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About the Office for National Statistics

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) is the Government Agency responsible for compiling, 
analysing and disseminating many of the United Kingdom's economic, social and demographic 
statistics, including the retail prices index, trade figures and labour market data, as well as the 
periodic census of the population and health statistics. The Director of ONS is also Head of the 
Government Statistical Service (GSS) and Registrar-General in England and Wales and the 
agency carries out all statutory registration of births, marriages and deaths there.

Editorial policy statement

The Office for National Statistics works in partnership with others in the Government Statistical 
Service to provide Parliament, government and the wider community with the statistical informa
tion, analysis and advice needed to improve decision-making, stimulate research and Inform 
debate. It also registers key life events. It aims to provide an authoritative and impartial picture of 
society and a window on the work and performance of government, allowing the impact of 
government policies and actions to be assessed.

Information services

For general enquiries about official statistics, please contact the National Statistics Public Enquiry 
Service on the following telephone numbers:

Business Statistics 
Textphone (Minicom) 

Economic Statistics 
Social Statistics 

Textphone (Minicom)

01633 812973 
01633 812399 
0207 533 6363 / 6364 
0207 533 6262 
0207 533 6260

Alternatively write to the National Statistics Public Enquiry Service, Zone DG/18,1 Drummond Gate, 
London, SW1V 2QQ. Fax 0207 533 6261 or e-mail info@ons.gov.uk

Most National Statistics publications are published by The Stationery Office and can be obtained 
from The Publications Centre, P.O. Box 276, London. SW8 5DT. Tel 0870 600 5522 
or fax 0870 600 5533.

National Statistics may also be contacted on the Internet at http://www.ons.gov.uk

Crown copyright 1999. Published with the permission of the Office for National Statistics
on behalf of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office.

If you wish to reproduce any items in this publication, contact the ONS Copyright Manager, 
Zone B1/09,1 Drummond Gate, London, SW1V 2QQ. Tel 0207 533 5674, tax 0207 533 5685

or e-mail copyright@ons.gov.uk
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