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Perspectives from Asia and the 
Pacific



58 countries in the region
Heterogeneous 
Two thirds of world population
All but three countries are ‘developing’
Disaster-prone

Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific



https://www.unescap.org/covid19/policy-responses





Bhutan

• Small country in the 
Himalayas

• Least Developed Country

• Around 750,000 people
• Tourism an important growth sector for 

Bhutan

• 16% of workforce employed in tourism

• Total ban on foreign tourists since March 
2020, and likely to continue

• Survey conducted 2-15 April 2020



• Understand the impact of 
Covid-19 on tourism on 
businesses and individuals

• Understand vulnerability and 
coping capacity of affected 
individuals

• 5 districts covered

• 9 subsectors covered

• Sample size: 1320

• High response rate: 97.3% (1285)

• Phone interviews

Bhutan



• 32% of employees had lost 
their job or were on leave 
without pay

• 17% of affected households 
had no savings or other 
means of subsistence

• 87% of business owners 
had dept and 44% of them 
were not able to pay the 
next monthly installment

• Multidimensional Vulnerability Index for 
Tourism (MVI-T) 
Income Loss, Coping Strategy, Loss of 
Livelihood, Food Security, Limited 
Savings, Indebtedness, Vulnerable Household 
Members and Tourism Dependent

• Over 80 per cent of respondents were found 
to be deprived in at least three vulnerability 
indicators simultaneously

Bhutan



How COVID-19 
is transforming 
statistics in 
Asia-Pacific

Regional 
dialogue and 
knowledge 
exchange



Voices of statisticians in Asia-Pacific

Asia-Pacific Committee on 
Statistics

• Chief Statisticians
• Met 26-28 August 2020
• 39 countries and 22 

international organizations
• 245 participants

Regional Programme on 
Economic Statistics 

• Heads of economic statistics 
departments of 24 countries 
in the Steering Group

• Met 19 June 2020

Increased 
demand for 

economic and 
financial statistics, 

trade, tourism, 
prices, 

employment, …
Changes in 

data 
collection 

mechanismsMomentum 
for big data 
usage for 

more timely 
statistics

Momentum 
for 

modernizing 
data 

dissemination
Opportunity 
to get new 
customers

Opportunity 
for new 

partnerships

Increased 
demand 

for training 
to ensure 
business 

continuity

Relevance, 
timeliness and 
frequency at 
the cost of 
accuracy?



1. Household surveys and COVID-19
2. Rapid assessment surveys
3. CRVS and COVID-19
4. Census and COVID-19
5. COVID-19 Data Portal
6. COVID-19 and death registrations

7. Subnational population estimates
8. Land cover change
9. Human resources in NSOs
10. Accounting for integrated statistics
11. Big Data
12. 50 years of SIAP
13. Data Integration



Rapid assessment surveys, 8th June 2020

Participants: 132
Countries: 34

Exchanging experiences and lessons from conducting 
rapid assessment surveys of both households and 
businesses

Hosted by ESCAP, ILO and UNICEF

 Speakers: Australian Bureau of Statistics, Thailand 
National Statistics Office, International Labour
Organisation, World Bank



What were 
people 
asking 
about?  -
design issues

• How to ensure coverage of businesses? How to 
include informal sector like hawkers etc.?

• For countries without a good statistical business 
register what's the advice on conducting rapid 
surveys of businesses?

• What modes of collection are being used? 



What were 
people 
asking 
about?  -
phone 
surveys

• What are the major challenges in doing the 
surveys by phone?

• How to ensure data accuracy in phone 
surveys? How to validate the phone survey?

• Have there been any issues with accessing 
phone numbers for establishments?

• How can private firms get access to telephone 
records (if outsourced)?

• What kind of phone register number do you 
have? Mobile phone or fixed line phone?

• Do phone-based surveys require amendments 
to legal frameworks of NSOs?



What were 
people asking 
about?  -
sample sizes 
and response 
rates

• Optimum sample sizes
• What is an acceptable sub-sample size for 

already very small sampling frames like those 
found in Pacific Island Countries? 

• What is the non-response strategy?  How 
to deal with low expected response rate

• The smaller the sample the greater the 
challenge in addressing confidentiality issues. 
How can small countries overcome this?

• What is an acceptable response rate for rapid-
assessment surveys?



And an 
appeal:
“Partner with 
NSOs when 
doing rapid 
assessment 
surveys”



Thank you…. 
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