


Enquiries about orders and subscriptions for Statistical News and other Office fo r National 
Statistics publications should be made to:

SO, PO Box 276, London SW8 5DT
0171-873 8499 fo r subscriptions; 0171-873 9090 fo r orders

©  Crown copyright 1996 
First published 1996

Proposo/s for reproduction o f  extracts from Statistical News should be 

addressed to:

Michael Plommer 
Copyright Section 
Zone BI/04
Office for National Statistics 
I Drummond Gate 
London, S W IV 2Q Q

ISBN 01 I 537454-X 
ISSN 0017-3630

FRONT COVER : Photographs by Lionel Hoselitz, Office for National Statistics - Newport

Thanks to Gardner Merchant, ASDA, and Goldilocks Hairdressers

It  is hoped that Statistical News will be o f service and interest not only to professional 
statisticians but to  everybody who uses statistics. I should therefore be glad to  receive 

comments from readers on the adequacy of its scope, coverage o r treatment of topics and 
their suggestions fo r improvement.

Enquiries about individual items in this issue should be made to  the appropriate sources where 
indicated: otherwise they should be addressed to:

Bob Dodds,
Statistical News Editor 
Office for National Statistics, Room D. 140 
Government Buildings, Cardiff Road 
Newport, South Wales NP9 IXG.
S  01633 813369 or Fax: 01633 812762





L ist of C ontents

Page
Obituaries

Sir Harry Campion

Ronald Fowler

Feature Articles

Statistics in the Department of National Heritage...................................................................................6

Competitiveness of UK Industries: Statistical Measurement............................................................... |2

Service Sector Statistics and the President's Task Force...................................................................... 22

(These popers were originally prepared as a contribution to the Voorburg Group o f Service Statistics)

Charities' Contribution to Gross Domestic Product

Compiling Renewable Energy Statistics in the United Kingdom.......................................................... 40

News from around the GSS and beyond

Office for National Statistics....................................................................................................................... 48

GSS - General................................................................................................................................................. 5

Department of Health.................................................................................................................................. 55

Home O ffice...................................................................................................................................................55

Northern Ireland...........................................................................................................................................56

Other Organistions....................................................................................................................................... 59

Departmental News Correspondents...................................................................................................... 61

Supplement

New Surveys and Departmental Listings

: I

0ficial sta«

:er

1932. Bet'
statisticia

Trade O rs

experienct
Cam pion
statisnciai
the T  rade
published
cai

am

war
governme
financial i
fiy Decen

the War (
it from \ i
statistics r

until his I



W - —

O bituary - S ir H arry Campion 1905-96

ir Harry Campion, first Director of the 
Central Statistical Office (CSO), and first 

Director (1946-47) of the United Nations
Statistical Office played a prominent part in the 
development, after the Second World War, of 
official statistics in the UK and internationally.

He was born in Worsley in Lancashire and 
attended Farnworth Grammar School and 
Manchester University where he became the

1946-47'to
organize the birth 
of the Statistical 
Office of the 
United Nations 
Organisation.
The task of this 
office was to 
clarify the 
concepts and to

9V
9I

Robert Ottley Reader in Statistics from 1933 to devise accepted
1939 after being awarded a Rockefeller 
Foundation scholarship spent in the USA in

definitions of the figures to be collected so that 
statistics were comparable between countries and

1932. Before this he had served for three years as to advance the collection of statistics in areas
a statistician with the Joint Committee of Cotton which had not so far been fully developed.
Trade Organisations, where he took part in the Campion’s assignment to the UN consequently
preparation of a regular digest of statistics for the established the CSO - and Campion at its head -
cotton industry which turned out to be useful 
experience for his work in government. 
Campion was, par excellence, an intelligence 
statistician, ‘a statistician of the Blue book and 
the Trade Return’. While at Manchester he

at the forefront of the development of official 
statistics internationally as well as in the UK.

On his return to the UK it was clear that many 
improvements needed to be made to UK

published research on the distribution of national statistics - in particular to carry out the
capital using estate duty data and a book on 
public and private property.

With war on the horizon in 1939, the 
government set up a continuous survey of

commitment to high and stable employment and 
to provide the basis for economic planning.
With this in mind. The Monthly Digest o f 
Statistics first appeared in 1946, and Campion 
played an important part in drafting the Statistics

financial and economic plans under Lord Stamp. of Trade Act 1947 which has provided the
By December 1939 the Central Economic 
Intelligence Service had been created as part of

general legal basis in the UK for the collection of 
official statistics. Campion also agreed with the

the War Cabinet Office, where Campion joined Treasury on the formation of the Statistician
it from Manchester to help to organize the class who were to be professionally qualified and
statistics needed for the Stamp survey. The CSO to be on parity with the Administrative class, able 
was set up in January 1941 and Campion became to make a proper contribution to the
its head shortly after, remaining in this position 
until his retirement in 1967.

At the request of the United Nations (UN), 
Campion was seconded to the UN for a year -

development and formulation of policy. The 
managerial advantages of centralization together 
with issues of objectivity and integrity have 
recently led to the creation of the Office for 
National Statistics formed by the amalgamation
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of the CSO and the Office of Population his successor, Sir Claus Moser. Campion was the
Censuses and Surveys, although decentralized UK member of the Statistical Commission of the
elements of the Government Statistical Service UN from 1947 to 1967 and President of the
still remain. The famous Bradshaw speech in International Statistical Institute (ISI) from 1963
1956 by Harold Macmillan (‘... we were always, to 1967. Campion was also active in the
as it were, looking up the train in last year s Conferences of Commonwealth Statisticians.
Bradshaw ...’) was followed in 1959 by the Another
Radcliffe Committee’s report on the working of of European Statisticians. This was set up in
the monetary system, where Campion chaired 1953, as a regional organization of statisticians
the official committee appointed to follow up its under the auspices of the UN, briefing for which
recommendations, which led three years later to became the responsibility of the CSO.
the first issue of the monthly Financial Statistics.
Campion was President of the RSS 1957- The members of the Conference are the directors
59, and in his presidential address in 1957 gave a of the central statistical offices of the countries
detailed overview of economic statistics and their participating in the United Nations Economic
development in the UK at that time. Commission for Europe. With his background

in international statistics Campion took
In 1966 the Estimates Committee at Prime considerable interest in this Conference and

Wilson
the Government Statistical Services, and

often attended the meetings in Geneva.

recognition of the work of Campion and his As Director of the CSO for 26 years. Campion’s
colleagues after 1956 was expressed by a Treasury name became almost synonymous with the CSO.
witness (Mr Wynne Godley), who was able to say With the establishment of the cross-departmental
‘the Statistical Service we are given has improved grade of Statistician he was involved not only in
absolutely out of all recognition in the last ten recruitment for the CSO but also in
years’. The Committee went on to recommend appointments, promotions and transfers
that the CSO should be given greater authority throughout the Civil Service, in which he
over the statistical services generally, and that the showed both skill and sympathy.
standing of the Director of the CSO should be
increased, enabling the Director to speak to other His distinction in the statistical profession was
government departments on equal terms. This recognized by his presidency of the RSS (1957-
led to the upgrading of the Director’s post to 59) and the ISI (1963-76), and the award of
Permanent Secretary rank, and the title to be CBE (1945), CB (1949), KCB (1957) and an
changed to Director of the Central Statistical honorary LED at Manchester on his retirement.
Office and Head of the Government Statistical He was also awarded the RSS’s Guy Medal in
Service. Campion retired in March 1967, Silver in 1950, in recognition of his work in the
however, soon after the report was published. fields of national and international statistics.
these changes were implemented in 1968 under
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O bituary - Ronald Fowler

k.

onald Frederick Fowler, CBE, 
economic statistician, died on 5 

January aged 86. He was born on 21 
April 1910.

Ronald Fowler will be remembered as 
the statistician who established the 
Retail Prices Index and the Family 
Expenditure Survey.

He was educated at Bancroft’s 
School, the London School of 
Economics and at the Universities of 
Lille and Brussels. He was the Sir 
Ernest Cassel Travelling Scholar, 
1929-30, and became lecturer in

Vi

in 1947, but this was still based on 
pre-1939 patterns of expenditure. 
Under Fowler’s direction, and 
following recommendations by the 
RPI Advisory Committee, a 
succession of improvements were 
then made. The first post-war 
survey of household expenditure 
was held in 1953-4 in order to 
obtain weights for a new Index of 
Retail Prices which started in 1956. 
A permanent survey, the Family 
Expenditure Survey, was started in 
1957 to collect the expenditure data 
continuously. Finally, by 1962, 
enough expenditure data had been

commerce at LSE. He published The Depreciation collected to make it possible to introduce the present
of Capital in 1934'. When the war came he was o 
of the founder members of the Central Statistical 
Office, which was set up by Winston Churchill to 
serve the War Cabinet.

“chained” system, under which the weights of the 
RPI are brought up to date every year.

Fowler was Director of Statistics at the Ministry of 
Labour from 1950 to 1968. He introduced the

During his time at the CSO, Fowler was influential monthly index of average earnings and conducted 
in developing a system of employment statistics based other surveys of earnings, salaries and labour costs, 
on counts of national insurance cards. In 1950 he He also took an active part in international
was appointed Director of Statistics at the Ministry of conferences and the affairs of the Royal Statistical 
Labour, where he was responsible for the entire range Society. He was then Director of Statistical Research
of labour statistics, covering employment and 
unemployment, wage rates and earnings, industrial 
disputes and retail prices. These were all topics of 
great political interest.

From 1914 to 1947 changes in retail prices had been 
measured by the Cost of Living Index. This was the 
only official measure of inflation, and consequently 

a great impact on wage negotiations. However, 
it was constructed by measuring changes in the cost 
of buying a fixed “basket of goods” which was based 
on a survey of the budgets of working class 
households made in 1904. This gave high weights to 
items like candles, and by 1947 it was hopelessly out 
of date. A new Interim Index of Retail Prices started

at the Department of Employment until he retired in 
1972. During this period he published further 
papers on the duration of unemployment and the 
construction of index numbers. He was a consultant 
on prices to Statistics Canada and to the Prices 
Commission.

Ronald Fowler was a very quiet, modest and self- 
effacing man, with unexpected interests. In his 
forties, he taught himself Latin so that he could read 
the classics in the original.

He was awarded the CBE in 1950. In 1937 he 
married Brenda Smith, who survives him.
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Statistics  in th e  D epartment of N atio n al H eritage

In tro d u ctio n

he Department of National
Heritage (DNH) is one of

the smallest government
departments as well as one of the

\v

newest. Its size belies the
importance and the range of the
cultural, heritage and sports

« 4

activities it sponsors .The : f

department's small Statistics
Branch is even newer, created at
the end of 1994 to provide

by Paul Allin

statistical advice and analysis across all of the
department's policy areas. I welcome this
opportunity to tell readers of Statistical News
about our work and some developments.

In providing a statistical service, we call on a
wealth of statistical and research information
collected and published by the department’s
sponsored bodies (such as the Arts Council of
England, the Sports Council and the British
Tourist Authority), as well as the data that are
available from the Office for National Statistics
and other GSS sources. DNH commissions
questions in the General Household Survey
(GHS) and some other ONS surveys and we are
one of the sponsors of surveys of day visits, but
in the main we collect a relatively small amount
of data directly. We are seeking to develop the
coordination and dissemination of all of the
information relevant to our activities as part of
the GSS Wider Agenda.

O ur A im is to  E nrich  P eoples L ives

Encourage high
quality and diversity
m creative activities,
for example in music.
theatre, dance, fine
arts, crafts.
architecture, film, the
press and
broadcasting;

Safeguard existing
creative achievements
and promote

understanding of the past, for example
of historic buildings, ancient
monuments and museum, gallery or
library collections;

Extend opportunities to enjoy and
appreciate rewarding leisure activities.
whether it be through local facilities or
national institutions;

Promote the contribution all our sectors
make to national prosperity and prestige.
whether directly through the tourism and
broadcasting industries or through the
attraction of inward investment and
regeneration, and through the money for
good causes raised by the National
Lottery;

Carry out these activities with proper
stewardship of the resources available
within the department and its agencies
and sponsored bodies.

These are challenging and stimulating aims and
DNH’s aim is simply stated, to enrich people's activities. Statistical information is needed to
lives. To m eet this aim w e seek to: underpin all of them, including to describe:
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Taken on stage at the London Coliseum after the first performance 
of La Traviara. L/R Rosit Mannion (V'iolctta), Virginia Bottomlc)’ 
(National Heritage Secretar>), John Hudson (Alfredo).
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The stock or supply of 
heritage, cultural and 
sporting activities, for 
example the number and 
location of listed buildings, 
conservation areas or sports 
centres;

The funding of these
activities;

Employment generated by 
the sectors and the wider 
economic impact of 
business and other activities 
in these sectors;
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The “demand-side” in terms of 
information about audiences, 
visitor numbers and participation 
rates and characteristics. (Several 
research projects have also looked 
at, for example, why people do not 
visit museums.)

\

1
vJ

: f .

■aw

D eveloping th e  Statistical 
Base and  th e  W id erA genda

. '

JJJ

:v

Ui
T

•  ♦ 4 *

i  -

r  i

r  i
A

5v
w

. *5

^ 4 *  •

After I joined DN H  to set up the 
new Statistics Branch I was soon, 
aware of many well established 
sources of statistical information on 
specific topics, but it was also 
apparent that more could and should 
be done to bring the data together 
and to provide more of an overview 
of the activities covered by DNH 
and its sponsored bodies. DNH and 
some of these organisations had been 
among the sponsors of the series 
“Cultural Trends” published by the 
Policy Studies Institute in,which
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many individual topics and themes were covered in Drummond Gate, at the beginning of January
in a rolling programme of articles. 1997. In the longer term we are exploring

options for a cultural statistics database that we
forward

Wider
envisage will act as a focal point between the
many sources and the existing and new

Agenda for the development of official statistics publications and access points. This will clearly
set by Tim Holt, the head of the GSS. The main link to, or perhaps be part of, the integrated
strands of this are as follows. database that ONS is developing for the GSS.

DNH has already put information, including

Improving Inform ation  a b o u t  th e
about the National Lottery, on the Internet (see

O ffic ia l  Statistics  th at  are
suggestions for further reading at the end of the
article).

A vailable

We added entries in the latest Guide to Official Improving C oherence and
Statistics from across the D N H  sectors where C ompatibility of O fficial

these were not previously covered. We have Statistics

introduced an information resource pack for the
G N V Q  in leisure and tourism in discussion with Our first detailed study, currently underway.
the awarding bodies and in response to the many along these lines is into the statistical information
requests for information that we get from available about broadcasting, film and other
students. audiovisual industries. This is an area in which

there is great interest, with the level of support
We are working with a trade association to for UK film production, cross-media ownership.
develop a guide to sources of business statistics in the emergence of new technologies, and the 1996
their area. The Arts Research Digest, co-funded review of the television licence fee as just some
by the Arts Council of England, collates recent examples of policy issues requiring good
information about statistics and research across data.
the arts, drawn from many official and other
resources. We

EU Directive on Tourism Statistics to ensure
that tourism statistics that are produced from a

Improving A ccess  to  O fficia l number of different sources use common
Statistics definitions and concepts. The Directive requires

member states regularly to provide a core set of
Our first step here was to improve the coverage harmonised statistics on the supply and use of
of DN H  sectors in the GSS flagship publications tourism accommodation and on the demand for
such as Social Trends, Regional Trends and the tourism.
Regional Focus series. We are also encouraging
our sponsored bodies to take up the recent
invitation from ONS to include material and
stock in the public information centre opened
when the ONS in London moved to new offices

S ta tistica l N ew s
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F igure I: E mployees in E mployment, in T ourism and  L eisure Industries

June 1996

100
thousands

200 300 400

Bars, public houses and nightclubs

Restaurants, cafes and takeaways 

Sporting and recreational activities
Hotels and motels 

Travel agencies and tour operators 
Library, museum and cultural services

Radio & TV activities and news agencies
'Other' entertainment activities

Campsites &  other short-stay accommodation 
Film &  video distribution and projection

Film & video production

M arket

D rawing O ut M ore Information  
FROM THE D ata H eld by th e  GSS

D ealing  w it h  G aps in the 
Information A vailable W ithin  
THE GSS

Our main aim here is to measure the I
I

employment and other economic contributions ’ One of the early benefits of the Tourism
of the DNH sectors. A simple indicator of 
employment is given by bringing together a 
number of tourism-related and other industries 
(see figure 1), which cover many of D N H ’s areas 
of interest.

Employees in these industries and sectors form 
almost 1.8% of the total number of employees in 
employment. Self-employed artists and 
craftspersons, volunteers, etc also feature in the 
labour force in DNH sectors. We are also

Statistics Directive has been that, through work 
with the national and regional tourist boards and 
the Centre for Leisure Research, we are filling the 
gaps in hotel and other tourist accommodation 
occupancy data. We should have figures for 
across the UK from January 1997. Day visits are 
another aspect of tourism that is presently 
covered less fully. DN H  is one of the sponsors of 
a new series of day visits surveys from which 
results for 1994 have recently been published (see 
figure 2 and further reading). A wider definition

I

looking at the case for satellite accounts in areas ! of a “day visit” was used than in some previous
such as tourism or the built heritage, where the 
present national accounts do not readily provide 
the relevant information.

surveys and we are still analysing the new data to 
understand what is nevertheless clearly a major 
component of tourism and leisure.



F igure 2: Main P urpose of L eisure D ay V isits from H ome - GB 1994

Total Number of Visits Estimated 5.2 Billion

W a l k  o r  R a m ble  (12 .9% )

Source: UK D ay V isits Survey,
Countryside Recreation N etwork

T o  F rien ds/Rela t iv e s  (17 .8% )

*  Includes Watching Sport,
Sightseeing etc

E a t  an d /or  D rink  O u t  (17 .8% )

One way of gathering coherent information on For further information, please contact:
leisure time activities should be the time-use
survey now being explored by ONS and with Paul Allin or Andrew Ledger
which we are closely involved (see “Where have Statistics Branch
all the hours gone Statistical News, spring Department of National Heritage
1996). 1st Floor, Grove House

2-4 Cockspur Street
London

F or F urther Information SW1Y5DH
m O U l  211 2089 or2110

I hope this article gives an outline of the range of
statistical activities and development now being
undertaken in DNH and in close cooperation
with its sponsored bodies.
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) Department of National Heritage Annual Report 1996, 
the Government’s Expenditure Plans 1996-97 to 1998- 
99, Cm 3211, March 1996, London: HMSO (£17).

Cultural Trends costs £17.95 and is published by the 
Policy Studies Institute, available from BEBC 
Distribution Ltd, PO Box 1496, Poole, Dorset, BH12 
3YD (credit card orders 0800 262 260).

The Arts and Cultural Industries in the London 
Economy, London Arts Board, ISBN 0 9477 8428 4 
(Tel: 0171 240 1313)

Employment in the arts and cultural industries: an 
analysis of the 1991 census, Jane O’Brien and Andy 
Feist, Arts Council of England, Research Report No.
November 1995, ISBN 0 7287 0706 3, £15,
(Tel: 0171 333 0100)

♦  Arts Research Digest (ISSN 1353 0305) annual 
subscription £40. Further details from the Research

Services Unit, The University of Newcastle (Tel 0191 
222 5220)

♦  BFI Film and Television Handbook 1996, £14.99, 
ISBN 0 8517 0552 9

UK Day Visits Survey 1994 is published by the 
Countryside Recreation Network, ISBN 0 9485 0235 
5, £15, (Tel: 01222 874970)

Digest of Tourism Statistics (No. 24) 1997, £50, British 
Tourist Authority (Tel: 0181 846 9000)

The National Lottery: A first report of the distribution
of proceeds, October 1996, DNH (Tel: 0171 211 
6531)

Up-to-date information about DNH and the National 
Lottery can be found on the Internet ate http://
www.heritage.gov.uk
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C om petitiveness of U K  Industries
S tatistical Measurem ent

This paper sets out the background to work on
competitiveness and how statisticians in the United
Kingdom Department o f Trade and Industry (DTI) use
statistics to measure and assess the competitiveness of
British industry. It then describes work in hand to improve
statistics on services in a competitiveness context, setting
out specific recommendations and progress in their
implementation in the UK.

i t This article, and the following article by Bill Cave, were

by Stephen Penneck and
originally prepared as a contribution to the Voorburg Group

Lesley Petrie - D T I
on Service Statistics 9 9

Po licy  B ackground

he UK Government has promoted
competitiveness across all Government

Departments as a key issue underpinning a range
White

competitiveness* have been published assessing
the impact that these policies have upon the
performance of the economy, and setting out the
part played by the private sector.

National competitiveness requires us to look at
the performance of the whole economy relative
to other countries, not just in manufacturing.
though that is important, but in the service sector
as well. For the service sector, the concern is not
just services outside Government, it is also the
performance of Government. Government is
important to the performance of an economy.
both in the economic policies it adopts and the
efficiency with which it delivers services.

There are certain lessons that the UK can learn
from other countries in these areas. The work on
competitiveness involves a sort of national

benchmarking, where we compare our practices
with those of others and try to promote best
practices into our own economy. The
identification of best practice requires statistical
evidence to be convincing.

The aim of the work on competitiveness is to
raise the UK’s rate of growth by comparing our
performance against the best performing
economies in the world. Many other countries in
Europe and elsewhere are working on these
topics. One of the fundamental measures of
competitiveness is income per head. This is the
OECD’s annual table, which is very useful even
though it bears the news that the UK is in 16'*"
place. But if we are to improve then first we have
to face facts.

There is a recognition by the UK Government
that competitiveness depends upon many
different factors. Several of these are set out in
Table 1. In order to monitor performance in
these areas statistics are needed that are
internationally comparable, comparable over
time and as up to date as possible.
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Competitiveness matters because the UK market 
and our overseas markets are becoming 
increasingly open to trade. For DTI to help 
British business to succeed in such markets, we 
must understand the main issues businesses face 
and the UK’s relative strengths and weaknesses 
compared with our major trading rivals.

The purpose of the third Competitiveness White 
Paper, published in June last year, was to focus 
attention on the UK’s performance and how 
businesses can improve on this to make the UK 
the enterprise centre of Europe. The pressure is 
for continuous improvement.

How C ompetitiveness is M easured

1

T he Role of DTI and H ow it 
M easures the Competitiveness of 
British Industry

The DTI is no longer a major collector of
economic statistics, as most collection of
industrial statistics (apart from energy statistics)
is now undertaken by the Office for National
Statistics (ONS). DTI continues to employ a 
small group of statisticians who provide statistical defined competitiveness as: the degree to

What is competitiveness? For a firm, 
competitiveness is the ability to produce the right 
goods and services of the right quality, at the 
right price, at the right time. It means meeting 
customers’ needs more efficiently and more 
effectively than other firms. But what does it 
mean for a nation to be competitive? For a 
nation, the Organisation for Economic Co­
operation and Development (OECD) has

advice, analyses and briefing to ministers and 
officials, as well as pressing the ONS and other 
data suppliers to ensure that the economic, trade 
and industrial statistics they produce meet DTI 
needs. Most DTI statisticians work alongside 
policy colleagues, which ensures that they are 
closely in touch with policy requirements.

T he Competitiveness A genda

DTI’s aim is to help UK business compete 
successfully at home, in the rest of Europe, and 
throughout the world.

which it can, under free and fair market 
conditions, produce goods and services which 
meet the test of international markets, while 
simultaneously maintaining and expanding the 
real incomes of its people over the long term”.

A sustained improvement in our competitiveness 
requires further underlying improvement in long 
term productivity, control of costs, and a 
performance in many aspects of national life that 
compares favourably with others.

For the UK, DTI statisticians use three key 
measures of competitiveness: growth in output.

S tatistical N ews 13
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growth in productivity and overseas earnings
from trade. Other factors, such as profitability,
investment, etc. are also important, but it is

G rowth in O utput

essentially the growth in the nation’s output, the
efficiency with which it uses its resources and its
ability to attract overseas earnings which
determine its competitiveness.

The Gross Domestic Product is a measure of
domestic activity. It is a value added measure.
which is measured at market prices or factor cost
Statisticians in DTI use the factor cost measure

Assessing competitiveness requires measures of

when looking at the UK as this excludes the
effects of taxes and subsidies. Constant price
measures of GDP also exclude the effects of

We
specific targets for productivity or GDP growth,

inflation from any comparisons made. For

but rather comparing such measures with our
international comparisons market prices are used.

overseas competitors. In the case of overseas Chart 1 shows UK GDP at both current and
earnings we are looking at how our share of
overseas markets compares with our main
competitors

constant 1990 prices. Allowing for inflation,
GDP has risen by 61% from 1970 to 1994.

For international comparisons of output we use
GDP per head to account for the differences in

T hree Key M easures of the size of countries. This then leaves us with the
C ompetitiveness problem of converting to a standard currency.

This would normally be done using Purchasing
The three key measures o f  competitiveness:- Power Parities (PPP’s), however there are

growth in output

productivity growth, and

conceptual difficulties with these e.g. should the
figures reflect the cost of the same basket of
goods in each country or should they reflect the

overseas earnings from trade,
cost of a standard (in each country) basket of
goods?

Using growth rates rather
than actual levels
minimises this potential
lack of comparability. By
looking at growth rates.
and the changes in these
over time, we can get a
fuller picture of the
potential for future
performance, rather than
a retrospective one
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Chart 2 - Growth of GDP per head (trough to trough)

Average annual percentage growth

1971-75

.•w

1975-82

Note: Last period is not a complete economic cycle.

n

• »>

1982-93 1993-95

Germany 
□  France

□Canada
□Japan

Source: OECD

le Charts 2 and 3 above taken from the third 
Competitiveness White Paper make this type of 
comparison. The growth rates here have been 
calculated between similar points in the 
economic cycle (as defined by the OECD 
business cycle). This helps to ensure that as fair a 
comparison is carried out as possible. To

compare output in one industry with another 
industry we often look at the contribution that a 
particular industry makes to GDP. Detailed 
estimates of the contribution of industries to 
GDP are calculated every five years by ONS. 
Breakdowns of GDP by broad industry group 
are produced every year and published in the

Chart 3 - Growth of GDP per head (peak to peak)

Average annual percentage growth

J  f

f

Germany 
□France  
□Italy  
□ U S  
□Canada 
□Japan

1968-73 1973-79 1979-89 1989-95

Note: Last period is not a complete economic cycle. Source: OECD
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Chart 4 - Contributions to G DP  at Current Factor Cost
Electricity, water and gas suppix.

Construction

Agriculture, forestry and fishin

60 Mining, oil and gas extraction .Pi

40

'  • • *

Financial and busin rviccM

Retail and distribution

Transport and communications

Government and other services

Source: ONS, shares of GDP at current factor cost

Blue Book^. Chart 4 shows the change in deflated by a price index, and additionally, in the
contribution to GDP at current factor cost. case or some services, input measures used as a

proxy for output.
The contribution to GDP at current factor cost
by manufacturing industry fell from 34% in For the UK two measures of price changes are
1970 to 21% in 1994. During this period the available: producer prices and retail prices.
contribution made by financial and business These measure the change in the cost of
services rose from 12% to 22%. The relative production and the cost to the consumer
contributions of these two sectors changed little respectively. Price indices can be used to look at
over this period when measured in constant the relative prices of, eg, manufactures and
prices services. Since 1980 the retail price index for a

new car has increased by 70 per cent, whereas the
The change in value added is made up of two retail price index for car maintenance has
main components: output volume and prices. increased by 175 per cent.
Data are collected on both these components and
published at detailed industry level. The index of
output measures the change in the volume of net P r o d u c t iv it y  G ro w th

output. For some industries this is an easy
concept to grasp, and a simple indicator can be The structure of UK employment has been
readily defined: e.g. for gas supply it is the changing. Traditional manufacturing businesses

number of therms, for rail transport it is such as vehicle and textile production have seen

passenger kilometres travelled, for car the number of employees decrease substantially
manufacturers it is the number of cars produced. over the last 25 years. This has been largely
For other industries it is less well defined and is a offset by the increase in employment in the
combination of volume measures and turnover service sector. Some of tho decline in

16 S tatistical N ews

I

i
I

.

i:

t

nianufacti

out of sen

some due

There has
panerns
working;
productiv
head or o
sure to in
when cor

C h a r t) !
1985 for
comparis
Output [ 
it takes ai
various c

Labour p
tl'e effici,
it shoul(J
may deci



,1

I
A

O i - r :

:e

t .

manufacturing employment is due to contracting 
out of services such as catering and cleaning and 
some due to technological advances.

There has also been a change in employment 
patterns with more self employment, part-time 
working and flexible contracts. Labour 
productivity is usually measured as output per 
head or output per hour worked. We must be 
sure to include all members of the workforce 
when compiling productivity comparisons.

important to measure how productively industry 
uses new capital investment. For this reason we 
need to look at total factor productivity, a 
combination of labour productivity and capital 
productivity.

Chart 6 from the Third Competitiveness White 
paper illustrates information from O ECD on the 
growth of joint factor productivity. These data 
cover the business sector, which excludes 
government and housing, and is a weighted 
average of labour and capital productivity.

Chart 5 shows labour productivity growth since I Although these data take account of the effects of
1985 for broad industry sectors. Productivity 
comparisons are also made between countries. 
Output per hour worked is a reliable measure as 
it takes account of different work practices in the 
various countries.

Labour productivity is an important measure of 
the efficiency with which resources are used but 
it should not be the only measure. A business 
may decide to replace labour with machinery. 
Comparisons of labour productivity would then 
be misleading as the business with fewer

the capital employed they are based on the 
number of employees, rather than hours worked. 
As the working patterns in different countries 
can vary substantially with some employees 
working part time this measure of productivity is 
not the best for international comparisons. The 
data are not available for manufacturing and 
services separately. The data are also only 
published as a rate of change over selected 
periods - internationally comparable levels of 
productivity are not readily available. Some 
research work has been carried out in an effort to

employees will appear more productive. It is also produce internationally comparable productivity
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Chart 6 - Growth of joint factor productivity
in the business sector

Average annual percentage growth
UK

1

0

-1

Germany 

□France
I*-.''-

□Canada
□Japan

1973-79 1979-89 1989-94

Note: Joint factor productivity is a weighted average of labour and capital productivity.
Data for Germany and Italy for last period Is for 1989-93. Last period is not a complete economic cycle. Source; OECD

level data, as illustrated for labour productivity in
Chart 7 above from the Third Competitiveness
White Paoer. Work
UK by the National Institute of Economic and
Social Research (NIESR) to provide estimates of
productivity levels in market services sectors for

West The

DTI welcomes both this and the work being
carried out under the auspices of Working Party
9 of the O ECD such as the recent expert
workshop on international comparison and
measurement issues for productivity and would
like to see such initiatives continue.

Chart 7 - Manufacturing Productivity

200

150

100

W. Germany

□France

□ U S

□ Japan

UK=100

1979 1989 1994

Note: Productivity is measured by output per hour worked. Source: van Ark; 1994 figures e>ctrapolated using IMF data
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Chart 8 - G7 Shares of Exports to Germany

U k  !

4  I

0

-f

USA

France

□  Japan 

■  Canada

□  UK

1982 1987 1992 1993 1994

Source: IMF Direction of Trade Statistics YearbookL

O verseas E a rn in g s  from T rade White
at shares of exports of goods to East Asia.

Britain is the world’s 5th largest trading nation. Charts 9 illustrates this.
Trade is equivalent to 25% of our GDP -
compared with 10% in the US and 9% in Japan. Unfortunately similar information is not yet
This comparison, in part, reflects the size of the available for services. The DTI has
home market. UK exports to EU countries have commissioned the ONS to produce information
grown from 40% of exports of goods before 
membership to 60% now. Statistics help us 
monitor export performance and can help 
identify new market opportunities. Recent v

on trade in services for many of these countries as 
part of the work of the President’s Task Force on 
Services Statistics. This information has recently 
become available annually. Similar but not

carried out by statisticians at DTI has calculated entirely comparable data is also available for the 
the shares of exports to the UK’s top 80 markets US, Canada, Germany, France and Japan. It is
for exports of goods held by each of the G7
countries.

hoped that in time we will have a fuller picture of 
trade in services.

Germany is the leading destination for UK UK data on volumes of exports are also collected
exports by value but as shown in Chart 8, France , enabling comparisons to be made which are not
and Italy export more. Further analysis would 
identify which products lead export sales in ea( 
country.

Detailed data on the value and volume of UK 
trade in goods are collected monthly in BM 
MM20^ and quarterly in BM MQ20.^

affected by price movements and devaluation. 
Production statistics collected by the new 
PRODCOM^ inquiry enable us to calculate 
export/sales and import penetration ratios at a 
detailed product level. As these new series build 
up over time they will become an important 
future indicator of export performance.
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The increasing importance of service industries
has been accompanied by an economy - wide
shift towards smaller businesses. The
Competitiveness White Papers highlighted the
increasing share of output and employment
accounted for by small firms and focused on the
need to help such firms improve their
performance.

Im plica tio n s  fo r  S ta tist ic s

The Government’s competitiveness agenda has a
number of implications for economic statistics.
DTI recognises that the measurement of
performance is heavily dependent on the
availability of good quality economic statistics.
DTI Statisticians have defined a number of
particular requirements:

The emphasis on international comparisons
requires us to look at international compendia of
statistics such as those produced by OECD,
Eurostat and the IMF. These international
statistics are compiled from questionnaires filled

in by Member States or are derived from national
sources, and are often out o f date and based on
inconsistent definitions. Publication of data
electronically as it becomes available, rather than
waiting for the slowest, would be helpful in
improving timeliness of data and OECD have
already begun looking at this. DTI is keen to
improve the quality of international statistics to
enable more meaningful comparisons with our
competitors to be made.

Many of the statistics of interest are derived
statistics. Productivity is usually expressed as
output per head or output per hour worked.
These statistics are not directly collected from
industry, but are derived from output and
employment statistics, collected by the ONS for
the UK. Consequently it is particularly difficult
to assess the quality of these statistics. There are
inconsistencies to be considered and definitional
questions to be addressed. Similarly, overseas
earnings, especially for trade in services, are
derived from a variety of different sources and
adjustments are made to convert them to a
balance of payments basis. The emphasis on
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derived statistics requires the primary statistics on | Acknowledgement: The author would like to thank 
which they are based to be of a high quality and i Dr Bob DobbiCy Cabinet Office for his contribution
mutually consistent.

The need to compare and contrast the 
competitiveness of different industries requires 
detailed statistics at industry level. Data also 
need to be available in a consistent format over a 
number of years. There are problems where 
classification systems are revised as well as 
between the correspondence from national 
classification systems to international ones.
There are also problems with the national 
classifications, e.g. in the UK SIC92 does not 
provide the level of dissaggregation required by 
DTI statisticians particularly for industries where 
rapid changes are taking place such as electronic 
publishing. There are also inconsistencies in the 
industry level at which data are published for 
different countries.

Comparisons must be as up to date as possible. 
Annual statistics, which usually afford the detail 
needed for competitiveness analyses, are often 
insufficiently up to date, while short term 
statistics (monthly and quarterly), while more up 
to date, do not usually give the detail required.

One of the most notable weaknesses in statistics 
is the comparative dearth of statistics on the 
service sector. The increasing importance of 
services to national economies requires this 
problem to be addressed and the following article 
by Bill Cave sets out the approach adopted in the
UK.

to the policy context o f the paper and his support.

F o o tn o tes

Competitiveness: Helping Business to
Win, Cm 2563, May 1994, SO 
£15.40;

Competitiveness: Forging Ahead, Cm
2867, May 1995, SO £19.50;

(iii) Competitiveness: Creating the
Enterprise Centre of Europe, Cm3300, 
June 1996, SO £20.00

The ONS Blue Book : United Kingdom 
National Accounts

 ̂ ONS Business Monitor MM20 : Overseas 
Trade Statistics of the UK with countries 
outside the European Community

ONS Business Monitor MQ20 : Overseas 
Trade Statistics with countries within the 
European Community

Taylor Nelson AGB Publications UK 
Markets
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S ervice S ecto r  S tatistics  an d  th e  P resident’s T ask  F orce

Ba ckgro u n d

he service industries are an
important and growing

sector within the economy of
most developing economies. In

comparable information, that was
available for manufacturing in a
range of countries, was largely

t ■ missing for services. This despite
a longstanding and continuing

the UK they contributed about
66%^ of GDP in 1995 against

programme of improvements in
service statistics that had been
pursued in the former Central

about 50% in 1970. The precise
figures are debatable and depend

Statistical Office (CSO); some of
which had yet to yield benefits.

on the treatment of financial
services and imputed housing
rents. These industries currently by B ill Cave - D T I

In July 1994 the President of the
Board of Trade, then Michael

employ over 70% of the Heseltine, asked for
workforce. Services have an added claim to fame improvements to service sector statistics in order
in the UK in that international trade in services to enable an accurate assessment of their
(TIS) invariably contributes a substantial surplus contribution to the economy and their
to the current account of the balance of international competitiveness. The need for
payments, £6.9bn in 1995. Only the US and credible international comparisons would be
France have stronger services surpluses in the G7 vital.
On the other hand, according to IMF data, the
UK share of world trade in services earnings
declined from 10% in 1975 to 5.8% in 1995, S ettin g  U p

giving rise to concerns about the competitiveness
of the UK services sector as a whole. This share In the autumn of 1994 DTl/ES Statisticians
has stabilised since 1993, but international conducted a comprehensive analysis of the
comparisons of TIS are often poor due to availability of eleven competitiveness related
differing methods of measurement. variables for each 4-digit Standard Industrial

Classification code. The variables were: turnover.
The service sector is made up of a heterogeneous GDP weight, index of output, value-added.
set of industries, whose common factor is that employment, productivity, trade credits, trade
their output, by and large, is rather intangible. debits, earnings on overseas direct investment.
They include retail and wholesale distribution, capital expenditure, profitability.
hotels, catering, transport, communication.
financial, real estate, business, public In addition as service industries are sponsored by
administration, defence, health, education. various Government Departments, the main
community, recreational, cultural and personal sponsoring Department was identified for each
services. industry. A parallel exercise was undertaken to
The competitiveness work to audit the try to identify the availability of international
performance of UK industries made it clear early comparisons of these variables by industry.
on that the detailed and internationally Service industries as defined in NA CE Rev I
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It became clear that detail on trade in services
was insufficient and productivity data were
particularly poor. Measures of output were
fundamental to requirements but patchy in
coverage. Value-added was selected as the
measure of output which would permit the
greatest comparability across industries and
countries.

As DTI is not a significant collector of industry
data and the interests of a number of
Departments were involved, the President sought
the cooperation of the Central Statistical Office
(now the Office for National Statistics - ONS)
and the Treasury which oversees it. With the
agreement of the Treasury, a task force was
established in May 1995, chaired by David
Coates, Chief Economic Adviser at DTI, with
membership including ONS, HM Treasury,
Bank of England, Department of National
Heritage, Department of Employment (now the
Department for Education and Employment)
and the Department of Transport.

P urpose

The aim of the task force is to propose
improvements in services statistics in the UK and
internationally, particularly those which provide
indicators of comparative performance for
different industries. Specially mentioned were
measures of output, productivity, prices, trade
and profitability. The emphasis is on making
better use of existing sources and if new data has
to be collected then the extra costs (including the
compliance costs on business) should be justified
by the benefits. New data should also anticipate
likely EU requirements.

The Task Force objectives were:

to identify the needs and priorities of
Government for service industry
statistics, assess the existing quality.
suitability and coverage of these statistics
and to make specific proposals for
additional analyses and new enquiries.
taking into account the likely future
requirements of Eurostat;

to understand and seek to influence EU
plans so that they conform as far as
possible to the needs of the UK
Government;

to monitor and influence the work of
other international statistical agencies
and seek to speed up their work on
classifications, relevant data collection
and publication;

to review the classification detail of
services in SIC 92 and develop the UK
classification of activity by product in a
way that is compatible with European
CPA and which would allow the
construction of activity measures for
industries not currently specified in SIC

to investigate and emulate best practice
in the collection of services statistics in
other national statistics offices.
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U ser N eeds

The principal user needs of DTI and other
Government Departments for additional data on
service industries were identified as follows:

Output Data

annual value-added and contribution to
GDP for more detailed industries to
assess their contribution to the economy,
growth and productivity;

monthly turnover figures for service
industries to improve the quality of early
estimates of quarterly GDP;

improved constant price turnover data to
monitor growth in real output in the
short term to improve early estimates of
GDP and monitor sectoral growth;

reductions in the use of employment data
as a proxy for service industry output to
improve estimates of growth;

better developed output data by industry
and employment size-band to inform
work on small firms.

Productivity Data

annual value-added per head data by
detailed industry for competitiveness
assessment;

annual and quarterly constant price
productivity data for broader (2-digit
ISIC or less) service sectors to assess
productivity growth for national
accounts and competitiveness purposes

S t a t is t ic a l  N e w s

Prices

more business service prices to enable
appropriate deflation of service sector
output;

Profiti

a quarterly profits breakdown between
manufacturing and services and a more
detailed annual sectoral breakdown to
give a clearer view of the health and
performance of service industries;

internationally comparable data on
profitability to provide indicators of
competitiveness

International Trade in Services

an analysis of international trade in
services by partner country to identify
changing markets, the customers of
“City of London” services and to inform
export promotion efforts;

monthly data on trade in services to
provide a more up to date and broader
picture of short term movements in trade
and also as a pre-condition of
participation in stage 3 of European
Monetary Union;

an analysis of trade in services by product
to meet IMF/EU guidelines for industry
sponsorship and export promotion
purposes as well as to permit better
international comparisons;
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more detailed and internationally 
comparable data on levels of trade in 
services to provide world and country 
market share information as well as 
competitiveness measures.

Foreign Direct Investment

a more detailed industrial analysis of 
comparative performance o f UK owned 
and foreign owned businesses in order to 
improve understanding of the 
contribution of foreign investment to 
the UK economy.

CLissificatiom and Registers

new industrial sub-classes and product 
groups in order to obtain data on 
industries that cross existing industry 
classifications or are sub-sectors of 
existing industry sub-classes;

in depth studies of certain key service 
sectors to inform sponsorship policy;

improvements to the quality of industry 
classification data on businesses on the 
Business Register are needed both to 
permit more analysis by industry/region/ 
size-band etc and more effective use of 
the Register in sample selection.

Financial Services

a more realistic and internationally 
comparable measure of the output of 
financial intermediation services;

higher quality of financial services data 
on the Business Register and the Bank of 
England could not access the Register;

internationally comparable data on 
output and overseas earnings by 
financial service product/activity to 
monitor the competitiveness o f City 
related services. Industry data is 
insufficient given the range and 
overlapping of activity o f large batiks and 
insurance companies; improved and 
more internationally comparable and 
robust balance of payments data for 
insurance, both for competitiveness 
monitoring, to identify the U K ’s market 
share of internationally traded insurance 
and to meet IMF guidelines; improved 
data collection on financial auxiliaries 
generally and insurance brokers in 
particular;

International Comparisons in General

more timely international data in most of 
the above areas on a comparable basis. 
The priorities are for more comparable 
trade in services data, structural data, 
short-term indicators and productivity 
for services.
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Raising th e P rofile

The lack of data on the services sector leads to
lack of informed comment about the
performance of the services sector. The Task
Force has therefore sought to raise the profile of
services industries through improvements to
O N S publications, conferences and improved
statistical briefing on services within Government
in parallel to data improvements.

Pressures on resources and compliance costs
The improvements being sought in services
statistics are within the context of difficult
running cost pressures and reducing the overall
compliance costs of Government surveys as part
o f deregulation policy. These have been major
constraints on extra data collection and a balance
between costs and benefits has to be struck. ONS
has published a compliance plan which envisages
a modest expansion in certain services
compliance costs while O NS compliance costs
overall decline by around 25% between 1994
and 1998. Other Government Departments are
considering how to follow this approach.

Main P roposals and
D evelopm ents

The work o f the Task Force has added impetus
to O N S improvements in services statistics,
which were designed to meet the needs for
improved and more timely data for national
accounts. Significant progress has been made in
identify
more useful and widely available and
commissioning new analyses. A few examples of
recent improvements by O NS are:

a 36 country analysis o f the UK balance
o f payments current account including

I

I

tf̂ a-
1

i

ann

are
ina<

0 .

5.

0,1

5.1

0*<(/)D
>r

P
C
0

NS
ann

payments
countries
part of th
on Servic
ONS to i
event the
1994 igu
Pcovidinj

ONS pul
T rends



e

s

trade in services starting in 1994,
box 1;

annual estimates of GDP contribution
are now available for 35 service
industries, see box 2;

a split of the net overseas earnings of
some UK service providers, including
insurance firms, into credits and debits;

new service sector price series.

Box / Geographical Breakdown of the UK’s Overseas
Earnings from 36 countries for 1994

Trade in services Q  Investment income Trade in goods

0,000

5.000

0,000

5,000

0 (/> O) "O (0ro S2 2 0 (D
O (/) :=o 2 cd

0> 05

NS have for several years published an These data must be regarded as best estimates
annual analysis of UK balance of since, at present, full geographic breakdowns

payments current account earnings from 23 are only available for about 60% of non-goods
countries and broad regions of the world. As payments. The remaining 40% rely on partial
part of the work of the President’s Task Force breakdowns and estimates of varying quality.
on Service Sector Statistics, DTI commissioned ONS Balance of Payments Branch have
ONS to undertake an extended 35 (in the obtained funding from DTI to improve the
event they provided 36) country analysis of the quality of these estimates for 1996 data, to
1994 figures and to do a feasibility study into provide a service product breakdown for our
providing more countries in the future. ten major trading partners and a 40 country

breakdown of overall trade in services.
ONS published the analysis in an Economic
Trends article in April 1996. The breakdown of UK*s current account credits

ranked by partner country is shown in the above
chart.
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Box 2

DTI use the annual ONS input-output tables to
derive the % contribution to UK GDP by service

in that industry and do not relate to total 
production of products associated v̂ ith that

industry (see table below). The industries are industry. Thus the advertising industry does not
made up of those firms whose principal activity is include media firms who sell advertising.

Service Industry Nace Rev I

Motor veh distn & repair
Wholesale distribution
Retail distribution
Hotels, catering, pubs etc
Railways 
Other land transport
W ater transport
Air transport
Transport services
Postal services
Telecoms
Banking and finance
Insurance/pension funds
Auxiliary financial services
Owning/dealing real estate
Letting of dwellings
Estate agent activities
Renting of machinery
Computing services
Research & development
Legal activities
Accountancy services
Market research
Architectural etc activities
Advertising
Other business services
Public administration
Education
Health/veterinary services
Social work
Sanitary services
Membership orgs
Recreational services
Other service activities
Domestic services
Financial services adjustment

Total Services as % of GDP

S tatistical N ews

60.10
60.2,3

64.10
64.20

70.1,2pt
70.2pt
70.30

74.11
74.12

74.13-15
74.2-3
74.40

74.5-8

85.1-2
85.30

1992 1993 1994

2.01 2.01
4.70 4.68 4.61
4.92 4.93 4.86
2.71 2.73 2.72
0.60 0.58 0.62
2.13 2.12 2.10
0.17 0.17 0.17
0.56 0.60 0.66

1.82
0.95 0.94 0.94
2.22 2.22 2.20
5.05 4.42 4.87

2.12 2.00
0.58 0.58

1.77
7.35 7.48 7.64
0.47 0.47 0.48
0.82 0.83 0.85
1.18
0.54 0.53 0.53
0.97 0.99
0.82 0.83 0.82
0.56 0.59 0.61

1.55
0.36 0.37 0.37
1.92
7.10 7.00 6.65
5.46 5.44 5.49

5.05 5.07
1.67

0.52 0.54 0.56
0.53 0.52 0.52

0.48 0.47 0.46
0.42 0.44 0.46

-4.54 -4.25 -4.99

66.32 66.80 66.63

‘ Service industries as defined in NACE Rev I I
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The Task Force recognised the good progress 
made in international comparisons mainly in the 
area of classifications and definitions, which will 
yield results in due course, but also the 
inadequacy of available data. Progress in 
adopting common standards of data reporting is 
only possible by international agreement. Major 
international developments associated with the 
liberalisation of trade in services are fuelling the 
need for data on services across the world and are 
driving important changes to the treatment of 
services statistics in the UK and elsewhere. The 
tortuous progress of the proposed EU Structural 
Business Statistics Regulation is a good example 
of the difficulties, benefits and costs of reaching 
international agreement. The Regulation 
includes the attraction of provision of 
comparable basic structural data on most market 
services EU wide. The negotiations have now 
brought a generally satisfactory solution for the 
UK. However many difficult and challenging 
areas are to be the subject o f pilot studies. This 
will provide Eurostat with a heavy work 
programme, which will involve most member 
states. The pilot studies will investigate the 
collection of data for variables in particular 
sectors and trade in goods and services by 
industry.

The summary recom m endations o f  the Task 
Force are as fo llow s:

On international trade in services greater 
detail should be collected in the UK on 
trade by country and by product in
conformity with IMF/EU/OECD 
standards. Internationally there needs to 
be a standardisation and convergence in 
outputs on the level of trade in services 
by country, as bilateral comparisons of 
trade in services were found to be 
particularly asymmetric.

To improve detailed estimates of output
4

at constant prices better services deflators 
are needed. The ONS business service 
prices programme should be protected 
and preferably advanced.

The industry gaps in the coverage of 
measuring output of marketed services 
should be filled. The use of input 
measures as a proxy for output measures 
should be reduced including where 
possible for non-marketed services. The 
quality and availability of short term 
indicators of output should be improved 
in the UK and at the international level.

Basic productivity data should be 
developed, through better matching of 
output and employment data; value- 
added per head measures published by 
detailed industry on the same basis as for 
manufacturing; constant price 
productivity measures should be 
developed for broad service industries 
initially with the aim of developing them 
for 2-digit industries in due course. 
International organisations such as 
OECD should be encouraged to develop 
productivity methodology and series to 
enable better international comparisons.

Product and industry classification detail 
should be improved in the UK and 
internationally to meet policy needs. The 
most acute gap is the widespread absence 
of product/activity detail for many 
service sectors in official statistics. It is 
recognised that improvements will have 
a long time scale.

In order to address the problem of costs 
and compliance costs more use should be
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made of administrative particularly The main areas f o r  im provem en t are:
Register data. To facilitate this the
quality o f Register data needs to be
raised. The need for in depth studies of

product and country detail for trade i
^  T # ^  w  7  4  ^  m ^  ^  A ^  I

key industries should be addressed
services with international

f  1  # 4

in

through a small scale rolling programme.
standardisation on measures of the level
o f this trade

Significant extra data collection has only expansion of collection of price data for
been advocated in the areas o f trade in services to business
services and intermediate services prices.
New industry output data from the extending the coverage of measures of
Annual Service Trades Inquiries are to be output in the service sector including the
contained in existing compliance cost quality and availability o f short-term
allocations by changing sample sizes to indicators of services output.
other industries.

development of basic productivity
measures for services, which involves

Implementation better matching of output and
employment data

The recommendations have now received the
general support o f Ministers and the Task Force ONS and DTI have drawn up an action plan
is now developing an action plan. A small and are implementing these improvements in the
working group drawn mainly from ONS and UK.
DTI will take the work forward. It is hoped to
publish a programme of improvements later this DTI welcomes the work o f Eurostat,
year international agencies and national statistical

institutes in improving the information available
The broad scope of the service industry work has on services. More needs to be done whilst
shown up the need for cooperative ventures both I bearing in mind the costs to business of
between Government Departments and providing statistics.
internationally.

C onclusion

This note shows how economic, industrial and
trade statistics remain central to the DTFs
agenda. There is a crucial need for better services
statistics to support work on competitiveness.

S tatistical N ews

iNTROt

some
those ot a

These su r

contributi

The\  ̂ako

compilatii
seaor, wh

European
nan

in 1998.

The 1996
atii

ires
the 1996
«Pendiu

hum;



fl

el

)r

he

C harities' C ontribution to G ross D omestic Product 
T he Results of the 1996 ONS Survey of C harities
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by Roger Ward, Joanne Penn
(pictured)

Office for National Statistics

Les Hems, Andrew Passey
National Council forVoluntary

Organisations

I n t r o d u c t io n
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his article presents the results of the recently 
completed ONS Survey of Charities 

(reported in Economic Trends^ and compares 
some key estimates for national accounts with 
those of a previous survey conducted in 1993^. 
These surveys have been carried out to provide 
new benchmarks for estimating charities’

P r iv a t e  N o n - P r o f it  M a k in g  B o d ie s  

AND G e n e r a l  C h a r it ie s

Charities, if they serve persons, are included for 
national accounts purposes among private non- 
profit-making bodies serving persons (PNPMBs). 
PNPMBs may be defined as combinations of 
persons acting together for mutual or wider 
public benefit. For national accounts purposes.

contribution to Gross Domestic Product (GDP), they are classified to the personal sector and their
They also provide estimates to inform the 
compilation of an account for the non-profit 
sector, which will be required under the new 
European system of accounts (ESA 95)^. ESA

expenditure is therefore part of consumers’ 
expenditure.

National accounts estimates are prepared for four
based national accounts are due to be published broad groupings of PNPMBs, based on 
in 1998. considerations of data availability and size.

These considerations also determined their 
The 1996 survey extended the range of treatment for purposes of the survey. The four
information requested from that collected in the categories are presented in the ‘Survey coverage’
1993 survey. Income and current expenditure 
figures were collected in both surveys, whereas 
the 1996 survey also asked for capital

box.

Group (a) comprises ‘general’ charities and these
expenditure, financial transactions, balance sheet were the main focus of both the 1993 and 1996 
and human resources data. surveys, they constitute a significant proportion



New European System of Accounts (ESA)
he UK, in common with other European non-financial corporations

countries, will be adopting a revised system
of accounts in 1998 viz the European System of

financial corporations

Accounts (1995). In order to  describe income, general government
expenditure and financial flows, and balance
sheets, the system groups institutional units into households

sectors on the basis of their principal functions,
behaviour and objectives. Institutional units are

non-profit institutions serving

economic entities that are capable of owning
households (NPlSHs)

goods and assets, o f incurring liabilities and of Under the present system the personal sector
engaging in economic activities and transactions comprises households, private non-profit
with other units in their own right. For the making bodies serving persons (PNPMBs),
purposes of the system, the institutional units unincorporated businesses and life assurance
are grouped together into five mutually exclusive and pension funds. The NPlSHs sector under
institutional sectors composed of the following the new system will cover the organisations
types of units: previously designated as PNPMBs.

Coverage of the Survey
G roup (a) - Groups which completed the full survey

General charities

G roups w hich com ple ted  on ly  lim ite d  parts

o f th e  survey

G roup  (b) - (reliable data available)

Universities and other publicly funded

colleges, including Oxbridge colleges

Friendly societies (not collecting societies)

Trades unions

G roup  (c) - Final Current Expenditure thought to be
small

O ther colleges and schools in the private

sector, including grant maintained schools

Housing associations

G roup (d) - lack of comprehensive register
information

Ex-corporation duty bodies (such as motoring

organisations and city livery companies)

Clubs and societies

Places of worship

of all PNPMBs. The data included in this article
cover this category. The Charity Commission
registers all such charities located in England and
Wales. The Inland Revenue recognises similar
charities located in Scotland and Northern
Ireland. However, not all registered or
recognised charities are PNPMBs for national
accounts purposes. For example, the British
Museum is classified to general government
whilst industrial research organisations form part
of the corporate sector. Therefore, these other
types of charity must be excluded from PNPMB
estimates.

General charities include well known charities
such as the National Trust, Oxfam, The British

Wellcome
Shelter. ONS separates out groups (b), (c) and
(d) from general charities. Reliable data from
administrative sources are available for group (b).
Group (c) is of limited economic significance as
total final current expenditure (see below) is
relatively small because current consumption is
offset by sales. For Group (d) there is not a
comprehensive register on which to base a
survey
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Whilst organisations within these groups fall 
outside the main focus of the study they do occur 
in the sample frames used and were required to 
complete part of the questionnaire, in contrast to 
the 1993 survey. This wider focus will enable an 
assessment in national accounts terms of the 
overlap of the charitable sector with the general 
government and corporate sectors, and other 
categories of PNPMBs. This information about 
overlap between sectors will indicate the number 
and size of charitable organisations outside the 
personal sector and facilitate cross checking with The inset defines FCE, which represents

buyers or intermediate buyers. To calculate their 
contribution to GDP, a means has to be found 
to disentangle their activities as producers of 
goods and services. This is because sales by 
PNPMBs are already being counted in GDP as 
expenditure by other final buyers. To avoid 
double-counting, sales by PNPMBs need to be 
deducted from their gross current expenditure on 
goods and services. The net figure represents 
their final current expenditure (FCE).

other sources. PNPMBs’ main contribution to GDP. 
PNPMBs’ capital expenditure also makes a 
smaller contribution to GDP.

D e f in it io n  o f  F in a l  C u r r e n t  

E x p e n d it u r e

T h e  P il o t  S u r v e y

information on a number of issues:

GDP, as measured by the total expenditure on
goods and services in the economy, takes account j A pilot survey of 637 charities was conducted in 
only of the activities of final buyers. Final buyers ! November and December 1994 to obtain 
consume goods and services for the benefits they 
provide as opposed to intermediate buyers whose 
purchases of goods and services are used in the 
production of other commodities. Many 
PNPMBs produce goods and services as well as 
consume them, so they are not uniquely final

D efin ition  o f Final C u rre n t E xpenditure

Staff costs (wages and salaries, employers’ 
national insurance and pension contributions,

redundancy payments)

plus

Expenditure on goods and services in the UK

equals

Gross current expenditure on goods and services

less

Sales of goods and services

equals

Final current expenditure (FCE)

the acceptability and clarity of the 
questions, in particular the proposed 
expansion of questions to include capital 
expenditure, financial transactions, assets 
and liabilities, human resources, and 
research and development activities;

the amount and type of technical 
assistance required by respondents;

the amount and type of reminder action 
needed to achieve acceptable levels of 
response.

The responses indicated that the questionnaire 
was satisfactory, with only minor modifications 
required for the main survey.

f .  I  r
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M e t h o d o l o g y T he Q u est io n n a ir e

The methodology utilised in the main 1996 Although much of the information requested in
survey built on that developed for the 1993 the survey is usually compiled when charities
survey. T/?e main features were: compile their published accounts, the lack of

consistent reporting standards across published
postal questionnaire accounts means that general charities’ economic

contribution cannot be extracted from this
stratified sampling i.e. sample design source. Therefore it is necessary to collect data
concentrated on larger charities directly from organisations. A postal

questionnaire had proved successful in the
form-filling burden for small charities comparable 1993 survey and this methodology
minimised - charities with incomes less was repeated.
than £100,000 were excused from
completing the detailed breakdown of The questionnaire contained six sections. The
income and expenditure. introductory section categorised organisations by

structure, accounting practice and financial size.
This information determined whether the

S am ple  D esig n organisation was then directed to complete all or
only part of the questionnaire. The second

The UK charitable sector population was section collected a detailed breakdown of income
estimated at 178,000 organisations from which a and expenditure, not required from small
sample of almost 6,500 organisations, stratified organisations. The third section dealt with
by income, was selected. Since the majority of capital transactions whilst the fourth section
general charities’ economic contribution is made covered balance sheet information. The fifth
by a relatively small number of large charities, the classify

sample design reflected this distribution of using the Charity Commission Classification

income across the charitable sector. System. The final section detailed the human
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resource component of organisations, both paid

exit questions

R esponse  a n d  V alidat io n

(ABS) and NCVO were responsible for issues of
and unpaid workers, and contained a number of | eligibility.

Po pu la t io n  E stimate  for G eneral  
C harit ies

1

The response rate was 66% after modifying the 
sample design to exclude organisations which 
were found during the fieldwork to be outside 
the main focus of the survey or those identified 
as moribund. However, the effective response 
rate was 79% when weighted by income. This 
was achieved by focusing on the larger

The number of active general charities in the UK 
is estimated at over 121,000 in 1995. This 
represents an increase of 22,500 (23%) between 
1991 and 1995. The increase in numbers is
likely to reflect changes in charity legislation 
between the two surveys e.g. requirement for 
clubs and societies whose annual income exceeds

organisations to boost the economic coverage of ' £1,000 to register with the Charity Commission, 
the sector by the returns.

r

s

All returned questionnaires were manually 
checked for consistency and completeness. Those 
returns which generated financial queries, and a 
random sample of others, were validated by a 
team of accountants at South Bank University. 
Checks were made against published accounts 
and ‘Hendersons Top 2000 UK Charities’, and

S um m ary  of S urvey R esults

The main results are discussed below.

INCOM E
Total income of UK general charities is estimated
at £11.8 billion in the financial year 1994/95.

detailed computerised validation procedures were j The 95% confidence interval attaching to this
implemented. Unresolved queries were referred estimate is +/- 4% (£11.3 to £12.2 billion). The
back to the organisation concerned by a member 1994/95 total income figure compares with £9.1
of the accountancy team. Aston Business School billion in 1991 and gives an increase of 29% over

T a b l e  I N u m b e r  o f  O r g a n is a t io n s  b y  S t r a t a

Annual Income

Less
than

£100,000

£100,000
to£l

million

£1 million 
to £10 
million

Over £10 
million Total

1991 88,381 7,696 1,313 88 97,478

1994/95 109,977 10,205 1,335 125 1121.642
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T a ble  2 -  In c o m e  M a t r ix  1994/95

Transaction Type
per cent

Incom e
Source earned

Sales & 
income

Grants & 
donations Investments Total

G eneral public 15.1 21.0 n/a 36.1

G o ve rn m e n t 14.8 13.4 n/a 28.2

Charitie s 1.3 8.8 n/a 10.2

Business 2.2 2.0 n/a 4.2

Internally generated n/a 1.0 20.4 21.3

T  otal 33.5 46.2 20.4 100

three years, an annual rate of increase of 9% and
a real annual rate of 6% (when adjusted for
inflation).

There are two main components to the growth in
income. Firstly, income of the top income
stratum has increased by £1.2 billion and a
matched sample of large organisations shows that
they had a substantial growth in mean income.
Whilst income of charities in the lowest income
band also contributed to the overall growth in
income in 1994/95 this was despite there being
no change in mean income compared with 1991.
The growth in income was driven by an increase
in the number of organisations (as noted above).
The charitable sector is dominated by a few large
organisations, less than 10% of organisations
command almost 90% of charitable sector gross
income.

In c o m e  M a tr ix

Charitable organisations gain income from a
number of sources and through different types of
transactions with these sources. A matrix can be

drawn matching the sources of income with the
type of transaction, as shown in Table 2.

C u rren t  Ex p en d it u r e

Total current expenditure is estimated at £10.9
billion in 1994/95 and compares with £8.5
billion in 1991. This implies an increase in total
current expenditure of 28% over three years, an

T able  3 - S u m m ary  of

C u rren t  Ex p e n d it u r e  1994/95

Expenditure type £ m illion

Total current expenditure 10,882

Staff costs 3,804

Total grants, donations 2,912

Interest payments 36

Depreciation  of capital assets 298

Fundraising and publicity expenditure 254

O th e r  expenditure on goods/services 3,578
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C apital Expenditure

1

f
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]

>

for 88% of the total. A summary breakdown is 
given in Table 3.

annual rate of increase of 9% and a real annual 
rate of 6% (when adjusted for inflation). Like !
income, current expenditure is not evenly spread Capital expenditure by general charities is

I

across the sector as 10% of organisations account ! estimated at £443 million in 1994/95. These are
the first systematic estimates for the capital 
expenditure of the charitable sector. They are 
required to inform estimates of capital 
expenditure by non-profit making institutions 
serving households (NPISHs) for 
implementation of ESA95. The breakdown by 
type of asset is as follows:

New building work - 38%

Land and existing buildings - 28%

Vehicles - 11%

Plant and machinery - 23%

F inal C urrent Expenditure

The main contribution of general charities to 
gross domestic product (GDP) is measured by 
total final current expenditure (FCE), as already
explained. FCE for 1994/95 is estimated at £3.7 
billion compared to £2.8 billion in 1991. This 
implies an increase in total final current 
expenditure of 32% over three years and a real 
annual rate of 7% (when adjusted for inflation).

T able 4: C hange in F in a l  C urrent 
Expenditure 1991- 1994/95

£ million

1991 1994/95

Staff costs 2,843 3,804

plus

Current expenditure 

on goods and services 3,273 3,832

equals

Final gross expenditure 6,1 16 7,636

minus

Total sales of goods 

and services 3,319 3,939

equals

Final current expenditure 2,797 3,697

5

Note: 1991 figures revised since the 1993 survey. The 
methodology for imputing the detailed split of income and 
expenditure for charities with income of less than £100,000 
has been improved.

F in a n c ia l  T  ransactions

Charities are estimated to have made net 
acquisitions of financial assets worth £660
million in 1994/95. The increase in liquid assets 
e.g. bank and building society deposits was £92 
million, whilst net investment in other assets e.g. 
company securities, British Government 
securities was £593 million. Liabilities i.e. 
borrowing amounted to £25 million.

Balance  Sheet

The net wealth of the sector amounted to £34.8 
billion, the breakdown is discussed below.

Assets
The value of assets of general charities at the end 
of the survey period is estimated at £37.7 billion. 
This comprises predominantly investments (63% 
of total assets), and buildings and land (18%). 
Investments are dominated by equities (39% of
total assets), the next largest type being British

_  $

Government Securities (9% of total assets). Unit
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Trusts, common investment funds and other H u m a n  R eso u rces

securities make up the bulk of the remainder.
Approximately 1.5% of assets are in the form of The human resource of the charitable sector
investments or loans in group entities. comprises significant numbers of both paid and

unpaid workers. Other sectors may also have
substantial numbers of people contributing
unpaid work but it is the charitable sector for
whom this type of donation in kind is most
significant.

Pa id  W orkers

Over the last six years local authority
establishments have transferred some of their
social services provision to independent bodies
which include charities and voluntary
organisations. Consequently, there has been an
increase in the number of paid workers in the
charitable sector and further definition of job
roles on a professional basis. The charitable
sector is estimated to employ 318,000 full-time
equivalents (FTEs) paid workers - a figure which
includes those who work part-time. Smaller

L ia b il it ies charities are more likely to employ part-time
workers than larger charities, 56% of smaller

The value of liabilities of general charities is charities' employees are part-time compared with
estimated at £2.9 billion. Table 6 illustrates that 14% employed by the largest charities.
the majority of liabilities (57%) are for creditors
and accruals. However, the distribution of
liabilities does change with income strata as U npa id  W orkers

smaller charities only have a third of their
liabilities assigned to creditors and accruals . Unpaid workers or volunteers fulfil a number of

T a b l e  6: L ia b il it ie s  at  E n d  1994/95

Liabilities % of Total

Creditors and accruals 56.7

Deferred income 14.6

Total loans 17.6

Other loans l l . l

roles in charities as trustees, members of
management committees, administrators and
providers of direct services. The number of
persons fulfilling each of these roles, and the
corresponding number of hours worked by
volunteers, were estimated by the charities.
Many individuals who volunteer will undertake
more than one of these roles, indeed in many
smaller charities trustees may fulfil all roles.
Charities are estimated to-have over 1.1 million
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trustees and 1.5 million FTE unpaid staff. The survey also benefited greatly from the
Whilst it is not possible to estimate accurately the | contribution made by those individuals and
overlap between trustees and the other roles, it is 
likely that there are over 3 million individual 
persons contributing unpaid work to charities.

ONS wishes to acknowledge the work of the 
consortium of organisations which undertook the 
survey on its behalf.

Special thanks to:

Les Hems (Survey Director, NCVO)

Andrew Passey (Survey Co-ordinator, NCVO) 

Julie Green (Survey Manager, ABS).

The organisations and personnel were:

Aston University: Pat Field, Professor David 
Wilson

Glasgow Caledonian University: Professor 
John Taylor, Liz Vaughn, Edward Shui, Ray 
Kelt

Kent University: Jeremy Kendall (now at 
London School o f Economics)

National Council for Voluntary 
Organisations: Jane Porter

Northern Ireland Council for Voluntary 
Action: Eithne Gilligan, Marcus Smith, Liz 
Law

Scottish Council for Voluntary 
Organisations: Lucy Pratt

Williams
Wise

Wales Council for Voluntary Action: Lynda 
Garfield

organisations which participated in the pilot 
stage. The consortium also received considerable 
help from the Charity Commission for England 
and Wales (in particular Alan Polak), Charity 
Finance Directors Group and ‘Hendersons Top 
2000 UK Charities’. Finally, ONS would like to 
acknowledge the most fundamental contribution 
of all those organisations and their staff who 
completed questionnaires in the survey.

Any comments or queries relating to this article 
should be directed to:

Mr Roger Ward
Office for National Statistics
D3/03
1 Drummond Gate 
London
SWIV 2Q Q  
® 0171 533 6002 
Fax: 0171 533 6023
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C om piling  R enew able E n ergy  S tatistics  in th e
U n ited  K ingdom

In tr o d u ctio n

Ithough renewable sources
of energy, such as the

burning of wood for direct heat,
are probably the UK’s oldest
sources of energy, the specific
inclusion of renewables as a
category within the annual
Digest of UK Energy Statistics

Unit (ETSU) at AEA
Technology, Harwell. Even so,
some of the constituent series are

RESTATS
own Energy Policy and Analysis
Unit (EPA) who are responsible
for providing overall energy
statistics to the Government, the
wider business community.

did not begin until 1991
international organisations, and
the public at large. There are

(covering data from 1988 by Michael J  Ji certain benefits to central
onwards). Even now the D T I government that arise from
dominance of fossil fuels and collecting the data on renewables
nuclear sources in the UK means that renewable
energy sources account for just under 1 per cent
of the United Kingdom’s primary energy
requirement (1995). However, 1.7 million
tonnes of oil equivalent is too large an amount to
be ignored and the Department of Trade and
Industry (DTI) has a specific statistical system

RESTATS
production and consumption of renewable fuels.
The sources include electricity industry surveys,
specific renewables surveys, administrative data.
technical estimates, and regulatory information.
As the number of renewables projects in the UK
increases, it is important to measure and monitor
the contribution of renewable energy sources to
total UK electricity and energy production. This
helps the DTI both to evaluate the effectiveness
of government encouragement of the renewables
technologies, and to determine future
requirements.

The Renewable Energy Statistics database
(RESTATS)
information on renewable energy sources. DTI
contracted out the setting up and maintenance of
RESTATS

via an organisation such as ETSU. Firstly data
quality is enhanced because ETSU’s own experts
in the various renewables fields are fully involved
in the compilation of the figures. Secondly the
database developed by ETSU will be a tool used
by those experts as well as by government; this
builds in an automatic check on the relevance of
the data. Thirdly ETSU’s contacts within the
wider renewables market will enable
dissemination of the collected information on
renewables. Experience has shown that an
informed market more readily provides up to
date information feeding back to the database
itself

UK Government Policy is to stimulate the
development of new and renewable energy
sources wherever they have the prospect of being
economically attractive and environmentally
acceptable in order to contribute to

diverse, secure, and sustainable energy
supplies,

the reduction in the emission of
pollutants, and
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C hart I : Renewable E nergy U tilisation 1995

Small-Scale Hydro 1.0%

W ind 1.8% 

Active Solar Heating 0.6%*''

Others 3.4%

Hydro 
(Large Scale)

25.5%

(1) 'Other' includes farm waste 
digestion and chicken litter, 
waste tyres, industrial and 
hospital waste combustion
(2) Excludes all passive use of 
solar e n c i^

Landfill Gas 12.0%

Sewage Gas 10.1%

Biofuels
71.1%

Wood Combustion 10.2%

Straw Combustion 4.2%

Refuse Combustion 20.4%

Other'*'14.2%

Total Renewables Used = 1.71 Million Tonnes of Oil Equivalent

♦  the encouragement of internationally 
competitive industries

It has a target of 1,500 MW DNC of new 
electricity generating capacity from renewable

sub-sample of the projects. The annual survey is 
described in more detail below. Frequently 
ETSU can make use of the specialist and detailed 
knowledge of their own Project Officers whose 
work advising in renewable energy and other

energy sources for the UK as a whole by the year projects gives them up to date information on 
2000. The Non-Fossil Fuels Obligation (NFFO) the state of particular energy markets, 
is one means of stimulating an initial, 
competitive market for the electricity producing i 
technologies. It also provides one method of j 
collecting data on renewables. I

For projects contracted under NFFO details of 
capacity and generation are provided by the Non 
Fossil Purchasing Agency (NFPA). Information 
on the Scottish Renewables Obligation (SRO) 
and the Northern Ireland NFFO is provided by 
the Scottish Office and Northern Ireland 
Electricity, respectively. In addition, for larger 
projects, ETSU carry out an annual survey in 
which questionnaires are sent out to project 
managers. For technologies in which there are 
large numbers of small projects, the values are

This article now looks in turn at the individual 
sources shown in Chart 1 that make up the 1 per 
cent renewables contribution to UK energy 
supplies, and then examines the two main survey 
sources of renewables data.

H yd ro -E lec tr ic ity

The UK attempts to fit its data on hydro 
electricity to the requirements of international 
bodies such as the International Energy Agency 
(lEA) and the Statistical Office of the European 
Communities (Eurostat) by dividing hydro 
schemes into two groups, large scale (ie 5 MW

estimates based on information collected from a capacity and over) and small scale (ie capacity of
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MW)
qualify

MW
However, there is a constraint here arising from
the way data are available from electricity
companies. In many cases the data are available
only for a whole scheme which may include
individual stations with capacities below the 5

known. In 1995, 77 small scale hydro schemes
were contracted within the Renewables
Obligations. 22 of these were existing schemes,
with 4 new schemes, coming on-line during
1995.

A c tiv e  S olar

MW
defined as covering all plants belonging to Active solar heating employs solar collectors to
companies with an aggregate hydro capacity of 5 heat water mainly for domestic hot water systems
MW but also for other applications such as swimming

Wales pools. The provision of information about
water from high level reservoirs with their own capacities and volumes of active solar energy to
catchment areas. Figures from these large DTI is also in the hands of ETSU which has
schemes are either provided directly to the DTI asked the Solar Trade Association to carry out a
by the major power producers or by auto­ study. The findings of this study were that 44
generators who complete a regular survey sent to GWh
them on DTFs behalf by the Office for National domestic hot water generation replaces gas (80
Statistics (ONS). More is said about this per cent) or electric (20 per cent) heating. For
particular survey later in this article. GWh

generation replaces gas (45 per cent), oil (45 per
Small scale hydro plants with an aggregate hydro cent) or electricity (10 per cent).

MW
generate electricity for either domestic or farm
purposes or for sale to the local regional W ind

electricity company. ETSU collect these small
RESTATS There has been a substantial increase in electricity

generation are actual figures where available, but generation from wind in the UK over the last
otherwise year as a result of a number of new wind projects
(55 per cent), or the design load factor, where coming on stream. There were 40 projects
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operational under the Renewables Obligations at 
the end of 1995, of which 34 were new schemes. 
More are anticipated to be commissioned over 
the next 3-4 years. Wind capacity has increased 
4-fold since 1992, although electricity generated 
has increased by a factor of 13 due to an 
improvement in technologies together with the 
better siting of wind farms.
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for experimental wind turbines, because 
they operate infrequently and dump any 
power they generate, capacity figures are 
compiled and included, but generation is 
set at zero within the overall wind 
figures.

Across the United Kingdom there is considerable 
variation in wind direction and speed. Where

Wind turbines in the UK are classified by ETSU ' average load factors are used in the calculation
into four categories according to the size of the 
turbine and its use. Data are collected for each 
category and then combined into a single 
published value:

they may result in poor estimates for any 
particular year, but they will still give a 
reasonable picture of the long term trend.

:s

for small turbines, an estimate is made 
based on installed capacities and average 
load-factors

for NFFO wind farms and turbines data 
are returned to the NFPA who pass them 
on via DTI to ETSU

for non-NFFO wind turbines ETSU 
carry out a special survey to obtain the 
required capacity and generation data.
In 1995 this produced a 64 per cent

Landfill G as

Landfill gas is a methane-rich biogas formed 
from the decomposition of organic material in 
landfill. In the UK, the gas is used either to 
directly fuel reciprocating engines or turbines to 
generate electricity, or used directly in kilns and 
boilers. Data on landfill gas exploitation are 
provided from LAMMCOS, the Landfill gas 
Monitoring, Modelling and Communication 
System. This is a landfill gas database also 
maintained by ETSU, containing information on

response rate and the results were grossed all existing landfill exploitation schemes. Further
up for inclusion in the overall total. commissioning of landfill gas projects under the
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Renewables Obligations will continue to increase
the amount of electricity generated from this
technology. Because most of the new generation
is supported under the NFFO scheme, the NFPA
can provide statistics to ETSU (as noted above).
A second source of information on the use of
landfill gas is DTFs own survey of electricity

made of the commercial or industrial use of
wood from commercial forestry or coppicing
operations. Combustion of furniture
manufacturing wastes is included within the
estimate under the ‘other wastes’ category. The
1989 survey consulted a variety of sources

generation by auto producers and Combined
Heat and Power (CHP) plants, which is
discussed below.

including the Forestry Commission, Timber
Growers UK, the National Fireplaces
Association, the Building Research Energy

(BRECSU)
4

various ETSU reports. The main problem faced

S ew age G as
in making the estimate is obtaining estimates
from the users of wood, particularly in the

Sewage gas can be used to maintain the optimum
domestic sector. Conventional government

temperature for digestion in all sewage sludge
digestion projects. The electricity generated is
either used on site or sold under the NFFO.

surveys include very few instances of households
purchasing or using wood as a fuel, and sampling
errors are too large to make the information

Information from these projects prior to 1991
sufficiently reliable. However, plans are being
drawn up to construct a sampling frame of

was collected directly by the RESTATS project. domestic wood users from a variety of sources
Since 1991, data are provided from the
Combined Heat and Power Statistics

with the aim of matching information from a

(CHAPSTAT) database, which is another
sample of users to estimates from wood suppliers
and appliance retailers.

database maintained by ETSU on behalf of DTI.
RESTATS

unnecessary because the sewage companies Straw  C ombustion

(which in the UK tend also to be water
companies) were already providing data for this Straw can be burnt in high temperature boilers.
CHP database, and this was a convenient way of i designed for the efficient and controlled
keeping burdens on businesses to a minimum by j combustion of solid fuels and biomass to supply
avoiding duplication. In 1995 information on
the heat and electricity generated by sewage gas
was grossed up from surveying 46 out of the 121

heat, hot water and hot air systems. Estimates of
straw combustion are based partly on 1990

sewage treatment works with generating capacity
information and partly on a straw-fired boilers
survey that was carried out in 1993-94.
Attempts have been made to carry out a more
detailed survey of straw burning by attaching

W ood  C ombustion

Domestic wood use includes the use of logs in

(MAFF)
surveys. However, agricultural surveys are

open fires, cooker boilers and other wood
burning stoves. The figure incorporated in the
UK estimates of renewable energy consumption
is an approximate estimate based on a survey
carried out in 1989, At present, no estimate is

strictly controlled both in terms of sample
selection and survey content so as to keep the
already high form filling burden on farmers to a
minimum. To be sure of an adequate sample of
farms with straw burning boilers from which
estimates could be grossed up for the UK as a
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whole, the initial sample would have to be quite 
large. Because of these difficulties discussions 
between DTI, ETSU and MAFF are continuing 
on how best to update the estimates.

RDF
cent of the gross calorific value of British coal. 
Information in this area was obtained from the 
data collected, using the RESTATS 
questionnaire, for 1995 (see below).

.f

a
f

M unicipal Solid W aste 
C ombustion

Information is provided from those refuse 
incinerator operators in the United Kingdom

O ther  W aste C ombustion

Certain wastes produced by industry and 
commerce can be used as a source of energy for

that practice energy recovery. This includes both industrial processes or space heating. These
direct combustion of unprocessed Municipal 
Solid Waste (MSW) and the combustion of 
refuse derived fuel (RDF), In the latter process, 
waste can be partially processed to produce 
coarse RDF, which can be burnt in a variety of 
ways. By further processing the refuse, including 
separating off the fuel fraction, compacting, 
drying and densifying, it is possible to produce

wastes include general waste from factories such 
as paper, cardboard, wood and plastics. Data 
collected from a 1994 survey was used to derive 
estimates for 1995, This information was then 
used by ETSU to derive an estimate of the 
overall energy contribution from the industry.
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C hart 3 :T he G rowth  in R enew able S ources 1990-1995
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DTI’s S urvey of E lec tr ic ity
G enerated

One method of finding out about the way that
renewable resources are being used for the
fuelling of electricity generators is to ask those
who own and run the generating plant. This is
the way that DTI has traditionally included
autogeneration as a whole in their statistics of
electricity generation. A regular quarterly survey
is sent to generators who produce more than 1
GWh of electricity per year. Once a year the
sample is extended to cover all those with
generating capacities of over 250kWe. It is from

T o t a l  
U se o f  
R e n e w ­
able

S o u r c e s

1993 1994 1995

is here that much groundwork is done by ETSU
each year to keep the sampling frame up to date
by including all the new and extended plants and
removing life expired plants that have been
phased out.

T he r e s t a t s  Q uestionnaires

ETSU use two different formats of questionnaire
to obtain the data they need to update the
RESTATS

(REPS)
sent to managers of new projects identified on

this Electricity Generated survey that details of the database with a request to provide full details
CHP plants fuelled at least in part by sewage gas,
landfill gas, and by refuse derived fuels are

of the project and its energy statistics for as many
years since 1990 that it has been operating. For

obtained. However, for the survey to be a established schemes already on the database the
success the sample must be comprehensive and it same questionnaire is used but the forms are pre-

S tatistical N ews

f I

el
rOV

energ)'

luantit)' a*

Each year

make th e  t

survey
manner eai

reel
ETSU hav
surveying I

axle. Thi
Domestic
Waste i\iia
Scale Hvdi

Improv

COMPL

A four leve
Ae data
r̂ neft'ables



u
e
fid

ire

IS

lils
tnv
)r
e
re­

printed with the information already held on the 
database. Managers are then asked to check that 
the information is correct and to provide the 
latest data, an approach which saves time and 
effort and is fully in accord with the latest 
government recommendations on reducing 
burdens on businesses. Secondly the waste to 
energy questionnaire was developed specifically 
for small-scale specialised waste combustion 
projects. It is concise in that it asks only for the 
type of plant, the amount of fuel used and the 
quantity and uses of the energy produced.

particular technologies on a three year

data on projects generating electricity 
will continue to be obtained from 
NFFO, supported by the DTI Electricity 
Generated survey; and

estimates will be provided on areas where 
data are not formally gathered, based on 
ETSU project officers’ knowledge of the 
market and technology.

In C onclusion
Each year ETSU reviews the techniques used to 
collect renewable energy statistics in order to 
refine and improve data quality. In order to
make the best use of limited resources it is best to 1 Over the last six years both ETSU and DTI have 
survey fewer technology areas in a more intensive | been on a learning curve. The quality of the 
manner each year rather than attempt to cover all renewables statistics compiled and published has
technologies in a limited manner every year. improved over this period but the learning
ETSU have therefore developed a programme of process is a continual one. The four level
surveying technology areas on a three-yearly 
cycle. Thus in 1996 the emphasis was on 
Domestic Wood, Industrial Wood, and Farm 
Waste Anaerobic Digestion and in 1997 Small 
Scale Hydro and Straw will be surveyed.

approach will ensure that each technology area is 
revisited while expert knowledge continues to be 
tapped. At the same time information from 
other databases will be fed in and expert eyes will 
be kept on emerging technologies.

Improving D ata Q uality and 
C ompleteness

A four level approach is being used to improve 
the data quality and completeness of UK 
renewables statistics:

♦  links are being maintained with existing 
databases and surveys such as NFFO, 
and CHAPSTAT;

♦  small technology areas will continue to 
be estimated by ETSU project officers 
and peer reviewed by a competent 
organisation or contractor external to 
ETSU, supplemented by surveys of
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N ews From A round  the  GSS a n d  B eyond

O ffice  for N ational Statistics
for the moment at St Catherine’s House,
However, in the spring of 1997, the Public

O ffice for N ational S tatistics
Search Room will move to Myddleton Place,

Moving to  N ew  L ondon  HQ
Islington, where a joint search facility will be
shared with the Census Reading Room of the
Public Record Office.

The Office for National Statistics (ONS) moved
to a new London headquarters at the end of 1996 | Public facilities at the new Pimlico headquarters
and opened for business on Thursday 2 January will include the National Statistics Information
at Drummond Gate, Pimlico. & Library Service (NSILS), which will feature a

shop, an inquiry point and library. NSILS will
The ONS is the national agency which collects, aim to give researchers and academics access to
processes and publishes economic, social and publications not only of the ONS, but of the
population statistics, it is also responsible for the
system for the registration of births, marriages

entire Government Statistical Service. Entry to
the Library will be by appointment.

and deaths in England and Wales, as well as for
the maintenance and administration of the
National Health Service Central Register.

The ONS Library at Newport, Gwent, which
specialises in economic and business statistics,
will remain open to the public as part of the

Previously, the ONS had offices on four London NSILS service.
sites - at Government Offices, Great George
Street; Kingsway; Caxton House, Tothill Street;
and Millbank Tower. Staff from all four

The ONS, which has a staff of more than 3,000

locations moved to Pimlico. The new London
and an annual budget in excess of £100 million,
also has offices in Titchfield, Hampshire; in

address will be: Southport, Lancashire; in Runcorn, Cheshire;
n and in Newport, South Wales.

Office for National Statistics
1 Drummond Gate
London
SW 1V 2QQ

The ONS’s Public Search Room, which provides
public access to the indexes of births, marriages
and deaths for England and Wales, will remain
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The following O NS telephone numbers are likely to be o f  interest.

Main Switchboard 0171-233 9233

in
'i

Public inquiries:

Social statistics and registration matters 

Macro-economic and employment data 

Business statistics

National Statistics Information & Library Service (NSILS)

Shop

0171-533 6262 

0171-533 6363 

01633 812973 

0171-533 6266

0171-533 6263

3

3

Press Office:

Economic and business statistics

Employment statistics

Social statistics, registration and health

0171-533 5725 

0171-533 5714 

0171-533 5702

The NSILS e-mail address will be lnfo@ons.gov.uk

Public F inance  T rends -1NATIONAL
STATISTICS

n, New from the Office for National Statistics, 
Public Finance Trends brings you the full picture 
of Government spending and borrowing in the 
UK. An extensive and authoritative assessment 
of the state of government finances from 1966, it 
brings you the figures behind the headlines on 
issues that will be central to public debate over 
the coming months. With explanation and 
commentary from the producers of the statistics 
at ONS, Public Finance Trends is an invaluable 
and accessible insight for the general reader and 
expert alike.

78% of Local Authority income is 
provided by Central Government

4.5 million people were employed in the 
public sector generating more than 18% 
of the country’s output

Public Finance 
Trends
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Thtt sutlstical 
background to 
public spending 
and revenues

A publication of 
the Government 
Statistical Service

The Stationery Office
Price £25.95  

ISB N  0 11 620789 2
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♦  General Government expenditure was
42% of GDP

♦  Central Government paid £25 billion in
debt interest

The facts that inform the debate

Government spending on health, education,
social security etc are everyday issues. Taxes and
national insurance contributions affect us all and
are frequently issues of public debate. Whatever
your use of the data, Public Finance Trends has
been written with you in mind.

Designed carefully for ease of use and access, our
experts’ informative commentary is
complemented with charts and tables.

Public Finance Trends brings together the widest
available collection of statistics on public
spending and revenue from the Office for
National Statistics. It is a definitive background
to any understanding of public sector finance
decisions and their impact on the economy and
comes with the unrivalled quality of the official
source - the Office for National Statistics. From
local government spending to the PSBR via
taxation, social security and public corporations,
this is a summary no analyst or student of the
economy or government can afford to be
without.

♦ Overview of Public Sector

♦ General Government

♦ Central Government

♦ Taxation

♦ Social Security

50 S tatistical N ews

♦  Public Sector Surplus and Deficit

♦  Public Corporations

♦ Local Authorities including housing
finance

♦ Tables, bibliography and an invaluable
glossary of terms

♦ Long run background data are included.

♦ Data shown at current prices and some as
proportions of GDP.

Skill N eeds in B ritain 1996

Skill Needs in Britain 1996 is the seventh survey
in an annual series funded by the Department for
Education and Employment. The objectives of
the research is to assess the scale and pattern of
employer recruitment difficulties, including the
specific occupations affected; employers’
commitment to training, specifically the amount
of off-the-job training funded or arranged and
the occupations affected; and employers’
awareness of, and participation in, initiatives
related to training and skills.

The 1996 report was published in early
December and covers all the regions of Great
Britain, all industries except for agriculture,
forestry and fishing, and employer establishments
with 25 or more employees (medium and large).
It reports that 17% of employers were
experiencing recruitment difficulties (defined as
hard'tO'fill vacancies) at the time of the survey.
This is very slightly up on 1995 when it was
reported as 16%. However, it highlights the
continued upward trend from 1992 when hard-
to-fill vacancies stood at 5%.
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Over the last year 84% of employers provided 
off-the-job training for at least some of their 
employees; when considering the 1995 figure of 
82% and the 1994 figure for 78%, this also 
suggests a continued improvement in the 
incidence of off-the-job training provided by 
employers in Britain.

Seventy four percent of employers felt that the 
need for skills in their average employee was
rising, up from 71% in 1995 and 63% in 1994.
The most common reasons for this were changes 
in processes and technology (44%) and changes 
in work practices/multi-skilling (27%).

For further information contact:

Richard Walsh @0114 259 4308.
I______________________________________ I

ONS B usiness C harter

The Office for National Statistics has launched 
its first Business Charter. For providers of data, it 
lists measures for reducing the burdens on 
business e.g. more efficient sampling; exploiting 
new technology; compliance planning; from 
1997 firms with less than ten employees which 
take part in one of ONS's inquiries will be told 
in advance for how many periods they will be 
included and assured they will not take part in 
any other ONS inquiries for at least three years. 
For users of data, ONS is committed to 
improving consultation - e.g. through the 
Business Statistics Users Group - and to improve 
the presentation and accessibility of information.

Tim Holt, ONS Director has said,'The Charter 
is an important contribution towards the central 
Citizen’s Charter and Deregulation initiatives. It 
demonstrates ONS’s commitment to 
recommendations of the recent Osmotherly

surveys to benefit business whilst ensuring that 
essential statistics continue to be delivered .

Copies o f the Charter are available free o f  charge 
from the:

ONS Library @ 01633 812973
Government Buildings, Newport,
South Wales NP9 IXG

G S S  - G eneral

A  Report on  the Electronic 
D issemination C onference 
L o n d o n , 3 1 O ctober 1996

This conference was the third in a series held in 
October each year. It was organised by the 
Electronic Dissemination Working Group which 
is a joint sub-group of the Government Statistical 
Service Dissemination and Information Strategy 
committees.

The purpose of these conferences can be 
summarised as:

♦

♦

To promote the sharing of ideas on the 
practical statistical applications of 
computer tools;

To update the members of the 
Government Statistical Service on the 
current and future developments in both 
computer software and information 
technology strategy and

♦ To give impetus to ideas and 
developments avoiding the reinvention of 
the wheel.

The conference was held in the conference suite
Group report on easing the burdens of statistical at Skipton House (Department of Health
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building at Elephant and Castle, London) which
software

and its application by government departments.

ago and has been taken up by several other
Welsh

In tr o d u c tio n

Office, Lord Chancellor’s Department and
Scottish Office). The system allows sharing of
statistics, text files and graphical images by all on

Greg Phillpotts outlined the purpose of the
the network. Around 250 people are regularly

MAFF
Electronic Dissemination Working Group and in the success of the venture were summarised as
its application to the conference noting the
current issues the group had been concerned with the acceptance by the users, the presence of one
namely, good practice guidelines for presentation central source of up to date information and its
of data electronically, the establishment of a

its low cost of implementation, the ease of use.

Government Statistical Service World Wide Web available and in updating topics already held.
site and the Government Statistical Service

effectiveness in allowing expansion of topics

Integrated Database. Many issues arise from At the second conference, in 1995, the Scottish
electronic dissemination which can be
categorised as presentational, functional and

Office demonstrated one of their applications of

contextual (including the generation and
the reference database that had applicability to
all: the storing of and access to the Government

presentation of metadata). Some issues were to j  Statistical Service telephone directory with
arise later in the day; others summarised as hypertext links and search facilities.
questions were:

The return this year was to demonstrate the latest
Should misuse of data be a concern? developments: a successful trial had just been

Should the production of paper
completed within MAFF of making the latest
office notices and job vacancies available. This

publications cease? was based on a new product developed in-house

Is too much being disseminated?
called Announcer. The advantages to MAFF are
the saving of paper and distribution costs

Are the right dissemination skills
together with the speed of delivery to all of their
offices - instant! The product Announcer flags

available to the right people? up for the user the presence of new notices. Also

Should the user be asked more often
recently available on the system is the latest copy
- in electronic format - of Agriculture UK, the

about what data they require? main reference text for all in MAFF. The whole

MAFF R efer en c e  D a ta ba se: N ew
D ev elo pm en ts

system has now been adopted by the Department
as a core system.

S c o t t is h  S c h o o ls  Inform ation
Ian Webb and Leslie James reviewed the history
of their database development which is based
around standard office software, Microsoft’s

S ystem

This information system, introduced by Catriona
Excel and Word for Windows. The database was
demonstrated at the first conference two years

MacKay, was designed to be an online and
interactive tool for investigating basic data on
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secondary schools including finance, information denominator of users’ equipment. Data are 
for parents, examination results, destination extracted from the database for use within
statistics and truancy data. The foundation of 
the system is a database in SAS version 6.11 but 
is dependent on a high specification PC (32Mb 
of RAM, 90 MHz Pentium processor and SVG. 
monitor). Total development time was 4 to 5 
days of SAS institute staff time together with 
around 10 days of Scottish Office staff time. 
The system was built as a ‘selling system’ to 
encourage the policy makers and inspectors to

available packages or as a simple report.
Metadata is considered very important, especially 
when looking at international data, and is 
automatically triggered when looking up series 
on the database. The main data providers so far 
are Eurostat, ILO and UNESCO but should also 
soon include health data (from World Health 
Organisation), social justice and environment 
data. NOMIS has around 85,000 accesses to the

use the available information prior to, during and ' database each year with charges based on the
^  ^  «  m  4  A  ^

after visits. The system is designed with the user 
in mind, allowing a simple point and click ■ 
interaction to display maps, data values, changes 
of level of information shown (unitary authority 
or Scotland), and changes of variable. 
Interchanging between the maps and the data 
behind them is simple and both can be exported 
to other packages for briefing purposes.

R.c a d e : R eso u rce  C en tre  for 
A c c ess  to  D ata on  E urope

The European Science Foundation noted that 
data across Europe are not well integrated, are 
hardly co-ordinated, lack compatibility and are 
difficult to obtain. Michael Blakemore,
University of Durham, noted that the 
fundamental principle of R.cade was to extend 
the philosophy of NOMIS, the UK database, 
into the European dimension. However, the 
structuring inside the system is quite different, 
taking on board the experience with NOMIS and 
the development of technology. The project is 
ESRC funded but on a declining taper: the 
database must get users willing to pay for access 
to the data; such customers will come from 
education, central and local government and, 
increasingly, business.

Unlike the previous presentation, R.cade is not 
slick with colour and display mechanisms but a 
very basic system driven by the lowest common

amount of data retrieved: R.cade will expect a 
similar number but is expecting a steady growth 
path not an instant high demand.

A n In teg ra ted  D atabase for  t h e  
G overnm ent S t a t ist ic a l  S ervice

When announcing the formation of the Office 
for National Statistics last Autumn, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer identified one of 
the future tasks as the creation of an integrated 
database. Work on the concepts and design of 
the database have progressed significantly and 
Brian Meakings reported on progress to date. 
Fundamental to the database would be the 
harmonisation of questions and concepts 
throughout government surveys (which has now 
begun). The aims of the database would be to 
improve information about statistics (metadata), 
access to statistics, coherence, usage and coverage 
of the statistics.

A major consultation and research exercise 
confirmed the fundamentals of the project, 
identifying that good metadata will be essential as 
will ‘ownership’ (as both suppliers and users of 
data) by all in the Government Statistical Service. 
The metadata already has a base, the electronic 
version of the Guide to Official Statistics, and 
will include a thesaurus and structured 
information on datasets.
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A pilot system is being developed which will be reducing the burden of contacts with
used to improve the understanding of both
technical issues and user needs. Funding for the

government - and reducing costs!

full implementation still needs to be secured. A Green Paper should be issued in the week

G overnm ent.d ir ec t
beginning 4 November which sets out the issues
These can be summarised as:

John Elmore reported on the work of the Central
IT Unit (CITU) in the Cabinet Office which
was formed late last year but only really came

departmental fragmentation

together in March this year. CITU’s remit is to
plugging government together (in IT
terms)

produce a strategy for the government’s use of
information technology (IT), advise on the use of
private finance in the implementation of systems

developing service areas with design from

and thereby improve the efficiency of the delivery
user s perspective

of government services. The fundamental The aim is to promote ‘Cheaper, more accessible
principle applied by the unit was that IT should , less burdensome government’ with improved
be used as a catalyst for beneficial change. quality of service which is more effective and

better value for money. To see the
The unit has already carried out a stock-take of , developments, get hold of a copy of the Green
government IT systems and plans, is
investigating developments in the private sector.

Paper, ‘government direct’.

benchmarking government’s systems against Is THE U ser W ith  U s?
other government’s systems, developing a
strategy for IT development, maintaining the The final session of the day was the issue of a
momentum of the private finance and advising challenge by Ian Maclean of Business and Trade
ministers. Statistics. He noted the trends in electronic

It became clear during the stock-taking that
dissemination had been revolutionary but that
the user was not always considered. Each

common standards in IT matters applied only development should consider the market for the
within departments and not across them and that i data and should be planned both strategically
the focus of such systems was the agency needs (long term view as to the direction of
and not those of the customer. Also it was
recognised that IT was not as developed in

dissemination policies) and tactically (short term
view with day to day management in view).

government as it was in the private sector thus
neither allowing intra-government E-mail nor Output media costs were changing dramatically:
the prospect of high level management current estimates were:
information across departmental boundaries.
With regard to access of the public to
government services, much advantage can be

Printed paper - 2 pence per page

Microfiche - 10 pence for 270pages
gained from telephone access (cheaper than paper
transactions) and direct computer links to places
of business and homes - all with the aim of

Diskette -1 .4  Mby 60pence

CD-Rom - 650 Mb - £4 written
£2 i f  mastered
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The CD-Rom could thus give masses of data For reasons of confidentiality, the publication
cheaply: but the customers want more than the does not include separate entries for preparations
data. Do we consider what they require in where less than 50 items were dispensed,
addition to the data themselves? although all totals include them.

When taking decisions on the output from our The data was based on all prescriptions dispensed
systems, always maintain some flexibility in in FHSAs in England in 1995. The vast
output majority are written by General Medical

Practitioners in England, however prescriptions
Summary written by hospital doctors, dentists and nurses

In summing up the day, Julian Calder noted the
are included, also included are prescriptions

Wales
importance of ease of use for both the supplier the Isle of Man but dispensed in England.
and user in IT systems and the increasing
recognition that our dissemination should be
customer focused.

Copies, p r iced  £10 are available from

The IT world is changing rapidly: the conference
Department of Health
Storage and Dispatch

has demonstrated some of today s applications so PO Box 410
that, by sharing knowledge and application, we Wetherby LS23 7LN
can all take advantage of the investments of 01937 840250
others and avoid some blind alleys. Fax: 01937 845381

It is hoped to hold another conference next Contact:
October: should anyone wish to offer either a
presentation or an exhibition, please contact: Ann Custance ® 0171 972 5513

Ed Swires-Hennessy ^  01222 525087
T he H ome O ffice

Department of H ealth: NHSE
Immigration

Prescriptions C ost A nalysis: U nited K ingdom, First Half 1996
Prescription Items D ispensed L isted
A lphabetically W ithin T herapeutic
C lass

The regular half yearly Home Office Bulletin on
the control of immigration was published on 24
October 1996. This bulletin contains summary

A new annual publication is now available, titled information on acceptances for settlement in the
“Prescription Cost Analysis: England 1995”, United Kingdom; entry clearance applications in
which gives the number of prescriptions items the Indian sub-continent; admissions to the UK
dispensed in England at individual preparation and extensions of stay in selected categories; and
level. Information provided includes number of
items and quantity dispensed and net ingredient

enforcement action.

cost.
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A selection o f  the main points o f  the bulletin are:

Acceptances for settlement in the United
Kingdom increased to 57,700 in the 12
months ending 30 June 1996.

15,900 applications for entry clearance

Public Sector Enterprises Ltd.) under the TACIS
programme to assist in the development of a
housing and land market in districts of the
Rostov and Tatarstan regions of Russia in co­
operation with MINSTROY - the Federal
Construction Ministry. The overall project will
last until November 1997.

for settlement were received in the Indian
sub-continent in the 12 months ending C ensus O ffice For Northern
30 June 1996, and 11,100 were granted. Ireland

5,600 applications for asylum, excluding The Census Office for Northern Ireland has also
dependants, were received in the second
quarter of 1996, compared with a

been very active overseas with Mr Trevor Evans

quarterly average of 11,000 in 1995. Of
the Census Manager closely involved in the

the 32,000 decisions made in the latest
delivery of a 1 week training course in Moscow

12 months, 55% were grants of asylum.
in late October for census personnel from across

Enforcement action was initiated against

the CIS. This was held under the auspices of the
Statistical Division of the United Nations
Economic Commission for Europe and proved

17,800 persons, about 20% more than in ! an active forum for discussing a wide range of
the previous 12 months, and 5,000 issues pertinent to CIS census preparation.
persons left the United Kingdom as a Trevor Evans is also providing consultancy for
result of such action. the Kazakhstan Census Office and visited Almaty

from 4-12 December.
Reference

“Control of Immigration: Statistics United
For any enquiries on overseas projects please contact:

Kingdom, First Half 1996” Dr James Gillan
(Home Office Statistical Bulletin Issue 23/96) NI-CO Statistical Services (NISRA)

Room B8
N orthern Ireland I The Arches Centre

11-13 Bloomfield Avenue
L iving Standards and H ouse BELFAST BT5 5HD
C onditions Survey

S  01232 526079

NI-CO Statistical Services, NISRA’s
Fax: 01232 526948

international consultancy unit, is currently
email: james.gillan@nics.gov.uk

undertaking a survey of living standards and an
assessment of house conditions in two Russian
regions in conjunction with the Planning and
Operations Division of the Northern Ireland
Housing Executive. The survey is part of a 1.8m
ecu project won by NI-CO (Northern Ireland
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Northern Ireland Statistics and 
Research A gency New Publications

Contact:

1994 Labour Force Survey Religion Report 
Price: Free

Available from:

Human Resource Research & Evaluation 
Branch, Rosepark House,
Upper Newtownards Road,
Stormont, Belfast, BT4 3NR 
S01232 526483

Description: The report, the fifth in a series, 
includes information disaggregated by religion 
on labour force participation rates, reasons for 
non-participation, unemployment rates, the 
unemployment differential, length of time 
seeking work, main methods of job search used 
by the unemployed, characteristics of those in 
employment, composition of the major 
occupational and industrial groupings, and the 
highest level of qualification attained. An 
appendix provides comparative data for a 
number of key statistics over the period 1990-
1994.

The 1995 Annual Report of t 
General for Northern Ireland

♦ Published on Friday 15 November 1996

♦ Statistics on births, deaths, marriages and 
divorces are detailed for Northern Ireland and 
District Council Areas.

♦ The Report is available from SO Bookshops 
at a cost of £28

^M r Lawrence McKeag ® 01232-252027 ^

D epartment of Education for 
Northern Ireland

Enrolments on Vocational Courses in Colleges
of Further Education 1994/95
Published November 1996

It presents data on vocational students enrolled 
on higher and further education courses at 
Further Education Colleges in 1993/94 and
1994/95.

Copies o f  the bulletin (Ref: SB3I96) may be 
obtained fr e e  o f  charge from :-

Statistics and Research Branch
Department of Education
Rathgael House
Balloo Road
Bangor
Co Down
BT19 7PR
m  Bangor 279679 or 279391

D epartment of A griculture for 
Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland Agricultural Statistics,
1984-1995. Price: £10

The publication contains the main statistical 
series on agriculture in Northern Ireland for the 
period 1984 to 1995. Commentary on the main 
policy and other changes over the period is also
included.
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Available from:

Economics and Statistics Division,
Department and Agriculture
Annexe B
Dundonald House
Belfast BT4 3SB
m  01232-524102

D epartm ent o f  E co n o m ic
D evelo pm en t

Two recently published reports:

♦  Labour Market Bulletin

♦  Vocational qualifications in Northern
Ireland: Awards: 1993/94-1994/95

Both reports are available free o f  charge from:

Training and Employment Agency
Research and Evaluation Branch
Clarendon House

L
Belfast BT2 8DJ
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O th er  O rganisations

i

Ba n k  of E n g la n d

Bank  of E n g la n d : In flatio n  R eport

in aggregate supply or falls in real spending, but 
rise if it is caused by increases in the money 
supply.

The November Inflation Report provided a 
detailed analysis of recent monetary, price and

The demand for Divisa money by the personal 
sector and by industrial and commercial

demand developments in the UK economy, and companies (by Norbert Janssen of the Bank’s 
offered the Bank of England’s current assessment Monetary Assessment and Strategy Division),
of the prospects for inflation over the following This article updates previous Bank analysis of
two years. It included analysis of recent money Divisia money. It assesses the demand for
and credit growth and of the latest news on 
output, the labour market and earnings.

Ban k  of E n g la n d : Q uarterly 
B u lletin

In addition to regular articles providing

Divisia money by the personal sector and by 
industrial and commercial companies (ICCs). 
Divisia money weights the component assets of 
M4 according to an estimate of the transactions 
services they provide. As an index of total 
liquidity in the economy Divisia might therefore 
be more closely related to spending than simple-

commentaries on the operation of UK monetary sum monetary aggregates. The article concludes
policy, developments in the world economy and that a sectoral analysis of Divisa money can
in financial markets, the November issue of the contain important information about future
Bank’s Quarterly Bulletin contained the 
following items.

spending.

Interpreting sterling exchange rate movements 
(by Mark Astley and Anthony Garratt of the 
Bank’s Monetary Assessment and Strategy

International monetary policy co-ordination; 
some lessons from the literature (by Charles 
Nolan and Eric Schaling of the Bank’s Monetary 
Assessment and Strategy Division). This article

Division). This article considers the analysis and provides a brief survey of the academic literature
interpretation of exchange rate fluctuations. It

of identify
on monetary policy co-ordination. Particular

identify
of exchange rate movements, and recognising the may offer on how best to arrange the nominal
many channels through which they can affect 
consumer prices. It reports empirical results 
which confirm that there is no simple 
relationship between the exchange rate and 
inflation. Sterling exchange rate depreciations 
are not necessarily associated with rises in UK 
consumer prices relative to price overseas. In 
particular, UK prices may fall relative to those

framework between EU countries in the run up 
to, and following, EMU.

The external balance sheet of the United 
Kingdom: recent developments (by Andrew 
Clayton of the Bank’s Monetary and Financial 
Statistics Division). Continuing the annual 
series which began in 1985, this article describes

overseas if the depreciation is caused by increases I the principal influences on the external asset
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position of the United Kingdom arising from
capital flows and from the impact of
valuationchanges to existing assets and liabilities.
The article includes an international comparison
of external asset positions and reviews
developments in the United Kingdom’s net
investment earnings from abroad. It also
describes the preparation for an internationally-
co-ordinated survey of cross-border holdings of
portfolio assets, and recent evidence of the scale
of UK-based repo business in foreign securities.

Public sector debt: end-March 1996 (by Nick
Parish of the Bank’s Monetary and Financial
Statistics Division). This article continues the
annual series analysing the public sector debt
position and the composition and distribution of
the national debt. In 1995/96, the nominal
value of the net debt of the public sector rose by
around £33 billion, while market holdings of the
national debt rose by around £38 billion. As a
proportion of GDP, these measures increased by

S tatistical N ews

2.7 and 3.4 percentage points respectively, to
44.6% and 47.5%. In the twelve months to the
end of March 1996, the ratio of general
government consolidated gross debt to GDP
(calculated on a Maastricht basis) rose by 3.3
percentage points to 53.8%, remaining well
below the 60% reference level specified in the
Maastricht Treaty.
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Bob Dodds - Editor, Room D .I4 0 , Office for National Statistics,
Road. NewDort. South W ales NP9 IX G

Frances Pettier - Feature Correspondent, Zone D4/06, Office for
S W IV

®  0171 533 621

Richard Perrera
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Room 
Foss House 
King's Pool 
1-2 Peasholme Green 
YORK YO l 2PX

Customs & Excise
Portcullis House 
27 Victoria Avenue 
Southend-on-Sea
ESSEX SS2 6AL

Francesca Smith 
Ministry of Defence
Room 69,
Old Naval Academy,
HM Naval Base 
PORTSMOUTH POl 3LR

Patrick O'Donnell
Department for Education and Employment
Room W626 
Moorfoot
SHEFFIELD SI 4PQ

Russ Bentley 
Employment Service
Level 2
Rockingham House 
123 West Street 
SHEFFIELD SI 4ER

Lucy Farrington 
Department of Environment
Room N5/17a 
2 Marsham Street 
LONDON SW IP3EB

Graham Jackson
General Register Office for Scotland
Room IG7
Ladywell House, Ladywell Road 
EDINBURGH EHI2 7TF

Michael Barker 
Department of Health
Skipton House 
80 London Road 
Elephant and Castle 
LONDON SEI 6LW

Jackie Orme 
Home Office
Room 8 15
50 Queen Anne*s Gate 
LONDON SW 1H9AT

Michael Young 
Inland Revenue
Room T7 
West Wing 
Somerset House 
Strand
LONDON W C2B I LB
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Marc Thomas
Lord Chancellor’s Department
9th Floor 
Selbourne House 
54-60 Victoria Street 
LONDON S W IE 6 0 B

Deborah Horn
Department of Social Security (London)
10th Floor
The Adelphi
1-1 I John Adam Street
LONDON W C2N 6HT

T revor Campbell
Northern Ireland Departments
Room Bl
2nd Floor
The Arches Centre
11-13 Bloomfield Avenue
Belfast
NORTHERN IRELAND BT5 5HD

David Bailey
Office of Manpower Economics
Oxford House 
76 Oxford Street 
LONDON W IN  9FD

Alison Wright
Office for National Statistics
Zone DG/20 
I Drummond Gate 
LONDON S W IV 2 Q Q

Chris Woolford
Overseas Development Administration
Room V553 
94 Victoria Street 
LONDON SW IE5JL

Anne Sorbie 
Scottish Office
Room I-A 
Victoria Quay 
EDINBURGH EH6 6QQ

Katharine Robbins
Department of Social Security (Newcastle)
Room B2607 
PO Box 2GB
NEW CASTLE NE99 2GB

Lesley Petrie
Department of Trade and Industry
Room G20 
10 Victoria Street 
LONDON SW IH O N N

Derek Watson 
Department of Transport
Zone 1/31, Great Minster House 
76 Marsham Street 
LONDON SW IP4BR

Tim Johnson
Her Majesty’s Treasury
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N ew  S urveys N otified  to S urvey C ontrol U nit
J uly 1996 to S eptem ber 1996

For further information about the survey listed, the appropriate contact may be obtained f r i

Officefo

SW l K2QQ.

N ew  S urveys A ssessed

SCU No Title

11200019 Employer Line National Campaign Tracking C& E COI Employer

13800026 IFAS One Stop Shop Pilot Evaluation DND Finance

13900180 Preliminary Study of the Operation o f the Voluntary Purchase Grant DOE Housing

13900225 Review of Controls on Minimum Standards for the Existing Housing Stock DOE Housing

13900226 Use of Permitted Development Rights by Statutory Undertakers DOE Planning

13900227 Energy Use in Continuous Steel Reheating Furnaces DOE Engineering

13900229 Assessing the Role of Fuel Efficiency in Vehicle Purchasing Decisions DOE T  ranspon

13900231 Evaluation o f the SRB Challenge Fund DOE Housing

13900233 Exhibition Opinion Survey DOE RDC Businessserv

13900234 The Market for Central Heating Boiler Anti-cycling Devices in LA’s DOE Engineering

13900235 Impact Assessment o f Energy Efficiency Workshops DOE Engineering

13900237 Survey o f Sales o f Non Toxic Shot DOE Engineering

13900238 Scoping Study for the Buildings Environmental Design Advice Scheme DOE Construction

13900241 Capital Challenge Pilot Scheme Evaluation DOE Finance

13900243 Impact on Employers o f Releasing People for Council Duties DOE Employee

13900244 Energy Consumption in Non-ferrous Foundries DOE EEO Manufacture

13900245 Annual Survey of Municipal Waste Management DOE Socservices

13900246 Telecoms Prior Approval Procedures As Applied- Mast/Tower Development DOE Businessserv

13900247 Defining Thresholds in Environmental Assessment DOE Businessserv

14200082 1996 Survey o f Employers Pension Provision DSS Employer

14200083 Employer Awareness of the N IC Holiday DSS Employer

14200084 Survey of Expenses o f Occupational Pension Schemes DSS GAD Finance

14200086 Professional’s Knowledge of Pensions Changes DSS COI Finance

14400093 Regional Supply Network: Customer Survey DTI Customer

14400094 To Assess the Effectiveness o f the Biotechnology Means Initiative DTI Business

14400096 Evaluation of Improved Oil Recovery and Reservoir Simulation Programme DTI Oil

14400097 Evaluation of Regional Selective Assistance 1989-93 DTI Finance

14400098 Evaluation of Business Links: Follow Up Survey DTI Business

64 STA TISTICAL N e WS

1350

2000

200

500

500

60

400

1700

12600

125

150

1895

250

630

1000

650

421

328

120

3500

1600

1300

1150

589

600

36

175

250

UK

UK

UK

EW

GB

UK

Dept Ass Activity of Number of Location Freq
Dept respondents respondents

EW AH

UK AH

AH

AH

EW AH

Y3

UK AH

GB AH

Y3

UK AH

UK AH

Q

UK AH

AH

AH

Y4

EW AH

UK AH

GB AH

UK AH

GB AH

AH

UK AH

SE AH

AH

* f
I•  4

•
>
I

I

/ ■

S'euft^

: 4"6

3 E>iIuiOon

l996Sbe«r

NitnfcVulf

Manacnwi

bnnuaQg i

HirA-Nun

.•\nmul Coc

I  ' 

J;;:
t

" V s S  EiooofflkE

't

IV Enli
1 '

'"I Economic E

- v” Highwi>'sA

2)0310 Ombudsiru

NcwOSiaK
P i

WiTi
8̂ Scod an d sl

^ •  J  I

Stud? of Gi

5

1
I.,'V "  033

14500179 Safer City Project - Gloucester DOT Transport 1000 E A 1
\

'1



E

E

AH

*AH

AH

AH

AH

Y3 :

AH

-AH

AH

AH

.AH

Y4

7 AH

AH

3

.AH

.AH

F

E

E

SCU No

14500185 Local Authority Survey of Cycle Helmet Wearing Initiatives

16600012 The Nature & Extent of Light Commercial Vehicle Theft

16600013 Compiling the Electoral Register 1996

16800041 Survey - Managing Post-incident Trauma in the Workplace

16800042 The Extent & Effects on Appliances of Copper Sulphide Dust 

1680004 A Survey-risk Assessment of Human Factors in Industrial Radiography

16800044 Database of Agricultural Pesticide Users for Epidemiological Research

16800045 Evaluation of the Construction (Design &  Management) Regulations 1994

16800046 Neuropsychological Study of Orchard Workers Exposed to Organophosphats

16800047 Review of the Provision &  Use of Work Equipment Regulations 1992

16800049 A Longitudinal Study of the Health Effects of Exposure to Grain Dust

17100044 Stamp Office Customer Survey

17900076 Economic Factors in Commercial Fishing Activities

17900077 Evaluation &  Appraisal of Two Food Link Schemes

17900078 1996 Sheep Dip Survey

17900079 Special Study of the Economics of Mushroom Production: 1997 MAFF

17900080 Nitrate Vulnerable Zones Baseline Survey

17900081 Economic Evaluation of Stage II/IIl Environmentally Sensitive Areas

MAFF

MAFF

17900082 Management Control Survey of Egg Marketing Inspectorate MAFF

17900083 Estimating the Backlog on the Over Thirty Months Scheme

17900084 Hardy Nursery Stock Technology Foresight Exercise

MAFF

MAFF Honiculture

17900085 Animal Compound Feedingstuffs; Sales Value and Volume MAFF Farming

17900086 Economic Evaluation of the Hill Livestock Compensatory Allowances Scheme MAFF Farming

17900087 Evaluation of the Fishing Vessels (Decommissioning) Schemes

17900088 Economic Evaluation of the Arable Area Payments Scheme

MAFF

MAFF Farming

20000022 Highways Agency-Tranchel of DBFO Roads 

20400010 Ombudsman Awareness Survey

Business

NGOV Businessserv

23200015 Ne%v Offender Services Forms (OAl OC2 & OP2)

23200016 Labour Market Intelligence Survey (Food Sector)

Socservices

23200017 Evaluation of Drug Education in Scotland: Census of Provision

Food&drink

Education

23200018 Scotland’s Trunk Roads-economic Development,Environment and Traffic Highways

23200019 Study of Crime in Rural Scotland

23700024 Scottish Homes’ Care in the Community Policy Review

23800040 Locate in Scotland Customer Survey

23800042 Economic Development and the Trunk Road Network in Scotland 

24800002 Evaluation of Inward Investment

SOHH

SOID

SOID

Socservices

Busmessserv

Highways 200 AH

WDA Finance 284 UK AH

S ta tistica l N ew s 65



*

SCU No Title Dept Ass

24900036 Review of the Operation of S.49 Hardship Rate Relief W O Businessserv

25900008 Galleries and Exhibition Spaces in England DNH Entertain

25900009 Budget Hotel Accommodation in London DNH Hotel

26000065 The Effectiveness of Parent Partnership Schemes in SEN DFEE Education

26000066 Higher Level Skills Work DFEE Business

26000067 Effective Communication Between Schools,leas &  Health &  SO C Services DFEE Education

26000068 Market Assessment for Establishing A Learning Network for Managers DFEE T  rainee

26000069 Survey of Employment &  Training in the Careers Service (1996) DFEE Trainee

26000070 Evaluation of Reviewing>recording &c Action Planning for School Student DFEE Education

26000071 The Dearing Review o f Qualifications for 16-19 year 01ds:Implementation DFEE Youth

26000072 Group Work in Careers Provision DFEE Education

26000074 Employment Beneficiary Projects - Evaluation of Community Initiatives DFEE Employer

H o useh o ld  and Individual S urveys

14500180 Scope for Bus Priority: Road User Reactions DOT Driver

S ta tistica l N ew s

22

2358

300

130

3762

175

640

95

1753

4000

365

85

3200

Activity of Number of Location Freq 
Dept respondents respondents

W AH

AH

SE AH

AH

NW AH

AH

GB AH

GB AH

EW AH

GB AH

AH

GB AH

11400006 Charter Mark Attitudes to Nomination Survey CABT COI Adult 2000 GB AH

12500111 Public Confidence in Official Statistics ONS Businessserv 60 E AH

12500112 HEMS Follow-up ONS Health 4600 E AH

13400058 Changing Childbirth Leaflet Research DH COI Child 33 E AH

13400059 Blood Products - Donor Survey DH COI Health 1000 EW AH

13400060 Sexwise: Caller Survey DH COI Health 450 UK AH

13400061 Nursing Recruitment Campaign: Creative Development Research DH COi Adult 96 E AH

13400062 Health Education Monitoring Survey 1996 DH Health 8000 E AH

13400063 Intensive Care Doctors Views on the Withholding/Withdrawing ofTreatment DH Doctor 4000 UK AH

13800027 Investment Guide Survey DNS Finance 1000 UK AH

13800028 Virtual Shop Guide Survey DNS Finance 1000 UK AH

13900232 W ECTE Creative Development Research DOE COI Carowner 64 E AH

13900236 SRB Evaluation Survey of Beneficiary Households DOE Research 9400 E AH

13900239 Assessing the Impact of the Neighbourhood Noise Leaflet DOE Adult 1000 UK AH

13900240 Leaflet Testing:Assured Tenancy Leaflet and Long Leaseholder Leaflet DOE Tenant 64 E A

13900242 Leaflet Testing:Assured Tenancy Leaflet and Long Leaseholder Leaflet DOE Tenant 84 E AH

14200085 Lone Parent Caseworker Pilot Name Research DSS COI Parent 30 E AH

14400099 Consumer Packaging Openabiliry Phase II DTI Consumer 170 E AH

14500174 Developing Pedestrian Skills DOT Pedestrian 250 GB AH

14500175 Customer Satisfaction Survey DOT DVLA Customer 1550 GB AH

14500176 Safe City Project - Gloucester DOT Transport 500 SE AH

14500177 Public Opinions of Environmental Enhancements in Historical Towns DOT Transport 1200 E AH

14500178 Sartre II: Pan-european Survey 5 Year Follow-up DOT Transport 1000 UK AH

WM AH
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SCU No Title D ept Ass A ctivity of N u m b er of Location Freq
D ept respondents respondents

E

AĤ ;

AH

AH

AH

AH

AH

AH

AH

AH

AH

AH

AH

,AH

AH

AH

AH

AH

,AH

k .

AH

14500181 Toucan Crossings

14500182 Assessing Fitness to Drive Following Brain Injury

14500183 Cyclists in Pedestrian Areas

14500184 Cycle Theft 

14500186 Nesv Bicycle Owners

DOT Transport 200

14500187 Parking Policies in England

14500188 East Thames Appraisal Framework: Thames Screenline Roadside Interviews 

15600041 Valuing Management for Biodiversity in British Forests

DOT

DOT

DOT

DOT

DOT

DOT

FC

Driver

Cyclist 

Cyclist 

Cyclist 

Transpon 

Transport

Adult

150

300

6200

75

1000

5000

1881

16800048 Distribution- Industry Workers Exposed to Whole Body/Handarm Vibration HSE Health 20000

18600029 AdvenisingTracking-July 1996 MOD COl Service 2000

18600030 RAF Events Evaluation

18600031 TA Qualitative Research - Stage 2

MOD COI Forces 1060

MOD COI Forces 138

18600032 Army Officer Creative Development

18600033 Scottish Advenising Research

18600034 Army Radio Advertising Research

MOD COI

MOD COI

MOD COI

Forces

Forces

Forces

70

74

108

18600035 Ethnic Advenising Research MOD Forces 183

18600036 Raf Leuchars Air Show Visitors

18600037 TA - Quantitative Phase

MOD

MOD COI

Customer

Forces

400

2000

MOD COI Forces 2000

A bbrev ia tion F r-fre q u e n c y L o c -lo c a tio n

ASS - Associate Government Depanment A - Annual E '  England

BUS - Business AH - Ad Hoc EW - England and Wales

CHP - Combined Heat and Power N/K - Not Known GB - Great Britain

COI - Central Office of Information M - Monthly NW  - North West

DBFO - Design, Build, Finance, Operation Q -  Quarterly N/K - Not Known

GM - Grant Maintained Y2 - Every 2 Years S - Scotland

HEMS - Health Education Authority Monitoring Service Y3 - Every 3 Years SE - South East

HLD - Household Y4 - Every 4 Years UK - United Kingdom

IND - Individual Y5 - Every 5 Years WM - West Midlands

W  - Wales

LA - Local Authority 

OTH - Other

SEN - Special Educational Needs 

SRB - Single Regeneration Budget

AH

SE AH

AH

GB AH

AH

AH

SE AH

GB AH

UK AH

GB AH

EW AH

GB AH

AH

AH

GB AH

GB AH

AH

GB AH

GB AH

AH 1 20400009 Ombudsman Customer Satisfaction NGOV Service 210 GB AH
-■'J- — i -X

AH ;■ 26000030 Employment of People with Disabilities: Assess Extent of Participation DFEE Disabled 28000 UK AH



Survey C ontrol U nit O ffice for National Statistics

Most regular surveys to businesses and local Progress T  owards
authorities are subject to a quinquennial review Q uestions
and a report which is monitored by the Survey G overnment Social Surveys
Control Unit and cleared by Ministers. Apart
from the ONS the following surveys have
recently had a complete review.

ONS has recently published the results of further
work to develop common classifications,
definitions and standards for data collection and

For further enquiries concerning a survey or its
review please contact:

reporting for government social surveys.

Robert Palmer ^  0171 217 4340
This is a further stage in the development of
concepts and questions which sponsoring

Surveys to Businesses
Departments have agreed should be harmonised
wherever possible among a key group of

SOEID '  Scottish Office survey of Oil
government surveys of persons and households.
It updates Harmonised questions for government

Related Employment social surveys, published in December 1995,

SO - New Format of the 1990 Building
adding interviewer instructions and computer
edit checks. For the first time, the booklet

Standards (Scotland) includes harmonised concepts for analysis and
Regulations and Technical Standards publication of results for many of the variables.

D T I- Electricity Generated The harmonisation of concepts and questions is a
significant step in creating cohesion among

WO - WO Industry Department Customer i government surveys, the lack of which has
Service Inquiry proved frustration to users. Many of the

harmonised questions have already been
DOE - Impact Assessment Survey for the incorporated into government surveys, and it is’

Energy Efficiency Best Practice intended many more will be included from April
Programme in Building 1997, with harmonised concepts used (among

Surveys to Local A uthorities
other analyses) for publication of the resulting
data.

SOSWG - New Offender Services forms Harmonised Concepts and Questions for
(O A l,O C2& O P2) Government Social Surveys

Office for National Statistics
SOEID - Review of the Special Educational Price-£10.00

Needs Survey ISBN 1 85774 233 8

DfEE - Schools Admission Appeals
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Recently A vailable Social
Statistical Series and Publications

♦ Population Trends 86 - Winter 1996 
Stationery Office
Price £11.00 / ISBN 0 11 691677 X

♦ Compiling the electoral register, 1995 
Series SS 1280G
Stationery Office
Price £15 .00 /ISBN 0 11 691687 7

Includes the following articles:

♦ Harmonised concepts and questions for 
Government social surveys
Price £10.00 / ISBN 1 85774 233 8

Population review for 1995: England and ♦ Census Validation Survey Quality Report
Wales

Current patterns and trends in male 
mortality by Social Class (based on 
occupation)

Mortality trends in the United Kingdom,
1982 to 1992

Mortality trends by cause of death in 
England and Wales 1980-94: the impact
of introducing automated cause coding
and related changes in 1993

♦ Key Health Statistics from General Practice 
Studies on Medical and Population Subjects
No.60
Stationery Office
Price £25.00 / ISBN 0 11 691686 9

♦ Professions allied to medicine Series
SS1352B
Stationery Office
Price £20.00 / ISBN 0 11 691684 2

Living in Britain: Preliminary results from 
the 1995 General Household Survey 
Stationery Office
Price £10 .00 /ISBN 0 11 691689 3

Stationery Office
Price £20.00 / ISBN 0 11 691688 5

A nnual Reference V olumes

International migration: Migrants entering 
or leaving the United Kingdom and England 
and Wales, 1994 - Series MN No.21
Stationery Office
Price £ 1 5 .0 0 /ISBN 0 11 691683 4

♦  National population projections, 1994-based 
Series PP2 No.20 
Price £23.50 / ISBN 0 11 691690 7

Population and H ealth Monitors

♦ Infant and perinatal mortality 1995: RHAs 
and DHAs Series DH3 96/1 
Price £2.40

♦ Legal abortions in England and Wales, 1995 
Series AB 96/5 
Price £2.00

♦  Sudden Infant deaths, 1991-1995 Series 
DH3 96/2 
Price £2.40

S tatistical N ews 69



Incidence of and mortality from cancers of
the lung, skin, breast and cervix- England
Series MBl 96/2
Price £2.00

Infant and perinatal mortality - social and
biological factors, 1995 Series DH3 96/3
Price £2.40

Legal abortions in England and Wales,
March quarter 1996 Series AB 96/7
Price £2.00

Infectious diseases, June quarter 1996
Series MB2 96/6
Price £3.50

C h arities’ C o n tribu tio n  to  G ross

D o m estic  P r o d u ct

The Results of the 1996 ONS Survey of
Charities
ONS commissioned a survey into the financial
activities of charities in October 1994. The
survey was undertaken during 1995/96 by a
Consortium of organisations led by the National
Council for Voluntary Organisations (NCVO)
and the results are now available. The survey was
carried out to provide new benchmarks for
estimating charities’ contribution to Gross
Domestic Product and to provide estimates to
inform the compilation of an account for the
non-profit sector, which will be required under
the new European system of accounts (ESA95).
ESA based national accounts are due to be
published in 1998. An article presenting the
results of the survey of Charities is published in
the November edition of Economic Trends. In
addition, some further details are published by
NCVO in December in their publication ‘The
UK Voluntary Sector Statistical Almanac 1996’.
Results relate to the year 1994/95 and are
compared with those of a previous survey relating
to 1991.

S tatistical N ews

Further information may be obtained by contacting:

Mr Roger Ward
Office for National Statistics
D3/03
1 Drummond Gate
London
SW1V2QQ
® 0171 533 6002
Fax: 0171 533 6023

M inistry of A griculture, F isheries
AND F o o d

The following MAFF Statistical Notices are
available free o f charge:

♦ Agricultural and Horticultural Census June
1996: England provisional, 177/96

Monthly sample survey of Grain Fed to
Livestock: England & Wales, January 1996,
57/96, February 1996, 77/96, March 1996,
104/96, April 1996, 125/96, May 1996,
147/96, June 1996, 165/96, July 1996,
193/96, August 1996, 212/96, September
1996, 227/96.

Quarterly sample survey of Cereals Stocks:
Wales

Wales
Wales

Cereal Production Survey: April 1996 final
estimate for the 1995 harvest, England and
Wales, 129/96. August 1st estimate of 1996
harvest, England and Wales, 199/96.

♦  Pig Survey, April 1996: April 1995, UK and
England and Wales, 122/96.
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Pig Survey, August 1996: August 1996, UK 
and England and Wales, 200/96

Earnings and Hours of Agricultural and 
Horticultural Workers: Period ended 
December 1995, England and Wales, 45/96. 
Period ended March 1996, England and 
Wales, 122/96. Period ended June 1996, 
England and Wales, 178/96.

Glasshouse Census: January 1996, England 
and Wales, 124/96.

4 Vegetables and Flowers Survey: January 
1996, England and Wales, 101/96.

Orchard Fruit Survey: June 1996, England 
and Wales, 168/96.

♦ Oilseed Rape Production: Provisional 
Estimate, August 1996, England, 211/96.

♦ Irrigation of Outdoor Crops: England 1995, 
222/96

O ther Published M aterial

PSM Statement: Final results of the June 
1995 Agricultural and Horticultural Census: 
England and Wales, Regions and Counties 
MAFF, June 1996 
Prices: (including VA T)

Crops, land use, tenure and 
number of holdings;
Labour:
Livestock:
Horticulture (regional only) 
Complete statement

£ 7.40 
£ 5.70 
£ 8.40 
£ 5.60 
£18.20

FD Tables: Various frequency distributions 
and items by item size groups. Final results of 
the June 1995 Agricultural and Horticultural 
Census: England and Wales, Regions and 
Counties

Prices:FD 400 series - £ 7.50 each

Small Area Statistics: Final results of the June 
Agricultural and Horticultural Census 1988 
to 1995 Parish Groups, Agricultural Districts 
and Local Government Districts MAFF, July 
1996
Prices (including VAT)

1. Paper format - Parish Groups, 
Agricultural Districts, Local Government 
Districts and Counties: £2.45 per printed 
page '^(minimum charge o f £10.00per order).

five sheets o f
tformation jree o f charge

2. Floppy Diskette - Parish groups, 
Agricultural Districts, Local Government 
Districts and Counties: £2.00 per printed 
page equivalent plus £10.35 per order 
(minimum charge o f £28.80 per order).

A data set o f all Parish Groups, Agricultural 
Districts and Counties in England:
£2,408.75.

County colour maps - showing which 
parishes make up Parish groups and how the 
groups combine to Agricultural Districts: 
£1.30 per county.
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The above are available from:

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Room 133a
Foss House
Kings Pool
1-2 Peasholme Green
York YOl 2PX
® 01904 455332 or GTN: 5137 5332

I Fax: 01904 455315 or GTN: 5137 5315

♦ The Digest of Agricultural Census
Statistics - UK 1995
ISBN 0-11-243024-4 / Price £21.00

Regular Statistical Inform ation N otices
and Sim ilar Releases are issued on the
following:

Wheat milled and flour production;

Production of processed feeding
stuffs and usage of raw materials;

Composition of main compound feed
rations;

Monthly crop reports on fruit and
vegetables;

UK egg market, hatching eggs and
placings by hatcheries;

Packing station throughput of
chickens and other fowl;

Animals slaughtered for meat;

Bacon and ham production;

Total meat supplies;

Production of processed milk and
cheese stocks;

Stocks in public cold stores.

S tatistical N ews  -

Available from:

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Statistics (Commodities and Food),
Foss House
Kings Pool
1-2 Peasholme Green
York YOl 2PX
© 01904 641000
Fax: 01904 455222

Also available:

Production of crude vegetable oil, oilcake
and meal in the UK;

Output of refined vegetable and marine
oils and animal fats by UK processors;

Production of margarine, other table
spreads and solid cooking fats in the UK

Copies available from:

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Economics and Statistics (Food) Division
Branch Bm Room 612
West Block
Whitehall Place
London SW1A2HH
© 0171-270-8503

The following publications are available on a
regular basis:

W eekly

♦ Agricultural Market Report: England and
Wales

The report, which is available on
subscription, is published in two parts and
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it

contains price, quantity and quality 
information on selected cereals, livestock, 
home-grown horticultural produce and other 
agricultural products.

Monthly

♦ Agricultural Price Indices 
(in a statistical informatiof

The above are available from :

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Branch A, Room 145 
Foss House 
Kings Pool 
1-2 Peasholme Green 
York YOl 2PX 
® 01904 455249

N ational F ood  S urvey

Household food consumption and 
expenditure; nutritional value of household
food

detailed information on the structure of the 
United Kingdom agricultural industry.

The tenth volume, in an annual series, gives 
detailed analyses of the developments in the 
income, assets and liabilities of the 
agricultural industry at the farm level and in

Detailed economic results, based 
on the Farm Business Survey (Farm Accounts 
Scheme in Scotland) are shown by country, 
farm type, business size and tenure as well as 
estimates of the gross margins for a range of 
crop and livestock enterprises in England and 
Wales. In most tables the years covered are
1993 and 1994.

For the first time a special study of farmer’s 
capital investment was carried out on the 
same sample of farms for the Farm Business
Survey for the years 1990/91 - 1992/93. The
details are summarised in the report and the 
objective of the Capital Investment Survey 
was to provide more detailed information 
about the level and pattern of investment in 
Agriculture at farm level for England and 
Wales.

lS
- -

(Quarterly press notices and more detailed data (on 
subscription) are available from :

Any queries regarding the Farm Incomes report 
should be d irected  to:

Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food
Room 513 
West Block 
Whitehall Place 
London SW1A2HH 
® 0171-270-8562

♦ Farm Incomes in the United Kingdom
1993/94

Mr R D S Price
Economics (Farm Business) Division 
Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food 
Whitehall Place West 
Whitehall
London SW1A2HH 
® 0171-270- 8620

Farm Incomes in the United Kingdom, 
published on the 23 March 1995, provides
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R eference Key points include:

♦ Farm Incomes in the United Kingdom
1993/94

Local authority gross spending was over

Stationery Office
£71 billion in 1994/95, of which 32 per

Price £30.00 / ISBN 0-11-242984-X
cent was on education and 18 per cent
was on housing.

♦ Local Government Financial Statistics
England No 7 1996

Local authority spending accounted for
25 per cent of General Government

Local Government Financial Statistics
England No 7 1996, scheduled for

Expenditure in 1994/95 and 8.4 per cent
of domestic expenditure in 1994.

publication by the Department of the
Environment on 17 December 1996,
contains a summary of financial and staffing

Over 22 per cent of local government

information returned by English Local
revenue expenditure is to be met by the
council tax in 1996/97.

authorities. This edition contains outturn
(final) figures for revenue and capital

Nearly 1.4 million people (on a whole

expenditure for 1994/95. It also contains
time equivalent basis) were employed by

provisional figures for 1995/96 and budget
councils in 1996, education and personal

figures for 1996/97.
social services being the largest groups.

R eference
In addition to over fifty tables, the
publication includes several graphs, a ♦ Local Government Financial Statistics
description of the existing structure of local England No 7 1996
government, an annex of detailed revenue and copies available from  the Stationery Office,
capital outturn data, a glossary and an outline p r iced  £15.99.
of the changes which have taken place in the
local government finance system.
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D epartment of H ealth

Full L ist of DH Statistical P ublications

Statistical Bulletins (Price £2.00) - a ll annual and relating to England only unless otherwise stated (*)

Com piler Copies 
held by (**)

FHS Related

1. Statistics for general medical practitioners in England. STATS(GMS) H
2. Statistics of prescriptions dispensed in Family Health Service Authorities. SDIE H
3. General Pharmaceutical Services. SDIC H
4. Community pharmacies England and Wales (six monthly). SDIC H
5. Ophthalmic Services. SDID H
6. Cervical Cancer Screening SD2B H
7. Breast Cancer screening SD2B H

HCHS Related

8. NHS Hospital Activity Statistics. FPA-PA
9. Elective admissions and patients waiting (six-monthly). FPA-PA
10. HCHS medical staff. STATS (W)A H
11. HCHS non-medical staff. STATS (W) B H
12. Waiting times for first outpatient appointments in England (quarterly). FPA-PA
13. Ambulance Services, England SD2B H
14. Sexually Transmitted Diseases, England. SD2B H

Personal S o cia l  S ervices

Community Care Statistics: Personal Social Services: Day and 
Domiciliary Services for Adults
Residential Accommodation statistics: Personal Social Services:
Residential care homes and supported residents England
Detailed statistics on local authority personal social services for adults
Children looked after by Local authorities
Personal Social Services: Current and capital expenditure in England: 1994-

SD3B

SD3B
SD3B
SD3A
SD3C
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Compiler Copies
held by (**)

O ther

In-patients formally detained in hospital under the mental health act 1983
and other legislation. SD2C
Drug Misuse Statistics, (six monthly) SD2J
Bulletin on smoking, (occasional) SD2D

O th er  P u blicatio n s  (E ngland only and annual except where otherwise stated)

P ersonal S o c ia l  S ervices: A dult S ervices

Residential accommodation for elderly and for younger physically disabled
LA

residents. Last published for year ending March 1994. Free
LA voluntary and private registered homes-LA

residents. Last published for year ending March 1994. Free
1 1  f

Residential accommodation: Detailed statistics on residential care homes
and Local authority supports residents. First published for year ending
March 1995 Free
Community care: Detailed statistics on Local Authority personal social
services for adults. First published for 1994 - Free

P ersonal S o c ia l  S ervices: C hildrens S ervices

Childrens day care facilities. Annual free
Children in Care^/Children looked after by local authorities.

f*J The separate Bulletins List gives the publications dates in the last year or so
Compiler Branch unless otherwise shown

Children and Young People on Child Protection Registers. A nnualfree
Private fostering and place of safety orders^
Supervision Orders. Annual free
Children accommodated in secure units. Annual free
Children’s homes

P ersonal So c ia l  S ervices: Staffing

Annual f r i

Personal Social Services: A Historical Profile of Reported Current
and Capital Expenditure 1983-84 to 1993-94 England
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G eneral

H ospital A ctiv ity  and  F acilities

N H S Staffing

Compiler Copies 
held by

Personal So cia l  Services: K^y iNDiCi^oRs

Key indicators of Local Authority Social Services (includes printed 
publication, disk version, and graphical presentation package as disk
only with printed user guide). r/yfr, SD3K

Health Service indicators (a variety of computerised systems are used to 
disseminate these; there is no printed publication). Price on application FPA-PA

Summary of bed availability. Annual £6 .00  ISBN  1 85839 485 6
Written complaints by or on behalf of patients. (Internal reference version.)
Out patients and ward attenders. Annual £8 .00  ISBN  1 85839 4 8 6  4
Ordinary admissions and day case admissions
Annual £6.50 ISBN  1 85839 484  8
Private hospitals, homes and clinic- England Regional Health Authority 
and Regional Office Areas registered under section 23 of the Registered 
Homes Act 1984. Vol \. A nnual£7 .00  ISBN  1 85839 4 9 5 3
Private hospitals, homes and clinic - District Health Authority summaries 
registered under section 23 of the Registered Homes Act 1984 Vol 2 
Annual £11.00 ISBN  1 85839 4 9 6 1
Section 17(3) of the Chronically Sick and Disabled Persons Act, 1970  

(Internal reference version).
Diagnostic departments. Annual £6 .00  ISBN  1 85839 343 4  
Wheelchairs and Artificial limbs. Annual £3 .00  ISBN  1 85839 345  0

FPA-PA
FPA-PA
FPA-PA
FPA-PA

SD3B

SD3B

SD3B
FPA-PA
FPA-PA

47. NHS workforce in England. Annual £5 .00  ISBN  1 85839 363 9 STATS (W) B

C ommunity A ctiv ity

Immunisation programmes. Annual free
Maternity services-midwife clinics and domiciliary visits.

v ic i r n r  i^ r r lv ir v  A n n u al free

Annual free

Annual fri 
Annual frt

Annual frt

SD2B
SD2B
SD2B
SD2B
SD2B
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Compiler Copies
held by

Community mental handicap nurses activity. Annual free SD2B
Community specialist care nurses activity. Annual free SD2B
Chiropody services. Annual free SD2B
Clinical psychology services Annual free SD2B
Dietetic services. Last summary produced is fo r  94-95  Annual free SD2B
Occupational therapy services. Annual free SD2B
Physiotherapy services. Annual free SD2B
Speech and language therapy services. Annual free SD2B
Family planning clinic services. Annual free SD2B

O ther

Registered blind and partially sighted people (triennial).
Registers of physically disabled persons (general classes) (triennial).
People registered as the deaf or hard of hearing (triennial).
Guardianship under the Mental Health Act (1983) Annual free
Survey of age, sex and length of stay characteristics of residents of homes for
elderly and younger people who are physically handicapped 1988 only
NHS Day care facilities. Annual price £2 .00  ISBN  1 85839 348  5
In-patients formally detailed in hospitals under the Mental Health Act 1983
and other legislation regional figures. Annual price £2 .0 0  ISBN  1 85839 437  6

•I Data from the Addicts Index.
NHS Spectacle Voucher Scheme - results of 1995 survey
Electro convulsive therapy (ECT)
Hospital Episode statistics:
Vol 1: Finished Consultant episodes by diagnosis, operation and specialty
Vol 2: Finished Consultant episodes by time of elective admissions,
injuries/poisoning by external sources
Mental Health In England Annual price £2 .00  ISBN  1 85839 429 5
Hospital Waiting
Six monthly Price £12 .80  ISBN  1 85839 448 1
Quarterly Review Quarterly free
Waiting
statistics Price £12 .80  ISBN  1 85839 5 4 7 X

SD3B
SD3B

SD3B

SD3B
SD2C H

SD2C H
SD2J

SD ID
H

SD2C

SD2 HES H

SD2 HES H
SD2C H

FPA-PA
FPA-PA H FF

FPA-PA

H ealth of th e  N ation  R elated P ublications

Health of the Nation: A Strategy for Health in England
The White Paper Free H Pl
Specification of National Indicators Free H Pl CHM U
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Com piler Copies 
held by (**)

Health of the Nation Key Area Handbooks

78. Coronary Heart Disease and Stroke Free HPl

79. Cancers Free HPl

80. Mental Illness Price £15.00 ISBN 0 11 321829 X MHCC3

81. HIV/AIDS and Sexual Health Free HPl

82. Accidents Free HPl

83. One Year On,..
A report on progress of the Health of the Nation Free HPl

84. Fit for the Future
The second report on progress on the Health of the Nation Free HPl

85. Specification of National Indicators Free HPl CHMU

Public H ealth C ommon  D ata Set Incorporating Indicators 
FROM THE ‘H ealth of the N a tio n ’

Public Health Common Data Set, data definitions and user guide for 
computer files available for the years 1990 to 1994 (from 1992 

onwards they incorporated indicators from the ‘Health of the Nation’)
Wales

RHAs
Public Health Common Data Set, National volumes available for the 
years 1990 to 1993 (from 1992 onwards they incorporated indicators 
from the ‘Health of the Nation’). These are normally issued annually 
covering England and Wales, England, REdAs, DHAs and FHAs.
Not available outside the NHS.
Public Health Common Data Set, Regional volumes available for the 
years 1990 to 1995 (from 1992 onwards they incorporated indicators 
from the’Heahh of the Nation’). These were issued annually but 
their publication was discontinued after the 1993 edition. They cover 
England and Wales, England, RHAs, DHAs and FHSAs. Not availab
outside the NHS.

SD2F

SD2F

SD2F

Epidemiological O verviews

Asthma. Price £11.00 ISBN 0 11 321897 4
Coronary Heart Disease. Price £11.00 ISBN O il 321667X  
Stroke. Price £11.00 ISBN 0 11 321668 8 
Health of Elderly People. Price £10.30 ISBN O il 321485 5 
Elderly People Companion Papers. Price £6.00 ISBN O il 3214863

HPl CHMU 
HPl CHMU 
HPl CHMU 
HPl CHMU
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Com piler Copies
held by (**)

Formal Publications

94. Health and Personal Social Services statistics (annual). Price £11.95 SD3C

O ther Reports (statutory publications)

Annual report under Section 83(6) of the Children Act 1989 (formerly
section 79(3) of the Child Care Act 1980) on children in care in England

Wales
Act 1989, this publication will cover a wider range of children’s services.)^ SD3A
Am ua/ Price £6.80 ISBN  0 10 128782 8
Annual statement under Section 18(3) of the Chronically Sick and
Disabled Persons Act 1970, on handicapped persons in residential care

Wales SD3B/CS

O ther Statutory Publications not  Produced by SD
WHICH

Annual statement under section 17(2) of the Chronically Sick and
Disabled persons Act 1970: Separation of younger patients from
older patients in hospitals. (December). ISBN  0 10 206395 8 SD2A
Report under section 11 of the Disabled Persons (Services,Consultation and
Representation) Act 1986 on the development of services for people with
learning disabilities (mental handicap) or mental illness in England. SD2C
The NHS Performance Guide. Annual Free FPA-PA HLL

 ̂ The forms which underlie items 24-29 have been revised to accord with the Children Act 1989
(implemented October 1991).
Last publication for 1991; successor publication will relate to periods following the implementation
o f the Children Act.

 ̂This publication has been discontinued following the 1991 publication. 
 ̂This publication has been discontinued following the 1994publication.

H =Department of Health HLL = Health Literature Line
PO box 410 ® 0800 555 111
Wetherby. LS23 7LN
© 01937-840250
Fax: 01937 845381
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C ontacts and  Phone N umbers for D epartment of H ealth PuBLicATtONS

Department of Health W orkforce (B ranch S T A T S (W )
Skipton House, 1 NHS medical staff ext 45892

X

80 London Road,
1

1
NHS non-medical staff ext 45895

London SEl 6LW 0171 97
L

General Medical Services ext 45909
(followed by ext number) Waiting lists (Branch FPA-PA) ext 45549

1 Health service indicators
Family H ealth Services 1 (Branch FPA-PA) ext 45555
(B ranch S D I ) NHS Expenditure (FPB-FMA) ext 45389
General Dental and Community
Dental Services ext 25392 Richmond House,
General Pharmacy Services ext 25504 79 Whitehall, ♦

General Ophthalmic Services ext 25507 London SWIA 2NS 0171 210

Prescription Analysis ext 25515 (followed by ext number)
i

H ospital and  C o m m unity  H ealth Personal Social Services financial

Services (B ranch S D 2) Ii STATISTICS (B ranch F6)
Mental illness/handicap ext 25545 PSS Budget data and Public
Community and cross-sector services ext 25524 Expenditure Survey ext 5699

Demographic statistics ext 25562
Drug misuse ext 25550 i Wellington House,

Legal status ext 25545 133-155 Waterloo Road,
Smoking and Alcohol ext 25551 London, SE l 8UG 0171 97

(followed by ext number)
1

Personal Social Services
1 .. 
i

(B ranch SD3) C entral H ealth M onitoring  U n it
1

Childrens services ext 25689 Health of the Nation target

Adults services ext 25585
1

monitoring ext 24645

Staffing ext 25595
Financial (Revenue outturn National Institute o f Epidemiology

expenditure) data ext 25595 14 Fredric Sanger Road,
Key Indicators ext 25599 Surrey Research Park,

w

Guildford, Surrey GU2 5YL 01483 450 540

Quarry House, Quarry Hill, 11

Leeds LS2 7UE 01132 5 T he H ealth L iterature

(followed by ext number) L ine 0800 555 777
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N orthern Ireland

N orthern Ireland  A gricultural
Statistics, 1984-1995

This publication contains the main statistical
series on agricultural in Northern Ireland for the
period 1984-1995. Commentary on the main
policy and other changes over the period is also
included. (Price: £10.00)

N .l. F arm C ensus D istribution
T a bles , 1996

The Distribution Tables are comprised of 6
individual booklets which can be purchased
individually at £6.00 per booklet or £25.00 for a
full set. The contents of the booklets are as
follows:

♦ Census Trends Data

♦ Enterprise Distribution Data

♦ Farm Structure Data

♦ Data on Less Favoured Areas

♦ Rural District Data

♦ District Council Area Data

E U  S tru ctu re  S urvey 1995 N .l
A gricultural L abour  F orce &
Machinery S tatistics

This publication contains details of the ages and
work time of persons in the agricultural labour
force in Northern Ireland (collected 1995). It
contains comparisons with the results of the
1993 survey.

S tatistical N ews

The above publications are available from

Economics & Statistics Division,
Department of Agriculture for
Northern Ireland,
Annexe B,
Dundonald House,
Belfast BT4 3SB
® 01232 524102

S co ttish  O ffice

Civil and Criminal Justice Statistics are heavily
involved in providing statistical advice for the
Criminal Justice (Scotland) Bill at present.

Current IT projects include down-sizing of the
mainframe database.

Information on the following topics continue to
be collected and analysed. The results for the
first five are published:

Outcome of proceedings in Scottish
Criminal Courts

Results of Criminal Appeals in Scotland

Homicides in Scotland

Liquor licenses in force in Scotland

Workload on District Courts

Bail orders
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Industry Statistics Contact:

Achievements in 9 6  include. Mr Alan MacGill
Customer Services

Publication of 1992 and 1993 Scottish Population Statistics Branch
Input-Output Balances Room 1/2/9

Ladywell House, Ladywell Road
Initial Development of Quarterly Edinburgh EH12 7TF
GRP(O) Index for Scotland ® 0131-314 4325

Fax: 0131-314 4344
Analyses of Scottish Economy including
of skills content of Scottish trade

W elsh  O ffice
Plans fo r  97:

H ealth Statistics for U K
1994 Scottish Input-Output Balances G overnment

1994 Economic multipliers for Scotland Health statisticians from the four home countries
met in Cardiff on 20 and 21 November 1996 to

Produce Quarterly GDP(O) Index for discuss issues of common interest.
Scotland

Representatives from each country compared
Further regular & adhoc analyses of the their different organisations and variations in the
Scottish Economy statistical -work done by the NHS and central

government across the UK. Data quality
T ransport Statistics problems and the initiatives being taken to

improve it were outlined and relative progress in
Scottish Transport Statistics 1996 Edition was reviewing and reducing the burden of data
published in August 1996 with expanded details collection on suppliers was discussed.
of local authority expenditure on roads and
transport The group also considered areas of health

statistics - most notably those on the service
G eneral R egister  O ffice  for provided by the NHS - where data directly
Scotland comparable across all four countries was scarce.

A project to produce comparative health and
Population Projections, Scotland (1994 Based)- NHS information on a UK basis was initiated.
Summary
Will be published as a supplement to Register A  report on the proceedings is available from:

General’s Vital Statistics Return, Weeks 45 to 48
on 23 December 1996. Peter Fullerton

Population Projections, Scotland (1994 Based)-
® 01222 823663 (GTN 1208 3663)

1_____________________________________ I

Booklet - Will be published in January 1997.
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A rticles in R ecen t  Issues of S tatistical N ew s

No 106 Autumn 1994

\

How exactly is unemployment measured?
The 1991 London Area Transport Survey 
The Family Expenditure Survey - some recent developments 
Preparing undergraduates for careers in the Government 
Statistical Service: A  view from the inside

No 107 Spring 1995
The development of social focus on children
Truths, Home Truths and Crime statistics
Hospital and ambulance league tables for England
Ukraine: Statistics for a Market Economy
Measuring Quality of Service on Cellular Radio Networks
Intrastat: Electronic Data Interchange (EDI)

No 108 Summer 1995
New Head for the GSS
Towards a Statistical Profile of the UK Environmental Industry 
A New Statistics Code
Customer Satisfaction with Labour Force Survey Local Area Data Services

No 109 Autumn 1995
The mobility of disabled adults
The Labour Force Survey? - W hat do they want all that information for? 
Small and medium size enterprises - How many and how important 
The Inter-Departmental Business Register 
The Central Statistical Office’s distributfon of Income estimates

No 110 Winter 1995/96
Occupational ill health
Gening it right first time
The MAFF Reference Database
Documenting the Labour Force Survey
Survey of the Miscellaneous Mechanical Engineering
Sector (Activity Heading 3289 in SIC 80)
Business Statistics Users’ Conference

(No I I I  Spring 1996
Introducing The Office for National Statistics 
The New Face of Statistics in Northern Ireland 
Electronic Dissemination of Official Statistics 
Users' Views of GSS Social and Regional Publications 
A Seminar on Financial Data
Assessing the Quality of Industry and Occupation Coding 
Where Have all the Hours Gone? Measuring Time Use in the UK

No 112 Summer 1996
How On Earth Do W e Measure Sustainable Development?
Internet and Official Statistics
The New Welsh Unitary Authorities: Key Population Statistics

No 113 Autumn 1996
The W ider Agenda
Monitoring Equal Opportunities in the Civil Service 
Statisticians Face New Challenges

'opiesoftheaboveandearlierarticlesmaybeobtainedfrom:

James Denman 
Phil Mongredien 
John King

Darren Short

David Fry 
David Povey 
Andy Sutherland 
Stephen Penneck 
Peter Atkinson 
Mike Smith

Dr Tim Holt
Richard Tilling/Sandra Tudor 
Nigel Edison 
Peter Newman

Kerrick Macafee 
Frances Sly 
Ian Dale 
John Perry 
Eloise Critchley

Trevor Benn 
Beccy Wallace 
Ian Webb 
Richard Laux

Nick Rudoe
Michael Prestwood/Chris Kirri

Dr Tim Holt
Edgar Jardine
Edie Purdie
Tim Harris
Edward Hayman
Paul Keech/Terry Orchard
Mike Koudra/Jenny Church!
Linda Murgatroyd

Chris MorreylHilary Hillier 
Philip Powell 
Ian White

Brian Meakings/Jenny Church 
Frances Pottier 
Dr Stephen Hickey

The Library, Room 1.001
Office for National Statistics, Government Buildings 
Cardiff Road, Newport,
South Wales NP9 IXG

The cost is £5 a copy, inclusive of postage and handling, for the articles 
listed, and for articles from earlier issues. The appropriate remittance 
should accompany each order. Cheques, etc., should be made payable 
to ‘The Office for National Statistics’.

Primed in the United Kingdom for The Stationery Office
N7228 C9 3/97 43672
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tatistical News provides a comprehensive account of new developments in British 
official statistics, and it is designed to help and inform all with an interest in these 

statistics. It is essential reading for everyone who needs to keep up-to-date with the 
latest in this wide-ranging and dynamic area.

E l  X

Official statistics in United Kingdom are produced by the Government Statistical Service
(GSS) and other official bodies such as the Bank of England and Northern

Ireland government departments.

r

The GSS comprises 
around 5,000 staff located in over 30
departments and executive agencies, the largest of these being the

>

Office for National Statistics.

Every quarter Statistical News includes four or more articles which describe a subject 
in depth; these subjects range from the latest surveying techniques to statisticians' 
projects in Zambia. The News from around the GSS and beyond section carries shorter 
articles from each department and associated organisation on their latest statistical 
ventures and plans. The Supplement of New Surveys and Departmental Publications 
is a reference document for all recent output and products.

ISBN 0-11-537454-X

£12.00
(Annual subscription £45.00 including postage)

ISBN 0 11 537454-X 
ISSN 0017-3630 780115" 374548" >
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