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What is Natural Capital – to economists?



What is Natural Capital
- to ecologists?



What is Natural Capital?



What is Natural Capital – to a 
policy maker or business?

1050000

1100000

1150000

1200000

1250000

1300000

1350000

1400000

A
s
s
e

t 
V

a
lu

e
 £

m
ill

io
n

s



Why make a Natural Capital Account?

Big Numbers 

as advocacy

Local Numbers 

for engagement

Monitoring 

trajectories

Policy 

Development

Green GDP &

Inclusive Wealth



History

2011 2012 2014 2018 2019 2020



How are we doing?

By Dartmouth College Electron Microscope Facility - Source and public domain notice at Dartmouth College Electron 

Microscope Facility ([1], [2]), Public Domain, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=24407



Headlines

Some assets without all years presented have been held flat from the earliest or latest year 

to aid presentation. 

Advise against wider use
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How the mighty…
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2015



How the mighty…



How the mighty…



How the mighty…



How the mighty…
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Money isn’t everything…



Peer Review



Agriculture, forestry, and fishing, value added 
(% of GDP)

UK – 0.6%

Ethiopia – 31.1%





Provisioning



Provisioning services 



Wild Fish

0

500

1000

1500

2000

2500

3000

3500

4000

4500

5000

2015 2016 2017 2018

£
m

, 2
0

1
9

 p
ri

ce
s

Unknown Sustainable Unsustainable



Outputs

Sustainability value
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Crops (for food etc.) and grazed biomass 
(for livestock)



Timber



Water Supply



Regulating services 



Air Filtration



Global climate regulation



Cultural Services 

29



Recreation



Visual Amenity Services



Education





THANKYOU



Adam Dutton

Natural.Capital.Team@ons.gov.uk

All our data available here:

https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/

uksectoraccounts/methodologies/naturalcapital

Contact

mailto:Emily.connors@ons.gov.uk
https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/nationalaccounts/uksectoraccounts/methodologies/naturalcapital
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