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The Overseas Development Administration
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R. M. Allen, Chief Statistician, Overseas Development Administration

The history of the Overseas Development Adminis- Aid Statistics Group
tration (ODA) is comparatively short. It begins in The group consists of a Statistician, two Senior Assist- 
October 1964 when a Ministry of Overseas Develop- ant Statisticians/Assistant Statisticians plus seven sup-
ment (ODM) was established to bring together the 
functions of the Department of Technical Cooperation, 
established in 1961, and the overseas aid functions of

port staff headed by an Higher Executive Officer and 
located at Abercrombie House, East Kilbride. The 
prime purpose of the group is to provide statistics of,  I -  - - -  I --------------i ------------------------------- ------- A u  i . v /  o t a t i ; M i C d  \ J l

the Foreign, Commonwealth and Colonial Offices. In the financial flows between Britain and the developing 
November 1979 the responsibilities of the Minister of countries for which ODA has responsibility and num-

bers of personnel and trainees funded from the aid
programme. For some purposes, however, they have 

and today the ODA is a part of the Foreign and to incorporate information relating to other flows to
Commonwealth Office (FCO). and from developing countries i.e. those of the private

It IS responsible, in consultation with other Depart
ments, for the formulation and implementation of

Overseas Development were transferred to the Sec
retary of State for Foreign and Commonwealth Affairs

sector and any other official flows for which other
government departments are responsible. A major 

British policies to help the economic and social develop- influence on the way in which the systems for aid 
ment of less developed countries. To this end it is
therefore responsible for the management of the expen
diture on aid which at present amounts to a little over 
£1.3 billion. In broad terms ODA consists of sections 
with direct responsibility for aid policy and the manage
ment of the programme, including relations with those 
international agencies through which a substantial pro

statistics have developed has been the reporting require
ments of the Development Assistance Committee 
(DAC) of the Organisation for Economic Cooperation 
and Development (OECD) which have to a great extent 
been accepted by other international bodies as a stan
dard. The DAC reporting instructions were developed 
so that member countries could periodically review

portion of the programme is channelled; sections which together both the amount and nature of their contri-
provide general support such as Establishments and butions to aid programmes both bilateral and multilat-
Accounts; and professional and technical advisory eral. The preparation and subsequent maintenance of
groups. ODA Statistics Division, which is a part of the these instructions has been the work of the DAC 
Economic Service, has a dual role partly in the general
support area and partly as professional advisers.

In terms of staff numbers ODA has the smallest 
departmental unit within the Government Statistical 
Service (GSS) and has an annual budget of a little less 
than half a million pounds. Geographically, however, 
it must be by far the largest unit with, at present, its 
most distant member a Statistician based in the

Working Party on Statistical Problems of which the 
first Chairman was Mr C. H. Harvie who was the first 
Director of ODA Statistics Division.

On his retirement in 1969 he was succeeded by Mr W. 
L. Kendall, Chief Statistician at ODA who continued as 
Chairman until 1980 although he retired from the GSS 
in 1971. As a result of the strong British involvement 
in the work of the DAC Working Party many of the

Solomon Islands in the South Pacific. It is organised ODA practices were adopted but despite this it has 
m two groups which more or less correspond to its been found that the DAC reporting system is not
two roles. The Aid Statistics Group, which is much always the most appropriate form of aid statistics for
the larger in terms of total resources used, provides use within ODA or describing the overall British aid
detailed statistics of the aid programme. The Statistics effort to Parliament and the British public The Aid
Support Group provides professional advice to those Statistics Group have, therefore, developed a system
directly responsible for the management of the aid which enables ODA to report on the international basis 
programme; any advice that may be required on the to DAC, but also to compile its statistics which are
use of statistical methods within ODA; and statistical more appropriate to our own needs. The system has
information relating to developing countries. also been designed so that it can provide most of the

This is the seventh in a series o f articles on the structure and functions o f the Government Statistical
Service. The eighth in the series, on the Department o f  the Environment, will appear in the February 1986 
issue.
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special information which may be needed on an ad 
hoc basis. The development of this system is described
by Brian Hammond in ‘Changing from a manual to a
computer system-the lessons from aid statistics’ which 
was published in Statistical News earlier this year.*

The full detail of British Aid Statistics on the basis

There are also a few projects in which assistance goes 
beyond TC and includes equipment and local costs. For 
example, at present a major programme of agricultural 
surveys is being funded in Vanuatu which includes TC, 
a micro-computer system as well as survey equipment 
and the costs of local enumeration staff.

of DAC reporting directives is not published. Much of 
it is, however, used by the DAC in the preparation of

The main task of the Statistics Support Group which
is made up of three Statisticians and an Assistant

the Statistical Annex to Development Cooperation^ Statistician is to provide professional advice to those
which is the annual report by the Chairman of the responsible for the management of country pro-
DAC on the efforts and policies of member countries, grammes. All requests for assistance in the statistical
This also contains comparable information on the per- field are normally referred to the Division for comment

^  A  A  ^

formance of all member countries together with some ^ is important therefore that the members of the
information on that of multilateral agencies and non- Group should have experience of a wide range of the
OECD countries. different areas of statistical work as well as experience

The main source of information on the British pro
gramme is British Aid Statistics^ published by ODA

of developing countries. As well as general advice on
requests for assistance these members of the Group

Statistics Division each year, now at about the begin- often help to identify possible projects in developing
ning of July. Each edition contains detail of the per- countries. They have a major part to play in the
formance in the previous calendar year and for most recruitment of suitable British personnel to serve over
tables comparative information for the previous four seas and in the placing of national staff from overseas
years. The most commonly requested information is 
also included as a Statistical appendix to the annual 
review British Overseas Aid"̂  also prepared by ODA 
and published at about the middle of the year. Statistics 
of other donor’s aid, British aid on a financial year 
basis, as well as more detailed information on project 
aid and technical assistance are prepared and distribu
ted widely for internal use. These statistics could be 
made available on request to others with a need for 
them.

in suitable training institutions in the United Kingdom
or in third countries (developing only). Advice on
statistical computing, both hardware and software has
been provided by the Division for many years but
recently the demand for this has greatly increased
particularly in relation to micro-computers which are
being introduced very rapidly in many developing
countries.

A little more than half the aid programme is devoted
to bilateral assistance, the balance being channelled
through multilateral agencies particularly the United

Statistics Support Group Nations and its agencies, the World Bank Group and
Almost all of the bilateral part of the British Aid ‘^e European Communities. All these agencies also
programme is managed on a country basis and there
are, therefore, no funds specifically earmarked for aid

provide assistance to statistical development and mem
bers of the Division maintain close contacts with their

to the development of statistical services in developing
countries. There are, however, statistical elements in a

professional colleagues in them. These contacts ensure 
that the multilateral agencies are aware of British

number of country programmes. Some of these are experience and interests in the fields in which they are
solely concerned with the development of national and that we are aware of the plans _ and
statistical services, others are integral parts of projects
in other sectors. For example, a rural development

programmes of these agencies. Members of the Division 
will often represent the United Kingdom at inter

project in Zambia includes the collection and analysis national meetings concerned with the development of

of information for monitoring and evaluating it.
Most assistance to statistical development is in the

Statistical services of developing countries.

form of technical cooperation (TC) either the provision
Apart from representing United Kingdom interests 

attendance at such meetings is also one way for mem-
of British personnel on a short or long-term basis or bers of the Division to keep abreast of statistical

of awards to nationals from the developing countries
for training in the United Kingdom or occasionally in

developments in developing countries. Also to this end 
members of the Division will undertake short-term TC

other developing countries. In some cases TC includes
some minor items of equipment often referred to as

assignments lasting anything up to six weeks and may 
also lecture to overseas students on courses in the

 ̂ . r . j A . j 1 * • * ___ _ United Kingdom and on occasion elsewhere. There aretools of the trade. A recent development is that more rviu^u îii an^
TC personnel are being provided with micro-computers 
which are normally left in the developing country 
institutions when the need for external TC is over.

also opportunities for longer-term overseas service, 
usually for two or three years, under the Extended 
Home Base Scheme. This enables the Division to have
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a number of permanent GSS members in addition to of new initiatives for assistance in the population see
the home establishment. The number varies from time tor, and the subsequent monitoring of these are key
to time and at present one Statistician is in Zimbabwe elements of the work. In recent years there has been a
and one in the Solomon Islands.

Although ODA attempts to maintain a staff of Statis
ticians with a wide experience of statistical work in 
developing countries it is quite impossible for the Div
ision to meet all the demands made on it from its 
own resources. Often when ODA is unable to provide 
adequate advice or meet requests for TC personnel, 
help can be obtained from the rest of the GSS, thanks 
to the cooperation of other Directors of Statistics. At by short visits to developing countries which in total

growing awareness of the importance of population 
issues in the development process. As a result more 
attention has been given to the development of national 
policies and strategies.

In common with his colleagues in the Statistics Div
ision the Statistician in Health and Population Division 
must keep abreast of developments in his field of 
interest in developing countries. This is mainly achieved

amount to about two to three months annually. 
Although the proportion of the Population Adviser’s

the present time four Statisticians from other GSS 
Divisions are on loan to ODA for service overseas.

Although support for the development of overseas work with an explicit statistical content is not high-and
statistical services may be the major task of the Support is perhaps decreasing in the face of the changing
Group it also has an important, if secondary role, in demands for population assistance from developing 
providing support to other parts of ODA. This broadly 
falls into two areas. Firstly the Division is regarded by 
many departments as the main source of statistical 
information relating to developing countries. Secondly,

countries-the existing arrangement to base a Statis
tician in the advising group has advantages. For the 
Statistician it provides an opportunity to gain valuable 
insights using data in the planning, appraisal and moni-

advice is occasionally sought on the appropriate use of toring of population programmes and in policy formu- 
statistical methods by other departments for their own lation. For the advisory group the inclusion of a
work. For example, one statistican is advising Pensions Statistician provides a broader range of skills and 
Department on the use of sampling methods to forecast background experience, 
the total value of pension payments. Advice is also
increasingly being sought on the use of micro-com
puters for data processing and analysis. In this connec-

Tropical Development and Research Institute 
TDRI is one of the scientific units of the ODA. It was

tion some simple routines have been developed for the formed in 1983 when the Tropical Products Insitute
use of the Economic Advisors in their project appraisal (TPI) and Centre for Overseas Pest Research (COPR)
work.

Statistical work and GSS staff, however, are not 
limited to the Statistics Division and any accounts of

were amalgamated. Its purpose is to assist the develop
ing countries to obtain greater benefit from their renew
able national resources. One ODA Statistician is based

the work of the GSS in ODA would not be complete in the Marketing and Industrial Economic Department
without reference to the Health and Population Div- (MIED) of TDRI which is a continuation of the pre-
ision. Tropical Development and Research Institute vious arrangement with TPI which started a little more
f L a n d  Resources Development Centre than ten years ago. The Statistician has two main tasks.

Firstly to provide support to the economists in MIED 
who are engaged on market studies for the products 
of developing countries and in project appraisals. Sec-

(LRDC).

Health and Population Division 
For a number of years one Statistician has been outpos- ondly advice is provided to the Institute’s scientific
ted as a member of ODA’s population advisory staff. 
Originally the post was in the Population Bureau which 
was abolished in 1982. Since that date the Statistician 
has been based in the Health and Population Division 
which became responsible for the work previously 
undertaken by the Bureau. The population advisory 
group has responsibility for providing professional 
advice relevant to British assistance in the field of

staff in the design and analysis of their experiments.
The rapid growth in the use of micro-computers in 

developing countries for data management has also 
had an influence on the work of this Institute and on 
the advisory services required from the Statistician. 
For example, she has recently been to Khartoum to 
train local staff of the Sudanese Livestock and Meat 
Marketing Corporation as part of a wider TDRI pro

population. Its interests embrace a wide range of gramme of assistance to the corporation. The Statistics
population-related activities including population cen
suses; demographic studies and research; the provision 
of family planning services and population infor
mation; and education and women’s development pro-

Section of TDRI does not publish any statistics as 
such. However, it houses a comprehensive library of 
material relating to trade, production and prices of 
tropical products for its internal use. These can be

grammes. The identification, appraisal and formulation made available to the public on request.



Land Resources Development Centre
LRDC is also a scientific unit of the ODA providing 
technical assistance to developing countries normally

software to use. In other cases she is directly involved 
with home-based scientists, in the analysis of data using 
the Centre’s own micro-computer and mainframe link.

in the field of rural development. Its professional staff
are specialists in a number of disciplines such as agricul- Conclusion
ture, forestry, livestock production, hydrology and soil The relatively small number of Statisticians in ODA
science. They spend most of their time working in cover a very wide range of statistical work. There is
developing countries on long or short-term projects. 

About five years ago it was decided to base a GSS
however, a common thread in as much as they are all 
concerned with different aspects of economic and social

Statistician in LRDC to run the Data Management development in developing countries. This concern is
Unit which is responsible for computing services within
LRDC and for providing statistical and related advice 
to field teams engaged on project planning. The Statis-

exercised either by directly assisting in the development 
of overseas national statistical organisations or by 
advising others on professional matters related to devel-

tician is involved with projects from the initial plan- opment.
ning, in particular advising on the type and amount of
data to be collected, the appropriate sampling method
ology to be used and the choice of methods of analysis.

In some projects the field teams are undertaking the
data processing while overseas using micro-computers 
or locally accessible mainframes. In these cases the
Statistician will advise on appropriate hardware or
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The Tenth Conference of Commonwealth Statisticians, 
which was held at Nuffield College from 31 July to 9 
August 1985, was hosted by the Government of the 
United Kingdom and organised by the Central Statisti
cal Office (CSO) with the assistance of the Common
wealth Secretariat. It was attended by fifty three 
delegates, mainly heads of government statistical 
offices, from thirty nine Commonwealth countries as 
well as by observers from seven international organis
ations. This was the largest attendance at one of these

This short article is intended to impart some idea of 
the discussions; the full report of the Conference will 
be published in due course. Information will be given 
in Statistical News.

The opening address was given by Sir Crispin Tickell, 
Permanent Secretary of the ODA. He emphasised the 
critical part which statistics played in the work of 
government generally, and in economic and social 
development in particular. This usefully set the tone 
of the Conference which concentrated on issues of

conferences since they began in 1920, due in part to the practical significance rather than those of purely theor- 
financial assistance given to a number of participants by etical interest.
the Overseas Development Administration (ODA) and 
by the Commonwealth Foundation.

The discussions were organised around six broad 
topics: the statisticians’ market, statistics for develop-
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Past and present Directors of the Central Statistical Office at the Conference (left to right) Sir Harry Campion
(1941-1967), Sir John Boreham (1978-1985), Sir Claus Moser (1967-1978), Jack Hibbert (Present) at the opening 
banquet at the Conference
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ment, labour market statistics, new technology and 
statistics, integrated data collection, and technical co
operation. There were in all about fifty papers. The 
Conference Chairman was Jack Hibbert of the United

sharp distinction between time spent at, and away
from, work) might not be applicable. The relative 
merits of data collection through the population census, 
household sample surveys, business and

Kingdom, Head of the Government Statistical Service 
and Director of the Central Statistical Office, and 
the Chief Rapporteur was Leo Pujadas, Director of 
Statistics for Trinidad and Tobago. There was a Chair
man also for each of the six sessions and two additional

surveys,
administrative records were considered, with particular 
reference to the availability of reliable sampling frames 
and the special difficulties confronting small countries. 
The Conference agreed that more attention should be
given to the development of statistics for women.

Rapporteurs drawn from the United Kingdom Govern
ment Statistical Service.

There were specific problems in measuring the informal
sector, the extent and implications of illegal activities
and the contribution of apprentices. The International

The standard of the discussions was high and the Labour Organisation recommendations in this field
consensus was that the exchange of experience and were subjected to critical scrutiny.
ideas should prove of considerable value. On the topic 
of the statisticians’ market, the Conference expressed

Statistics on wage rates were used in some countries
for monitoring statutory minimum wages; and wages

concern that in some countries makers and executors and earnings statistics were deployed in examining
of policies were drifting away from dependence on
statistics and therefore ways should be found for woo-

poverty, though it was accepted that for this purpose 
statistics on the whole income distribution would be

ing them back. Even though the market could vary 
somewhat between countries, a common key part of the

more appropriate. The Conference agreed that there 
was no one source that could be regarded as the best

statistician’s product was analysis and interpretation. for obtaining data on wages as well as on total income.
Timely production and good communication were also Similar broad issues were examined in relation to
of critical importance. The Conference urged that stat- statistics on prices, where there were in addition special
isticians should avail themselves of marketing tech- difficulties in many countries in obtaining country-wide
niques to assess demand, indeed to promote their coverage, in deciding on the correct treatment for
products, even though the full requirements for ‘crisis goods sold illegally on the ‘black market’ and in updat-
management’ were not always foreseeable. The issue ing the weights that are used in compiling price indices.
of pricing gave rise to much debate leading to the view 
that the appropriate pricing policy would vary with
national circumstances. In almost all respects, the prob
lems of small developing countries were special and

The session on new technology was dominated by 
discussion of micro-computers, the introduction of 
which in many countries had resulted in vast improve
ments and had ‘liberated the statistician’. But there was

could generally be effectively tackled by the pooling of a clear warning from the Conference that statisticians
resources at the regional and sub-regional levels. should not be organising themselves around the new

On the topic of statistics for development, the major technology but that they should first look at the func-
theme was the priority that should be given in national tions they need to perform and then choose the appro-
statistical programmes to frameworks, such as social
accounting matrices, compared with indicators and

priate technology. The relationship between micros 
and mainframe computers together with related issues

basic statistics. Most participants felt that even where about software and support services was discussed.
descriptive or statistical frameworks did not fully Some countries recommended the use of commercial
explain underlying causal relationships they were never
theless useful. The Conference expressed the view that

software packages in preference to general programs

the three approaches should not be seen as alternatives
developed in-house and tailored to specific internal 
needs. One country described its unfortunate experi-

but as complementary to one another in a policy
relevant and pragmatic statistical programme. The 
notion of a ‘critical mass’ of statistics was discussed,
particularly in relation to small developing societies.

ence in having to purchase a reconditioned computer 
once every four years because of obsolescence. One 
of the biggest practical difficulties identified by the 
Conference was that of statistical offices trying to keep

Timely and reliable statistics on the labour market 
were crucial to all countries. The Conference con-

track of latest developments in what is a complex and
rapidly changing field.

sidered the conceptual and statistical issues concerning
employment, unemployment and underemployment;
wages; and prices. The problems of measuring the

The session on integrated data collection was inten
ded to explore ways of achieving optimal complemen-

sample survevs and
employment-unemployment spectrum were particularly 
acute in developing countries where concepts readily
understood in developed countries (for example, the

tarity between censuses, sample surveys 
administrative records, together with exact linkage and 
statistical matching. Planning an integrated collection 
package might be best considered in relation to specific
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exercises such as agricultural censuses and labour force 
surveys. The Conference noted that the reliability, 
coherence and comprehensiveness offered by data inte
gration were badly needed by users and that often it 
was only when data had been consciously inter-related 
that statisticians could properly validate their products 
and vouch for their quality.

The final session on technical co-operation was the 
most critical for the developing Commonwealth 
countries because it was concerned with action to 
implement many of the suggestions about improve
ments that had been made in earlier sessions. The need 
for closer co-ordination amongst donors, both bilateral 
and multilateral, was stressed in order to ensure optimal 
use of ever-diminishing aid funds. There was a plea

and the provision of materials and equipment such as 
computer packages; and also easier to decide on the 
subject areas that should receive priority in aid pro
grammes. The Conference acknowledge the great 
importance of technical co-operation amongst the 
developing contries (TCDC). One important, specific 
issue which the Conference considered, without reach
ing firm conclusions, was the role of the United 
Kingdom Institute of Statisticians in training in
developing countries in Africa.

Australia kindly offered to host the Eleventh Confer
ence to be held in 1990, probably in April of that year 
and in Canberra.

The success of the Conference owes much to the
also for more evaluation exercises both by donors and authorities of Nuffield College for so kindly making
recipients on the effectiveness of technical co-operation. 
Such evaluation should make it easier to decide on the

the College available for this Conference and to the 
Office and kitchen staff for their hard work, their

right mix of assistance between training, expert services helpfulness and their friendliness.

CSO PUBLICATIONS
Blue Book Pink Book
UNITED KINGDOM 
NATIONAL ACCOUNTS

The essential data source for everyone 
concerned with macro-economic policies 
and studies.

Prepared by the CSO in collaboration 
with other government departments and 
the Bank of England, the CSO Blue Book 
contains estimates of the national prod
uct, income and expenditure for the 
United Kingdom. It covers value added 
by industry, personal sector, companies, 
public corporations, central and local 
government, capital formation and finan
cial accounts. Tables contain up to 22 
years' data and there are definitions and 
detailed notes.
1985 Edition price £12.95 net
ISBN 0 11 620155 X

UNITED KINGDOM 
BALANCE OF PAYMENTS

What are our total transactions with the 
rest of the European Community? What 
are the UK's overseas assets and liabilit
ies? Can the North Sea oil and gas contri
bution to the balance of payments be 
identified? The answers are all in the CSO 
Pink Book.

The CSO Pink Book is the basic reference 
book for balance of payments statistics 
with data for the previous eleven years. 
It provides detailed information on visible 
trade, invisibles, investment and other 
capital transactions and official financing 
as well as sections on specific aspects of 
the balance of payments.
1985 Edition price £8.95 net
ISBN 0 11 620154 1

CSO publications are available from the addresses given on the back cover
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A comparison of the census characteristics of respondents and
non-respondents to the 1981 General Household Survey (GHS)
Irene Rauta, Principal Social Survey Officer, Office of Population Censuses and
Surveys

Introduction
The purpose of this study was to investigate the effects
of non-response on the representativeness of the GHS

GHS but there has been a slight overall increase in 
non-response recently. In 1984 both the household 
refusal rate and the household non-contact rate were

achieved sample by comparing respondents and non- rather higher than average, reaching 14 per cent and 4
respondents to the 1981 GHS in terms of their charac
teristics as recorded in the 1981 Census of Population.

per cent respectively.

A similar comparison was made for the 1971 GHS 
using 1971 census data.'

As in the 1971 exercise, the analysis was confined to 
the sample selected for interview on the GHS during 
the second quarter (April —June 1981), the Census 
taking place on 5 April.

The aim was to provide a measure of bias in the 
responding sample as indicated by statistically signifi
cant differences in census characteristics between

Procedure
Census data were obtained for households living at
addresses selected for the GHS sample for the second
quarter of 1981 with separate tables for:

a fully responding households,
b households which were not contacted.
c households which refused to co-operate, 
d  households for which at least one individual

responding and non-responding households or individ-
interview was missing.

The preliminary analysis, the results of which are
uals. Census variables are not necessarily defined or described below, concentrated on a comparison of
measured in the same way as similar GHS variables and respondents and non-respondents as a whole. A more
the analysis was intended to give a general indication of detailed examination is being made of the character-
the nature of any non-response bias rather than to istics of non-respondents of different kinds.
provide correction factors which could be applied to
the survey data.

Exact one-to-one matching of census and GHS
households was not possible for a number of reasons.

Non-response to the GHS
Since the GHS sample for a whole quarter was used
for the analysis, some of the households (or individuals)

The measure of response normally used on the GHS is sample would have moved into the selected
the so-called m i ^  response rate on the proportion addresses after census night which was at the beginning
of the eligible sample of households from whom com- quarter. Responding and partially responding
plete or almost complete, data are obtained for all adult households which had moved since the beginning of
members. The middle response rate was 83 per cent in
1971 and 84 percent in 1981 and between 1971 and
1984 it varied between 81 per cent and 84 per cent.

April could be identified from information given in the 
GHS interview and these households were excluded

Non-response is made up of three main elements, 
non-contact with the household, refusal of the house-

from the analysis. Non-responding households which

hold to take part and missing interviews with at least 
one adult member of household because of refusal or

had moved could not, of course, be identified so they 
had to be included. Also excluded were households for
which no census record could be traced. These included

non-contact.* Complete household refusal generally
accounts for about 70 per cent of non-response to the

households away on census night, households which 
did not return a census form and households at
addresses which could not be traced in the census 

GHS; in both 1971 and 1981, 12 per cent of households records. Finally, households at multi-household
refused to co-operate. In 1971, 3 per cent of households addresses could not always be matched by name
were not contacted and 3 per cent had missing indivld- aHhough interviewers recorded the names of both
ual Interviews; in 1981, both these proportions were respondents and non-respondents to the GHS wherever
2 per cent. Non-response of these various kinds has
remained fairly stable throughout the lifetime of the

possible during the second quarter. Moreover, at some 
multi-household addresses the number of census forms
returned did not coincide with the number of house-

•Proxy interviews, which omit certain parts of the questionnaire such as the 
income section and opinion questions, are allowed when individuals cannot be 
contaaed but are not always obtained. When obtained they count as response in 
calculation of the middle response rate.

holds identified by the interviewer. If exact matching 
at multi-household addresses was impossible for these
reasons census records were selected and allocated
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Table 1

X2 value Degrees o f  
freedom

39.1
43.8
29.2
29.1 

8.7
14.1
11.2

6
5
5 
3 
2
6 
5

randomly in the analysis. Of the 3,509 eligible house
holds in the sample selected for the second quarter of 
the GHS, 93 per cent were included in the analysis, 91 
per cent having been matched by name as well as 
address. The 7 per cent excluded consisted of respon
dent households known to have moved (3 per cent), 
households for which no census form had been returned 
(2 per cent) and households at addresses not traceable 
in census records (2 per cent).

Significance testing
The difference between the respondent and non-respon
dent distributions for each household or individual 
characteristic was tested for statistical significance using 
the Chi-square test. Where the distributions as a whole 
were found to be significantly different at the 5 per cent 
level and also where significant diflferences had been 
found in 1971 but not in 1981, differences between the 
proportions of respondents and non-respondents at 
each point on the distribution were tested for signific
ance by means of the Z test. Head o f household's (HOH) family type.

The bias in favour of family households was apparent 
Results of the tests the analysis by this variable which showed over-
Table 1 lists the variables on which the distributions representation of families with dependent children and
for respondents and non-respondents were found to be under-representation of couples without children, 
significantly different at the 5 per cent level or lower.
(In an exercise which involved tests on almost 100 Size o f household.
variables, significant differences would of course be The analysis showed that two-person households were

Household characteristics
***Type of household 
•♦•Type of family of HOH 
•••Size of household
•••Number of dependent children in h’hld 
••Use of bath 
•Number of rooms 
•Persons per room

Individual characteristics
•••Age-all males 
•••Age-all females 
•••Age of HOH-male 

•Age of HOH-female
Birthplace-all persons

51.3
68.9
34.6
16.8
20.5

16
16
12
8
3

•Signi.hcant at .05 level 
••Significant at .01 level 

•••Significant at .001 level

found for about five variables by chance alone.) under-represented and larger households, with four or
five members, over-represented. This finding is similar 

Table 2 overleaf shows individual components of to the 1971 finding that one-person households were 
these variables for which the proportions in the respon- under-represented and households with four persons 
dent and non-respondent distributions differed signifi- and those with six or more over-represented. The shift
cantly. Significant differences were found for a few in the size of the small households under-represented
other variable components but these have been omitted
from the table because the overall effect of the bias
would be negligible. They are discussed below.

Type o f household
Non-response bias on this variable was similar to that 
found in 1971. As in the earlier study, the analysis Number o f dependent children in the household.

may again be associated with the change in the house
hold definition which sometimes had the effect of classi
fying as a single two-person household two people who 
would previously have been counted as one-person 
households.

Like previous variables, this shows the bias in favour 
of households containing dependent children.

showed that family households, large and small, were 
over-represented. Older small households and small 
adult households were under-represented. In 1971 it
was households consisting of one person aged under Number o f persons per room.
60 which were under-represented. This apparent change Households with a low density of occupation, 0.25 to
may be due, in part at least, to the change in the 
definition of ‘household’ in the 1981 Censusf. This 
change meant that some individuals previously clas
sified as one-person households were in 1981 counted 
as members of larger households which would often Age-all males and all females.

0.49 persons per room, were under-represented in the 
sample. This is probably related to the under-represen
tation of small households without children.

be in the ‘small adult’ or ‘older small’ categories.

tThe change in definition, which was followed in the 1981 GHS. is described in 
Appendix A of General Household Survey 1981. (HMSO 1983)

As might be expected from the analysis of the house
hold variables, children (boys aged 0-14 and girls aged 
0-9) were found to be over-represented in the sample, 
as were women aged 25 to 29 who would often have
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64.0
14.4
14.8
6.9

100

28.2
100

27.2
100

6.1
7.8

10.4
5.7
3.5

100

6.5
8.1

10.8
5.2
3.2 

100

Age-all females 
•*•0-4 

5-9 
•25-29 

••50-54 
••55-59 
•65-69 

All females

5.5
6.5
5.9
5.9 
6.2
5.9 

100

5.9
6.9
6.2
5.5 
5.7
5.6 

100

Age-male HOH  
••25-29 
•30-34 
•35-39 
•50-54 
•70-74

All male HOHs

7.0
11.3
10.2
9.6
5.9

100

7.5
11.7
10.8 
9.0 
5.4

100

12.5
13.0

100

f

i

Total eligible
ratef sample

Number

82 410
91 634
92 285
81 582
87 3.258

81 833
90 1,044
93 151
86 2,459

82 1,031
89 605
92 280
87 3,259

84 2,141
90 451
90 460
94 207
87 3,259

84 916
87 3,253

93 268
92 343
91 460
80 249
80 153
88 4,408

95 256
94 301
92 275
81 276
81 289
83 274
88 4,668

92 171
90 275
92 248
80 235
79 144
86 2,443

95 93
95 100
88 808

. I

1

O L  « W I  I W W I

t  Response rates for individual variables are generally higher than the middle response rate of 84 per cent because data for partially responding households have een 
included in the analysis.
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young children. Men aged 50 to 54 and 70 to 74 and 
women aged 50 to 69 were under-represented. This 
generally is similar to the age bias found in the 1971 
analysis.

Age-male head o f household.
Younger male heads of household, aged 25 to 39, were 
found to be over-represented and those in the 50-54 
and 70-74 age-groups under-represented. This is again 
related to the bias in favour of family households with

too large a proportion of females born in the new 
Commonwealth or Pakistan and rather too small a 
proportion born in Northern Ireland or an unspecified 
part of the United Kingdom. Again, the overall effect 
of this bias would be small as the two groups accounted 
for no more than 3 per cent and 2 per cent respectively 
of female members of the sample households.

Where the same variables could be examined, the 
1981 analysis generally showed a similar though not 
identical bias to that shown in 1971. On two variables, 

dependent children and is similar to the bias found in tenure and socio-economic group of the head of house-
1971. hold, bias shown in the 1971 analysis was no longer

evident in 1981. The 1971 sample was found to under- 
Age-female head o f household, represent owner-occupier households but this was not
In 1981, though not in 1971, the sample was found to so in 1981, possibly because the rapid increase in 
be biased in favour of younger female heads of house- owner-occupation during the decade changed the demo-
hold, those aged 16 to 49. This group would include a graphic composition of this sector. In 1971, but not in
higher proportion of lone mothers with dependent 
children than in the 1971 sample and the bias is again 
probably related to the over-representation of house- small group which also expanded during the 1970s and

1981, the sample was also found to under-represent 
non-professional self-employed heads of household, a

holds containing young children.
As mentioned above, respondents and non-respon

dents were found to differ on a few variable com
ponents which are not included in Table 2 because the 
overall effect of the bias would be small. The sample

may have changed its characteristics.

Summary
In the main, the bias in the GHS sample detected by 
the 1981 exercise was similar to that found in the 1971

was found to be slightly biased in favour of households sample. In both cases the predominant finding was that
with sole use of a bath. But since these comprised 97 households containing dependent children and individ-
per cent of the sample of eligible households the effect in age-groups most often found in such households
would be minimal for most practical purposes. Related over-represented in the sample and non-family
to this was a slight under-representation of households households and individuals in some of the older age- 
with one room only but these accounted for only 1 groups under-represented. The above-average response
per cent of the eligible sample. The sample was also 
found to over-represent single males and single females

rates for households containing young children which 
tend to be more house-bound than non-family house-

of all ages but this was clearly an artefact of the over- holds are a well-known phenomenon in survey research, 
representation of children as there was no difference in
marital status between respondent and non-respondent r -a • ■ u  ̂ .

j  , 1 1  o j  • ■ ^* *̂̂  *̂“ estimating the characteristics of non-response in
auUltS. rinally, the sample was found to include rather the GHS’, R. Bames and F. Birch OPCS, statistical News 30.17 (HMSO

August 1975)
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The use of statistical publications
in the public library

Alec Gallimore, City of Manchester Central
Library

Among the earliest forms of written works which have Price Index, Census results or Social Trends gives birth
survived are clay tablets incised with a cuneiform script, 
first used by the Sumerians about 5,000 years ago.‘.

to a hundred and one newspaper and magazine articles.

Many of these tablets, which have been unearthed
amid temple ruins in Mesopotamia, are records of 
commercial transactions, lists of products of an agricul-

television and radio bulletins, political speeches, wage 
negotiations, price increases, student essays and saloon 
bar debates.

It is natural, therefore, that public libraries should
tural economy controlled by priests, which closely 
approach the definition of statistics as tabulated

A

numerical facts .

wish to collect and make available such important and
useful publications.

Little research seems to have been done on the use
The first libraries were thus established to store clay and users of statistics in public libraries, either on the

tablets under the aegis of the local temples, which were
the centres of small independent states. By collecting
and organising information in this way about the work

the

publications which are consulted or the reasons why
statistics are needed. Some general surveys of library
users, particularly those concerned with commercial

carried out on the temple-owned lands and. libraries, have mentioned the use of statistics in passing,
amounts produced and traded, authority and control
could be exerted over the state and its economy. It is

but without providing many details. For example, a 
survey of users of business libraries in London^ showed

not surprising that the word ‘statistics’ is derived from 
the word ‘state’.

that 17 per cent were making use of statistics, while a
Manchester Commercial

The state’s role in collecting and recording statistics
is a feature of all well-ordered societies and has grown
in proportion to the increasing complexity of modern
life, with the need to monitor the effectiveness of policy
and legislation, and with the need to obtain information
for future decision-making.

slightly earlier survey in 
Library** showed 11 per cent of readers requesting 
statistical publications. It is known that the use of 
statistical publications is not as high as others such as 
directories but experience shows that individual publi
cations, for example. Business Monitors, are heavily 
used. It would be difficult to establish from a general

Libraries have continued to act as repositories for survey the value to users of each consultation.
statistical publications which, with the introduction of Manchester Commercial Library, which houses all
computers for the capture and processing of data, have the current statistical publications taken by the City
increased greatly both in number and variety in recent Libraries, has one of the largest and most comprehen-
years. sive collections available in a public library and, for

Despite the growth of data collection by private this reason, tends to attract a large number of enquiries
organisations (which, with the facilities now offered for statistics of all kinds. Enquiries are received from
by microcomputers with spread-sheets, database and
networking capabilities, is certain to increase substanti-

personal callers, by telephone and by letter.
An attempt was made, over a three month period.

ally) and the increase in publication of non-official to sample enquiries concerning statistics to try and
statistics, the state still retains its parental role as 
the largest collector and publisher of statistics in the

discover who the enquirers were, which publications 
were consulted and why the statistics were needed. This

country.
In an age of computerisation, mass marketing, 

opinion polls and television ratings the use of official 
statistics, although their precise origins are often disgu
ised

was done on a purely informal basis and no atempt 
was made to undertake a quantitative survey, the results 
of which would have been unlikely to differ from the

rarelyimaginative copy-writing and are 
acknowledged, has an important influence upon other 
types of published information, pervading the content

survey mentioned above.
To give an idea of the range of users noted the

following are examples of people who came into the

of many non-statistical publications. Each new appear-
library to study:

a schoolchildren writing essays about local unem-
ance of the latest unemployment figures, the Retail ployment;
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students working on a variety of marketing ted data with accuracy. Most serious users, therefore,
projects;

c a journalist collecting background material for 
an article in a financial periodical;

tend to visit the library themselves to supplement the
specialised publications they collect, or to which they
have access at work, with the much wider range avail-

d an importer of textiles checking on production able in the Commercial Library.
and trade statistics; Among the most popularly consulted statistical

e a local councillor requiring comparative levels series, besides those already mentioned, are Census
of unemployment in European Community XQ^oris, OPCS, Momiois., Monthly Digest o f Statistics,
countries; Financial Statistics, Regional Trends, Family Expendi-

/  participants on a course for small businesses ture Survey, Census of Production, Overseas Trade
using Business Monitors; Statistics, Nimexe*, United Nations Yearbook, Home

g a consultant working on a business intelligence Office Bulletins and the updated figures in British busi-
report on electronics; ness. The spread of use, however, requires that a wide

h local authority officers using Chartered Institute range of publications be taken. Also popular are the
and Public Finance and Accountancy statistics; handbooks and digests which provide simple figures at-

i a trade union research organisation comparing a-glance instead of tables, and marketing aids which
wage rates locally and nationally; offer graphical representations of data. The improve-

j  a marketing manager researching into levels of ments in presentation of several government statistical
telephone ownership; publications such as Social Trends, Economic Trends

k a psychologist collecting information on drug 
abuse.

and Regional Trends has obviously been a major factor
in bringing statistics to a wider range of users.

The range of users is thus quite wide, though this is Accessibility is still not adequate for most users.
not unusual in the Commercial Library, where all The trend towards the instant display of information.
materials attract a wide range of users beyond the typified by the election results on television and the
obvious business types. Although most published stat- use of computer graphics to illustrate statistics on news
istics are aimed at particular groups such as politicians, bulletins, plus the increasing use of microcomputers 
planners, civil servants, businessmen and the media for data manipulation, fuels a demand for an improve-
they have a much wider appeal. They have been used ment in the presentation of published statistics.
effectively by pressure groups and lobbyists, both by Younger readers especially, who are used to instant
proponents and opponents of government policy, who 
have been able to turn official statistics to their own

answers, are generally impatient with publications
which require lengthy interpretation.

advantage. The popularisation of statistics by the Problems in using statistics occur not just with the
media, prompted by the predominant issues of unem- presentation but with the terminology, the multiplicity
ployment and the economy, has stimulated an interest 
in statistics by non-specialists, including schoolchildren 
and people taking short courses or studying at evening 
classes.

of units, the inconsistent use of classification schemes
by different publishers, the currency of the data, the
quality of the indexing, difficulties in comparing data
from different sources and the frequency of publi-

Although telephone enquiries for statistical infor- cations. It is surprising how often readers complain
mation form only a small percentage of all those that the precise statistics they need are either not
received by Manchester Commercial Library, many published, not available in the form required, not
hundreds are answered each year. These enquiries tend recent enough or not given in sufficient detail.
to be straightforward requests for simple facts, which Obviously the expense of printing, correcting and
can be answered quickly, on the spot, with publications publishing numerical data makes it difficult for collec-

Annual Abstract o f Statistics, Employment tors of statistics to publish more than a selection.
Gazette, Business Monitors and locally produced sum- Enquirers are often referred to government depart-
maries of census data concerning Manchester. For ments for the more detailed statistics they require.
some, the facts may not be easy to obtain in the form Since most data is now held on computer it should
required and may involve a good ideal of research by be possible to make it more easily accessible in the
staff, together with the interpretation of data and the 
conversion of units. Detailed research cannot be under

future. Tentative steps have already been taken in
putting statistics online or publishing them on floppy

taken in a busy public library, nor is the telephone a disks. For the specialist who is computer literate, floppy
suitable medium for relaying large quantities of tabula- disks may be useful but for the average public library

user publications such as Social Trends, which provide
‘Nomenclature of goods for the external trade statistics of the Community and 
statistics of trade between member states.

interpretations of data and present statistics in a more
digestible form, with plenty of graphic illustrations.
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will continue to be the most suitable medium for
publishing statistics. Value-added online services, such 
as those available for financial data, could have wider

in which they were recorded could be understood only 
by the few initiates who had been taught the meaning 
of the characters which were used. Librarians can be

applications if they were made more user-friendly.
For many users the librarian or information officer

thankful for the few keys which are available to unlock
the mysteries of statistical publications, particularly the

will continue to act as an important intermediary,
A « ^  .

not only tracking down the information required but
Guide to Official Statistics. Without such guides the 
general public could not be helped to gain access to

interpreting it, helping with the conversion of units or 
assisting in the analysis of raw data. Regular users of 
statistics may develop an intimate knowledge of a

^  ^ ^ A •

the vast amount of data which is collected about their
lives and the society they live in.

few relevant publications, but in public libraries in
particular there are many occasional users of statistics
who have neither the time nor the inclination to develop 
expertise and rely on library staff for help and guidance
with the many publications available.

The ancient priests of Sumer were able to restrict 
access to their colleetions of data because the cuneiform
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Exposing Britain’s industrial performance
(See page 71.19)

FIGURE]^ Standard ofliving: Real GDP per head
Constant 1975 $ prices (purchasing power parity basis)
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Exposing Britain's industrial performance

Tony Buxton, Economic Adviser, National Economic Development Office

The Economics and Statistics Division of the National year period. In doing so it shows two sectors which 
Economic Development Office (NEDO) has completed have grown rapidly in the United Kingdom in the
a new and completely revised edition of its publication, recent past; services and energy, and which featured
British Industrial Performance, Like the previous one, very little in previous editions. The economy is divided
its aim is to answer a large number of important into ten sectors and the relative importance of each
statistical questions on the relative performance of 
British industry over the last ten years or so-questions 
which come up continuously in discussion, research

with respect to output, employment, investment, pro
ductivity and international trade is portrayed. Clearly 
this involves a considerable amount of information

and forecasting in all areas of industrial life. The aim from various sources and provides a unique compi-
of the publication is to provide a balanced reference lation in a single publication.
book giving up-to-date information on a broad range The middle two sections examine the relative effec- 
of indicators and topics showing good, bad and indiflf- tiveness of the contributions of labour and capital,
erent aspects of performance. Coming from NEDO The makeup of cost competitiveness in manufacturing
though, it has a further aim. In the words of NEDO’s 
Director General in the Foreword, Tt is hoped that by 
drawing attention to the many components which make 
up industrial performance, it will help those in edu
cation, training, management, trade unions and 
Government understand and recognise the contribution

industry was a key feature of the previous edition and 
it has been largely retained in the third section. The 
measure of cost competitiveness which is derived is of 
United Kingdom unit labour costs in manufacturing 
relative to those of the major international competitors. 
While there are many other facets of competitiveness 

that they can make in generating a healthy, growing this one is the most important since employment rep-
and prosperous economy’. resents about 70 per cent of the cost of final output in

The basic format is a series of economic indicators the United Kingdom. The section builds up the picture
displayed in graphs, bar-charts and pie-charts, of the of relative cost by showing the movements of earnings.
United Kingdom and its major competitors, with the the basic cost of labour; labour productivity to show
opening chapter on ‘Overall Performance’ showing the cost of labour in relation to its effectiveness giving
trends over twenty years of broad measures of perform- unit labour costs in national currency; and then
ance. Thus for instance the first one is a graph of what exchange rate changes which provide the means to
is arguably the fundamental measure of performance; compare unit labour cost movements with those of
standard of living measured by GDP per head (Figure other countries giving relative unit labour costs. This
1 on page 71.18). The United Kingdom is compared appears on a separate chart giving United Kingdom
with West Germany, Italy, France, USA and Japan, cost competitiveness relative to the other countries
Britain’s major competitors, as it is in most instances (Figure 2 overleaf). The chart shows also the move-
throughout the book. The graph also has a small inset ments of the series which statistically make up relative
showing the experience of the United Kingdom in unit labour costs. No casual claims are made or for
recent times, a feature of many of the charts in this that matter are possible, but this breakdown is a vital
edition. Thus the graph and its inset give the compara
tive long run picture as well as a close-up of the recent 
past. As the discussion in the text puts it:

‘Note that the United Kingdom level has risen 
steadily over the period, although other countries 
have continued to do better. Recent United 
Kingdom performance is shown in the inset of the 
chart. It depicts the relatively large decline in the 
early 1980s and the relatively strong recovery since 
then’.
The second section is completely new to this edition 

and serves two purposes. It goes beneath the broad 
aggregates to examine the industrial structure of the 
United Kingdom relative to other countries and to 
show the changes which have taken place over a ten

part of the analysis of cost competitiveness. In particu
lar, the importance of the exchange rate is well illus
trated. In the words of the book:

‘The determinants of cost competitiveness do not 
act in isolation, and movements in one may affect 
the others as discussed earlier. However, in the mid 
1970s, labour cost increases and low productivity 
growth in the United Kingdom, both relative to 

other countries, were mitigated by the 
depreciation of the exchange rate. From 1978 how
ever, the exchange rate appreciated and this, com
bined with the rapid increase in relative labour 
costs and lower productivity growth, led to a sharp 
increase in relative unit labour costs in 1979 and 
1980. However the improvement in relative pro-

Statistical News, November 1985, No. 71 © Crown Copyright, 1985 71.19



ductivity since 1980, combined with the reversal
of the exchange rate position and the slow growth 
of relative labour costs, has improved competitive-

together aspects of the third and fourth sections using 
output per unit of total input, where ‘total input’ is
the weighted sum of labour and fixed capital. The

ness in the 1980s’. important section on international trade has been retai-
A new chart to this section specifies how cost compe- and updated. More prominence has been given to

^  A  w  «  A  m  ^  ^  m  ^

titiveness in manufacturing has changed with respect
to different countries, providing a valuable addition to

the main components of United Kingdom imports and 
exports; in particular, to oil, where the balance has

this fundamental aspect of performance. The chart shifted in the United Kingdom’s favour in recent years,
illustrates the large extent to which the recent improve- and to manufactures, where the reverse has taken place.
ments in competitiveness against the USA, mainly 
because of the movements in dollar/sterling exchange

Finally employment and unemployment are, given their 
topicality, examined in some detail in the last section.

rate up to the end of 1984, has contributed to the 
overall reduction in relative unit labour costs, and is

The information content is again high here. Partici-

therefore valuable in the evaluation of the effects of
pation rates, for instance, for different countries, age 
groups, and men and women are difficult to set into one

the recent rise in the value of sterling relative to the chart. In other cases the actual numbers are included in
US dollar. the charts to aid the information content. The inset

The fourth section. Investment and Capital Pro- charts of recent United Kingdom experience are par-
ductivity, considers three aspects of capital; fixed capi- ticularly revealing in the employment and unemploy-
tal, Research and Development (R&D) capital and ment graphs.
human capital. Measurement of the first is difficult but The final new feature is the inclusion of a pocket-
international comparisons of capital productivity are sized pull-out precis of the main data which makes up
now available. The second and third pose even greater the graphs and charts. This provides a rapid reference
measurement problems. Investment spending in R&D guide, and may help to solve some irritating, on the
is the only reflection of R&D capital presently available spot, statistical arguments, as well as more fundamental
while an attempt at proxying human capital can be analytical problems.
made, albeit imperfectly, by charting the qualifications 
of the labour force in different countries. The section
ends with another feature new to this edition; growth
of total factor productivity. This is an attempt to bring

Reference
British Industrial Performance, NEDO, 1985. Copies are available from NEDO 
Books, Millbank Tower, Millbank, London SWIP 4QX Price £5.00 net, cheque 
with order payable to NEDO.

FIGURE^ Cost contributions: Sources o f changes in UK cost competitiveness in manufacturing
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Statistics at OECD 
Department^

view from the Economics and Statistics

Derek Blades, Principal Administrator, Statistics Division, OECD

Introduction
The statistics published by the Organisation for Econ
omic Cooperation and Development (OECD) range 
from the more familiar types of macro-economic 
data-national accounts, foreign trade, labour force, 
industrial output, prices, government revenues and 
expenditure-to rather specialised statistics on iron and 
steel, pulp and paper, research and development, food 
and fish. Forty regular statistical reports are published 
each year dealing with over thirty different subject 
areas. Apart from printed documents, some very 
detailed statistics are sold on micro-film and magnetic 
tape, and in the not too distant future Member govern
ments, and possibly other users, will have direct access 
to the OECD’s data files.

The OECD has a completely non-centralised statisti
cal service. Individual departments are responsible for Derek Blades is presently employed as a Principal 
collecting, processing and publishing the statistics that Administrator in the Economic and Statistics Depart-
they need for their own programmes of work. Precisely ment o f OECD, His previous appointments include
what statistics these are, is determined by the commit
tees of national representatives which are responsible 
for directing each department’s work programme. As 
a result, it is difficult for any one statistician to give 
an overall picture of OECD statistics, and what follows 
is a personal view of the work of only one of several 
producers of statistics at the OECD-namely, the 
Economics and Statistics Department.

Economics and Statistics Department
By the nature of its work, the Economics and Statistics 
Department (ESD) is a heavy user of statistics, and is 
responsible for most of the statistics published by the 
OECD. About four years ago, the Department made 
a comprehensive review of its data requirements, and 
set up a central ‘Analytic Data Base’ for its model- 
based forecasting work and general economic analysis. 
This data base draws on the large, specialised subject 
files-national accounts, foreign trade, labour force, 
etc.-which are maintained by the ESD’s Statistics Div
ision. The Statistics Division is the largest statistical 
unit within the OECD and consists of eleven pro
fessional statisticians and about thirty support staff. 
The Division is headed by Peter Hill, who was formerly 
Professor of Economics at the University of East 
Anglia, and is divided into three sections: Short-term

Director o f Statistics in Malawi and Principal Statis
tician at the United Nations Statistical Office in New 
York

*The opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and do not 
necessarily represent the views of the OECD.

Statistics, headed by Benoit Reynard, Structural Stat
istics, headed by myself, and a recently-created section 
which is responsible for calculating Purchasing Power 
Parities. This is now headed by John Dryden, who 
joined us from the Central Statistical Office (CSO) in 
1981.

Tne Division is responsible for collecting and 
publishing statistics of national accounts, foreign trade, 
labour force and a wide range of short-term economic 
indicators. The Division has a heavy regular pro
gramme of monthly publications-Ma/w Economic Indi
cators and Monthly Statistics o f Foreign Trade\ 
quarterly pubWczXxom-Quarterly Labour Force Stat
istics and Quarterly National Accounts\ and annual 
pxxblicsitions-National Accounts, Labour Force Stat
istics and Foreign Trade by Commodities.

The routine business of collecting and processing 
statistics inevitably occupies a large part of the time 
of the professional staff, but they are also expected to 
devote some of their efforts to the development and 
analysis of the statistics for which they are responsible. 
Examples of this aspect of the work include the devel
opment of cyclical and leading indicators, the revision 
of the System of National Accounts, the measurement
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of standardized unemployment rates, and the calcu- accounts experts on the basis of studies prepared either
lation of purchasing power parities. by members of the Statistics Division or by outside 

consultants. These latter have recently included Fred
Cyclical indicators
The Division’s work on cyclical and leading indicators

Johnson, Statistician, Department of Transport and

has greatly benefitted from the pioneering work of the 
CSO. Mr Owen Nankivell, a former Assistant Director

Jack Hibbert, Head of the Government Statistical Ser
vice and Director of the Central Statistical Office. Fred
Johnson did some work for us on input-output and

of the CSO, was Chairman of the Working Party of Hibbert produced a study on inflation accounting
National Accounts Experts which was set up in 1980 which has since been published as a joint OECD-
to help the Division to develop a standard system of
cyclical and leading indicators, and the present system 
was mainly established by John Dryden who was pre-

Eurostat report, Measuring the Effects o f inflation on 
Saving, Income and Wealth. *

viously working at the CSO in this same area. Leading
indicators for industrial production are published Standardized unemployment statistics
monthly in Main Economic Indicators for twenty-two 
OECD countries and for various zones such as OECD-

International comparisons of unemployment are virtu-

Europe, EEC, North America. Leading indicators are
ally impossible using the kinds of data published by 
national statistical offices. The commonest measures of

used in the Secretariat’s regular work of short-term unemployment-in Europe at least-refer only to persons
economic forecasting, and recently the Division has registering for work at government labour offices, and
calculated a series o f’leading indicators for predicting there are many important differences in the ways that
. • 1^ nrivA/ 5»nnpar in a npw countrics treat first-time job-seekers, uninsured per-changes in employment. Ihese now appear in a new •;

annual OECD publication, Employment Trends. sons, those seeking part-time or seasonal work, and

The System of National Accounts
students seeking vacation employment. The problem 
of non-comparability is compounded when it comes to

The United Nations’ System of National Accounts unemployment rates; the denominator may be confined
(SNA) grew out of the early work carried out by the to the civilian labour force or to insured employees,
OEEC (forerunner of the OECD) under the direction 
of Richard Stone. The present version of the SNA was

and particular groups such as military conscripts, mem
bers of religious orders, family workers and the self-

developed during the 1960s and is beginning to show
its age. The United Nations Statistical Commission has

employed may or may not be included. In practice, 
there are almost no two Member countries of the

decided that it needs revising both to take account of OECD whose ‘official’ unemployment rates are
the institutional changes that have occurred over the remotely comparable.
last twenty years-such as the introduction of VAT. the The ‘Standardized Unemployment Rates’ published
growth of financial leasing, and the introduction of 
indexed bonds and other new financial instruments-and

by the Economics and Statistics Department are compi
led, as far as possible, according to the International

also to ensure closer links between the SNA and related
statistical systems-notably the IMF’s Balance of Pay-

Labour Office’s (ILO) guidelines on measuring employ
ment and unemployment. According to these, the

ments and Government Expenditure statistics. unemployed consist essentially of all persons above a
The revision of the SNA is being co-ordinated by

the Inter-Secretariat Group which was set up at the
specified age who are available for work and who have 
taken steps to find a job within a recent period. While

initiative of the Economics and Statistics Department, 
and which brings together specialists in national 
accounts and related fields from the Statistical Office

ILO definition is vague in some important
respects-notably on how recently steps must have been 
taken to find work-they provide a reasonably firm basis

of the European Communities, the United Nations 
Statistical Office, the International Monetary Fund, the 
World Bank and the OECD. The Inter-Secretariat

for international comparisons. Since registering at a
labour office is only one of many ways of looking for

Group has identified the parts of the SNA that may
work, it is clear that registration statistics alone cannot 
be used to measure unemployment strictly in accord-

need revision or clarification, and has allocated the
various problem areas among the organisations con
cerned, which then prepare studies for discussion at 
specialist working parties. Problem areas assigned to 
the OECD have included such basic matters as the

ance with the ILO guidelines. It is generally accepted 
that household surveys, in which a random sample of
persons of working age are interviewed to establish 
their labour force status, are needed to obtain standar-

definition of institutional sectors, the scope of the
dized unemployment measures. Unfortunately, in the 
case of the United Kingdom, survey data are available

UClllllllUll lllMUULlUliai m v  mw ------------- . J L*. • /-.nfhtxr Acti.

production boundary, the definition of statistical units only on an annual basis, an to o am m
and accounting for inflation. These and other topics
have been discussed at OECD meetings of national

mates the Statistics Division uses an estimation pro
cedure which was developed by the United States
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Bureau of Labor Statistics. The monthly figures of Requirements for OECD statistics
claimant unemployed’ are adjusted to approximate the The OECD’s statistical output is designed to meet the

ILO guidelines mainly on the basis of information 
from the General Household Survey.

needs of three kinds of clients-the Secretariat itself,
Member governments and the OECD public at large. 
The Secretariat carries out analysis and formulates

Purchasing power parities policy recommendations in virtually all areas of econ-
The theoretical and practical problems of measuring omic and social policy. Thus, the Secretariat not only
purchasing power parities (PPPs) were studied in the
early 1950s by Milton Gilbert and Irving Kravis at the

needs a lot of statistics but they must also be compar
able between countries. Member governments use

OEEC. The problem which they were addressing-what OECD statistics to compare their own performance
are the appropriate currency convertors for inter-

of national
with that of their neighbours or of some OECD aver-

country comparisons 
aggregates-has been highlighted by the sharp move
ments in exchange rates in recent years. Using current

accounts serve this purpose most OECD statistics are
presented with averages or totals for the OECD as a
whole and for sub-groups, such as OECD-Europe,

exchange rates the dollar value of the per capita Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) of the United Kingdom more

North America or the EEC. The OECD general
public-commercial and industrial companies, university

than doubled between 1977 and 1980 (from $4,516 to teachers and their students, journalists, broadcasters
$9,475) and then fell in each of the next three years interested citizens in general-use OECD statistics
up to 1983 (from $9,475 to $8,072). While these figures 
are not in any sense ‘wrong’, neither are they of any

usually because they want to place developments in
their own countries in a broader international context,

help in comparing the United Kingdom’s GDP with although there may sometimes be the added attraction
that of the United States. For this purpose, PPPs must OECD statistics are known to be free of political
be used as currency convertors.

The OECD’s work on PPPs has been closely co
ordinated with that of the Statistical Office of the

bias. These various clients expect three things from
OECD statistics-they must be timely, they must be
reliable and they must be comparable from one country

European Communities. For 1980, Eurostat calculated to another.
PPPs for its ten Member countries plus Spain and
Portugal. PPPs for Austria and Finland were available Timeliness
from the ‘Europe Group IT study organised by the
United Nations Economic Commission for Europe. 
The OECD was able to calculate 1980 PPPs for a

As regards timeliness, the OECD is very much in the 
hands of national statistical offices. The Secretariat has
established regular schedules both for requesting data

further four Member countries-Japan, the United Sta
tes, Canada and Norway-so that a set of PPPs are

from Member countries and for harassing late-repor- 
ters. For short-term statistics, such as those contained

now available for eighteen out of the twenty-four
Member countries of OECD.

The OECD did not start work on PPPs until the

in Main Economic Indicators^ or Quarterly
National Accounts, extensive use is made of telephone.

end of 1982 so that the 1980 PPPs for Japan, the
United States, Canada and Norway were calculated
retrospectively; price data referring to the year 1980
were actually collected in 1983 and 1984. This meant
that for the most part we had to make use of price
information that these four countries had already col-

teiex and, increasingly, computer to computer links. 
This last is a new development, but in the last twelve 
months several national authorities-including the 
CSO-have agreed to provide OECD with direct access 
to their computerized data bases from which key short
term statistics are transferred directly into the Secretari
at’s own data files.

lected as part of their regular work on price statistics.
and only in a few cases were they able to provide extra
price data to strengthen the comparisons with the other
fourteen countries. As a result, the links between the
original fourteen and the extra four countries-including

The speed with which Member governments respond 
to the Secretariat’s requests for data is to some extent 
a function of the volume of statistics requested. The 
OECD is but one of several international bodies making 
demands on the limited resources of national adminis-

of course the crucial links between Europe, North
America and Japan-are less strong than we would like.

trations, and in order to reduce the reporting burden, 
the OECD Secretariat makes continuous efforts to co-

although the PPPs now available for these eighteen ordinate its data collection at the international level.
OECD countries certainly provide a far better basis for For example, the OECD and the United Nations have
GDP comparisons than exchange rates. The Statistics developed joint reporting systems for national accounts
Division is now engaged on the calculation of PPPs and foreign trade statistics, joint OECD-IMF question-
for 1985. The project is expected to cover all but one 
of the Member countries of the OECD.

naires are used for collecting tax statistics and balance-
of-payments data, and statistics on education and on

71.23



research and development are collected in conjunction 
with the United Nations Economic, Social and Cultural

like the OECD. There are several important differences
between countries in the definition of trade (special

Organisation. versus general), valuation of imports (f.o.b. instead of

Reliability
As regards reliability, the Secretariat is again very 
much in the hands of national authorities. Generally

c.i.f.) and coverage (gold, arms and low-value ship
ments).

Even when data are conceptually comparable-all 
countries have set out to measure the

speaking, we have more scope for introducing new 
errors into the data we receive from Member countries
than for eliminating any they may have contained in
the first place. Having no access to the primary data

measure me same 
aggregate-there are still problems of statistical compar
ability. The quality and range of basic statistics vary 
enormously between OECD countries. If all twenty- 
four Members suddenly had access to as vast a selection

source-the survey or census return, the customs docu- of high quality basic data as is available in, say, the
ments, the expenditure record, etc.-we can only apply 
broad tests of credibility or simple tests of accounting

United States, would they wish to revise their estimates

consistency. In one particular case, however, the Sec-
of (SNA-defined) Gross Domestic Product? Obviously 
they would. Statistical comparability in this sense is

retariat is in a better position to detect errors than 
national administrations: this is when the statistics

particularly a problem for complex statistical measures.
such as the national accounts, labour force statistics.

involve international transactions and one country’s balance of payments and flow of funds where the basic
payment is another’s receipt. The Secretariat period
ically compares each Member country’s reported

data may require numerous adjustments before they
conform with the specified aggregate. While an inter

exports and imports with the same transactions implied national organisation can help to achieve conceptual
by the statistics of its trade partners. For various comparability by developing international standards
reasons, including the different valuations used for and encouraging its member countries to follow them,
exports and imports, an export recorded by one country statistical comparability is entirely in the hands of
will rarely be identical with its partner country’s national authorities. All we can do is to hope that the
import, but the differences should be fairly consistent errors arising from inadequate basic statistics are more
over time in sign and size. When they are not, we ask or less randomly distributed.
the national authorities to investigate. A few examples will serve to illustrate the important

problem of institutional comparability. Suppose that
Comparability
There are at least three aspects to comparability-

two countries’ measures of unemployment are compar
able both conceptually and statistically: they both fol-

conceptual, statistical and institutional. The data sup- low the ILO guidelines in defining unemployment and
plied by Member countries are conceptually compar- they both measure it by identically designed household
able when they all purport to measure the same surveys. The problem of institutional comparability
aggregate-GDP, net official development assistance, 
gross household saving, civilian employment and so 
on. Detailed international standards which define these

may then arise because one of the countries has intro
duced public employment schemes or arrangements for

various aggregates have been established by the OECD
early retirement, while the other leaves the labour 
market to find its own balance of supply and demand.

and other international organisations, and Member
countries have agreed to follow them in reporting these

Clearly, the unemployment rates for the two countries 
should not be compared without bearing in mind the

and several other kinds of data. The System of National different labour market policies pursued by the two
Accounts, which was developed more than twenty years
ago by the OECD and the United Nations, is perhaps 
the best known set of international standards, but there
are several others covering, for example, population

governments.
Health expenditures provide another example. 

According to the standardized data published in OECD 
National Accounts, only about one per cent of house-

and labour force, foreign trade, balance of payments.
government revenues, banking and finance, research 
and development, tourism and development aid.

For many of the statistics published by the OECD 
there are either no international standards or the rel-

hold expenditure in the United Kingdom goes on ‘medi
cal care and health expenses’ compared to more than 
thirteen per cent in France. The difference mainly arises 
because under the National Health Service doctors
are paid directly by the government so that most

evant standards are generally ignored. Examples here
include consumer prices, domestic credit, money sup-

expenditures on health services are recorded in govern
ment consumption. In France, on the other hand.

ply, time lost in industrial disputes, wage rates and 
retail sales statistics. There are also problems with
statistics of foreign trade-key data for an organisation

patients first pay for visits to a doctor and are later 
reimbursed by the State, so that most health expendi
tures are recorded under household consumption with
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the subsequent reimbursement appearing as a transfer 
in the income and outlay accounts. In reality, there is 
little difference between France and the United 
Kingdom. In both countries health services are virtually 
‘free* (i.e. paid from taxes) and are consumed at about 
the same level on a per capita basis.

A third example is provided by measures of house
hold saving. In the absence of conceptual and statistical 
differences, countries will obtain quite different stat
istics of household saving depending on the balance 
between public and private provision for retirement. 
This is because households* transactions in private 
pension schemes are treated as household saving, while 
social security transactions show up in government 
saving. In countries with generous state pension 
schemes, households will appear to be less thrifty than 
in countries where there is greater reliance on private

Some would argue that removing all institutional differ
ences from the data would reduce their value for cross
country comparisons, but it is also clear that their 
elimination would be helpful for many purposes.

Rating the Government Statistical Service
National statisticians are often curious to know how 
their own statistical services compare, from an inter
national view-point, with those of other countries. 
Because of the decentralised nature of OECD statistics 
it is difficult for any single member of the Secretariat 
to give a general assessment. In those few areas where 
I do have first-hand experience however-national 
accounts, foreign trade and labour force statistics-the 
United Kingdom’s statistics are certainly among the 
best available as regards their coverage, their quality 
and (the occasional labour dispute aside) their time-

arrangements. But the state and private schemes both liness. Because they are only a cheap telephone call
serve the same purpose, and there is nothing inherently away from Paris, United Kingdom statisticians are
different between saving for old age through a state perhaps more frequently pestered for information than
scheme as opposed to a private one. those from more distant countries. My colleagues in

In these three examples, it can be seen that different the Statistics Division would agree that their requests
institutional arrangements have an important impact on are invariably treated promptly and courteously. I hope
the levels and trends of statistics which are identically you find the Statistics Division equally helpful when
defined and measured. Of course, institutional changes 
also affect the interpretation of statistics within a 
country, but such changes are generally less marked 
(and users are more likely to be aware of them) than 

the case with institutional differences between

you need data from us for comparisons with other 
OECD countries.

IS

countries. It is an interesting question whether inter
national statistics should be institutionally neutral.

Reference
1. Measuring the Effects o f  Inflation on Income, Saving and Wealth (Report 

prepared for OECD and SOEC by Jack Hibbert) Published Autumn 1983, 
available from HMSO, price £7.00 net 

OECD publications may be obtained from HMSO. t
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Economic Trends
Economic Trends brings together all the main economic indicators. The largest section gives time series 
and graphs over the last five years or so. It is preceded by several pages of the latest information and 
followed by an analysis of indicators in relation to the business cycle over the last twenty years. Other 
articles comment on and analyse economic statistics.

Economic Trends is also the primary publication for the quarterly national accounts and balance of 
payments articles.

Economic Trends Annual Supplement is a unique source for long runs of quarterly and annual data for 
the key series of economic indicators. About half span 25 years or more.

Prices—£conom/c Trends £9.95 net; annual subscription including supplement and postage £125.00. 
Annual Supplement 1986 Edition will be published mid-January 1986, £12.50 net.
CSO publications are available from the address given on the back cover.
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A 1983/84 survey of house renovation grants in Wales
John Kinder, Statistician and Susan Stansfield, SAS, Welsh Office

Introduction
The Welsh Office has recently published the results of 
a survey of house renovation grants undertaken in 
Wales in 1983/84. The survey covered the period 1980 
to 1983 during which time there were some important 
changes to the grants system which led to a higher 
demand for grants resulting in increased public expen
diture on home improvements and repairs. Expenditure 
on grant-related improvements in Wales for 1981/82 
was £15 million which rose to almost £40 million the 
following year and £107 million in 1983/84.

The objectives of the survey were principally to: 
i identify the characteristics of grant recipients

of grant-aidedcharacteristicsa identify
properties, and the type of work undertaken 

Hi assess the effects of the changes in grant rates
The survey included some original methods of col

lecting and analysing data and an attempt has been
made below to highlight these aspects.
Survey methodology
The survey fieldwork was divided into two parts. A
survey of local authority grant records was followed
by a home interview survey of grant recipients. Both
surveys were conducted by Research and Marketing
(Wales and West) Ltd., on behalf of Welsh Office.

The surveys were organised to collect data by grant
type (see footnote), and to collect a sample sufficiently
large to allow an analysis to be made of the effects of
the changes in grant rates introduced in 1982. A total
of 1,500 grants were selected initially.

The basic sample of 1,500 grants was to be selected
when the market researchers visited every Welsh local
authority to investigate the grant records. Prior to this
the grants systems operated by two local authorities
had been examined by the Welsh Office and examples
of case files and grant records were made available for
training the market research team. This analysis of 
local authority records conducted by the market
research team was remarkably successful: researchers
had little difficulty in coming to terms with the numer
ous grants systems operated by the thirty-seven local 
authorities in Wales. The questionnaire completed by 
the research team involved the abstraction of house
condition markings from the local authority files as
well as identifying aspects such as, the age of the 
dwelling, the rateable value, the grant processing dates 
and the cost and details of the works carried out.
Three types of renovation grant are available: Intermediate grants for providing 
basic amenities. Improvement grants for the major improvements and Repairs 
grants for pre-1919 houses requiring substantial repairs.

Inevitably this involved studying files in some detail
and for this reason the market research company selec
ted well qualified personnel for the survey. Using the
market researchers in this way enabled the completion
of the questionnaires to be carried out relatively quickly
(each grant case took about fifty minutes to complete) 
and accurately as well as causing only minimal inco- 
venience to local authorities.
Survey sampling and response rates
The 1,500 grants sampled from local authority records
included 750 grants from each of two time periods.
representing grants approved before 12 April 1982,
when the rate of grant was generally 75 per cent, and
during the period 12 April 1982-31 March 1984 in
which ninety per cent rates were available for intermedi
ate and repair grants. The selection criteria were thus:

Time period Date approved Date paid

Pre-April 1982 On or after 15 On or before
December 1980 and 
before 12 April 
1982

30 September 1982

Post April 1982 On or after 12 April On or before 30
1982 June 1983

Within each time period 250 grants were selected 
from each of the three grant types in proportion to 
the grant activity of each local authority. Samples 
were drawn from the local authority records of grant 
payments and were selected in reverse date order com
mencing with grants paid on 30 June 1983 (for the 
post April sample) and so on. Following on from the 
local authority survey stage, the market researchers 
then carried out home interviews with grant recipients. 
From the 1,500 grants selected 1,055 successful inter
views were conducted with owner-occupiers. Over 100 
grants related to landlords and tenants (landlords were 
not interviewed but received a postal questionnaire). 
158 interviews related to grants given to make a dwel
ling fit for a disabled person. The remaining grant cases 
selected from the local authorities failed to produce 
successful home interviews for one of a number of
reasons (e.g. refusal, unoccupied dwelling, etc.)
Survey analysis
The survey produced a large data base in terms of the 
record size. Many of the questions required multi- 
coding and the sections dealing with house condition 
were very detailed, necessitating a condition marking 
for each structural element of the dwelling before and 
after the grant works were completed. The total record
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pleted questionnaires. The data were analysed using 
the Comshare bureau, making use of both the Questor

household size was 2.62) and the majority of grant 
recipients were economically active. The average house-

and Tactics database packages. The size of the records, hold income of recipients was £5,200 and savings aver-
however, proved too large for either of these packages aged less than £1,000. Almost one-fifth of grant
and it was necessary for the data to be broken down recipients were recent movers who had moved to the
into three separate databases of about 200 fields each, property within two years prior to obtaining a grant,

while just over one third were first time buyers. 
Dwellings.
The majority of grants (eighty per cent) were found to 
go to substandard properties (defined as either unfit, 
lacking basic amenities or being in need of repairs in 
excess of £4,500). Twenty-three per cent of dwellings 
were found to be unfit while a further twenty-three per 
cent lacked one or more amenities. There was a broad 
correspondence with the findings of the Welsh House

A further two databases were created for grants to 
landlords and grants to the disabled in order to analyse 
this information separately.

The survey included detailed income questions which 
were put to each household relating to incomes of both 
the householder and, if appropriate, the spouse. The 
questions disaggregated household income; basic 
weekly/monthly pay was recorded in addition to any 
supplementary benefit, child benefit and pension etc.
Of 1,055 household interviews completed in owner- 
occupied dwellings, 127 refused to provide any infor- in receipt of grants being typically owner-occupied, old 
mation on income. It was impossible to obtain useful, and terraced property, 
accurate or complete information from a further forty Grant works and costs.
per cent which meant that household income estimates Apart from intermediate grants, which generally 
were based on just over 500 interviews. Analysis of the involved provision of basic amenities, grants were most 
income data provided showed that the higher socio- commonly utilised to help improve the condition of 
economic groups had a slightly higher refusal rate than walls, chimneys, doors and windows. The most expens- 
other groups. Making allowance for this there was ive works were carried out with the aid of an improve- 
evidence to suggest that overall average incomes were ment grant. Improvement grants are intended for more

Condition Survey (1981) with the substandard housing

underestimated by some ten per cent.
The analysis required the use of information

extensive work, 34 per cent of these had been paid 
where the work undertaken had cost over £10,000. 

obtained from the survey to generate new variables in The effect o f changes in grant rates. 
order to calculate the borrowing capability of house- Higher rates of grant in respect of Repair and Inter
holders. This was derived by taking into account the mediate grants resulted not only in a substantially
income, savings and the estimated outstanding mort- increased take-up of grants but also a change in the
gage of the households. This ‘ability to borrow’ was types of property and people in receipt of grant. For
then set against the total cost of works (including example, a lower proportion of grants went to substan-
the grant contribution) to ascertain whether recipients dard properties while a higher proportion went to
would have been able to undertake improvement works economically inactive grant recipients (i.e. retired,
without a grant. Although two thirds of the recipients housewife etc.)
said that they would have carried out some or all of jhe  effectiveness o f renovation grants.
the work without a grant the calculation indicated that effectiveness of grants can be gauged by the degree
only about half would have been able to finance it. which grants have gone to those dwellings identified

A repairs cost figure was derived for each dwelling. the 1981 Welsh House Condition Survey as being
The repairs cost matrix, created for the Welsh House substandard (defined as those dwellings which were
Condition Survey in 1981, was applied to the condition either unfit, lacked amenities or required repairs costing
markings for each dwelling, taken from the grants over £4,500). The proportions of grants to unfit or
survey, taking into account the dwelling type. This otherwise substandard housing suggests that half the
produced an estimate of the cost of all repairs required, grant eligible owner-occupied dwellings in this con- 
and was used alongside information on unfitness and dition (at 1981) received a grant between 1981 and
provision of amenities to give an indication of the 1984. The picture in the privately rented sector is
overall condition of dwellings in receipt of grant. 
Survey results
Grant recipients. Nearly thirty per cent of grants went 
to the elderly (i.e. male heads of household over sixty- 
five or female heads of households over sixty), while 
about 23 per cent went to recipients under thirty-four. 
Fifty per cent of grant recipients had small households

different, less than fifteen per cent of the substandard, 
grant eligible dwellings will have been improved with 
the aid of a renovation grant.
References
Welsh Housing Slatislics. No. 4/5 1984: Welsh House Condition Survey 1981: 
Survey o f House Renivation Grants 1983/84: Wales. All published 
by the Welsh Office, price £3 net each. Available from the address given on page 
71.30
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New surveys notified to the Survey Control Unit June to August 1985

For further information on the surveys listed, the appropriate departmental contact may be obtained from Miss
C. MacMillan (01-233 5018), Survey Control Unit, Central Statistical Office, Great George Street, London SWIP
3AQ.

New surveys notified June to August 1985

Title Department Those approached
Approximate
number
approached

Use of BRE and other publications by designers 
Labour shortages in the Crawley area-employers 
Marketing of waste heat recovery systems 
General medical practitioners workload enquiry

Housing circumstances 1984-non resident landlord survey 
Monitoring of bodies approved under the assured tenancy scheme 
Retail planning statistics-pilot project 
Employment in enterprise zones
Import of assembled printed circuit boards from outside UK/EC 
British business index-reader survey
Survey of vehicles in restricted tax classes (under 5 tonnes unladen weight) 
Survey of small goods vehicles
Ardgay, Bonarbrldge, Lairg and Edderton business survey
Better business service scheme
Opportunities for energy saving in Scotland
Food industry review
Survey of grain fed to livestock
Annual survey of must stocks
Adult training in Britain-stage one
Adult training in Britain-stage four
Net costs of training to employers in the youth training scheme
Six month follow-up of management extension programme participants
Study of national market for skill training agency mobile training service
Jobcentres’ special contributions to employers’ recruitment needs
Paper and board industry investment survey
Government support schemes-diesel companies
Livingston New Town employment survey
Survey of tour operators and travel agents-monitoring the Association of British 

Travel Agents code

Business Surveys 
BRE 
DEM 
DEN 
DHSS/ 

NGOV 
DOE 
DOE 
DOE
DOE/DEM 
DTI 
DTI 
DTP 
DTP 
HIDB 
HIDB 
SDA 
SDA 
MAFF 
MAFF 
MSC 
MSC 
MSC 
MSC 
MSC 
MSC 
NEDO 
NEDO 
NGOV 
OFT

Architects
Employers

Doctors

Landlords
All approved bodies
Retailers
Employers
Manufacturers
Readers
Vehicle owners

Small companies
Engineering/energy managers
Food processors
Farmers
Manufacturers
Large companies
Small companies
Employers
Small companies
Employers
Employers
Manufacturers
Diesel companies
Employers
Package tour operators and 

travel agents

Local authority surveys

Fire prevention campaign-creative development research

Army technician apprenticeships-advertising communication check 
Job survey 1985-Crawley area
Energy breakfast specials-postal questionnaire and analysis 
‘Energy matters’ pilot evaluation
Energy advice centres in fuel board showrooms-effectiveness research 
Drug abuse target market research (qualitative)

Other surveys
HOME/

COI
MOD/COI
DEM
DEN
DEN/COI
DEN/COI
DHSS/

COI

Adults 50

Youths aged 15-16 
Unemployed

Householders
Adults

71.28

Location Frequency

CB

100 EW AH
200 SE AH

20 GB AH
1600 GB AH

500 E AH
133 EW AH

1000 E AH
3000 GB A

25 UK AH
10000 UK AH

500 GB AH
NK GB AH
150 S AH
100 S AH
300 s AH
100 s AH
NK E AH
35 UK A

645 GB AH
1000 GB AH

75 GB AH
1600 UK C
2300 UK AH

40 GB AH
63 GB AH
15 UK AH

NK s A
NK GB AH

t i

Comparison of local authority and housing association housing 
management-pilot

DOE Housing departments 30 E AH

A V V

Assessment of noise having tonal character or containing tonal components DOE Pollution control/ 
environmental health 
departments

100 UK AH

Housing benefit-revenue expenditure DOE Housing departments 412 E A
A  t ff

Development control returns-pilot study DOE Planning departments 25 E AH

Current state of road safety education in schools-heads of education departments TRRL Head teachers 119 UK AH

Current state of road safety education in schools-local education authorities TRRL Education authorities 114 UK AH
A

Capital receipts summary return WO Finance departments 45 W A

AH
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Title Department Those approached
Approximate
number
approached

Other surveys (continued)

Location Frequency

Guildford breast screening project-survey of travel patterns and personal costs DHSS Women NK SE AH
Hospital food survey-London Hospital Whitechapel DHSS Patients 400 SE AH
Teenage anti-smoking campaign-concepts and advertising document DHSS/ Teenagers 120 E AH

Altitudes to giving blood
COI

DHSS/ Adults NK E AH

Survey of proposed 3rd issue of index linked national savings certificates
COI

DNS Adults aged 45-65 22 SE AH
The investment account advertising campaign survey DNS Adults aged 40-60 30 E AH
The investment account and deposit bond advertising development survey DNS Non-taxpayers aged 45-70 42 E AH
Right to buy-attitude survey DOE Tenants and recent purchasers 40 E AH

Comparison of local authority and housing association housing DOE
of council properties 

Tenants 575 E AH
management-pilot

Lead in paint research-pilot study DOE/COI Adults 50 GB AH
Lead in paint research-main stage DOE/COI Adults 2000 GB AH
Appellants’ perceptions of the planning appeal system DOE Appellants 2590 E AH
Evaluation of section 4 assistance to tourism projects DTI Users of aided facilities 3000 E AH
1985 pedal cycling safety campaign communication check DTP/COI Cyclists and car drivers 50 E AH
A406 North circular road improvements DTP Road users 3600 SE AH
1984/85 drink and drive communication check DTP/COI Drivers and motorcyclists 400 E AH
1985 pedestrian safety communication research DTP/COI Children and adults 32 E AH
1985/86 road safety campaign-evaluation study-stage one DTP/COI Adults 2000 GB AH
Motorcyclists communication check DTP/COI Drivers and motorcyclists NK GB AH
A46 Leicester western bypass DTP Drivers 13000 EM AH
M40 Waterstock-Wendlebury traffic survey DTP Drivers 12000 SE AH
1985 TV licence anti-evasion -advertising communication check HOME/ Householders 60 E AH

Altitudes towards civil defence
COI

HOME/ Adults 72 E AH

Broken glass
COI

HOME/ Adults 5000 GB AH

Army officer recruitment-strategy of communication research
OPCS

MOD/COI Men 100 GB AH
Royal Navy officer qualitative research MOD/COI Men 100 E AH
Survey of youth training scheme providers MSC Employers 1200 GB AH
Enterprise allowance scheme-test market evaluation study MSC/COl Unemployed 1500 GB AH
Evaluation of the quality and effectiveness of provisions available under the MSC Disabled 196 GB AH

sheltered employment programme
Community programme participants survey-mini exercise-summer 1985 MSC Participants 1000 GB AH
Young people who apparently prefer unemployment to the youth training scheme MSC Adults 300 ES AH
Youth training scheme monitor stage eight MSC/COl Adults 2000 GB AH
Research on training linked to the community programme MSC Participants 500 GB AH
Youth training scheme monitor (evaluation research) stage six MSC/COi Adults 4000 GB AH
Kempston (Bedford) urban cycle route-before study TRRL Cyclists 2500 SE AH
Sussex police road safety publicity evaluation TRRL Adults aged 16-40 800 SE AH
Drink/driving characteristics of accident involved drivers/riders TRRL Breathalised drivers 1000 EM AH
The consequences of differences in bus service levels-bus catchment survey in TRRL Passengers 3000 SE AH

Luton and Dunstable
Welsh inter censal survey, 1986 WO Households 60000 W AH
Traffic origin and destination survey WO Drivers NK W AH
Employment in the public sector in Wales WO Employers 30 W A

^ I
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New surveys notified to the Survey Control Unit {continued on page 71.30)
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Recently available statistical series and publications

The following publications containing social statistics 
have recently, or will soon become available during the

Department of the Environment

October to December quarter of 1985. Unless otherwise
Local Government Financial Statistics England and 

Wales 1972/83
specified, copies may be purchased from Her Majesty’s Housing and Construction Statistics 1974-1984 Great
Stationery Office. A list of release dates of economic Britain.
series is published monthly in Economic Trends. Housing and Construction Statistics, June quarter 1985 

Part 1 No. 22 and June quarter 1985 Part 2 No. 22.
Local Housing Statistics Issue 75, figures for second

Welsh Office
Welsh Housing Statistics No. 5 1985

quarter 1985 
Commercial and Industrial

Welsh Agricultural Statistics No. 7 1985 
Commercial and Industrial Floorspace Statistics: Wales

No. 6 1985

Floorspace Statistics,
England 1981-1984 No. 13

Digest o f Environmental Protection and Water Stat
istics No. 7 1984

Mental Health Statistics for Wales No. 5 1985 The following information is issued in statistical
Digest o f Welsh Statistics No. 31 1985
Welsh Local Government Financial Statistics No. 9

bulletins on a regular basis:
Monthly: Housebuilding, construction new orders

1985
The above publications are available from: 

Publications Unit
Economic and Statistical Services Division Quarterly
Welsh Office

building new orders, building materials 
and components, brick and cement pro
duction, and new orders by type o f work. 
Tender price indices, output price indices,

andconstruction
Cathays Park planning

output 
applications

employment 
and decision:

Cardiff CFl 3NQ
Telephone: 0222-82 5054 Half yearly:

England, renovations 
Homeless households

Annually: Slum clearance
Statistical Bulletins are available from:

DOE, SPPG4
Room 513, Kingsgate House 
66-74 Victoria Street
London SWIE 6SJ

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

Departments
General

BRE
COI
DEM
DEN
DHSS
DNS
DOE
DTI
DTP
HIDB
HOME
MAFF
MOD
MSC
NEDO
NGOV
OFT
OPCS
SDA
TRRL
wo

Building Research Establishment
Central Office o f  Information
Department o f  Employment
Department o f  Energy
Department o f  Health and Social Security
Department fo r  National Savings
Department o f  the Environment
Department o f  Trade and Industry
Department o f  Transport
Highlands and Islands Development Board
Home Office
Ministry o f  Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Ministry o f  Defence
Manpower Services Commission
National Economic Development Office
Non Government
Office o f  Fair Trading
Office o f  Population, Censuses and Surveys
Scottish Development Agency
Transport and Road Research Laboratory
Welsh Office

European Community 
Not known

Locations

England 
East Midlands 
England and Scotland 
England and Wales 
Great Britain 
Scotland 
South East 
United Kingdom 
Wales

Frequency

Annual 
A d hoc 
Continuous
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Home Office
Probation statistics, England and Wales 1984 
Fire statistics. United Kingdom, 1984 

The above publications are available from:
Sales Department 
Home Ofice
50 Queen Anne’s Gate Buildings 
London SWIH 9AT

The following Statistical Bulletins are announced: 
Statistics on the Prevention o f Terrorism (Temporary 

Provisions) Acts, 1974, 1976 and 1984, 3rd quarter 
1985

Notifiable offences recorded by the police in England 
and Wales, 3rd quarter 1985 

Waiting times in magistrates ’ courts 
Drug offenders and crime
Summary probation statistics, England and Wales, 

1984
Statistics o f mentally disordered offenders, England 

and Wales, 1984
The prison population in the first six months o f  1985, 

England and Wales

Department of Transport
Transport Statistics Great Britain 1974-1984 (Annual) 

(HMSO price £17.50)
Ports Statistics 1984 (Annual) (Price £21.00)
Available from: British Ports Association

Commonwealth House 
1-19 New Oxford Street 
London WCIA IDZ

The following are published by the Department of 
Transport:
Domestic Waterborne Freight in the UK, 1985 Review 

o f the Annual Survey (85) 28 (Statistical Bulletin 
price £2.00)

Review o f Sea Passenger Movements Statistics—Form 
PAS 15 (85) 30 (Statistical Bulletin price £2.00)

New Motor Vehicle Registrations, Great Britain (55) 
31

United Kingdom Shipping Industry; International Rev
enue and expenditure 1984 (55) 33 (Statistical Bulletin 
price £5.00)
The following statistical bulletins are issued on a 

regular basis:
Betting licensing statistics. Great Britain, June 1984- Quarterly: Traffic in Great Britain second quarter 1985

May 1985
Control o f immigration statistics. United Kingdom, 3rd 

quarter 1985
Statistical Bulletins are available from:

Home Office 
Statistical Department 
Room 1813, Tolworth Tower 
Surbiton, Surrey KT6 7DS

Scottish Home and Health Department
Statistical Bulletins:
No. 3/1985
Criminal proceedings in Scottish courts 1983 
Crimes and offences recorded by the Police in which a 

firearm was involved, Scotland 1983 No. 4/1985 
Copies of these three Bulletins (Price 50p each net) 

are obtainable from:
Scottish Home and Health Department
Criminal Statistics Unit
Room 324B
St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh EHl 3DE
Telephone 031-556 8501 Ext 3144

(55) 29
Road goods vehicles on roll-on roll-off fer

ries to mainland Europe second quarter 
1985 (85) 32

Road Accidents and Casualties in Great 
Britain second quarter 1985 (55) 34

Transport Statistics second quarter 1985 (55) 
Department of Transport publications and statistical 

bulletins are available from:
Publications Sales Unit 
Building 1 
Victoria Road 
South Ruislip 
Middlesex HA4 ONZ 
Telephone: 01-845 7788 ext 200

Department of Employment
Employment Gazette, published towards the end of 
each month, regularly contains recent data and time- 
series on employment, unemployment, earnings, prices, 
family expenditure, and other indicators. Subjects of 
recent articles have included: early results of the New 
Earnings Survey, and comparisons between the unem
ployment count and survey estimates.

Employment Gazette is published monthly by Her 
Majesty’s Stationery Office, price £2.95 per issue. 
Annual subscription inclusive of postage is £34.50.
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Office of Population Censuses and Surveys
Population Trends 42 Winter 1985 
Census 1981

Scottish Education Department
Statistical Bulletins on the following subjects:

Bhtain*s workforce Census Guide No. 3 (available 
from OPCS Information Branch, St Catherines
House, 10 Kingsway WC2B 6JP)

OPCS Monitors (available free from the above address) 
General Household Survey: preliminary results fo r  1984

GHS 85/1

Pupils and Teachers in Education Primary and Second
ary Schools

Placing Requests in Education Authority Schools 
University Students
Excess and Deficit o f  Teachers by Subject 
School Leavers
Students in Vocational Non-Advanced Further Edu-

Cigarette smoking 1971-1984 GHS 85/1 
Deaths by cause 1984 DH2 85/3 
Infant and perinatal mortality 1984 DH3 85/3 
Sudden infant death syndrome 1983 and 1984 

DH3 85/4

cation
The Social Work Services Group of the Scottish 

Education Department have published the following 
bulletins:
Home Care Services, Day Care Establishments and

Birthweight statistics 1984 DH3 85/5 Day Services 1984
Fertility trends in England and Wales 1984 FMl 85/3 Community Service by Offenders 1983
Births by birthplace o f  parent FMl 85/4 
Births by birthplace o f mother 1984: local authority 

areas FMl 85/5
Divorces 1984 FM2 85/1.
Marriages 1984 FM2 85/2
Legal abortions 1984 AB 85/3
Legal abortions 1984: residents o f  regional and district 

health areas AB 85/4
Congenital malformations 1984 MB3 85/2
Internal migration 1984 MN 85/3
Recorded internal population movements in the UK 

1984 MN 85/4
Annual Reference Volumes
Population projections 1983-2023: microfiche PP2

No. 13 (HMSO)
Hospital In-patient Enquiry 1983: main tables (micro

fiche) MB4 No. 23 (HMSO)
Social Survey Reports
Family planning in Scotland in 1982 by Margaret Bone

(SS 1177)
Smoking among secondary school children in 1984 by

Joy Dobbs and Alan March (SS 1215)
The West Indian school leaver by Ken Sillitoe and

Howard Meltzer. Vol. 1 Starting work; Vol. 2 Five
years later (SS 465)

Women and drinking by Elizabeth Breeze (SS 1185) 
Visitors to the National Maritime Museum by Malcolm

Smyth and Barbara Ayton (SS 1226)
Studies on Medical and Population Subjects
Occupational reproductive epidemiology by Michael

McDowall (SMPS 50)(HMSO)
Occasional papers
Measuring socio-demographic change. The 1985 BSPS

Conference Papers. (Occasional paper 34) (available
from above address)

71.32

Childrens' Hearing Statistics 1983 
Residential Accommodation 1984

Copies of the above bulletins may be purchased 
(price 50p post paid) from:

The Library
Official Publication Sales
Scottish Office
Room 2/65, New St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh EHl 3TG
Telephone: 031-556 8400 Ext 5901

Department of Health and Social Security
The Department of Health and Social Security produce
regular monthly and quarterly statistical series on such
topics as unemployment benefit. Child benefit and
Sickness, invalidity and injury benefits. Extracts and
summaries for these series are eventually published in 
Social Security Statistics.

Further Information can be obtained from:
Mr K. A. Fitch
Department of Health and Social Security 
Room A2111
Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE98 lYX 
Telephone: Tyneside (091) 2797373 

Statistical Bulletin:
No. 4/85 Mental illness hospitals and units in England.

drug misuse statistics 1979-83, (Price £1.00 net) 
This Statistical Bulletin is available from:

DHSS Information Division
PO Box 21
Canons Park
Government Buildings
Honeypot Lane 
Stanmore
Middlesex HA7 lAY
Telephone: 01-952 2311
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Notes on current developments

POPULATION AND VITAL STATISTICS
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Population Trends

Population statistics in the United Kingdom
This article by Frank Whitehead, Deputy Director of
OPCS, provides a general account of the sources used

The latest edition of Population Trends, the quarterly in preparing intercensal population estimates at the
journal of the Office of Population censuses and sur- national and sub-national level in England and Wales
veys (OPCS) was published in October and contains and describes some of the problems encountered in
the following articles: doing so and discusses the scope for improvements in 

the future.

Reference
Population Trends 41 Autumn 1985 (HMSO, 1985) (Price £4.50 net)

Fertility trends in different social classes: 1970 to 1983 
Annual statistics of numbers of births in England and 
Wales by the social class of the father have been
published since 1970, but, in the absence of correspond- Population projections microfiche, 1983-2023 
ing population denominators for each class, no fertility Population projections for England and Wales, Wales,
rates have until now been available. This article by Scotland, Great Britain, Northern Ireland and the
Barry Werner of OPCS Population Statistics Division, United Kingdom were published in July. The projec-
presents new estimates of legitimate fertility rates in tions published in microfiche, are based on estimates
the different social classes and concentrates mainly on of the home population at mid-1983 for the United
a discussion of trends over time in fertility rates in Kingdom and its constituent countries. The volume
each class by mother’s age and birth order. Further accompanying the microfiche includes an introduction
discussion deals with a comparison between the social 
classes of median intervals between marriage and first 
birth; mean ages of all women giving birth and of 
women having first births; and the proportion of births 
to women which are conceived inside and outside 
marriage.

and chapters and tables on aspects of population pro
jections. These include the method of projection; base 
populations; mortality; migration; fertility; results of 
the principal projections; sensitivity analysis and the 
microfiche.

The volume contains seven microfiche which give
details of the mid-1983 based population projections by
age and sex for the United Kingdom and its constituent 

International migration: return migrant and re-migrant countries, one microfiche for each country or combi-
nation of countries. The projections include summaries 

About a third of migrants entering the United Kingdom of projected populations and annual changes, projected
each year were born in this country and are returning populations in five-year age-groups and by individual
to it; a similar proportion of those leaving were born ages, fertility rates and mortality rates for individual
abroad. In this article by Tim Devis of OPCS Popu- ages.
lation Statistics Division, a detailed account is given The projections were prepared by the Government
of these return migrants; their charactertistics and the Actuary in consultation with the Registrars General,
length of time they spend outside the United Kingdom
are analysed. Also, of the immigrants who were born 
abroad, about a fifth had entered the United Kingdom 
previously while a quarter of all the emigrants born in 
the United Kingdom had left the country on a previous 
occasion. The characteristics of these so-called ‘re
migrants’ are also examined.

Reference
Population projections microfiche 1983-2023 (Series PP2 No. 13) (HMSO, 1985) 
(Price £8.20 net and VAT)

Recent demographic developments in the Member 
States o f the Council o f  Europe 
Each year the Council of Europe prepares and publi
shes tables and a short commentary on recent demo
graphic trends in its Member States. This article by 
Richard Gisser of the Austrian Central Statistics Office, 
presents the latest commentary on comparative trends.

Statistical summaries of between-area differences for 
some 1981 census variables
In a report published by OPCS in July, some key 
summary statistics are given for each of over fifty 
important census variables. For each variable the tables 
indicate:

i the ‘shape’ of the frequency distributions for 
enumeration districts, wards and local 
authorities—as well as giving the information 
for Great Britain as a whole, statistics are also 
provided for major subdivisions such as the
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regions; metropolitan districts are contrasted 
with non-metropolitan districts; and so on; 

a which particular local authorities have the high
est and lowest values; again the results are given 
for the major subdivisions as well as for Great 
Britain as a whole.

drawing from the original committee and team docu
ments.

A longitudinal perspective on recent socio-demographic
change
Traditional publication of census results allows one to

A similar analysis was carried out by OPCS after assess net changes in the socio-demographic structure
the 1971 Census.

The complete set of Small Area Statistics tables for
and circumstances of the population by comparing the 
most recent figures with those published from earlier

the 1981 Census provides over 4,000 counts for every
enumeration district, ward and local authority in Great

censuses. Now, for the first time, a data set, representa
tive of the census of population of England and Wales

Britain. OPCS Occasional Paper 32 is one of a number has been constructed which allows longitudinal analysis
of publications giving summary statistics which comp
lement this large and detailed data-base and bring out

of change at an individual level. Examples showing
changes in family status during early middle age;

some aspect of the general pattern. changes in social class for children entering the labour
market during the 1970s; changes in housing tenure

References
Statistical summaries o f  between-area differences fo r  some 1981 Census variables 
by John Craig OPCS Occasional Paper 32 (OPCS, 1985) (price £3.(X) net) 
Variations between small areas in some 1971 Census variables by John Craig 
OPCS Occasional paper 17 (OPCS, 1980) (Price £1.00 net)
OPCS Occasional Papers are only available from OPCS Information Branch at 
the address on page 71.32.

for migrants and non-migrants; and geographic mobil
ity for children leaving their parents’ homes are pre
sented in this paper by Professor John Fox and Emily
Grundy of the Social Statistics Research Unit, The City
University, to illustrate some of the possibilities created

Measuring socio-demographic change
by linking information between two censuses. Some of
the technical constraints and methodological limitations

An OPCS report comprising the ten main papers pre- are also referred to.
sented at the recent British Society for Population
Studies (BSPS) Conference on ‘Measuring socio-demo
graphic change’ held at Sussex university, 9-11

Measurement o f  inter-generational change: a view from
developmental psychopathology

September 1985 was published in September. The Developmental psychopathology studies continuities
papers are published by OPCS as part of the Office’s over the span of human development and behavioural
support of the BSPS, in order to assist the Society’s variation. The author of this paper, David Quinton
object which is to further the scientific study of biologi- of Medical Research Council Child Psychiatry Unit,
cal, economic, historical, medical, social (and other) Institute of Psychiatry, argues that as change is more
problems connected with human populations and to probable than continuity, it follows that inter-gener-
contribute to the public awareness of these problems, ational continuity can be of greater interest. If research
The ten papers are as follows: into changes in populations is to be of use to policy
The social change and economic life initiative: a makers and administrators, and not of academic use
provisional overview
The Social Affairs Committee of the Economic and

only, we need to know how variations in circumstances
at the societal level are translated into impacts on the

Social Research Council has recently selected a number 
of teams to carry out a co-ordinated programme of

individual, as well as how the effects of particular
individual experiences are translated into stabilities and

research under its Social Change and Economic Life 
Initiative. The initiative will focus on six localities

changes in wider population groupings. This paper
defines and discusses the concepts and nature of conti-

chosen to offer contrasting experiences of economic a""* investigation into  ̂parenting prob-
change: Aberdeen, Kirkcaldy, Rochdale, Coventry, illustrate some issues concerning analyses and
Northampton and Swindon. It will be concerned with interpretation and the nature of inter-generational
four major substantive areas: the nature and determi- links.
nants of employer labour force strategies, the character 
and direction of change in worker attitudes to employ- Measuring demographic change and its consequences
ment and the labour market, the changing dynamics In this paper by Professor John Hobcraft of the
of household relations and their implications for both London School of Economics, London, a broad view
paid and unpaid work and the impact of changes in
the employment structure on social integration and

is taken of the question of demographic measurement, 
mainly within the context of population studies in the

social stratification in the community. This paper by United Kingdom. For far too long analytic demography
Duncan Gallic of Nuffield College, University of 
Oxford, is a provisional overview of the initiative,

was concerned with very narrow issues of measurement.
including definitional preoccupations. A major change
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in focus has emerged more recently, along with a shift mobility, thus reducing access to kinship social
of emphasis from analysis of aggregate vital regis- networks and the associated non-financial resources for
tration and census data towards more frequent use of help with children. In general, therefore, intergener- 
individual-level information from surveys and the ational stability might be correlated with higher fertility 
OPCS one per cent Longitudinal Study. These micro- in all social classes, 
level data sources have helped to enable a wider range 
of analyses, including study of the linkages between
demographic and other social variables. Some of the ^ ^ ^ ‘Srants 10 years on: continuities and change 
issues in classic demographic measurement are also 20 and 30 represents
reviwed, such as age, period, and cohort analyses and .‘‘̂ P'̂  "^ange in their

lives. During this stage of their life cycle the majority
of the population leaves the parental house to set up
their own home and to start their families. The twenties
and thirties are also the periods of highest rates of
economic activity and movement up and down the
occupational ladder. The central theme of this paper
by Margaret Lane and Jean Thompson of the Office
of Population Censuses and Surveys, is the examination
of the differences between people living in this country
who were born in those selected areas which account

other recent extensions; also discussed are issues in 
analyses based upon census and vital registration data; 
evaluated are the advantages of various types of 
individual-level information for studying demographic 
change and relations to other social variables, with 
illustrations drawn from recent work; and the article 
finishes by indicating the major consequences'of demo
graphic change for many areas of social policy.

Inter-generational differences in child health
^ . -j ui • _  * • u iA » u uu for the major part of our settled immigrant communi-Despite considerable improvements in children s health . t • u tT ui- o u a • /t j - r»
since the NHS began and in factors associated with 
health, comparison of the health of children born in 
1946 with that of their offspring revealed some surpris
ing increases in illness prevalence and in the use of 
medical care services. These are particularly striking in 
view of the long-term effects of childhood serious illness 
found in the 1946 children. In this paper by Michael 
Wadsworth of the Medical Research Council, National 
Survey of Health and Development, Department of 
Epidemiology and Community Medicine, University of 
Bristol, suggestions are made for future national data 
collection, on a sample basis, that would monitor 
changes in children’s health and illness.

ties: the Irish Republic, South Asia (India, Bangladesh 
and Pakistan) and the Caribbean Commonwealth. The 
OPCS Longitudinal Study has been used to examine 
the changes over the period 1971 to 1981 in the socio
economic and housing characteristics of those who 
were in their twenties at the time of the 1971 Census. 
The changes to these groups are further compared with 
the changes to the total population of people in their 
twenties in 1971. Finally, the characteristics of the 
succeeding cohort of people who were in their twenties 
at the 1981 Census are given, as some early measure 
of the differences in the later generation.

Social mobility and fertility
This paper by Anthony Heath of the Department of 
Social and Administrative Studies, University of 
Oxford, uses data from the 1980 General Household 
Survey to explore the relation between current social 
class, social origins and fertility. Firstly, the conven
tional measures of social class are questioned. The 
finding of a U-shaped relationship between class and 
fertility is based on a hierarchical conception of class 
and on the allocation of women to social classes on

Motherhood and employment: change and continuity 
in post-war Britain
An increasing majority of British women combine 
motherhood and paid work. Their lifetime earnings are 
reduced by their domestic responsibilities as much by 
effects on the type of job taken after motherhood as 
by time taken out of employment. Women’s employ
ment has adapted to their domestic role, but the labour 
market has also affected demographic behaviour, 
notably birth timing. Postponement of entry into 
motherhood during the 1970s by the increasing propor-

the basis of their husbands’ occupations rather than tion of young women with qualifications has prolonged 
their own. Both practices can be questioned. The paper the phase of the life-cycle when they are free to work
also looks at class origins and fertility. Class origins full-time, and can be shown to be related to the
may be expected to influence fertility in two ways: first exceptionally favourable female labour market at the
as a source of values and expectations and second as a time. Evidence presented on social class differentals in
basis of resources. Intergenerationally stable members employment and fertility trends has implications for
of the higher social class may have greater access to 
financial resources and thus be able to ‘afford’ larger

increasing social inequality. This paper by Heather 
Joshi of the Centre for Population Studies, London

family sizes than the upwardly mobile. Upward social School of Hygiene and Tropical Medicine, considers 
mobility also tends to be associated with geographical these trends and changes in fertility and employment.
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Social implications o f  changes in age structure 
Although recognition has often been given to the 
importance of age and age structure in the formulation 
of explanations of social phenomena, such treatment 
has, in the main, been both conventional and partial; 
for instance, most commonly, age structural analysis

Vital Statistics Branch, Ladywell House, Ladywell
Road, Edinburgh, EH12 7TF, Telephone: 031-334 0380 
Ext. 243

has not been accepted as an area of study in its own

Reference
Annua! Report o f  the Registrar General Scotland No. 1301984 (HMSO Edinburgh) 
(Price £12.50 net) ISBN 0 11 492471 6

right. In response, this paper by Alan Gilloran and 
Frank Bechhofer of the Research Centre for Social

Vital Statistics (Scotland)

Sciences, Edinburgh University, will, in an exploratory
Vital statistic tables relating to the second quarter of 
1985 appeared in the Registrar General’s Vital Statistics

sense, attempt to demonstrate the need for a careful Return, Weeks 33 to 36/85. (See Statistical News 69 37
and comprehensive examination of changes and stab- for availability.)
iiity in age structure. Existing coverage of age is dis
cussed prior to a presentation of some of the authors’
initial results relating to both age structure and sex
ratio data. Subsequently, potential explanations for
change are developed as well as putting forward sugges- SOCIAL STATISTICS
tions as to possible implications.

Social Trends 16: 1986 edition
The demographic consequences o f  the Second World January sees the publication of the I6th edition of
War fo r  Britain Social Trends. This year Social Trends includes twelve
This paper by Jay Winter of Pembroke College, Uni- chapters, corresponding to the administrative functions
versity of Cambridge, examines the place of the Second 
World War in Britain’s demographic history. It shows

of Government. The focus in each chapter is on current

the parallelism of demographic developments in Britain
policy concerns, within Social Trends' general descrip
tions of trends in social conditions.

and in several European countries in the 1940s, a The topics covered in Social Trends 16 are: popu-
feature of demographic history vitiating any attempt 
to provide purely internal explanations of British trends

lation; households and families; education; employ
ment; income and wealth; resources and expenditure;

in fertility, nuptiality and mortality. It also examines health and personal social services; housing; transport.
the cause-structure of mortality decline and some fea
tures of the war experience which may help account 
for the increases in nuptiality and fertility in the after- 
math of the conflict.

communications, and the environment; leisure; partici
pation; and law enforcement.

This edition includes an article on ‘Income after
retirement’ by Guy Fiegehen of the Department of

Reference
British Society fo r  Population Studies Conference: Measuring socio-demographic 
change Occasional Paper 34 (OPCS, 1985) (£4.50 net)
Occasional Papers can be obtained from Information Branch, OPCS, St Catherines 
House, 10 Kingsway, London WC2B 6JP

Health and Social Security, complementing the infor
mation in Chapter 5 on Income and Wealth. Another 
feature is the inclusion of some attitudinal information
from Social and Community Planning Research’s
British Social Attitudes Survey, which was the basis of
Roger Jowell and Colin Airey’s article in Social Trends

Registrar General Scotland: annual report
The Annual Report for 1984 was published in August
1985. The Report is divided into sections with corre
sponding tables, covering population and vital stat
istics; deaths; stillbirths and infant deaths; life tables;

The chapters of Social Trends 16 contain 215 tables, 
over a third of which are new, and 104 charts, of 
which over half are new. Latest available data are
included wherever possible, in particular from the Gen-

population changes, estimates and projections; natural Household Survey, the Family Expenditure Survey
increase and migration; marriages; divorces; and fer
tility. Also covered are some aspects of the work of

and the Labour Force Survey. 
Further details are available from:

the General Register Office (GRO); and Parliamentary Jackie Morris
and local government electors. Branch 8

GRO produces a number of detailed additional Central Statistical Office
annual tables to supplement the statistics published in Great George Street
the Registrar General's Annual Report and in the four- London SWIP 3AQ
weekly Vital Statistics Return. These tables are listed Telephone: 01-233 8201
in the Annual Report and are obtainable, on payment
of a fee, from the General Register Office for Scotland,

Reference
Social Trends 16, 1986 (HMSO) (Price Jo be announced) ISBN 0 11 6201517
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A 1981 socio-economic classification of local and 
health authorities of Great Britain

United Kingdom. The second will follow an identical 
format for six further countries; Belgium, Denmark,

The details of the latest OPCS socio-economic classifi- Holland, Ireland, Greece, and Spain and will be pub- 
cation of local and health authorities was published in lished by SOEC early in 1986. The publications analyse
a report in September. average household expenditure by various factors such

The main purpose of this classification is to provide as household composition, income, region and occu-
groupings of local and health authorities with similar pation. Also a wide variety of other data on households
characteristics, which help highlight some of the broad and accommodation are given. Eurostat plans to con- 
difFerences between areas. duct a similar comparison exercise in respect of 1986.

The groupings were achieved by applying cluster 
anlaysis to selected data from the 1981 Census for each 
area, and identifying areas between which differences 
are small. For instance, Hereford, Newport and
Warrington are found to be similar when compared judicial statistics 1984
over a range of census variables, and are grouped with Judicial Statistics Annual Report, 1984 was pub-

Reference
Family Budgets: comparative tables, Germany, France, Italy and the United 
Kingdom (Available from HMSO) (Price £2.70 net)

Other like areas in one ‘family’ of local authorities. 
They are, however, found to be unlike, say, Stockport,

lished in August. The publication contains statistics on
the criminal and civil business of those courts in 

Rugby or Watford, which are classified as members of England and Wales for whose administration the Lord
a different family. A total of ten families is used for Chancellor is responsible
the classification, and a more detailed analysis into 28 There are ten Chapters in the report covering, for
groups is also given. The report contains an introduc- instance. Appeal Courts, the High Court, Family Mat- 
tion which outlines the objectives and limitations of ^^rs, the Crown Court, County Courts, the Judiciary,
the study, an explanation of the statistical methods and Taxation of Costs and Legal Aid. The information
used, a commentary on the results, and a more detailed Criminal Legal Aid has been much extended from
interpretation of the characteristics of each family. earlier volumes to include data previously contained in

The appendices provide a classification of each local annual Home Office publications Criminal statistics 
authority and health area, identifying the ‘most typical’ volume 4 of its supplementary tables.
area in each group; a table showing, for each area, the Each chapter includes a brief description of the
four most similar areas to it; and statistical character- function and jurisdiction of the courts or tribunals
istics of each group and each census variable used. concerned. In addition, the commentary highlights the

The report relates to the 370 local authority districts major features of the statistics and any notable trends,
in England and Wales, together with the 33 London jhere are also several comparative tables and charts
boroughs, and the 53 regional districts and the three 
island areas of Scotland; it has also been extended to 
include the 192 district health authorities in England, 
the 24 managements units in Wales and the 34 health 
boards in Scotland to provide a classification of 
National Health Service administration areas.

This study updates and extends a comparable classifi
cation published by OPCS after the 1971 Census.

showing longer term trends.
Further details can be obtained from: 

Statistics Branch 
Room 207
Lord Chancellor’s Department 
Neville House 
Page Street 
London SWIP 4LS

Reference
A 1981 socio-economic classification o f local and health authorities o f  Great 
Britain by John Craig OPCS Studies on Medical and Population Subjects No. 48 
(HMSO 1985) (Price £8.20 net)

Reference
Judicial Statistics, Annual Report 1984 Cmnd. 9599 (HMSO) August 1985 (Price 
£9.10 net) ISBN 0 10 195990 7

Family budgets: comparative tables
For several years, the Statistical Office of the European 
Communities (Eurostat) has had a working party look-

Criminal careers of those born in 1953, 1958 and 1963
Results of a series of studies of the convictions for 
‘standard list’ offences (indictable offences and some

ing at Family Budget Surveys in member countries. serious summary offences) in England and Wales of
Plans have been drawn up to harmonise nomenclature about 25,000 persons born in selected weeks of 1953,
and categories of expenditure, including the prep
aration of a statistical report giving harmonised results 
in respect of 1979, or a proximate year. The first

1958 and 1963 were published on 3 April 1985 in Home 
Office Statistical bulletin 7/85.

Longitudinal studies of birth cohorts can provide
part of the 1979 report appeared earlier this year and much information about the development of criminal
presented results for Germany, France, Italy and the careers including information about the age of onset
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of criminal activity, the prevalence of convicted persons 
within the population and the progression of offending

Prepared by the Scottish Development Department
the volume brings together in a convenient form the

through different types of offence.
First results for the three birth cohorts are summari-

main series of statistics relating to Scottish housing. It 
includes-a note on Scottish housing in 1984, notes and

sed in this Statistical Bulletin and for each age, details definitions, key indicators 1975-1984, and sections on:
are given of the proportion of persons convicted, the 
number of convictions recorded and the number of 
previous convictions recorded. Information is also 
given on the proportion who were reconvicted and 
details of the type of offence and type of sentence 
on reconviction, the time between first and second

housebuilding; public sector house sales; improvement; 
finance; rents; capital payments and allocations for
housing; special needs housing, and homelessness in 
Scotland.

conviction and the type of offence on reconviction. isbn o ii 4924619

Reference
Scoltish Housing Siaiistics 1984 (HMSO Edinburgh) (Price £8.00 net)

Further analyses of the results are being carried out
and will be the subject of later Bulletins.

Sales of public sector houses 1984-Scotland
Reference
Criminal careers o f  those born in 1953, 1958 and 1963, Home Office Statistical 
Bulletin No. 7/85, (Price £2.50 net). See page 71.31 for availability.

A Statistical Bulletin (HSIU No. 15) issued by the 
Scottish Development Department in August 1985 gives 
details of applications by sitting tenants of local auth-

New Town Development Corporation andority.
Criminal convictions of persons first notified as Scottish Special Housing Association during 1984, to
narcotic drug addicts in 1979-81 buy their homes. Information is also given on sales to
Results of a study of the convictions of about 5,000 sitting tenants by these agencies.
persons who were first notified to the Home Office as 
narcotic drug addicts in England and Wales in the 
period 1979-81 were published on 29 July 1985 in 
Home Office Statistical Bulletin 19/85.

Comment and tables cover applications to purchase;
withdrawals and refusals; time from application to
completion of sale; distribution of sales; dwelling type 
and size; year of construction, sales and discounts.

In recent years there has been evidence of more Statistical Bulletins, price 50p, can be obtained from:
widespread misuse of controlled drugs. Between 1974
and 1984 the number of persons notified to the Home 
Office for the first time as addicted to certain controlled

Scottish Office Library 
Publications Sales
Room 2/65

drugs rose sixfold and the increase has been particularly 
marked since 1980. This increase has revived concern

New St Andrews House
Edinburgh EHl 3TG

about the relationship between such drug misuse and Telephone: 031-556 8400 Ext 5901
crime and the aim of the study described in the Bulletin
was to examine this relationship and to provide an Public sector rents 1984-85-Scotland
estimate of the total number of offences which this Statistical Bulletin HSIU No. 14 issued by the Scottish
group of persons might be repsonsible for. Development Department (SDD) in July shows the

Information is given in the Bulletin about the number average annual rent for public sector dwellings as at
of persons convicted and the number of convictions
for ‘standard list’ offences (indictable offences and
some serious summary offences) which had been recor
ded by each age up to 27. Information is also given 
about the time between first conviction and first notifi

30 September 1984 as reported to the SDD. It examines 
the movement of rents over past years and considers 
this in relation to prices and earnings. Dwelling sizes 
and rent arrears are also covered.

cation as an addict, the type of offence and the source 
of notification as an addict.

Statistical Bulletins, price 50p, can be obtained from
the address given above.

Reference
Criminal convictions o f  persons first notified as narcotic drug addicts in 1979-81, 
Home Office Statistical Bulletin No. 19/85, (Price £2.50 net). See page 71.31 for 
availability.

Housing trends in Scotland
Bulletin HSIU No. 16 summarises quarterly housing
trends in Scotland, as reported to the Scottish Develop
ment Department by the various housing authorities,

Scottish Housing Statistics 1984
This is the second of the annual series and contains

for the first quarter of 1985. Topics covered include
new house building, dwellings demolished or closed.
improvements of existing houses, public sector house

mainly annual information which in previous years was 
published in the quarterly editions of Scottish Housing 
Statistics.

sales and sales by housing associations.
Statistical Bulletins, price 50p, can be obtained from

the address given above.
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Welsh inter censal survey, 1986
Following the cancellation of the 1986 Census of Popu
lation, the Welsh Office and Department of Environ-

Housing Statistics-Northern Ireland
Northern Ireland Housing Statistics to December 1984 
was published in September by HMSO Belfast on

ment sought ways to supply their information needs. behalf of the Department of the Environment, Nor-
Both Departments proposed large scale surveys, that them Ireland, Housing Division.

In addition to a table of key indicators there are 
sections on Output and new orders; House building

for the Welsh Office being combined with the proposed 
1986 Welsh House Condition Survey.

The Welsh Inter Censal Survey, 1986, is the name progress; Public authority housing; Slum clearance, 
adopted for the large scale household survey in Wales dwelling repair and improvement; Housing Finance;
which seeks social data on households and the people and General notes,
living in them together with the date of construction 
of dwelling and a lay person’s view of the condition 
of certain elements of the dwelling. The sample size is 
60,000 addresses which is made up of a minimum local 
authority district sample size of 1,280 or five per cent 
of domestic hereditaments, whichever is the greater.
The sample addresses are being drawn systematically HEALTH 
from the rating lists in the Valuation Offices in Wales;
this address source was chosen in preference to the Hospital in-patient statistics for England

Reference
Northern Ireland Housing Statistics to December 1984 (HMSO Belfast) (Price 
£3.90 net)

Postcode Address File because of the requirement to 
collect rateable values for each address.

The survey will be conducted by the Research Con
sortium 1985 comprising Taylor Nelson and Associates, 
Gordon Simmonds Research, the Harris Research 
Centre and MAS Survey Research in association with 
Research and Marketing (Wales and West). The field-

The latest results from the Hospital In-patient Enquiry, 
a continuous survey on a one in ten sample of NHS 
patients in all hospitals in England excluding psychi
atric hospitals and departments published in 
September. The ‘main tables’ volume for 1983 consists 
of a set of tables on microfiche.

This publication amplifies and complements the
work will be undertaken between January and May ‘summary tables’ published in July 1985 and contains 
1986. Interviews will last approximately twenty minutes statistics of in-patient spells, discharge rates, waiting 
and will be conducted with the head of household or
spouse.

When the questionnaires are all completed, a sub 
sample of 20,000 addresses will be selected for inclusion 
in the 1986 Welsh House Condition Survey. The 60,000 dence of the patient.

times, duration of stay and use of beds analysed by 
diagnosis, hospital department and region of treatment, 
source of admission, surgical operations and type of 
accident by sex, age, marital status and area of resi-

sample will be stratified by date of construction and The Hospital In-patient Enquiry is organised jointly
overall, observed condition of the dwelling. The sam- by the Department of Health and Social Security and 
pling proportions in each stratum will be such that the Office of Population Censuses and Surveys. The
older and poorer condition dwellings have a greater statistics it provides serve both medical and adminis-
probability of being selected. The principal effect of 
this design is to concentrate costly surveyor resources

trative purposes, being used in, for example, the plan
ning of hospital buildings, organising services and

on properties that are more likely to need a higher allocating resources, the surveillance of trends in hospi-
degree of repair.

Requests for copies of the questionnaire or other 
inquiries about the survey should be addressed to:

Ed Swires-Hennessy 
Survey Statistician 
Welsh Office 
New Crown Building 
Cathays Park 
CARDIFF CFl 3NQ
Telephone: Cardiff (0222) 825087 or GTN 2064- 
5087

tal care and as background data for research projects.
Since 1982 these Hospital In-patient data relate to a 

sample of patients treated in England only and not, as 
formerly, England and Wales. Information on data 
available for Wales can be obtained by writing to the 
Welsh Office, Cathays park, Cardiff, CFl 3NQ.

References
Hospital In-patient Enquiry 1983 main tables (Series MB4 no 23) (HMSO, 1985) 
(Price £9.50 exclusive of VAT)
Hospital In-patient Enquiry: summary fables 1983 (Series MB4 no 22) (HMSO, 
1985) (Price £6.20 net)

Drug-related illness
This DHSS bulletin, published on 22 August 1985 is 
the first to deal specifically with drug-related illness. It
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includes graphs, tables and commentary summarising
drug-related admissions to and discharge from mental

Regional drinking patterns
The report of a survey conducted by OPCS on behalf

illness hospitals and units over the period 1979-83, of the Department of Health and Social Security on
together with some information on activity at drug the regional differences in drinking patterns was nub-
addiction out-patient clinics over the same period.

Reference
Menial illness hospitals and units in England: drug misuse statistics 1979-83 (Price 
£1.00 net). See page 71.32 for availability.

Infectious diseases during pregnancy
The report of an investigation into the late effects of
antenatal virus exposure, which represents the longest

lished in October. One purpose of the study was to 
identify differences in average drinking patterns 
between two pairs of health regions considered to be 
at opposite extremes of the consumption/alcohol-risk 
spectrum. However, as regions encompass people with 
a variety of living styles it was decided to sub-divide 
regions into conglomerations of neighbourhoods 
defined mainly by the types of housing, social class,
and employment found there in the 1971 Census. The

•  ^ ^

follow-up study of this kind ever undertaken was pub- purpose of the survey was to see whether regional
lished in September. Over 2,500 persons born after differences in drinking behaviour could be explained
exposure to virus infection in utero, and an equal different types of residential neighbourhood1 * 1 . « ■
number of control individuals, were followed up by which the regions contain.
obtaining death certificates or questionnaires completed
by doctors. This volume explains the background to
the investigation, discusses difficulties in the recognition

Reference
Differences in drinking patterns between selected regions by Elizabeth Breeze 
(HMSO. 1985) (Price £12.00 net)

and measurement of effects of infections in utero.
describes the sources and methods used, and presents
and discusses in detail the results of the study.

Among the findings of the study is an appreciable
Smoking among school children

deficit of skin and subcutaneous tissue disease, benign
neoplasms of the skin and possibly also diseases of the
nervous system among individuals exposed to varicella-

The report of the findings of the second national survey
of smoking among secondary school children, will be 
published soon.

zoster virus in utero. The report suggests a biological 
mechanism for this association. The results also corrob-

The first was carried out in 1982 when the Depart
ment of Health and Social Security and the Scottish

orate published evidence of a high cumultative inci-
Home and Health Department asked Social Survey

dence of deafness among those exposed to rubella
Division to provide estimates of the number of pupils 
who smoked and how much they smoked, and to

during gestation, and an excess of cancer was found describe the smoking behaviour of those pupils who
among those exposed to Herpes viruses.

Reference
Infectious diseases during pregnancy: A follow-up study o f  the long term effects 
o f exposure to viral infections in utero by P. E. M. Fine et at. OPCS Studies on 
Medical and Population Subjects No. 49 (HMSO 1985) (Price £6.20 net)

did smoke. Two national samples were surveyed in 
order to provide separate estimates for England and 
Wales and for Scotland.

Official concern about smoking among school chil
dren had grown in recent years as a result of increasing

Occupational reproductive epidemiology
Recent years have seen an increasing recognition of the 
potential of occupational hazards to affect repro
duction.

concern over the health consequences of smoking 
among adults. Research had shown that most adult
smokers adopted the smoking habit in their teenage
years; children and teenagers had therefore become a
key target for preventive education and one of the

The primary aim of an OPCS study published in
principal goals of the Health Departments’ policy on

September, is to show how routinely collected statistics
smoking was to discourage children from starting to 
smoke. However, there was a lack of information

on reproductive outcome might be used to look for
occupational hazards, and perhaps provide background 
data for other studies. It represents the results of the

about the smoking behaviour of children on a national 
scale.

In 1984 the Health Departments asked the Social
first major analysis of routinely collected statistics for Survey Division to repeat the 1982 survey in order to
England and Wales occupational reproductive epidemi- provide a second set of estimates of smoking prevalence
ology. among secondary school children from which they

Reference
Occupational reproductive epidemiology: the use o f routinely collected statistics 
in England and Wales 1980-82 by M. E. McDowall. OPCS Studies on Medical 
and Population Subjects No. 50 (HMSO. 1985) (Price £8.90 net)

could begin to monitor trends in children’s smoking
rates. The 1984 survey had three national samples:
England and Wales and Scotland, as in 1982, plus a
new national sample for Wales to provide the Welsh
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Office with their own separate estimates of smoking 
prevalence among secondary school pupils.

The 1984 survey covered some new ground. As well 
as providing estimates of smoking prevalence and 
describing pupils’ smoking behaviour, the survey had 
a third aim: to explore some of the attitudes pupils 
held towards smoking, in particular towards the health 
risks of smoking.
References
Smoking among secondary school children in 1984 by Joy Dobbs and Alan Marsh 
(HMSO, 1985) (Price forthcoming)
Smoking among secondary school children by Joy Dobbs and Alan Marsh (HMSO. 
1983) (Price £8.50 net)

Scottish Health
Scottish Hospital Inpatient Statistics 1983, the twenty- 
third in the series, was published in August 1985. 
It contains information on patients discharged from 
Scottish hospitals (except for mental illness, mental 
deficiency, and maternity hospitals and units). Analyses 
include discharges, bed days and stay by age, sex and 
diagnosis; and by area of residence and diagnosis. 
Cases, mean stay, waiting list cases and mean wait are 
shown by area of treatment and operation. Detailed 
analyses are shown on microfiche: these include dis
charges and mean stay by speciality, age and diagnosis/ 
operation.

References
Scottish Hospital Inpatient Statistics 1983 (Price £10.00 with microfiche, £7.50 
without microfiche) ISSN 0265-9034
Medical and Dental S taff in Scotland-Hospital and Community Services 1984 
(Price £4.00) ISSN 0265-8917
Hospital Utilisation Statistics 1983 (Price £4.00) ISSN 0265-900X
Hospital Bed Resources 1983 (price £5.00) ISSN 0265-8992
Scottish Mental Health Inpatient Statistics 1983 (Price £7.50) ISSN 0265-9026

EDUCATION
Education Statistics; Scotland
Excess and deficit o f teachers by subject 
This bulletin gives estimates of the net excess or deficit 
of teachers in each of the main subjects taught in 
education secondary schools in Scotland at September 
1983 and September 1984. It shows the position for 
Scotland as a whole, for each Region and Islands 
authority and for the administrative divisions of 
Strathclyde.

School leavers
This bulletin gives information about the numbers of 
pupils leaving school in Scotland in sessions 1976-77 
(the first for which the current school leaving arrange
ments applied) to 1983-84 inclusive. A separate bulletin

Medical and Dental staff in Scotland: hospital and will be published later giving details of the Scottish 
community services at 30 September 1984 was pub- Certificate of Education qualifications held by school

leavers, term of leaving and the stage of secondary 
education reached.

lished in August 1985. The statistics, collected by a 
census, analyse staff by grade, age, sex, speciality and 
health board area. The booklet contains analyses of
units of medical time, domiciliary consultations, and Students in vocational non-advanced further education
permanent vacancies by grade and speciality. Distinc
tion awards are analysed by speciality.

Hospital utilisation statistics and Hospital bed 
resources (year ending 31 March 1983) will be published 
in October 1985. The first gives data on hospital beds, 
bed use, waiting lists, and outpatient attendances, 
analysed by speciality. The second contains data on the 
numbers of available beds by hospital and speciality. 
Scottish mental health inpatient statistics. The 1983 
edition of this publication is due to be published in 
November 1985. It provides detailed statistics on 
admission to, discharges from, and residents in Scottish 
Psychiatric Hospitals. Information is provided on diag
nosis, age, sex and length of stay.

Copies (prices below) can be obtained from: 
Information Services Division 
Common Services Agency 
Scottish Health Service 
Trinity Park House 
South Trinity Road 
Edinburgh EH5 3SQ 
Telephone: 031-552 6255 Ext 2707

This bulletin gives details of students on non-advanced 
level courses of vocational further education in 
Scotland in sessions 1980-81 to 1983-84 inclusive.

See page 71.32 for availability of bulletins.

MANPOWER AND EARNINGS
Labour market quarterly report
The Manpower Services Commission’s September 
Labour Market Quarterly Report contains information 
about trends in employment, unemployment, vacancies 
and skill shortages, and an international comparison 
of the education and training of 16-18 year olds. It 
also contains two special features on the USA Labour 
market and on second jobbing.

Enquiries about the Report should be sent to: Alan 
Robinson, Labour Market Economics and Statistics 
Branch, Training Division, W814, Manpower Services 
Commission, Head Office, Moorfoot, Sheffield. Tele
phone: 0742-704194 or GTN 2023 4194.
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Changing graduate labour market
The Employment Market Research Unit (EMRU) 
recently conducted a brief analysis of areas where

Trends in the graduate labour market
An article in the May issue of the Employment Gazette
used the 1983 ‘first destinations survey’ to examine the

graduate employment has been expanding in recent patterns of new graduates entry to the labour market.
years. An article by Mark Adams and Pamela Meadows This present article links those results with previous
(EMRU) in Employment Gazette September 1985, surveys to look at trends in the output and deployment
analyses the evidence on the first destinations of new of new graduates since the mid-1970s.
university and polytechnic graduates and reports the
results of a series of industry case studies involving
contacts with employers and professional bodies.

Reference
Employment Gazelle July 1985 (HMSO) (Price £2.95 net)

Reference
Employment Gazelle September 1985 (HMSO) (Price £2.95 net)

Young people leaving school
An article in the August 1985 issue of Employment
Gazette presents tables and charts showing estimates

^  A  ^  ^

and projections from 1980-81 to 1990-91 of the num-

Employment Gazette
bers of young people leaving school in Great Britain,

The following articles that may be of interest to readers analysed by age and sex, and distinguishing those
^  A  ^

appeared in the Employment Gazette for July 1985: leaving to become available for employment. The
results update and extend those given in a similar
article published in June 1983.

Unemployment adjusted for discontinuities and
seasonality
This article introduces a seasonally adjusted series of

References
Employment Gazelle, August 1985 (HMSO) (Price £2.95 net) 
Employment Gazette, June 1983 (HMSO) (Price £2.35 net)

monthly estimates of unemployment (excluding school
leavers), adjusted to allow for discontinuities in cover- Industrial stoppages in 1984
age. The series provides a better basis for assessing article in the August 1985 issue of Employment
the trend in adult unemployment than the currently Gazette looks at stoppages of work due to industrial

II; published seasonally adjusted series, which it replaces. disputes in 1984, recent trends, and discusses the cover-
The new series, like the old, begins in 1971. It is worth gf the statistics. The tables show numbers of
noting that the new series is identical to the old from stoppages, workers involved, and lost working days.
August 1983 onwards, when the provisions of the 1983 analysed by industry, region, cause, and size of dispute.
Budget were fully introduced. In effect, the new series and gives details of the prominent disputes of 1984.
takes the current coverage and estimates the position
as if that coverage had been in force since 1971. The
adjustments made to the seasonally adjusted series do 
not affect the recorded level of total unemployed, which 
remains unchanged from the figure observed at the 
time the count was taken.

Reference
Employment Gazette, August 1985 (HMSO) (Price £2.95 net)

New Earnings Survey 1985
The results of the 1985 Survey giving information on 
the eainings and hours of work of employees in April

Recent trends in labour costs 1981 to 1984
Brings up to date the results of the 1981 labour costs

1985 are being published in a series of six booklets 
from the end of October 1985.

survey published in Employment Gazette May 1983, The contents of the booklets will be similar to those
page 188. The estimates are provisional and will be P'^^lished last year: Part A (streamlined analyses and
revised when the results of the detailed survey being agreements by agreement). Part B (reports, summary
carried out in respect of 1984 are available early 1986. analyses and other analyses by agreement), Part C

Labour force outlook

(industry analyses). Part D (occupation analyses), Part 
E (analyses by region and age group) and Part F

Estimates of the labour force in mid-1984, incorpor
ating information now available from the 1984 Labour

(analyses of hours of work, earnings of part-time
women employees and in addition new analyses of the
number of people affected by different types of collec-

Force Survey, are presented together with projections 
to 1991. Trends in the size of the labour force and the

tive agreement). This information on collective agree-

level of activity rates since 1971 are reviewed and
ments was last collected in 1978).

Part A was issued on 31 October and the other
present estimates and projections are compared with booklets will be published at regular intervals with Part
those previously published. F appearing at the end of January 1986.
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An article containing some summary results of the ommendation.) Appendix 2 gives a summary of key 
survey will appear in the October issue of Employment manning statistics for the defence medical services from

1982 to 1985; Appendix 3 details salaries introduced 
at 1 April 1984 and 1 November 1984; and a full list 
of the Review Body’s Reports is in Appendix 1.

Gazette.

References
Employment Gazette (HMSO monthly) (Price £2.95 net)
Mew Earnings Survey 1985 (HMSO in six parts) (Price £8.50 net each or subscrip
tion for the whole set of six £50.00 including postage) Reference

Review Body on Armed Forces Pay, Service Medical and Dental Officers, Supple
ment to Fourteenth Report: Cmnd. 9568 (HMSO June 1985) (Price £2.60 net).

Top salaries
Report No. 22 of the Review Body on Top Salaries 
(Chairman, Lord Plowden) was published in July 1985,
The report recommends salaries, summarised in Chap- AGRICULTURE AND FOOD
ter 6, for the higher judiciary and certain other judicial
appointments, senior civil servants and senior officers Agricultural censuses and surveys 
in the armed forces. (The Government has announced 
that with a few exceptions, half the increases rec- 
ommended, with a minimum of five per cent, would 
be received from 1 July 1985 and the balance from 1 
March 1986; that the recommendation that salaries for 
three permanent secretaries should be higher than those 
of other permanent secretaries would not be implemen
ted; and that a further statement would be made on Stocks o f home grown wheats barley and oats 
the recommendation for discretionary increments (from. England and Wales

April 1985 -  pig survey
The results of the first of this year’s two pig surveys 
in England and Wales and the United Kingdom were 
published in MAFF Statistics Notice STATS 147/85 
on 10 June 1985.

Figures for April 1985 were published in MAFF Stat
istics Notice STATS 155/85 on 19 June 1985.

1 April 1986) for civil servants in Grades 2 and 3.)
The report is published in two volumes. In addition

to the Review Body’s report, Volume 1 contains the 
results of a survey of pay and other benefits, including 
pensions, at senior levels in leading private sector 
companies in 1983-84 (Appendices D and E) which was 
carried out by the Office of Manpower Economics 
(OME) which provides the Review Body’s secretariat; 
an evaluation of superannuation benefits by the 
Government Actuary (Appendix F); and a management
consultant’s report on the pay of senior civil servants June 1985 - Agricultural and horticultural census
and officers in the armed forces (Appendix G). Volume The provisional results for England and the United
2 contains the report of a sub-committee of the Review Kingdom were published in MAFF Press Release 
Body on relativities within the judicial salary structure No. 238 on 23 August 1985. Copies of the Press Notice

Annual estimates o f crop production 
The annual estimates of production with the areas and 
average yields for the principal agricultural crops in 
England and Wales and the United Kingdom were 
published in MAFF Statistical Notice STATS 182/85 
on 23 July 1985.

(Appendix H), and the results of a survey of earnings 
at the Bar carried out by OME (Appendix I).

Reference
Review Body on Top Salaries, Report No. 22, Eighth Report on Top Salaries 
Volume 1 Cmnd. 9525-1 (HMSO July 1985) (Price £9.15 net) Volume 2 
Cmnd. 9525-2 (HMSO July 1985) (Price £6.70 net)

Armed Forces Pay (Service medical and dental officers)
A supplement to the Fourteenth Report of the Review 
Body on Armed Forces Pay, published in July 1985, 
deals with the pay of Service medical and dental 
officers. Recommended military salaries for the ranks 
of Captain to Colonel, appropriate at 1 June 1985 National Food Survey 
are in Table 1; paragraphs 23-25 include details of 
recommended salaries for Brigadiers, pre-registration 
medical practitioners and cadets; and paragraphs 26- 
29 are concerned with medical additional pay. (The 
Government has announced acceptance of the rec-

can be obtained from the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Food, Room 500A, Great Westminster 
House, Horseferry Road, London SWIP 2AE (Tele
phone: 01-216 6763).

Copies of the MAFF Statistics Notices can be 
obtained, free of charge, from:

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Press Office
Whitehall Place
London SWIA 2HH
Telephone: 01-233 8226

Results for the second quarter of 1985 have now been 
published. These, together with more detailed monthly, 
quarterly and other unpublished data are available on 
a subscription basis.

For details contact:

> i  I

■j
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National Food Survey Branch
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Room 419

61.24, 63.36, 64.29, 65.36, 66.53, 67,40, 68.41, 69.42

Whitehall Place (West Block)

and 70.36.
Inquiries about, but not requests for, the articles 

should be addressed to:
London SWIA 2HH
Telephone: 01-233 5088

Mr Pom Ganguly
Small Firms Division, Department of

Agriculture in Scotland 1984
The annual Command paper Agriculture in Scotland

Employment 
Room 214, Ashdown House

was recently published. The Report contains both corn- 123 Victoria Street, London, SWIE 6RB

mentary and tables on the various aspects of Scottish 
agriculture, it commences with a brief review of the

Reference
British business (HMSO weekly) (Price £1.25 net)

general agricultural situation in Scotland. Chapter 2 Iron foundries
covers output, production and prices. Chapter 3 pro- British business 19 July 1985 contained results of the
cessing and marketing, and Chapter 4 deals with sub- 1983 benchmark inquiry into iron foundries.
sidies. Other chapters cover estate management; land The survey was carried out by the Business Statistics
use and tenure; improvement schemes and co-oper- Office to obtain an up-to-date pciture of the size and
ation; crop improvement and pest control; livestock structure of the industry. It is the first comprehensive
improvement; animal health; R&D, education and
advisory services; agricultural labour; economics and
statistics; and Departmental organisation and finance.

Reference
Agriculture in Scotland Report fo r  1984 Cmnd. 9504 (HMSO) August 1985 (Price 
£4.90 net) ISBN 0 10 195040 3

INDUSTRIAL STATISTICS

Housing and construction statistics
Housing and Construction Statistics, 1974-1984 is the 
sixth edition of this annual reference book which illus
trates trends over the past decade.

There is detailed value and volume information on
construction orders and output, labour, structure,
materials and investment. For housing there are tables
on housebuilding, renovations, slum clearance, stocks
of dwellings, finance and rent regulation.

There are nine new* tables covering renovations,
energy conservation, local authorities, mortgages and 
building societies. Ten tables have been deleted -  stocks
of housing associations dwellings, and all section 12.

Reference
Housing and Construction statistics. Great Britain. 1974-1984 (HMSO 1985) (Price 
£25 net) ISBN 0 11 751688 0

Business stops and starts: UK 1980-84
An article in British business 23 August 1985 brings 
together information to hand on business starts and
stops in the United Kingdom for the period 1980 to 
1984. This five-year survey gives reasons why businesses 
deregister. Based on VAT information, the analysis 
was written by Pom Ganguly then DTI’s, now Depart
ment of Employment’s Small Firms Division.

Previous articles in British business have been
covered in Statistical News 56.29, 57.26, 58.32, 59.45,
71.44

survey since the major contraction of the industry 
began in the early seventies.

There is a commentary and five tables covering
historic comparison of iron foundries; production by
end use and employment size, and by region; iron
foundries stocks and consumption of raw materials;
and comparison of benchmark inquiry with quarterly 
Business Monitor figures.

Any enquiries should be made to:
Department of Trade and Industry 
Statistics Division IB
Room 1902
Millbank Tower
Millbank
London, SWIP 4QU 
Telephone: 01-211 4771

Reference
British business (HMSO weekly) (Price £1.25 net)

DISTRIBUTION AND OTHER SERVICES

Distributive and service trades: results of 1983 inquiries
An article in British business 16 August 1985 gave
results from Business Statistics Office inquiries into the
distributing and services trades, together with compar
able figures for recent years. The relevant inquiries are 
those conducted annually into retailing, wholesaling, 
catering and the motor trades and biennially into road 
transport, certain other service trades and property.

The inquiries are taken primarily for national 
accounts purposes, including the provision of estimates 
of output, consumers’ expenditure, stock changes and
capital expenditure.

A description of the methodology used is described 
in the article.
Reference
British business (HMSO weekly) (Price £1.25 net)
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Cinemas 1984
The full results of the annual film exhibitors inquiry
were recently published in Business Monitor MA2. The as last year’s, but some significant changes have been 
Monitor provides analyses by region, seating capacity.

although some span a longer or shorter period. The 
structure of this year’s edition is essentially the same

box-office takings and cinemas type.
A summary of the results was also carried in British 

business.

References
Business Monitor MA2 Cinemas 1984 (HMSO October 1985) (Price £4.70 net) 
British business 30 August 1985 (HMSO weekly) (Price £1.25 net)

made, for example, with a second colour being intro
duced for certain charts and the addition of new tables 
which give more detailed analysis than before. A new 
section (part 7) has been added to bring together some 
key historical series.

Reference
Transport Statistics Great Britain 1974-84 (HMSO September 1985) (Price £17.50) 
ISBN 0 11 550713 2
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Digest of United Kingdom Energy Statistics 1985
The latest edition of this series, prepared by the Econ-

United Kingdom shipping industry: international 
revenue and expenditure 1984
The United Kingdom shipping industry earned £3.2 
billion in 1984 from its international activities. This

omics and Statistics Division of the Departinent of a slight increase on the £3.0 billion in 1983 and a
Energy, was published at the end of July. It contains change in trend which had been continuously down-
seventy-six tables and four pages of maps and charts. ward from the £3.8 billion earned in 1979. In particular

The first section covers general energy statistics and passenger revenue has shown a marked increase in
includes tables showing inland consumption of fuels recent years, with £0.6 billion being earned in both
on a primary fuel input basis (in coal equivalent, in ^933 1984. In 1984 freight revenue increased to
oil equivalent and in terms of the thermal content of £i j billion for United Kingdom imports and exports

and to £1.3 billion for cross trade freight, but charter 
receipts from foreign operators fell to £0.2 billion. A

fuels). Other tables show the estimated value of pur
chases of fuels, energy consumption by final users and
an analysis of consumption by main industrial groups, statistical bulletin published by the Department of 
The section also contains charts showing trends in the Transport in October contains tables showing revenue
inland consumption of primary fuels and equivalents. and expenditure figures for the industry between 1974

returns made to HM Customs and Excise and published 
in the Overseas Trade Statistics.

The other sections deal separately with individual and 1984. Various components of revenue and expendi- 
fuels, prices and values of fuels and foreign trade in shown for the industry as a whole and separ-
fuels. Fuel production and consumption statistics are ately for liner and container ships, tankers, and dry
derived mainly from the records of fuel producers and bulk vessels. An accompanying article analyses these 
suppliers. Foreign trade statistics are derived from figures in detail for 1983 and 1984 and compares them

with earnings in earlier years. Previously articles were 
published in British business the magazine of the 
Department of Trade and Industry.

The statistics described were prepared in co-oper
ation with the General Council of British Shipping 
(GCBS) and through the assistance of its members who 
contribute to annual and quarterly inquiries conducted 
by the GCBS.

United Kingdom Shipping Industry: International 
Revenue and Expenditure 1984. Statistical Bulletin (85)

Reference
Digest o f  United Kingdom Energy Statistics 1985 (HMSO July 1985) (Price £12.50 
net)

TRANSPORT

Transport Statistics Great Britain
Transport Statistics Great Britain 1974-84 has been 33 price £5. Obtainable from: Department of Trans- 
prepared by the Statistics Directorate of the Depart- port. Publication Sales Unit, Building 1, Victoria Road,
ment of Transport in collaboration with the Scottish South Ruislip, Middlesex HA4 ONZ. Telephone: 01-
Development Department, the Welsh Office and other 845 7788 Ext. 210.
government departments. Inquiries about the survey, but not requests for the

The publication is designed to bring together a com- Bulletin, should be addressed to:
prehensive range of statistics relating to transport in 
order to facilitate informed discussions on transport 
developments and policies. Using ‘camera ready copy’ 
for the tables has resulted in this year’s edition being 
published earlier than any of the previous ones. As in 
previous editions, most of the tables cover eleven years,

Mr C. Doran 
Room 235A
Department of Transport 
Romney House 
Marsham Street 
Telephone: 01-212 6027



Port Statistics 1984
The latest edition of the annual publication Port Stat-

very simple form which collects essential information; 
changing from a census to a sample return would not

istics 1984 has now been published by the Department be cost effective, but ways should be explored of further
of Transport and the British Ports Association. This aggregation of information before submission to the
is the fifth such annual publication produced since the 
closure of the National Ports Council and the third on

Department. The review recommended that PAS 15
should be retained in its present form.

the 'mode of appearance’ basis
Port Statistics 1984 provides details of total foreign

and domestic traffic through the principal ports of
Great Britain, by mode of appearance (ie broken down
into bulk traffic (by commodity), container and roll
on traffic, semi-bulk traffic and conventional traffic),

The review is published by the Department of Trans
port as Statistics bulletin (85) 30 price £2, obtainable 
from: Department of Transport, Publications Sales 
Unit, Building 1, Victoria Road,
Middlesex, HA4 ONZ.
Ext. 200.

Telephone:
South Ruislip, 

01-845 7788.

and reveals that 1984 was a record year for overall
Great Britain port traffic. The statistics also reflect the
effects of the miners’ dispute on ports and port traffic. Provisional results of 1984 Survey of International

Port Statistics 1984 has been produced jointly by Road Haulage
the Department of Transport and the British Ports 
Association and is available from the latter at Com-

A Statistics Bulletin published recently by the Depart-

monwealth House, 1-19 New Oxford Street, London
ment of Transport shows that in 1984 there was very 
little change in traffic levels on international road haul-

WCIA IDZ (Telephone: 01-242 1200). The price is age compared with 1983. Provisional results indicate
£21.00 including postage.

Purchases and sales of ships by the UK shipping
industry: 1984

that United Kingdom registered hauliers transported 
2.1 million tonnes outward to foreign countries and 
2.3 million tonnes inward. In terms of tonne-kilo-

An article in British business 16 August 1985 shows
metres, a measure which takes account of distances as

that the UK private sector shipping industry spent £454
well as loads, there was a two per cent increase in 1984 
to 2.1 billion in each direction.

million in 1984, net of disposals, on new and second- The Bulletin presents 1984 results according to sev-
hand ships compared with £244 million in 1983. Deli- important variables. Probably of most interest is
veries of several large and expensive new vessels from country in which goods are loaded or unloaded.
abroad accounted for this increase. In addition, £37
million was spent on alterations to existing ships, £5
million more than in 1983. The United Kingdom sector

This, and an analysis by commodity description, are 
further broken down by whether the goods were carried 
on ‘own account’ or ‘for hire or reward’. Other tables

spent £6 million on new ships in 1984, compared with 
£5 million in 1983.

examine the regions within the United Kingdom where

Accompanying tables include expenditure of UK pri-
the movement of goods started and finished.

vate sector shipowners on new and second-hand ships
The statistics are available in Department of Trans-

based on time of delivery or sale; deliveries of new
vessels/and new orders placed for UK private sector 
shipowners analysed by country/area of build and type; 
and vessels on order at 31 December 1984 for UK

port Statistics Bulletin (85) 22 -  Provisional results o f 
the 1984 International road Haulage Survey, price £5, 
from:

Publications Sales Unit,

private sector shipowners -  analysis by country/area
of build and type. Timing and method of payments

Building 1, Victoria Road, 
South Ruislip 
Middlesex HA4 ONZ

are shown in separate tables, also the cost of ships
purchased and sold by UK leasing companies based on

Telephone: 01-845 7788 ext 210

time of delivery or sale.
As in previous years, an annual report on statistics

of international road haulage will be available later in

Reference
British business (H M SO  weekly) (P rice £1.25 net)

the year, updating the provisional figures and incorpor
ating analysis of relevant data from other sources.
Quarterly statistics of numbers of road haulage vehicles

Review of sea passenger movements statistics -  Form 
PAS 15

travelling to mainland Europe are also available from
the above address. The latest figures were published

The Department of Transport has carried out a quin
quennial review of Passenger return form PAS 15. 
This collects census information on the numbers of

in Statistics Bulletin (85) 20 (available from address
above).

Inquiries to:
passengers entering or leaving the United Kingdom by 
sea. In summary the review noted that PAS 15 is a

Department of Transport
Telephone: 01-212 3229
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NATIONAL ACCOUNTS The price of the magnetic tape that contains these
anonymised records, including explanatory material, is

Commodity flow accounts for the United Kingdom £500. Further information about it and the conditions 
A set of commodity flow accounts for the United under which it may be supplied is obtainable from the
Kingdom covering the period 1978 Q1 to 1985 Q2 has address given above,
been produced by the Central Statistical Office. These 
accounts, which match elements of supply and demand 
for some 40 commodity groups covering the whole 
economy, are based on the latest input-output relation
ships, and linked to the quarterly series of national 
accounts estimates. A full description of the accounts

R eference
Survey o f  Personal Incomes 1982-83 (H M SO  O cto b er 1985) (P rice £4.95 net)

Regional accounts
The November issue of Economic Trends will inclucie

is to be found in a recent article in Economic Trends an article on United Kingdom regional accounts. Pro-
(see below) The latest accounts are consistent with the visional estimates will be published by region, of gross
national accounts estimates published in November. domestic product and personal income in 1984. The

The commodity flow accounts are now being pro- tables include analysis of regional gross domestic pro
duced with the aid of finance from a group of users duct by industry and by factor income. The income
outside Government. They are not published, but are measure of gross domestic product is given at factor
available for purchase directly from the Central Statisti
cal Office. Enquiries should be addressed to:

cost.

Robin Lynch 
Input-output Section 
Central Statistical Office 
Cabinet Office 
Great George Street 
London SWIP 3AQ 
Telephone: 01-233 3553

Estimates of regional consumers’ expenditure are 
also included for the years up to and including 1984.

R eference
Economic Trends No 385 (H M S O  N ovem ber 1985) (P rice  £9.95 net). See the 
inside back cover fo r deta ils  o f  how  to  o b ta in  copies o f  the  article .

Reference
Economic Trends No 379, M ay 1985 (H M S O ) (P rice  £9.95 net).

HOME FINANCE
Income statistics

Companies in 1984
The latest Department of Trade and Industry Annual 
Report of matters within the Companies Acts 1948 to 
1983, Companies in 1984, was published in September. 
The Report, which reviews developments in 1984, and 
accompanying statistical tables, include information 
furnished by the Registrars of Companies for England 
and Wales, and for Scotland. Data shown include 
changes in numbers, new registrations, conversions, 

The 1982-83 edition of the Inland Revenue’s periodic number on registers, liquidations notified, petitions for 
publication Survey o f Personal Incomes was published compulsory winding-up, companies removed, investi- 
in November. The survey covers on a sample basis all gations, prosecutions, etc. Most tables give figures for 
individuals for whom income tax records are held by  ̂mn of years, 
the Inland Revenue. The range of tables is much 
narrower than was included in earlier editions. The ad 
hoc needs for special tabulations of the data can now 
normally be met much more readily than formerly, 
by application to Statistics Division, Inland Revenue,
Room TIO, Somerset House, Strand, London 
WC2R ILB (Telephone: 01-438 7412). A charge is 
made to cover the cost of producing ad hoc tables.

In addition, most of the case by case data from 
which the tables in the publication were compiled may 
now be made available, completely anonymised, in 
computer readable form. The case by case records 
available number about 53,000 and they provide cover
age of all ranges of income within the scope of the 
survey with the exception of incomes above £100,000.
For this range, which includes about .02 per cent of 
taxpayers, composite records rather than case by case 
records are included.

Reference
Companies in 1984 (H M S O  1985) (P rice £4.95 net) ISBN 0  11 513827 7

Insurance business
Business Monitor MA 16 Insurance business statistics 
1981 was published by HMSO in August 1985 for the 
Business Statistics Office.

The Monitor, the fifth in an annual series, lists all 
insurance companies authorised under the Insurance 
Companies Act 1982 to carry on one or more classes 
of insurance business in the United Kingdom on 31 
December 1983. Companies which have had their auth
orisation revoked during 1981, 1982 and 1983 are also 
listed. All figures are taken from returns made under 
the Insurance Companies Act 1974 and relate to 
accounting years ending during the calendar year 1981. 
Details given include total net premiums and total

71.47



assets, by company, and classes of insurance written Overseas travel and tourism
by each company. British business recently carried the latest article on the

Reference
Business M onito r MA 16 Insurance business stalislics 1981 (H M S O  A ugust 1985) 
(Price £9.40 net) ISBN 0 11 514127 8

annual survey of tourism covering 1984. The estimates 
and tables in the article were drawn from the results of
the International Passenger Survey, which is a sample

Cash limits
survey of passengers entering and leaving the United 
Kingdom. A description of the survey with notes and

A White Paper giving provisional outturn figures for definitions is given at the end of the article. Results are
cash limited expenditure, including external financing 
limits of nationalised industries, in 1984-85 and revised

published quarterly and annually in Business Monitors
MQ6 and MA6.

figures for 1983-84 was published in July 1985.
The cash limits for 1984-85 for central government

voted expenditure were published in the Supply Esti
mates and listed in the Chief Secretary’s Memorandum

R eferences
British business 20 S ep tem ber 1985 (H M SO  weekly) (Price £1.25 net)
Business M o n ito r M A6 Overseas travel and tourism 1984 (H M SO ) Septem ber 1985 
(P rice £5.25 net) ISBN 0  11 514129 4

on the Supply Estimates 1984-85. The original cash
limits relating to local authorities capital expenditure
and certain other expenditure were announced by writ
ten Parliamentary Question on 13 March 1984.

United Kingdom overseas direct investment in 1983
Subsequent to our note in Statistical News (70.40) 
British business 16 August 1985 gives details of
additional information which revises the published

References
Cash Limits 1984-85 provisional outturn {and 1983-84 outturn) C m n d . 9569 
(H M SO ) (P rice £5.15 net) ISBN 0 10 195690 8
Supply Estimates 1984-85 C m nd . 9161 (H M S O  1984) (P rice £7.00 net) 
ISBN 0  10 191610 8

figures given in British business 17 May 1985. A table
lists net changes for three countries over the inclusive
years 1980 to 1983. There are also comprehensive tables
on net outward direct investment and earnings by
United Kingdom companies for the period 1979 to
1983.

OVERSEAS FINANCE AND TRADE R eference
British business (H M S O  weekly) (P rice £1.25 net)

Overseas transactions by film and television companies
There was a substantial increase, for the third success- overseas trade analysed in terms of industries
ive year, in overall overseas net earnings of film and ^f'ilish business 2 August 1985 contains a note and two
television companies from the production and distri- l^tiles on UK overseas trade in goods for years 1978
bution of cinematographic film and television material. ^984 and the five quarters up to the end of the first
An article in British businessy 30 August 1985 (the
latest in an annual series) shows that net earnings in
1984 were £125 million, compared with £101 million
in 1983 and only £41 million in 1981. Virtually the

quarter of 1985 analysed in terms of the producing 
industries, as defined by the 1980 standard industrial 
classification, in contrast to the overseas trade statistics 
classification.

whole of these overseas net earnings were accounted for
by the film industry. Overseas receipts and expenditures

Business Monitor MQIO for the first quarter 1985 
includes as well as the normal span of years and

were affected by movements in the exchange rate for
sterling. The decline in the exchange rate, particularly
against the dollar, increased the sterling value of

quarters a supplement giving a run of back years 1978 
to 1983 showing greater detail in some areas than the 
British business note.

foreign currency earnings and overseas production
costs.

The article contains tables giving, overseas trans
actions in respect of film and television material 1973-
1984, overseas transactions in respect of film companies

R eferences
British business (H M S O  weekly) (P rice £1.25 net)
Business M on ito r MQIO Overseas trade analysed in terms o f  industry is published 
q u arte rly  and  is availab le o n  subscrip tion  from  H M SO , PO  Box 569, L ondon 
S E I 9N H , Price £8.50 a year

by area and by type of transaction and category of 
company 1979-1984. Overseas transactions of the BBC 
and IBA programme contractors by area are also given 
for 1979-1984. Notes and definitions are included. A

INTERNATIONAL

revised table 2 appeared in British business 20
September.

Industrial data for research purposes
In 1979, the Statistics and Survey Unit in the Division 
for Industrial Studies, United Nations Industrial Devel-

Reference
British business (H M SO  weekly) (P rice £1.25 net)

opment Organisation (UNIDO), embarked upon a pro
gramme to develop a data base for world industry. In

71.48
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order to encourage and to facilitate the study of world countries and engaged by UNIDO to assist in the 
industry, UNIDO now proposes to offer these data, in compilation of data, 
machine-readable form to users outside the United
Nations.

Objectives and Purpose
The data base was developed to meet the needs of 
economists and other researchers—initially in UNIDO 
and more recently for general use outside the United 
Nations system. In the development of the data base, 
first priority was to meet requirements arising in con
nection with multinational, or cross-country, studies. 
Thus, much of the work has been to develop a set of 
data which is comparable and consistent, both between 
countries and over time. Statisticians gave particular 
attention to the need to reconcile differences in national 
statistical practices such as differences in concepts and 
definitions and variations in the scope and coverage of 
the data.

Content and Coverage
The United Nations International Standard Industrial 
Classification (ISIC) was employed throughout the pro
ject. The concepts and definitions associated with that 
classification were also preferred and country data was 
adjusted to meet those standards to the extent possible.
The data pertain to the period 1963-1982 inclusive and 
are arranged according to the ISIC (at the 3-digit level) 
which provides for 28 industries to be included within 
the manufacturing sector. Information is included on 
each of the following fields: value added, gross output, 
wages and salaries, employment and production indices
and is presented by country, year and by industry. The united Nations, Department'of International Economic

Updating and Maintenance o f the Data Base 
The Statistics and Survey Unit will maintain and update 
the data annually as part of its responsibility to service 
UNIDO users. Future tapes will include data for an 
additional year as well as revisions, corrections and 
extensions in coverage which may include observations 
for earlier years dating back as far as 1963.

Details of price, tape characteristics, etc. may be 
obtained from:

Statistics and Survey Unit,
Division for Industrial Studies,
UNIDO, PO Box 300, A-1400,
Vienna, Austria

International publications
The following have recently been published and are 
available from HMSO:
United Nations

Energy balances and electricity profiles 1982, price 
£41.00 net

National accounts statistics, main aggregates and 
detailed tables 1982, price £85.00 net

National accounts statistics: analysis o f main aggre
gates, 1982 (Replaces 1982 yearbook o f national 
accounts statistics, Vol 2, international tables), 
price £45.00 net

National accounts statistics: government accounts 
and tables, 1982, price £35.00 net

Population bulletin o f the United Nations, No. 17, 
1984, price £11.00 net 

Statistical yearbook, 1982, price £60.00 net

data base presently contains complete information for 
60 countries with partial coverage of another 20 
countries. The methods used and the extent to which 
comparability and consistency have been achieved to 
date are documented in various UNIDO publications 
which will be kept up to date and revised as necessary.

Sources o f Information
Three major sources have been used in compiling and 
cleaning the data contained in the UNIDO data base. 
First, international sources, both published and unpub
lished, have been used. The second major source of 
information is national publications-industrial cen
suses, annual surveys and input-output tables. Over 
300 such publications have been collected by UNIDO 
during the course of the project. In using this infor
mation to adjust and clean the available data compiled 
from international sources, statisticians have exercised 
care to retain the international concepts/definitions 
associated with the ISIC. Finally, a third source of 
data has been national statisticians working in specific

and Social Affairs. Statistical Office 
Industrial statistics yearbook 1982

Vol 1: General industrial statistics, price £50.00 
net

Vol 2: Commodity production statistics 1973-1982, 
price £50.00 net 

Population studies
86 World population prospects: estimations and 

projections as assumed in 1982, price £47.00 net 
Industrial Development Organisation 

Handbook o f industrial statistics 1984 (This publi
cation contains detailed statistics for more than 
seventy countries for a variety of fields including 
the following: indicators of structural change, 
wages and salaries per employee, apparent con
sumption of manufactured commodities and 
growth performance. Available from HMSO 
price £50.00 net.)

United Nations Economic Commission for Europe 
Annual bulletin o f housing and building statistics 

for Europe, Vol 27, 1983, price £12.50 net
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Annual bulletin o f trade in chemical products 1983,
price £30.00 net

Annual bulletin o f general energy statistics for
Europe, price £15.00 net

Bulletin o f statistics in world trade in engineering
products 1983, price £35.00 net

United Nations International Narcotics Control Board
Comparative statement o f estimates and statistics on 

narcotic drugs fo r 1983 furnished by governments
in accordance with the international treaties, price
£6.00 net

Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAO)
Economic and social development papers

49-the world meat economy in figures, price £8.00
net

Economic and social department. Statistics division 
World agricultural statistics: FAO statistical 

pocketbook, 1984, price £4.00 net 
Fisheries series

23: Yearbook o f fisheries statistics 1983 {FAO
statistics series 55) Vol 56: catches and landings.
price £24.00 net

24: Yearbook o f fisheries statistics 1983 {FAO stat
istics series 59) Vol 57: fishery commodities, 
price £18.00 net 

Forestry series
18: Yearbook o f forest products, 1972-1983, 

{FAO statistics series 60), price £22.00 net 
Pulp and paper capacities: survey 1983-1988, 

chiefly tables, price £10.00 net 
Statistics series

61: FAO production yearbook 1984, price £15.00 
net

International Energy Agency

National accounts ESA 1970-82, detailed tables.
price £16.10 net

National accounts ESA aggregates 1960-1983, price 
£6.70 net

Studies of national accounts
8: Main indicators o f economic accounts in the

EC, USA and Japan 1970-1983 by Jean Claude
Roman, price £1.40 net

Rates o f value-added tax in agriculture 1968-1984,
price £1.40 net

Review 1974-1983, price £8.40 net
Yearbook o f fisheries statistics 1985, price £5.60 net
Yearbook o f industrial statistics 1984, price £8.10

net
Yearbook o f regional statistics 1985, price £14.00

net
OECD

The footwear, raw hides and skins and leather indus
try in OECD countries: 1982/1983 statistics {last
issue), price £4.50 net

Labour force statistics, 1963-1983, price £18.50 net 
National accounts Volume 2 detailed tables, price

£29.50 net
Revenue statistics o f OECD member countries, 1965-

1984, price £13.50 net
Review o f fisheries in OECD member countries 1984,

price £11.00 net

Readers should note that publications of international
organisations are subject to price changes.

Eurostat yearbook of industrial statistics
This publication, appearing for the first time, provides
a comprehensive summary of industry in the Economic
Community. It provides comparisons with industry of

Quarterly oil and gas statistics, 1985, 1st quarter, the USA and Japan and gives a general picture of
price £15.00 net

Coal information report 1985, price £40.00 net
industry in Spain and Portugal. Reference is also made
to specialised and detailed series in various publications

Council of Europe and data banks.
Population studies Information is given about employment in industry,
11: Changes in the composition o f households and 

the cycle o f family life by David Eversley, price 
£3.70 net

structure and activity of industry, data by size of
enterprises, production of and external trade in indus-

Eurostat

trial products and indices of industrial production, etc. 
The publication is available from HMSO, price £8.10

ACP basic statistics, 1985, price £5.60 net net

Demographic statistics 1985, price £11.20 net
Economic accounts: agriculture, forestry 1978-1983,

price £4.50 net PUBLICATIONS
Electricity prices 1978-1984, price £8.40 net 
Employment and unemployment 1985

1. May: Structure o f registered unemployed in the 
Community, October 1980-October 1984, price 
£1.40 net

Guide to Official Statistics
The fifth edition of the Guide to Official Statistics is
expected to be published in December. Though the 
contents of this edition have been condensed, it upda-

2. June: The labour force in the European Com- tes, and in some cases extends the information included
munity, price £1.40 net in the 1982 edition.
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Carefully sub-divided for easy reference the Guide and monetary statistics since the Radcliffe Report
contains vital information about sources of government (which laid great stress on the assembly and dissemi-
and important non-government statistics for the United 
Kingdom over the last five years, making the Guide an 
invaluable factfinder for libraries, business, industry, 
education and the media.

As well as published sources of official and non
official statistics, the Guide notes regular and occasional 
reports and articles as useful sources of information.

nation of financial statistics) in response to the rec
ommendations of the Committee, the evolution of the 
financial system, and the changing needs of policy.

Services in the United Kingdom economy
This article examines some of the main factors which
have influenced the share of services in output and

At present it is not planned to publish a further employment in the United Kingdom, and recent trends 
edition of the Guide before 1988.

Reference
Guide to Official Statistics No. 5 1985 (HMSO) (Price to be announced) 
ISBN 0 11 620200 9

in the contribution of services to the balance of pay
ments. It notes that the share of services in employment 
and in output in current prices has risen steadily since 
the 1950s and compares UK experience with that of 
other major industrial countries. The contribution of 
services, and of individual service sectors, to the bal-

The fourteenth edition of the Scottish Abstract o f  ^rice of payments is examined in detail. The overall 
Statistics was published in July 1985. It has been surplus on UK trade and services increased from the

early 1960s but then declined*mainly because of a 
deteriorating performance in travel and

Scottish Abstract of Statistics

substantially revised and the sixteen chapters cover a 
wide range of topics including housing, health, labour, 
social security and leisure. It was prepared by the transport-and still remains below its 1981 peak.
Scottish Office and each section is accompanied by an 
introduction, a commentary, notes and definitions and 
a selection of charts.

sea

The Bank o f England as registrar 
This article surveys the principal changes which have

The publication is priced at £12 net, and cheques taken place over the past twenty-five years or so in the
Bank’s operations as principal registrar for government 
stock, in particular the introduction of computer facili
ties for handling transfers and dividends, with consequ
ent major savings in staff numbers. It also notes the 
changes which have taken place in the methods of issue 
and nature of government stocks and looks forward to 
prospective changes in the gilt-edged settlement system.

should be made payable to the Scottish Office and be 
submitted with the order to the address below:

The Librarian 
Scottish Office 
Room 2/65
New St Andrew’s House 
Edinburgh EHl 3TG

Bank of England Quarterly Bulletin
In addition to regular articles providing commentary 
on recent developments in the United Kingdom and

The external balance sheet o f the United Kingdom, 
developments to end-1984
This article, which continues an annual series, describes

world economies, and on domestic and international the main changes in external assets and liabilities recor-
financial markets, the September issue of the Bank’s ded during 1984. It also examines changes in the pattern
Quarterly Bulletin-the one hundredth issue-contains 
the following items:

One hundred issues o f the Quarterly Bulletin 
In this article. Sir Alec Cairncross recalls the part 
played by the Radcliffe Committee, of which he was a 
member, in the initial decision to publish the Quarterly

of capital flows in the period since the abolition of 
exchange controls. It notes, in particular, the rise in 
the non-bank private sector’s holdings of portfolio 
investment abroad over this period. It also offers broad 
estimates of full returns on overseas investment and 
compares them with recorded flows of interest, profits 
and dividends in the current account of the balance of

Bulletin, and traces the evolution and development of payments, 
the Bulletin as a source of comment and analysis over
the past twenty-five years.

Developments in United Kingdom banking and 
monetary statistics since the Radcliffe Report 
The previous article describes the origins of the Quar
terly Bulletin in the recommendations of the Radcliffe 
Committee. This article surveys the main steps over 
the past twenty-five years in the provision of banking

Performance o f large companies 
This note presents revised and updated estimates of 
company profitability derived from the published 
accounts of large companies, compiled by Datastream

Overall comoanv orofitabilitv continuedLtd. tocompany proniaoiniy 
improve in 1984, but individual industrial sectors dis
play widely differing performances and trends. The note 
also analyses the rate of return on trading assets-that

71.51



is excluding the profits of associated companies and The measurement o f fiscal stance
excluding the return on liquid and other non-trading Budget concepts have been made to serve different
assets. purposes-not just to measure the influence of govern-

The September issue also includes a subject Index 
of articles, covering all articles (other than the regular 
commentary article) together with speeches, notices and 
notes that have appeared in the previous 99 issues of 
the Bulletin.

ment finances on aggregate demand (‘fiscal stance’),
but also to measure the influence on money and capital 
markets, and to judge the long-run ‘soundness’ of
government finances. This paper written by Rajiv
Biswas, Christopher Johns and David Savage, reviews

The Bank’s Quarterly Bulletin (at £7.50 per copy) 
may be obtained from:

some common budget concepts from these differing 
points of view.

Bulletin Group 
Economics Division
Bank of England 
Threadneedle Street

It sets out from statistics calculated directly from 
the national accounts, and then goes on to describe 
the derivation of measures of fiscal stance which have
been computed for some years at the National Institute.

London These measures are then used to gauge broad move-
EC2R 8AH ments in fiscal stance over the past twenty years.

National Institute Economic Review
The behaviour o f UK imports o f manufactured goods. 
Keith Cuthbertson states in his paper that it is widely 
recognised that for the United Kingdom an expansion
ary policy may be limited by a balance of payments 
constraint. The severity of this external constraint 
depends inter alia on the composition of demand, 
possible capacity effects and the impact of any change 
in the exchange rate on the level of imports. We find

Approaches to the Public Sector Borrowing
Requirement (PSBR)
This paper written by John Odling-Smee and Chris
Riley, considers some issues of principle involved in
setting the PSBR against the background of the present
government’s approach to economic policy. It consi
ders among other things the implications of changes
in public sector assets and liabilities and the links
between fiscal and monetary policy in both the long

that for manufactured imports, capacity effects appear and the short term. It also considers briefly the merits
to have only a small transitory influence but the level and defects of various adjusted measures of the PSBR.
and composition of demand have powerful effects. Our
empirical results also suggest that changes in competiti
veness result in relatively large switches in expenditure:
the adjustment problems faced by the United Kingdom 
manufacturing sector after the recent large swings in 
the exchange rate are therefore likely to be severe. The 
long-term rise in UK import penetration is more likely 
to be due to increased specialisation in the production 
of traded goods rather than to autonomous non-price 
factors.

The conduct o f fiscal policy
This paper written by David Currie, has two broad 
themes. The first concerns the consequences of consist
ent forward-looking expectations for the design of
policy. The second concerns the global consequences
of adopting, generally in many countries, policy rules
designed in the single open economy context.

The first section of the paper addresses the problem
of policy design under rational expectations; the second

The quantification o f survey data on expectations
This article written by Simon Wren-Lewis, provides a

deals with the problem of designing a fiscal package 
to expand the economy from a state of recession; and 
the final section examines the design of rules for fiscal

critical survey of alternative methods of transforming policy in a stochastic world.
qualitative survey information into quantitative time Government borrowing and financial targetsseries for expectations. Some of these methods ar^
applied to Confederation of British Industries data on Keating, suggest that money supply targets can be
expected output growth and inflation. One particularly unemployment when domestic factors
interesting result is that UK manufacturing firms were
persistently over-optimistic about output growth during
the 1976-9 period.

cause an unexpected recession. But during a recession 
due to lower world trade, monetary targets should be 
maintained.

Government borrowing and economic policy 
A conference on this topic was held at the National 
Institute on Wednesday, 3 July 1985. The four papers 
presented, three by visiting speakers and one by mem
bers of the Institute staff, are reproduced in this issue 
of the Review.

The article examines earlier work by Alan Budd and
Terry Burns which influenced the original Medium-
Term Financial Strategy. This did not distinguish dom
estic and external factors, and implied that monetary 
targets should be maintained during a recession what
ever its cause.
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the debt-income ratio, a permanent rise in public spend
ing, initially paid for by borrowing, must eventually be
financed mainly through higher taxes. This is because Thurs 23 January 1986: 
greater borrowing will raise gilts yields, increasing debt 
interest payments. These must be financed by higher 
taxes. Thurs 13 February 1986:

Reference
National Institute Economic Reviw No. 113 August 1985, available from the 
National Institute of Economic and Social Research, 2 Dean Trench Street, Smith 
Square, London SWIP 3HE (Price £8.50 plus 45p postage)

Greater London Statistics
The 1983/84 Annual Abstract o f  Greater London Stat
istics contains definitive statistics for the years 1983 
and 1984 is now available.

*

There are twelve sections covering-economic activi
ties; population; Health and social services; education;

and communications; localtransport

Survey-A M Oliver, Dept, 
of Employment 
Geographical information 
and government-Prof D W 
Rhind, Birkbeck College. 
National population 
projections-C D Daykin, 
Government Actuary’s 
Department. R Armitage, 
Office of Population Censu
ses and Surveys.
Household projections- 
Dept. of the Environment 
The form and dissemination 
of the 1991 Census 
results-Office of Population 
Censuses and Surveys

The meetings take place at 5.00pm and are held in 
the Manson Theatre of the London School of Hygiene

Thurs 10 April 1986:

Thurs 22 May 1986:

Reference
1983/84 Annual Abstract o f  Greater London Statistics. Available from Technical 
Communications, 100 High Avenue, Letchworth, Herts, SG6 3RR, price £18.00 
(UK): £20.00 (elsewhere).

government
finance; land use; elections; housing; environmental 
services; protective services, licensing, and regulative and Medicine, Keppel Street, London WCl. 
functions; and cultural and amenity services.

GOVERNMENT STATISTICAL SERVICE

Review of regular surveys
The Business Statistics Office and the Survey Control
Unit have carried out a joint review of the short
period inquiries into the Retailing Trades as part of 

The 1984/5 report and accounts of the National Coal programme for reviewing all business inquiries
Board contains summary statistics of the industry’s (outlined in Statistical News 61.33). The report of the
performance for the period 1947 to 1984/5. These Category A review has been approved by Ministers of
include consumption, stocks, number of collieries, out- j^e Department of Trade and Industry.

The report contains recommendations that the retail 
inquiry should remain essentially unaltered 

although the possibility of re-introducing a broad com
modity analysis of the sales of certain larger retailers

National Coal Board

put per man year, men on colliery books, accidents, 
disputes tonnage lost and cash earnings per week. Some 
of the statistics are given by area.

There are reports on the NUM dispute, organisation
and relations with public bodies, production perform- should be considered. The only change recommended
ance and a finance summary.

Reference
National Coal Board Report and Accounts 1984/5. Available from National Coal 
Board, Purchasing and Contracts Office, Hobart House, Grosvenor Place, London 
SWIX7AE. price £3.00 net

CONFERENCES AND MEETINGS

Royal Statistical Society Study Group on the 
Government Statistical Service

for the retailers’ credit and debt inquiry is that the 
smallest credit grantors should be excluded; and for 
the retailers’ stocks inquiry that an attempt should be 
made to recruit some retailers with an annual turnover 
between £0.5m and £2m to supplement the existing 
panel.

Copies of the report giving full details of the review 
are available for £1.50 (including postage) from the 
Librarian, Business Statistics Office, Government 
Building, Cardiff Road, Newport, Gwent NP9 IXG 
(Telephone; 0633 56111 Ext 2399).

Set out below is a list of recently completed category
The Study Group began its 1985/86 session of meeting B reviews of surveys to businesses and local authorities, 
on Thursday 24 October with Mr Peter Kenny of the These surveys are subject to an internal departmental
Central Statistical Office talking about ‘Revision to review and a report which is monitored by the Survey
Quarterly Estimates of the Gross Domestic Product’. Control Unit. Any enquiries concerning a survey or its

The dates and subjects for the rest of this season’s review should be made to the appropriate departmental
meetings are as follows: contact point given below.
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/  Surveys to businesses
Sea passenger movement statistics

Mr P J Capell
Department of Transport 
Romney House 
Room A232
43 Marsham Street
London SWIP 3PY

Domestic waterborne freight statistics
Mr P J Mullock
Department of Transport 
Romney House 
Room A201
43 Marsham Street
London SWIP 3PY

Investment projects in the petroleum industry 
Capital expenditure survey of UK petroleum refining 
Imports and exports of crude oil 
lEA/EEC oil price information systems 

Mr T S Simmons
Department of Energy 
Thames House South
Millbank
London
SWIP 4QJ

Scottish Development Agency survey of labour per
formance of US plants in Scotland

Scottish Development Agency wages and salaries survey
Oil related employment in Scotland

I %

Mr A J Harvey
Industry Department for Scotland 
New St Andrew’s House
Edinburgh
EH l3TA

II Surveys to Local Authorities 
Industrial sites register 

Mr G R Jones
Planning Services Division 
Welsh Office
Cathays Park
Cardiff CFl 3NQ
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John Walton retired as Director of Statistics, Inland
Revenue on 25 September 1985 after thirty years in the 
GSS. Before that he worked at the US Government
European Headquarters for the Marshall Plan in Paris 
from 1952 to 1954.

We asked him for his reflections on his GSS career
and he has kindly supplied this personal note: 
When I arrived at the Inland Revenue in 1954 as the
first Assistant Statistician the Department had known— 
the framework of the national accounts statistics was
already established, with preliminary annual estimates
before the Budget, followed by the Blue Book in
summer. Indeed, most of the groundwork for quarterly
figures was already in place; whilst I was not personally
involved in the follow up to Mr Macmillan’s ‘Brad
shaw’ speech of 1956, my impression is that this pro
vided the impetus needed for the CSO to complete a
process which was already well under way. The pioneer
ing work in economic statistics was done by the pre
vious generation.

I feel fortunate to have been associated with two
strands in the subsequent elaboration and consolidation 
of macro economic statistics: first I worked throughout
the 1960’s with Tom Pilling and Owen Nankivell on
the balance of payments estimates and forecasts, at a 
time when there was a clear policy objective, which

-to maintain a fixed paritywas—rightly or wrongly- 
for sterling. It was an exciting period, certainly in the 
run-up to the devaluation of 1967! The other strand

—
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of payments. In the days before the discovery of under
recording of exports, the CSO regularly assessed the 
residual error or balancing item in the balance of 
payments estimates, and attributed one element, 
roughly quantified by a very simple process, as a 
‘recurrent positive element’ representing, it was 
suggested, the balance of unrecorded current account

was the development of estimates of the flow of funds 
and the improvement of financial statistics in general.
Here I was involved, in the beginning, as secretary of 
the precursor of the present Sub-committee on Finan
cial Statistics, which in the autumn 1959, following the 
report of the Radcliffe Committee on the Working of 
the Monetary System, hammered out the basis of the 
present framework, in a series of ten or so weekly transactions. The judgement was that these were cur-
meetings. Much later, I had something to do with the rent transactions (resource flows or current transfers)
early stages of the further development of the flow of rather than capital. In the event, both the attribution, 
funds system so as to link up with ‘balance sheet’ and the quantification, quite neatly matched the export

under-recording that was subsequently unearthed. Of 
course, we might well have been wrong; but the risk 

since 1977, including a series of Green Papers on was in my view worth taking. The recent article on the
various aspects of the direct taxation system; in one elTect of revisions in the national accounts is a major

step in the right direction.
On a more personal note, I regret that the exchange 

of ideas between economic statisticians and the

estimates for the major sectors.
There have also been exciting times in the Revenue

year a change to the income tax allowances in the 
middle of the year—something that was virtually unpre
cedented; in another, almost two Budgets and certainly 
two Finance Acts. Generally, there has been little sign accountancy profession has not gone as far, and has 
of any interruption to what appears to have become a not been as productive, as was hoped when the debate
well established tendency, for each year’s Finance Act on inflation accounting was in train during the 1970’s.
to be longer and more complex than that of the It is an open secret that the CSO influenced the Sandi-
previous year.

I have no doubt that the range, comprehensiveness 
and reliability of the economic statistics framework is effects of changing costs and prices on the provisions

lands Committee a good deal towards the recommen
dations it made about methods of allowing for the

now much greater than it was some thirty years ago. 
And social statistics have been transformed: I regret 
having had no connection with this. I do wonder, 
however, whether something has been lost since those

for capital consumption which a business needs to 
make, if it is to maintain its physical assets. It was 
largely left to others, however, to address the problem 
of allowing for the effect that changes in the general

early days. Perhaps we have now become too cautious, price level have on ihe financing patterns of a business,
too reluctant to judge what is really going on, for With the advantage of hindsight, the approaches
instance when our survey results are out of date or 
when we are confronted with a large residual in the

suggested at the time (which looked to the maintenance 
of a business’s ‘operating capability’, with the effect

estimates. To take two examples. When I arrived in of tending to stabilise the antecedent pattern of financ
ing by debt and equity) were too complex. I have 
become a convert to CCA/CPP: for the benefit of 
those who know—or think that they know—what that

\

1954, I (following others) produced annual estimates 
for the Blue Book of the income distribution of the 
whole adult population in the preceding year. Now
adays such estimates are much more soundly based. means!
But they are produced once every three years and are
then at least three years old. In the 1950’s we did not Mrs R J Butler  ̂ Chief Statistician, Ministry of Defence 
have an annual survey of incomes—we just projected was transferred to HM Treasury in 16 September 1985. 
from earlier quinquennial surveys and fitted this projec- Mr D Wallage, Chief Statistician, Department of
tion in with partial information which was available Health and Social Security, transferred to Ministry of
annually. We still do much, but not all, of this work 
for internal purposes and,indeed, we go further in our

Defence on 1 October 1985.
Mr J A Astin, Statistician, Central Statistical Office,

forecasts. Perhaps we should be more willing to publish was promoted to Chief Statistician and transferred to 
up-to-date estimates, based on projections, of the more the Department of Trade and Industry on 1 November 
detailed sectoral or distributional figures; it is work 1985. 
which can usually be done much better inside the 
GSS than outside. Another example—not so telling
perhaps—comes to mind from the field of the balance College on 16 September 1985.

Mr R J Eason, Chief Statistician, returned to Inland 
Revenue after a period of loan to the Civil Service

I

1
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Mr /* J Stibbard, HM Treasury, was promoted to
Under Secretary (Grade 3) from 1 September 1985 and
transferred to the Department of Trade and Industry, 
where he succeeded Jack Hibbert as head of S2 Div
ision. Peter Stibbard began his career in private indus
try, working for seven years in marketing research
and statistics, followed by two years’ involvement in
economic and social surveys in the then newly-formed 
Greater London Council. He joined the Civil Service
in 1968, and spent the first fourteen years in the Central

Mr J R Calder was promoted to Under Secretary 
(Grade 3) on 26 September 1985 and succeeded John 
Walton as Director of Statistics, Inland Revenue.

After leaving University where he read mathematics, 
Julian Calder worked in a range of management science 
jobs in production and marketing. He joined the Cen
tral Statistical Office in 1973 where he did work connec
ted with the Royal Commission on Civil Liability and 
Compensation for Personal Injury. In 1975, he joined 
the National Accounts branch to work on the Con-

Statistical Office, initially working on survey control
and business statistics, followed by a short spell in the
national accounts branch. From 1973, after promotion
to Chief Statistician, he was head of the financial

sumers’ Expenditure estimates. He was promoted to 
Chief Statistician in 1978 with responsibility for GSS 
policy and the Survey Control Unit; and transferred 
to Inland Revenue in July 1981 where, for the last four

statistics branch, developing the presentation and con- years, he has been in charge of the Budgetary Support
tent of Financial Statistics and its annual Explanatory 
Handbook. Since 1982 he has worked in the General

and Forecasting Group.

Expenditure Policy Division of the Treasury on public
borrowing and expenditure statistics.

REDUCED PRICES FOR CSO PERIODICALS IN 1986
From January 1985 the prices of periodicals will be:

Economic Trends—single copy
Annual Subscription including Annual Supplement and postage 

Financial Statistics—single copy 
Annual subscription including Annual Supplement and postage 

Monthly Digest o f Statistics—single copy
Annual subscription including Annual Supplement and postage 

Statistical News—single copy 
Annual subscription including postage

1986 {1985) {1984)
£ 9.50 (£ 9.95) (£ 11.25)
£115.00 (£125.00) (£149.25)
£ 7.50 (£ 7.95) (£ 8.25)
£ 90.00 (£100.00) (£107.25)
£ 5.75 (£ 5.95) (£ 6.30)
£ 65.00 (£ 70.00) (£ 78.35)
£ 3.75 (£ 3.95) (£ 4.20)
£ 14.00 (£ 15.00) (£ 16.80)
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Alphabetical Index

The index to Statistical N em  covers the last nine issues. Page numbers are prefixed by the issue number, e.g. 
64.18 signifies number 64, page 18.

Generally speaking articles relating to the United Kingdom, Great Britain, England and Wales or covering 
several geographical groups are not indexed under these groups, but topics with a significant regional interest 
are indicated, e.g. regional accounts. Articles and notes dealing particularly with Scottish statistics are indexed 
under ‘Scotland’ as well as the topic, e.g. ‘Scotland, population postcodes’ and similarly for Wales and Northern 
Ireland.

The following conventions have been observed in printing this index: references to items appearing in articles 
are shown by (A); italics are used for the titles of published books or papers.

1
n

)

abortion statistics, 64.24, 69.36 
accountancy profession, role of, 63.39 
adoptions, 64.21
adults heights and weights, 68.37 
aerospace

and electronics cost indices, 64.28, 69.43 
agency nursing staffs, Scotland, 68.38 
agricultural

census and surveys
and horticultural census, 67.37, 69.42, 71.43 
canned and bottled fruit and vegetables, 66.51, 

68.41, 69.42, 70.33 
cereals on farms, 68.40, 69.42, 70.33 
crop production, annual estimates harvest, 1982, 

63.29, 1983, 67.38, 1984, 68.40, 71.43 
December census, 1983, 67.38, 1984, 69.42, 70.33 
December, glasshouse census, 67.38 
irrigation survey, 63.28
June agricultural census, 1983, 63.29, 67.37, 1984,

69.42
machinery census, 67.38, 70.33 
orchard fruit survey, 63.28
pig inquiry, sample, April 1984, 67.38, August 1984, 

68.40, April 1985, 71.43 
Scotland, 63.29, 64.28, 67.38 

Scottish agricultural censuses, June, 63.29, 65.35, 
67.38, 69.42 
December, 65.35

stocks, wheat, barley, oats, 68.40, 69.42, 70.33,
71.43

straw survey, 67.37, 69.42 
survey, December 1984, 69.42, 70.33 
vegetable and flower census, 67.37, 70.33 
wine, English, 70.33

workers, hours and earnings, 66.50, 70.33 
Agricultural Statistics fo r the United Kingdom, 63.29, 

67.38
agriculture, economic accounts, UK, 67.37 
Agriculture in Scotland, 63.29, 67.38, 71.44 
agriculture. Northern Ireland, capital consumption, 

66.51
all stocks index, 66.51 
amputation statistics, 67.34 
animals, living, experiments on, 63.22 
Annual Abstract o f Greater London Statistics, 71.53 
Annual Abstract o f Statistics, 1984, 64.37, 1985, 68.46 
Annual Abstract o f Statistics 1983, Northern Ireland, 

64.39, 1984 69.47
Annual Review o f  Agriculture 1984, 65.34, 1985, 69.41 
Annual Review o f Government Funded R&D 1983, 

64.36, 1984, 68.44
armed forces pay, 63.28, 66.50, 67.37, 70.31,71.43 
arts, funding in Europe, 68.38 
assisted areas, business mix, 64.29, 65.36 
automatic collection, road traffic data, 63.9(A)

babies, newborn, 63.24 
balance of payments 

developments, 71.51 
gold, treatment of, 65.40 
overseas earnings, 66.58, 70.41 
United Kingdom Balance o f  Payments 1983, 63.37, 

1984, 66.57, 1985, 70.40 
Bank of England as registrar, 71.51 
Bank o f  England Quarterly Bulletin, 63.39, 64.39, 

65.41, 66.59, 67.45, 68.47, 69.47, 70.44, 71.51 
bank lending, 64.39, 65.42 
banking markets, international, 65.42, 69.47

Departmental Net Income Calculation, 67.37, 69.41 banking statistics, 63.39, 64.39, 71.51
economic report, Scottish, 64.28
price indices, 64.27
wages and employment, 63.28

banking, competition, innovation and regulation, 63.39 
bill of entry system review, 64.34, 69.53 
birth statistics, 65.27, 66.41, 69.36
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Blue Book, 63.33, 64.33, 66.56, 67.42, 70.40
breath test statistics, 67.33
broad money and external flows, 64.39
Britain’s workforce, 67.31
British Aid Statistics, 64.35
British businesses, by turnover size, 65.46, 68.41 

manufacturing units by size, 65.36, 67.39
British citizenship, 67.33
British Industrial Performance, 71.19(A)
British Overseas Aid 1982, 64.35 
British Telecom Statistics, 64.40
budget report and financial statement, 65.39, 69.45
Business Expansion Scheme, 68.43
business finance, 67.45
Business Monitor series, 63.30, 64.29, 65.35, 66.51,

67.38, 70.34
Business Statistics Office, 68.4(A)
businesses,

assisted areas, 64.29, 65.36
lifespan analysis of, 63.36
manufacturing, classified list, 66.52, 67.39
new register, 70.13(A) 
regional analysis, 68.41, 69.42
starts and stops, 63.36, 64.29, 64.29, 65.36, 66.53,

68.41, 69.42, 70.35, 71.44

cancer statistics, 63.24, 64.23, 66.45
cash limits, 63.36, 67.43, 71.48
catering inquiry, 1982, 63.30, 67.41, 71.44
Census of Employment, 64.25, 66.47
Census of Population 1981, 63.17, 64.19, 65.26,

66.9(A), 66.40, 68.34, 69.35, 70.27
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overseas owned firms, Scotland, 67.41 
review of annual survey, 65.45
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Data Protection Bill, 64.4(A), 67.24(A), 70.51 
deaths

by cause, 63.18, 66.41 
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weekly monitoring, 64.20

Royal Statistical Society Study Group on the Govern- defence, progress in medical statistics, 63.6(A)
ment Statistical Service, meetings, 63.41, 64.41, 
67.48, 71.53

SSRC data archive -  CSO macro-economic time 
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65.36

training board statutory return, 66.64
construction output data, Northern Ireland, 65.15(A)
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70.29
costs, labour, 71.42

Defence Estimates, statement on, 63.31, 1985, 70.36 
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doctors’ remuneration, 66.50, 70.31
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drug addicts, convictions, 71.38
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Scotland, 65.35, 66.60 
national accounts, 63.33 
regional accounts, 64.34 

State figures, 69.11(A) 
statistical and numerical techniques, 68.45 

sources, non-official, 67.47 
statistical data files, bibliographical control, 70.49 
statistical education centre, 65.31 
Statistical Handbook 1983-4, DNS, 65.46 
statistical information government guidelines, 66.32 
statistical information service, Chartered Institute of 

Public Finance and Accountancy, 63.1(A) 
statistical methodology, 64.41 
statistical modelling conference, 66.63 
statistical publications in the public library, 71.16(A) 
statistical softwear, 65.41 
statisticians

academic, directory, 68.50 
supply and demand, 68.40 

statistics
aid, computerisation of, 69.19(A)
EITB, 65.36, 70.46 
government in the 1980s, 68.9(A) 
guide, 71.50 
non-official, 69.25(A)
OECD, 71.21(A) 
official, 64.1(A)
Trade Association, 69.27(A)

Statistics Users’ Council, 68.17
steel stocks and consumption inquiry, 66.64
stocks

all stocks index, 66.57 
of consumer durables, 64.29, 67.50 

stoppages, 65.41, 70,43, 71.42

students, overseas, 66.46 
suicides, 65.27
supplementary benefit statistics, 1983, 70.28 
survey data expectations, 71.52 
Survey o f Personal Incomes 1982-83, 1\A1 
survey, Welsh inter-censal, 71.39 
surveys, reviews of, 63.41, 64.42, 65.45, 66.63, 67.49, 

68.50, 69.52, 70.50, 71.53

tax/benefit model tables, DHSS, 70.28 
tax reliefs on occupational pension schemes, 63.37 
taxation and expenditure to 1990s, 65.39 
taxes and benefits, effects on household income 1982, 

64.22, 1983, 68.37
taxes and social security changes, 64,40 
taxes and social security contributions, international 

comparisons, 64.36, 69.47 
teachers, excess and deficit, Scotland, 66.47, 71.41 
television and films, overseas transactions, 63.38, 

67.44, 71.48
time series, meetings, 65.44 
top salaries, 66.49, 71.43 
trade

association statistics, 69.27(A)
bill of entry system review, 64.34
foreign currency invoiced, 70.41
import penetration and export sales ratios, 64.35
overseas, 71.48, 71.51
classification, 65.41, 69.47, 70.41
tariff protection, 67.46
trends in manufacturing, 70.35
union membership, 69.54
UK statistics, 64.34

training, scientific instruments industry, 63.27 
vocational, 69.41 

transport
first statistics, 68.21(A) 
heavy goods vehicles, classification, 66.55 
ports, 63.33, 64.30, 67.41, 69.44, 71.46 
road goods survey, 63.32, 66.55 
road haulage survey, international, 63.32, 65.45, 

66.55, 68.42, 71.46
roll on/roll off goods vehicle survey, 65.45, 66.55 
Scottish industry 1979, 68.42 
sea. Form PAS 15, 71.46 
shipping, 63.33, 64.31, 66.54, 67.42, 71.46 
statistics. Great Britain, 63.31, 68.42, 71.45 

Scotland, 65.37 
Wales, 70.43

traffic data, automatic collection, 63.9(A) 
transport statistics, users conference, 64.10(A), 65.37 
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