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ABARES dairy productivity
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Dairy farm input and output indexes
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Dairy farm structural change
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Dairy farm input index
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Expenditure on material inputs
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Dairy farm terms of trade
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Dairy farmland price per hectare
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Dairy regions in Australia



Productivity average annual growth rate, by dairy region, 
1978-79 to 2022-23

Long-run productivity growth



Productivity average annual growth rate, by dairy region during 
slowdown period, 2011-12 to 2022-23

Slowdown period productivity growth
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Victoria dairy productivity by region
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Comparison of average area irrigated
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The relationship between size and productivity 



Dairy farm productivity frontier
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Broadacre productivity frontier
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Sheep industry productivity frontier
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Note: Sheep industry defined as specialist producers of lambs, sheep or wool.



Optimise 
policy settings

Build resilience Optimal land use Offset declining 
terms of trade

Research and 
development 

(and extension)

What happens next for dairy productivity



Thanks for listening.

The paper is available to 
download on the ABARES 
website 

More ABARES productivity 
work is available here:
https://www.agriculture.gov.au/abares/research-
topics/productivity/productivity-publications 
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