
OECD HORIZONTAL PROJECT 

“STRATEGIC POLICIES FOR 

SUSTAINABLE INFRASTRUCTURE” 

ESCoE Conference on Economic Measurement 

Session on “The Challenges of Measuring Infrastructure” 

September 17, 2020 

 

Peter van de Ven 

Head of National Accounts 

OECD 



A number of challenges: 

• Current infrastructure 

investment far below what is 

needed for growth and pressing 

global challenges 

• Sustainable infrastructure is 

complex, long-term by nature,   

and involves numerous risks     

and stakeholders 

• Policymakers need to move 

beyond the traditional silo-ed 

approach 

Infrastructure challenges and OECD response 

A cross-cutting, multidisciplinary and 

coordinated OECD response: 

 

Strategic Policies for Sustainable 

Infrastructure 

 ensure infrastructure meets its 

economic, environmental, social, and 

development objectives, and 

 address emerging challenges and 

issues 

 



Main areas of current OECD work on sustainable 

infrastructure 

Resilience 
 

 
Low-carbon 

transition and 
adaptation 

 
 

 
Regional 

disparities and 
cities 

 
 

Technology & 
innovation 

Inclusiveness & 
accessibility 

Governance & 
decision-making 

Mobilising 
finance 

Over  100 

projects and 

activities 



Key deliverables 

New OECD 

Recommendation 

on the Governance 

of Infrastructure 

(July 2020) 

Delivering Quality  

Infrastructure: 

Implementation 

Handbook 

(December 2020)  

A tool to assist 

governments to invest in 

infrastructure projects in a 

way that is cost effective, 

affordable and trusted by 

investors, citizens and 

other stakeholders 

Implementation 

guidance on delivering 

sustainable infrastructure, 

with  case studies and 

examples 

Compendium of 

Good Practices for 

Quality 

Infrastructure 

Investment 

(October 2020) 

Compilation of existing 

good practices across 

OECD Committees to 

support the implementation 

of quality infrastructure   



• A compilation, consolidation and distillation 

of the collective knowledge of the OECD on 

quality infrastructure 

• Incorporates more 340 good practices and 

measures within the OECD 

• Drawn from across a wide range of OECD 

standards and guidance (50+) 

• Representing the work of 20 OECD substantive 

committees and their subsidiary bodies 

• Aligned with, and will support, the G20 Principles 

for Quality Infrastructure Investment 

OECD Compendium (forthcoming, October) 



• OECD Working Paper “Do sound infrastructure governance and 

regulation affect productivity growth? New Insights from firm level data” 

(see https://doi.org/10.1787/410535403555) 

• “G20/OECD Report on the collaboration with institutional investors and 

asset managers: investor proposals and the way forward” (see 

http://www.oecd.org/finance/g20-collaboration-with-institutional-

investors-and-asset-managers-on-infrastructure.htm), circulated to G20 

Finance Ministers 

• Infrastructure governance reviews: Argentina (May), Spain (forthcoming) 

• Various notes on infrastructure in light of COVID-19 developments (see 

OECD COVID-19 Hub: www.oecd.org/coronavirus) 

Selected recent deliverables and other work (2020) 
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• Defining “infrastructure”, to support policy discussion, collection of 

information on relevant projects, and compilation of internationally 

comparable statistics at macro-level: 

– Focus on transport-related infrastructure? 

– Broader definition, also capturing e.g. IT-related infrastructure, 

energy-related infrastructure, and/or other types of infrastructure? 

• Collecting available national data on investments in infrastructure, 

repetition of exercise conducted a couple of years ago 

• Project of the International Transport Forum (ITF), to develop 

Transport Satellite Accounts 

Direct involvement of statistics 



 

Thank you for your attention! 

 

 

 

 

 

  


