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the department for Enterprise

Code of Practice for Official Statistics

Bill McLennan, the Head of the Government Statistical Service has circulated, for comment, a
provisional version of a Code of Practice for Official Statistics. This was developed by all the

Directors of Statistics in Government departments, and sets out the shared good practices that
have been bullt up over many years by official statisticians In a wide range of Government
Departments and Agencies. It aims to promote uniformly high standards, and to maintain

public confidence In official statistics and analysis.

The provisional code contains no surprises and is unlikely to cause any difficulties for the
statisticians In DT preparing energy statistics. The key principles are set out overleaf

Bill McLennan has asked departments to obtain the views of their users about the Code.
Subject to what comes out of this exercise, the intention is to finalise the Code next March. If
you would like a copy of the full Code, Including the key principles overleaf, then please

contact;
Mike Cornish

Department of Trade and Industry
EPA Division
Room 3.3.19

1 Palace Street
London SWIE 5HE

(Telephone: 0171 238 3590)

Any comments on the Code should be sent to Mike Cornish. The Department Is also writing
to the Petroleum Industry Association, the Electricity Association, the Association of

Independent Power Producers, the British Electrotechnical and Allied Manufacturers'
Association, the Institute of Energy, the United Kingdom Offshore Operators Association and
the Association of British Independent Oil Exploration Companies, to see if they wish to offer
anv comments.

Energy Policy and Analysis Unit November 1994
Department of Trade and Industry

Prepared by the Government Statistical Service



KEY PRINCIPLES

Members of the Government Statistical Service should:

operate with inte”™ty - that means behaving honestly and striving for

objectivity

maintain the relevance of statistical aaivities to national needs

consult with interested parties, both inside and outside government, when

planning

place no undue load on respondents to surveys

respect the privacy of aU information given in confidence

complement statistics with interpretation and statistical advice

make statistics accessible to all, in accordance with open government

procedures

be open about all aspeas of the statistical process

communicate effectively with all involved in the statistical process -

respondents, users, colleagues and anybody seeking information

set challenging service and quality standards and seek always to achieve them

continuously seek to ImproYt professional competence, with respect to both
technical and management skills

employ cost-effective methods.
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