahman, 
Diane Coyle, Richard Heys and Will Stewart  

'Valuing Goods Online and Offline: The Impact of Covid-19' (ESCoE DP 2020-10) by Diane Coyle and 
David Nguyen  

'UK Interregional Trade Estimation: Estimates of Trade between Northern Ireland, Scotland, Wales and 
England' (ESCoE DP 2020-09) by Alastair Greig, Mairi Spowage and Graeme Roy  

'UK Regions in Global Value Chains' (ESCoE DP 2020-08) by Pieter Ijtsma and Bart Los 

'Computationally Efficient Inference in Large Bayesian Mixed Frequency VARs' (ESCoE  
DP 2020-07) by Deborah Gefang, Gary Koop and Aubrey Poon 
 
'Real-time Probabilistic Nowcasts of UK Quarterly GDP Growth using a Mixed-Frequency 
Bottom-up Approach' (ESCoE DP 2020-06) by Ana Beatriz Galvão and Marta Lopresto 

'Real-time Turning Point Indicators: Review of Current International Practices' (ESCoE DP  
2020-05) by Cyrille Lenoël and Garry Young  

https://www.escoe.ac.uk/events/meeting-the-challenge-of-measuring-the-economy-through-the-covid-19-pandemic/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/events/measuring-real-consumption-and-cpi-bias-under-lockdown-conditions/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/events/what-can-online-data-tell-us-about-the-labour-market/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/events/the-understanding-society-covid-19-web-survey/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/events/tracking-the-covid-19-crisis-with-high-resolution-transaction-data/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/events/measuring-the-economic-impact-of-covid-19-in-the-uk-with-business-website-data/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/research/publications/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/immigration-stocks-and-flows-aps-and-electoral-register-data/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/the-impact-of-gdp-data-revisions-on-identifying-and-predicting-uk-recessions/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/telecoms-deflators-a-story-of-volume-and-revenue-weights/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/valuing-goods-online-and-offline-the-impact-of-covid-19/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/uk-interregional-trade-estimation-estimates-of-trade-between-northern-ireland-scotland-wales-and-england/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/uk-regions-in-global-value-chains/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/computationally-efficient-inference-inlarge-bayesian-mixed-frequency-vars/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/real-time-probabilistic-nowcasts-of-uk-quarterly-gdp-growth-using-a-mixed-frequency-bottom-up-approach/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/real-time-turning-point-indicators-review-of-current-international-practices/


'Productivity Growth and Global Value Chain Participation in the Digital Age' (ESCoE DP 2020-04) by 
Claudio Battiati, Cecilia Jona-Lasinio and Silvia Sopranzetti  

'The CBI Suite of Business Surveys' (ESCoE TR 08) by Kevin Lee, Michael Mahony and Paul Mizen  

'Outlier Detection Methodologies for Alternative Data Sources' (ESCoE TR 07) by Janine Boshoff, Xuxin 
Mao and Garry Young  

'Estimates of Regional GDP in Great Britain in 1935 and 1938' (ESCoE TR 06) by Frank Geary and Tom 
Stark  

!

https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/productivity-growth-and-global-value-chain-participation-in-the-digital-age/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/the-cbi-suite-of-business-surveys-tr-08/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/outlier-detection-methodologies-for-alternative-data-sources-international-review-of-current-practices/
https://www.escoe.ac.uk/publications/estimates-of-regional-gdp-in-great-britain-in-1935-and-1938/

